SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF

THE SECOND SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING FOR

THE SIXTH APEC MINISTERIAL MEETING

BALI, 18‑20 MAY 1994

1.        The Second Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) for the Sixth APEC Ministerial Meeting was convened in Bali on 18‑20 May 1994. Delegations from Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Republic of the Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States participated in the meeting. Members of the APEC Secretariat also attended. Representatives of the ASEAN Secretariat, the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC), and the South Pacific forum (SPF) were present as observers. The list of participants appears as Annex 1.

2.        The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Wisber Loeis, Director General for Foreign Economic Relations, Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia.

I.        Opening Remarks

3.        The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming delegates and stated that this Second SOM would focus on follow‑up actions to decisions and directives from the Fifth Ministerial Meeting in Seattle and certain aspects of the implementation of the Leaders initiatives agreed on Blake Island in November 1993. The Chair emphasized four fields of cooperation within the APEC framework highlighted during the chairmanship of Indonesia: human resources development, the promotion of small and medium enterprises, the enhancement of private sector participation, and cooperation for the improvement of commercial and public infrastructure. The Chair expressed his conviction that these four fields of cooperation were crucial to the efforts of the developing economies in APEC to achieve a rate of development that will allow them to reduce the gap with their industrialized partners.

II.        Adoption of the Provisional Agenda

4.        The provisional agenda, adopted without amendment, appears as Annex 2.

III.        Economic Trends and Issues (ETI)

            A. Report of the Ad‑hoc Group on Economic Trends and Issues

5.        In presenting his report of the meeting of the Ad‑hoc Group on Economic Trends and Issues (ETI), held in Bali on 14‑15 May 1994, the Chairman noted that delegations to this first meeting of the Group since September 1993 represented a cross‑section of agencies, including officials from economic planning, finance, foreign affairs, industry and trade, and treasury departments, and that this diversity resulted in a good exchange of views.

6.        The Chairman of the Group reported that the ETI reviewed a draft report prepared by Chinese Taipei on recent developments and the outlook for APEC economies, and that the Group would be reviewing several papers examining structural issues that influence the growth, development and performance of APEC economies. The ETI was briefed on the 3Es interim report. The Group also noted the results of the recent APEC Finance Ministers Meeting whose process may have implications for future work of the ETI. Finally, the Chairman reported that the ETI had a good preliminary exchange of views on the possible evolution of the Group into a permanent economic committee, a matter raised by APEC Ministers at their meeting in Seattle in November 1993. In subsequent discussion, there was a general feeling that the work of the Group is relevant for APEC Ministers and Leaders and that it could play an important role in underpinning and integrating in a complementary way the work of the CTI and APEC Working Groups.

7.        The SOM took note the report of the meeting of the Ad‑hoc Group on Economic Trends and Issues (ETI). The report of the Ad‑hoc Group appears as Annex 3.

8.        The SOM decided that the next meeting of the ETI will be held in Yogyakarta prior to and as part of the Third SOM in September 1994.

B. Proposed transformation of the Ad‑hoc Group on ETI into an Economic Committee

9.        The SOM recalled the direction of the Ministers in Seattle to the Ad‑Hoc Group on ETI to strengthen further its capability to prepare assessment of long‑term economic trends and studies of specific sectoral issues. The SOM further recalled the direction of the Ministers to the SOM to explore the possibility of transforming the Ad‑Hoc Group into the APEC economic committee before the next Ministerial Meeting.

10.        Following the Chairman's report, Senior Officials discussed the report of the ETI and the possible transformation of the ETI into an economic committee. In the discussion, Senior Officials agreed that the work of the ETI is relevant to APEC and that it could enrich and strengthen the APEC process by providing a forum for comprehensive analysis and discussion of the implications for growth of economic development in the region. Senior Officials agreed it would be desirable that an economic committee be established to complement, support and integrate the work of other APEC committees and working groups, without duplicating their efforts or achievements. A number of Senior Officials noted the statement by APEC Finance Ministers and its focus on regional capital flows and markets. Senior Officials commented that they would want to ensure that an economic committee did not duplicate the work of other APEC bodies 

11. The SOM was of the view that Ad‑Hoc Group on ETI should continue its work on macro economic, micro economic, and structural issues in identifying possible constraints to growth in the region.

