SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS 

OF THE FIRST ASIA‑PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

SENIOR OFFICIALS' MEETING (APEC‑SOM)

SINGAPORE, 7‑8 MARCH 1990

1. The first Asia‑Pacific Economic Cooperation Senior Officials Meeting to prepare for the next Ministerial‑Level Meeting was convened in Singapore on 7‑8 March 1990. Delegations from

Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Thailand and the United States participated at the meeting. The

ASEAN Secretariat and the Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference (PECC) were present as observers.

BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS

2. The Meeting was co‑chaired by Mr Kishore Mahbubani, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Mr Lai Seck Khui, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Trade & Industry of Singapore.

3. In response to the Chairman's request, the ASEAN Secretariat agreed to be the Rapporteur for the Meeting.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

4. The draft Provisional Agenda was adopted with some amendments.

The agreed Agenda appears as Annex 1.

OUTCOME OF CANBERRA MINISTERIAL MEETING: FOLLOW‑UP ACTIONS

5. The Australian delegation briefed the Meeting on the outcome of the Canberra meeting.

URUGUAY ROUND CONSULTATIONS AMONG APEC PARTICIPANTS

6. The Meeting welcomed the proposal of Canada to convene a meeting on the Uruguay Round for APEC Ministers concerned with trade policy in Vancouver on 11‑12 September 1990. The Meeting agreed that such a meeting would provide a timely opportunity for the APEC participants to review the final phase of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations and give an impetus for the successful conclusion of the Round.

7. The Meeting agreed that the ongoing consultations among APEC officials in Geneva should be intensified and, if appropriate, an Officials' Meeting be convened to prepare for the September APEC Ministers' Meeting.

8. The Meeting also agreed that trade liberalisation should remain a major concern of APEC even after the conclusion of the Uruguay Round.

WORK PROJECTS

9 The Meeting agreed on 6 work projects. These are as follows:

a) Review of trade and investment data.

b) Trade promotion: Programmes and mechanisms for cooperation.

c) The expansion of investment and technology transfer in the Asia Pacific region.

d) The Asia Pacific Multilateral Human Resources Development Initiative.

e) Regional Energy Cooperation.

f) Marine Resource Conservation.

10. The Meeting agreed to designate participants interested in initiating work on any of the selected projects as "APEC Shepherds". They would be responsible for the development of these projects. The list of the "APEC Shepherds" and their respective work projects is attached as Annex 2. It was also agreed that other APEC participants could participate in any of the projects if they so desired.

11. The Meeting considered and adopted the summary outlines (Annexes 3‑8) of the selected projects as presented by the respective "APEC Shepherds". The meeting agreed that the interested APEC participants would meet among themselves immediately after the 1st APEC‑SOM to work on their projects taking into consideration the views and comments expressed at the Meeting. The Meeting agreed that other work projects could be included at a later date.

Telecommunications

12 The Meeting discussed the various proposals tabled at the Meeting. The delegations of the US and Thailand agreed to produce a paper on this subject for consideration at the next APEC‑SOM in Singapore. They welcomed inputs from the other APEC participants.

Regional Economic Outlook

13. The Meeting agreed that the PECC, in close liaison with the Republic of Korea, and with inputs from the other APEC participants and the ASEAN Secretariat would prepare a paper entitled "Regional Economic Outlook" for consideration at APEC Ministerial Meetings.

Management of Fisheries Resources

14. Ministers agreed in Canberra on the importance of fisheries resource issues to the economies of the region and recognised the scope for using existing organisations to build a framework for enhanced fisheries cooperation. Senior officials agreed that the PECC Fisheries Task Force should report to the Singapore Ministerial Meeting on its work. For purposes of preparing for the meeting, New Zealand offered to liaise with the Task Force on this question.

FUTURE PARTICIPATION IN APEC

15 The Meeting discussed the question of the possible participation by the PRC, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Senior Officials recognised that on this issue, it would be necessary to proceed by consensus. They agreed that they would consult their Ministers and come to the next meeting in May prepared to discuss the form of participation by the three economies, the question of timing and the modalities.

PREPARATION OF AGENDA FOR MINISTERIAL MEETING

16 The Meeting agreed that a draft agenda will be circulated to APEC participants for comments. The draft agenda, taking into account the comments received, would be tabled for consideration at the May Senior Officials' Meeting.

DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

17 The next APEC‑SOM will be held in Singapore from 21‑22 May 1990.

18 The Ministerial Meeting on APEC will be held in Singapore tentatively from 30‑31 July 1990.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

19 The Chairman informed the Meeting that the South Pacific Forum had been invited to attend the APEC Senior Officials' Meeting as an observer. The Forum had thanked the APEC participants for the invitation but conveyed their regrets.

