REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE APEC

TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
25‑29 SEPTEMBER 1995

I. OPENING STATEMENTS AND WELCOME

1. Australia hosted the Eighth Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group in Sydney, Australia, from 25 to 29 September 1995. The first day was taken up with meetings of project groups, steering committees and Heads of Delegation. On the second day, a seminar on "Public and Business Sectors Cooperating in Providing Transport Infrastructure" was held. This was followed by a two day plenary session, the proceedings of which are set out below. The meeting concluded with visits to various industries.

2. Over 140 participants from 18 member economies (Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Republic of Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States of America) and a representative from the APEC Secretariat attended the meeting. A number of representatives from the business sector were also present as part of their economy's delegation. PECC also attended as official observers. (A complete list of participants appears as Document TPT/WG8/INF.1/Rev.1.)

3. Opening Remarks were made by Australia as host economy.

4. Mr John Bowdler, on behalf of the Secretary of the Commonwealth Department of Transport, Mr Peter Core and the Minister for Transport, the Hon Laurie Brereton MP welcomed all participants to Sydney, Australia. Mr Bowdler complimented China on the chairing of the last TPT‑WG meeting, and also expressed his appreciation to the US delegation for the recent hosting of the Transport Ministerial Meeting held in Washington in June of this year.

5. Mr Bowdler outlined the task of this meeting to incorporate the Ministerial initiatives from Washington into the Action Program for submission to the Osaka Leaders Meeting. He stressed the challenge of this meeting to change its focus from work aimed predominantly at information gathering to work which produces tangible outcomes to meet the objectives of the Bogor Declaration.

6. The Head of the Indonesian delegation, Mr Muchtarudin Siregar also made an opening statement, thanking the Working Group for the support given to Indonesia as Lead Shepherd. Mr Bowdler, and the New Zealand and United States Shepherds took the opportunity to thank Indonesia for their efforts as Lead Shepherd.

II. CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

7. The revised agenda of the Eighth Working Group Meeting was adopted. (The agenda appears as Document TPT/WG8/PLEN/2/1.)

III. REPORTS FROM SHEPHERDS

8. Mr Maspaitella (Indonesia), as the Lead Shepherd reported to the meeting on recent developments in APEC, particularly the major outcomes of the second Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) held in Sapporo on

6‑7 July 1995 as relevant to the TPT‑WG; ie liberalisation and facilitation of trade, economic and technical cooperation, human resource development, small and medium enterprises, economic infrastructure, transportation, APEC Eminent Persons Group, Pacific Business Forum, budget and administrative issues, and future SOM activities.

9. The US Shepherd reported the outcome of the meeting in Washington in June of the APEC Ministers in charge of transportation.

10. She stressed the importance of the revision of the Action Program for transportation activities in APEC to be presented for discussion at the October SOM.

IV. REPORT FROM APEC SECRETARIAT

11. The Program Director of the APEC Secretariat briefed the plenary on discussions of the Budget and Administrative Committee meeting relevant to the TPT‑WG. In particular, he reported on the consideration of four projects of the TPT‑WG submitted for the fiscal year 1996.

12. The Program Director indicated: that the Working Group should be aware of the budgetary cycle of APEC and the limited financial resources; the Working Group should contribute to the formulation of adequate mechanisms to evaluate the quality and the efficiency of APEC projects; the Working Group should make a more efficient use of the APEC electronic system to communicate among its members.

V. TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL: OUTCOMES AND FUTURE ACTION

13. In initial discussion the Working Group agreed that reporting lines for the initiatives made by Ministers would‑be for lead economies to report back through the Group. New Zealand, as Lead Shepherd designate, would co‑ordinate and consolidate a report to the Working Group on progress with the six initiatives in advance of the 9th meeting in Vancouver. The Working Group would decide at that meeting on the nature of its report to Ministers.

(A) TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION EXCHANGE PROGRAM

14. The US offered to be the lead economy on this item and will prepare a paper for the 9th TPT‑WG meeting. The paper will discuss the value of establishing a technical transportation exchange program and offer suggestions as to how one might be appropriately be structured.

(B) APEC URBAN TRANSPORT FORUM

15. At the first APEC Transportation Ministers meeting in Washington, APEC Transportation Ministers agreed to form the APEC Urban Transport Forum to develop transportation systems that would help reduce congestion and are energy efficient and environmentally friendly.

16. At the 8th APEC TPT‑WG meeting, the Korean delegate reported the details of the APEC Urban Transport Forum (TPT/WG8/PLEN/5/4) including purpose, mode of operation, time dimensions, venue participants, steering and financing, and plan for APEC SEOUL Urban Transport Forum. The proposal of the details was approved unanimously.

(C) COMPETITIVE AIR SERVICES ‑ OPTIONS PAPER

17. At the APEC Transportation Ministerial held in Washington DC in June 1995, Ministers agreed that a small group drawn from member economies jointly prepare an Options Paper for consideration by all APEC members, on a consensus basis, for more competitive air services, with fair and equitable opportunity for all member economies. Singapore had accepted the nomination to lead this group.

18. Singapore informed the meeting that following consultations with members of the small group, a meeting of the small group would be held in Singapore on 30 ‑ 31 October 1995.    Singapore circulated an information paper (TPT/WG8/PLEN/5/2) reporting the progress of the preparations for the meeting in Singapore. Discussion papers from Australia, Chile and the United States were attached for information of all APEC members. Should Singapore receive any other papers prior to the small group meeting, Singapore would circulate them to all APEC economies.