IV.        Trade and Investment

A.        Report of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI)

12.        The SOM endorsed the report of the meeting of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) which was held in Bali on 16‑17 May 1994. The report of the Committee appears as Annex 4.

B.         Review on the progress of the Trade and Investment Work Programme

13.        The SOM reviewed the Committee's report on the progress of the 1994 APEC Trade and Investment Work Programme, namely: trade policy dialogue; Uruguay Round, administrative aspects of market access, investment, small and medium enterprise, standards and conformance, customs, tariff database and manual, Eminent Persons Group and an examination process for additional issues.

14.        The SOM noted the progress on the issue of APEC Non‑Binding Investment Principles. The SOM further noted that the Chairman's summary reflected the broad nature of the debate but was not an agreed record of the meeting; its attachment is a contribution from the Experts Meeting for further discussion. The SOM invited member economies to submit written comments to Australia and Korea and all other member economies by the end of July with a view to facilitating deliberation on the issue.

15.        The SOM welcomed the decision to hold the second meeting of the Experts Group on Investment in Yogyakarta prior to the Third Meeting of the CTI to discuss the possibility of producing a draft on non‑binding principles for consideration at that CTI meeting.

16.        The SOM noted the great interest in the ongoing process of the establishment of an APEC CTI Customs Sub‑Committee. It was agreed that decision on the establishment of the Sub‑Committee be deferred until the Third Meeting of CTI. In addition, the SOM took note of discussions on a possible Standards and Conformance Sub​committee. Without prejudice to the outcome, the SOM agreed that Australia prepare draft terms of reference of the proposed Sub‑Committee for consideration at the next Informal Standards and Conformance meeting to be held prior to the Third Meeting with a view to making a recommendation. The SOM welcomed the Philippines offer to join the Tariff Database Task force.

17.        It was suggested that there is a need for some flexibility in the APEC budget procedure on the work programmes of CTI in light of time constraints under which the Committee works.

C.         Meeting of APEC Ministers in charge of Trade Matters

i.         Informal Gathering of APEC Ministers in charge of Trade Matters in Marrakesh in conjunction with the Ministerial Level Meeting of TNC of the Uruguay Round‑MTN

18.        The SOM noted the results of the informal meeting of the APEC Ministers in charge of trade policies at Marrakesh. The SOM welcomed Indonesians willingness to serve as the Chair and venue for the meeting of APEC Ministers. The SOM agreed further that member economies would confirm the date proposed by Indonesia.

ii.        Draft Provisional Agenda for the Meeting of APEC Ministers in charge of Trade Matters

19.        The SOM noted a general consensus that the draft agenda prepared by Indonesia and Korea was basically in line with paragraph 22 of the Ministerial Joint Statement in Seattle. CTI members are to provide comments on the agenda of the meeting

V. Report of the Ten Working Groups

20.        The SOM recognized, with appreciation, the extensive and substantial work projects being carried out by working groups. These projects were described at the SOM and recorded in the progress reports prepared by shepherds of the ten working groups and compiled by the APEC Secretariat. Details of these projects and procedural matters can be found in Annex 5.

Individual Working Groups

Trade Promotion Working Group

21.        The SOM noted that the database to be developed by the Working Group would provide more business information and also noted that, through the monitoring service to be provided by the ACDS, duplication in current and future databases developed by APEC working groups and committees should be avoided.

22.        The SOM, noting the engagement of the business/private sector in the Working Group's activities, especially in the sixth meeting on 24 March 1994 in Bali, decided to defer its discussion of the outcome of the business/private sector meeting to agenda item VIII on private/business sector participation.

Trade and Investment Data Review
23.        The SOM noted that the database development proposal for "near‑comparable" merchandise trade data was approved by the Working Group in its seventh meeting on 4‑6 May in Wellington, New Zealand. The SOM noted that good progress has been made towards the objective of removing inconsistencies from the published data on trade and investment.

24.        The SOM also noted the Working Group's efforts to overcome technical difficulties limiting the extent to which members could contribute to the "near‑comparable" merchandise trade data base, as well the database for services and capital flows, by convening a technical experts workshop immediately before the next Working Group meeting.

25.        The SOM welcomed the Working Group's suggestion for a stronger awareness of the databases to be developed by this Working Group among other working groups and committees.

Investment and Industrial Science and Technology

26.        The SOM welcomed the Working Group's efforts to solve the issue, raised at the First SOM in Jakarta, of the coordination of its activities with those of CTI. The SOM approved the Working Group's vision statement revised at its fifth meeting in Manila in 17‑19 February 1994 to require the Working Group to move more to issues related to the transfer of technology, and industrial science and technology. The Working Group recommended that CTI, ETI and the Working Group itself should ensure adequate, efficient coordination and consultation through their work plans. The SOM noted the progress of the preparation of Technomart to be held in Republic of Korea in May 1995.

27.        The SOM also approved the conclusions and action plan of the first special meeting on industrial science and technology held in Shimizu, Japan, in September 1993. The SOM noted that the APEC Leaders initiative on the APEC Centre for Technology Exchange and Training for SMEs was presented by the Philippines at this Working Group meeting, consistent with the APEC process. The project was also noted by the APEC Experts Group on SMEs at their meeting in Jakarta on 25‑26 April 1994.

Human Resources Development
28. The report on this subject is dealt with under agenda item VI.

Regional Energy Cooperation

29. The SOM noted that there has not been a Working Group meeting since the last SOM. The eighth meeting of the Working Group is scheduled to take place in Japan on 25‑26 May 1994 to discuss the Leaders' initiative on the 3Es programme, current focus and future direction of the Working Group, and rational energy consumption, as well as the work programme of the Working Group.

30. The SOM was informed that the Working Group had completed an Energy Research and Development and Technology Transfer Seminar in Chinese Taipei. The SOM also noted that the Experts Groups on Clean Coal Technology, Energy Database and Technology Cooperation have met this year in Indonesia, and that Indonesia will host a Technical Seminar on Clean Coal Technology in Jakarta on 10‑14 October 1994.

31. The SOM welcomed a proposal by Japan to hold a Seminar on Coal Supply and Demand in Tokyo in October 1994.

Telecommunications

32. The Group's ninth meeting was held in Hong Kong, 28 February ‑ 3 March. The SOM noted that the second edition of the "State of Telecommunication and Regulatory Environment of APEC Economies" has been completed and is ready for publication.

33. Pursuant to instruction by APEC Ministers, the Working Group has begun negotiations on the development of guidelines on the trade International Value Added network Services (IVANS) and the procedures to govern the certification of telecommunications equipment.

34. The SOM was advised of the outcome of the EDI Coordination Meeting held at the APEC Secretariat in Singapore, 7‑8 March 1994. The SOM approved the meeting's recommendation that EDI contact points be named within each member economy to facilitate the coordination of EDI activities within APEC. The SOM also approved the preparation by the APEC Secretariat of a list of APEC electronic and paper‑based databases to facilitate coordination of the development of databases. In addition the SOM noted a proposal from the Group to establish policy to enable economies to translate and distribute APEC documents.

Fisheries

35.        The SOM noted that the fifth meeting of the Working Group was held in Sidney, British Columbia, Canada, on 6‑8 April 1994.

36.        The SOM was informed that a "Survey of Species Requiring International Cooperation in Resources Management and Existing Management and/or Scientific Supporting Arrangements in the Pacific" was completed and published, and an inventory of existing facilities and opportunities for the transfer of technology in fishery harvest and post harvest sectors was close to completion.

37.        The SOM was further informed that three new projects had been approved by the Working Group and would be submitted for financial support from the APEC Central Fund.

38.        The SOM welcomed the intention of China to host the next meeting of the Working Group in April/May 1995.

Marine Resource Conservation

39.        The SOM noted that the sixth meeting of the Working Group was held back‑to‑back with the fifth meeting of the Working Group on Fisheries, in Sidney, Canada on 11​12 April 1994.

40.        The SOM noted that three questionnaires of the Red Tide/Toxic Algae Project had been circulated to the members of the Working Group, a process that had been developed to provide additional assistance for the project coordinator. The second meeting of the task teams of the project will meet in Chinese Taipei in the second half of 1994 to review responses to the questionnaires and to make recommendations for future action. The SOM was also informed that a few new project proposals are being developed by the Working Group.

41.        The SOM agreed that the seventh meeting of the Working Group will be held in the People's Republic of China.

42.        The SOM noted the offer by Chinese Taipei to host the eighth meeting of the Working Group and also noted that decision on this issue will be made at the seventh meeting of the Working Group.

Transportation

43.        The fifth meeting of the Working Group was held in Auckland, New Zealand, on 15‑18 March 1994. The Shepherds of the Working Group informed the SOM of the addition of several new project proposals. The SOM noted that the first stage of the transportation bottlenecks project was about to be sent to tender in all APEC member economies and that a preliminary report on the project should be available by the November Ministerial Meeting.

44.        The SOM received the report on the Transportation Data Survey recently published by the Group.

45.        The SOM welcomed the decision of New Zealand to become a shepherd of the Working Group, joining Indonesia and the United States.

46.        The SOM noted that the sixth meeting of the Group would be held in Bali, Indonesia, 21‑24 September 1994. in conjunction with a working group seminar on Port Management and EDI.

Tourism

47.        The SOM noted that the Group had selected a consultant to undertake its environment project and that a report should be available by the Ministerial Meeting, and that a tender document was in the final stages of preparation for circulation to member economies seeking bids for its Human Resources Development Project. Work was also proceeding on two data collection projects.

48.        The SOM noted that the fifth meeting of the Working Group would be held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 4‑6 July 1994.

VI. Human Resources Development under the framework of APEC

49. The SOM discussed the subject of human resources development in depth, and reiterated the importance of HRD which encompasses the spectrum of APEC activities.

50. The HRD Working Group reaffirmed that it stands ready to be a resource for developing Leaders' and Ministerial initiatives, including proposing strategies for their implementation.

51. The SOM took note of the importance of the tenth meeting of the Working Group on HRD to be held in Seoul, Korea, on 13‑16 June 1994. In accordance with the summary of the Chair of the APEC Leaders Education Initiative (ALEI), ALEI activities should be coordinated with the Working Group and be further discussed at the next Working Group meeting and at the Fourth Education Forum which will take place immediately prior to that meeting.

52. The SOM recommended that the tenth meeting of Working Group focus on programmes that reflect the vision and policy issues statements adopted at the Ministerial Meeting in Seattle. It was suggested that the SOM provide policy guidelines on how to assess the priorities of the program of human resources development contained in these statements.

53. Some member economies, indicating the wide scope of the Working Group's activities and possible overlapping with the projects of other working group, recommended that prioritization of projects would also be useful in this context.

VII. Small and Medium Enterprises

A.   Report of the APEC Experts Meeting on SME in Jakarta, 25‑26 April 1994.

54. The SOM welcomed the report of the APEC Experts Meeting on SMEs which was held in Jakarta on 25‑26 April 1994 and endorsed the five priority recommendations of the Experts Group as an initial APEC work programme. The report of the Experts Meeting appears as Annex 6.

55. The SOM looked forward to the results of the survey on SMEs by Chinese Taipei.

B. Further discussion on the development of small and medium enterprises within the APEC framework

56. The SOM agreed that the Experts Group should meet again prior to the CTI and SOM meetings in September 1994 to review the survey results and other works in priority areas. Some members noted the value of assistance by PECC. The SOM expressed appreciation for the readiness of Indonesia to hold this meeting.

57.        The SOM noted that the APEC Finance Ministers, in their meeting in Honolulu on 18‑19 March 1994, encouraged IMF, World Bank, IFC and the Asian Development Bank to examine and disseminate information on successful public and private strategies for promoting financing of small and medium enterprises. The SOM requested the APEC Experts Group on SMEs to study SME financing for possible action. In this regard, the SOM noted that Chinese Taipei, in the Trade Promotion Working Group, will host in January 1995 a Trade Financing Seminar with emphasis on SME financing.

VIII. Private/Business Sector Participation

A. Discussion on the format of Private/Business Sector Participation in APEC activities

58. The SOM recalled that during the First SOM members expressed a range of views to encourage private/business sector participation in APEC activities.

59. The SOM reiterated the importance of the private/business sector's participation in APEC activities and the need to encourage their greater involvement. The SOM took note of the view of the Republic of Korea on the desirability of PBEC's engagement in the APEC process.

B. The outcome of the Private/business Sector Meeting in conjunction with the Sixth Meeting of the Working Group on Trade Promotion in Bali, 2‑4 March 1994.

60.        The SOM was briefed on the outcome of Business Sector Group Meeting held in Bali, 3 March 1994, in conjunction with the sixth meeting of the Working Group on Trade Promotion. The outcome of this meeting appears as Annex 7.

61.        The SOM noted the proposals made during the meeting with regard to private/business sector involvement in the APEC process.

62.        The SOM welcomed the initiative proposing the establishment of APB‑Net. Private/business sector are to be encouraged to participate in the first meeting of APB‑Net, scheduled for Jakarta on 24‑25 August 1994. Some members noted that the initiative should take into account potential duplication with similar private/business sector networks.

63. The SOM expressed its appreciation to the Vice‑Chairman for Trade and International Relations of the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry for his valuable information on the APB‑Net.

IX.        Cooperation in the Improvement of Commercial and Public Infrastructure

64.        The SOM had a preliminary exchange of views and underlined the importance of the improvement of commercial and public infrastructure to sustain the development of member economies.

65.        The SOM was briefed by Indonesia on the planned meeting of the World Infrastructure Forum to be held in Jakarta in October 1994.

66.        The SOM agreed to include cooperation in infrastructure improvement in the agenda of its future meetings.

X.        Leaders Initiatives

67.        The SOM noted that the first meeting of the Special Assistants to the APEC Leaders took place in Bali, Indonesia, on 17 May 1994.

68.        The SOM took note of the progress on the implementation of the Leaders' initiatives as briefed by the representatives of Australia, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, Thailand and US. It was agreed that SOM would follow up on further progress and implementation of these initiatives and report to their leaders. It was further agreed that the SOM would be guided by the Leaders' Vision Statement in establishing priorities, and welcomed Canada's offer to prepare and circulate before the next SOM a paper on how APEC's work programme is addressing the vision statement.

69.        The SOM was reminded of the proposal of the People's Republic of China referring to principles and guidelines for the implementation of Leaders' initiatives.

Organizational Issues

A. Report of the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat

70.        The Executive Director highlighted the activities carried out by the Secretariat since the last SOM in Jakarta. These activities included a series of briefings for APEC representative missions in Singapore, non‑APEC missions and chambers of commerce in Singapore; an official visit to the three North American member economies; hosting various APEC meetings; and fulfillment of various tasks set by senior Officials at the First SOM in Jakarta.

71.        The SOM welcomed the naming by the Government of Mexico of a professional staff member to the APEC Secretariat.

B. Report of the Budget and Administrative Committee (BAC)

72. SOM considered the report of the APEC Budget and Administrative Committee meeting which was held in Singapore on 28‑29 April 1994.

73.        The SOM was briefed by the Chairman of BAC on the organization of the BAC. the overall budget structure, issues related to the budgets for fiscal years 1993 and 1994, planning for review of the 1995 budget, sourcing of project funding, the APEC publication policy, review of completed projects, an APEC budget procedures handbook, measures for improving administrative and operational efficiency of APEC, monitoring and evaluating overall performance of Working Groups and recommendations for improving their efficiency and effectiveness.

74.        The SOM noted the report by the BAC Chair on the recommendations of the first committee meeting. The SOM endorsed the report's recommendations and commended the BAC for its work. There was general agreement that the BAC should take a longer term view of the future budget cycle and administrative requirements of APEC.

75.        The SOM noted certain issues related to the functions of BAC such as prioritization of funding for working group projects and the reprogramming of funds not used or fully utilized by working groups.

76.        The SOM agreed to the BAC Chair's suggestion that the BAC be given the authority to consider and approve urgent projects arising outside the normal budget cycle to a limit of US$ 20,000 per project.

77.        The SOM agreed to use US$ 10,000 from the reserve in the administrative account of the 1994 approved budget to contribute to meeting part of the cost related to three Pacific Business Forum meetings hosted by Singapore in 1994.

78.        Noting with appreciation the value of such meetings in the evolution of APEC and in light of the emergence of BAC, the SOM decided that it was no longer necessary to hold annual meetings of all working group shepherds.

79.        The SOM noted that the next BAC Meeting will be held at the APEC Secretariat in Singapore, 26 ‑ 28 July 1994.

C. Issues Related to the Structure of APEC

80. The SOM had a valuable discussion on the structure of APEC and the management of its working groups. It confirmed that the activities of the working groups were central to the APEC process and to advancing its agenda, consistent with Ministerial and Leaders mandates.

81. The SOM agreed the following principles to guide its management of the working group process in light of the growing number of the working groups’ activities:

  ‑ The SOM should focus on the policy dimension, not day‑to‑day administration, of working group activities, having regard to the continuing relevance of the working groups’ vision statements and policy issues as approved by Ministers.

  ‑ The SOM would review a limited number of working groups at each SOM; it would further examine how the working groups should be most appropriately clustered along the lines of documents 11.C.1 and 11.C.2 (Annex 8 and Annex 9).

  ‑ The SOM agreed that working groups would report to it twice a year, without ruling out the possibility that working groups could raise to any SOM those policy issues which need SOM's timely consideration. Working group reports should focus on a review of how projects and activities fit the vision and policy statements as approved by the Ministers.

  ‑ The SOM agreed that, to assist in its overview of the working group structure and activities, it would invite the BAC, in‑consultation with the APEC secretariat, to provide analysis and advice.

82. The SOM agreed to consider these issues further at its third meeting in the light of an initial report from the Chair of BAC. The SOM invited those members who wished to do so to convey their views promptly to the Chair of the BAC.

83. In respect of improving the logical consideration of its overall agenda the SOM agreed on the following order for future SOMs:

· ETI 

· CTI 

· Leaders Follow Up 

· BAC 

· Working Group activities         

i. overview by Secretariat         

ii. individual Working Group reports

XII. Future APEC Meetings in 1994

A. Dates and venues of the future SOMs and the Ministerial Meeting

84. The SOM agreed that the Third Meeting of the SOM will be held in Yogyakarta on 10‑14 September 1994 and the Fourth Meeting of the SOM in Jakarta, 6‑10 November 1994.

85.        The SOM also agreed that the Sixth Ministerial Meeting will be convened in Jakarta on 11‑12 November 1994. The SOM was informed that the next APEC Economic Leaders Meeting will be held in Bogor on 15 November 1994.

B.        Exchange of views on the topics to be included in the agenda of the next SOM (a)

86. The SOM exchanged views on the subject and agreed that the agenda of the Third SOM will include discussion on the possible joint statement of the Sixth Ministerial Meeting.

87. The SOM held a preliminary exchange of views on a proposal, advanced by the Chair, aimed at facilitating a more interactive and substantive discussion among Ministers at the annual Ministerial Meeting. The SOM agreed to return to this issue at the Third SOM in September.

C. Invitations to the Third SOM in September 1994

88. The SOM agreed to extend invitations to the Chairman of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) and the Co‑Chairs of the Pacific Business Forum (PBF).

89. The SOM also agreed to invite Chile to participate as a guest in the Third and Fourth SOMs of 1994.

XIII. Other Matters

A. APEC Environment Ministers' Meeting

90. The SOM welcomed the outcome of the Meeting of the APEC Ministers concerned with the Environment which was held in Vancouver, Canada, on 24‑25 March 1994.

91.        The SOM noted Canada's proposal to co‑host with Chinese Taipei a one‑off meeting of experts at the time and place to be decided before the September SOM to review the outcome of the Vancouver Meeting. The purpose of the meeting would be to discuss ways in which environmental considerations could be integrated into APEC's work programme.

B. Non‑members participation in APEC Working Groups

92. The SOM noted that there were requests from non‑member economies for participation in selected working group activities, but no consensus on their participation based on existing guidelines could be reached. Members discussed:

   ‑ whether consideration for APEC membership and participation in working group activities should be linked;

‑ how much weight should be given to an applicant's strengths in contributing to a particular working group; and

  ‑ whether the general issue of non‑member participation in working groups should be considered before the completion of the APEC membership policy review.

93. In the absence of consensus on these issues, the SOM agreed that the existing consensus‑based decision making mechanism endorsed by Ministers would continue to be used to treat application for non‑member participation in working group activities. Members agreed that they would keep these issues under active review.

XIV. Consideration and approval of the Report

94. The SOM approved this report.

XV. Conclusion

95. The United States, on behalf of all participants, expressed the appreciation of the Meeting for the organization and hospitality provided by Indonesia, especially by the Chairman and the SOM Organizing Committee.