19. Singapore looked forward to a fruitful meeting of the small group.

(D) EXPERT GROUPS ON AVIATION AND MARITIME SAFETY

20. Canada presented its proposal (TPT/WG8/PLEN/5/3) for an APEC project on safety and security, which Canada will lead. The TPT‑WG agreed that as a first step Canada would survey TPT‑WG members to identify priority safety issues. At the same time, Canada would undertake its proposed pilot project on integrated satellite‑based navigation and communication systems, complementing, not duplicating, the work of ICAO and IMO.

21. TPT‑WG members were asked to nominate project team members. Canada will involve and/or inform all members as the project progresses.

22. The TPT‑WG encouraged Canada to establish and lead a group of experts in aviation safety, in accordance with the priority of Ministers. Canada will approach members for nominations to this expert group.

23. Consideration of the establishment of marine safety and security experts groups was deferred until after the establishment of the aviation safety experts group.

24. The TPT‑WG agreed that, subject to agreement of all TPT‑WG members, ICAO and IMO representatives could be guest participants on the project team for the purpose of information exchange.

25. Indonesia presented a study proposal (TPT/WG8/PLEN/8/2) on using the Palapa Satellite as a link of Aeronautical Telecommunications Network in the Sub‑region based on the ICAO New Communication Navigation and Surveillance/Air Traffic Management (CNS/ATM) program. The Working Group considered this study as a separate study from the proposal of Canada. This study is an application study in a Sub‑region and is complementary to the Canadian proposal.

(E) FEASIBILITY OF CENTRE FOR TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION

26. Australia presented a paper as a basis of discussion on the issue (TPT/WG8/PLEN/5/5). Australia noted the desirability of proceeding in a logical way to study the cost benefit of this work and, if it is considered feasible, to look innovatively at the type of centre that would best serve the region's needs. A number of alternatives were noted, including a network approach linking existing institutions. The Australian paper suggests issues to be dealt with by the feasibility study.

27. Noting that Indonesia also submitted a paper on the same subject (TPT/WG8/PLEN/5/5A), the TPT‑WG welcomed Indonesia to lead a Steering Committee to prepare a feasibility study. Australia and New Zealand are members of the Steering Committee, and China and Chinese Taipei will advise on potential membership. The feasibility study will be presented at the next TPT‑WG meeting.

28. Discussion indicated agreement with the issues identified as a basis for the feasibility study. In particular, several economies stressed the need to identify real need before proceeding to secondary issues. Should that be established, there was a strong inclination to link existing institutions more effectively to capture the synergies of interaction.

29. As for the "centre", Chinese Taipei and the Philippines preferred the suggestion proposed by Australia, since it will take time, and cost a lot to build a new facility from the ground rather than to establish a network connecting some well established institutes/organisations in this field. Chinese Taipei proposed that the Asia Institute of Technology and other similar institutes/universities could be an element of the "Network".

(G) ESTABLISHMENT OF GROUP TO FACILITATE PRIVATISATION OR CORPORATISATION OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

30. It was agreed by the Working Group that Indonesia would retain responsibility for this item until the 9th Meeting of the TPT‑WG. Indonesia will liaise with the Committee for Trade and Investment, and other APEC groups, and present a proposal for future action at the next meeting.

VI. STATUS OF ON‑GOING PROJECTS:
(A) SURVEY OF TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM AND SERVICES: ANNUAL UPDATES (Project No. TPT/02/93, Coordinator: USA)

31. The 1995 update was distributed by the APEC Secretariat to delegates. It was agreed that the 1996 update would be undertaken.

32. There was discussion as to the future value of the survey. Future updates of the survey should be considered against the budgetary requirements of the Working Group.

(B) EDI PROJECT (Project No. TPT 01/94, Coordinator: Australia)

33. Australia as project coordinator referred to two papers it had distributed for consideration at this meeting (TPT/WG8/PLEN/6/2 and TPT/WG8/PLEN/6/3). Australia asked the Working Group if it had any comments on the recommendations in those two papers.

34. There was general support for the recommendations subject to including a number of additional points; these concerned Harmonising the use of EDI messages for particular information exchanges Covering all transport modes in developing the use of EDI in the APEC region Co‑operation with other APEC Groups and Committees working on EDI relevant matters EDI projects involving transport should be included in updated reports to the TPT‑WG.

35. Following discussions on the issue, the TPT‑WG agreed to the following: a) That as soon as practicable within the next ten years, member economies should seek to eliminate the requirement for paper documents (both regulatory and institutional) for the key messages relevant to international sea and air transport and trade; pertinent examples being: Waybills Manifests (to Regulatory Authorities and Others) Customs Declarations by Importers and Exporters Bayplans (Stowage Plan) Forwarding Instructions Arrival Notice Delivery Orders Invoice.

b) To work towards facilitating the acceptance of electronic bills of lading, taking into consideration the work being undertaken on this in other international fora.

c) That member economies report progress (or difficulties) towards meeting Recommendations (a) and (b) to the project coordinator prior to each TPT‑WG meeting. The project coordinator will provide a summary report to each meeting of the Working Group.

d) To note that the successful conclusion of Phase III of the EDI project will require businesses to engage in trials involving the exchange of EDI transport related messages between a number of APEC economies; and that the process of trials will involve addressing practical problems and should, as far as practicable, demonstrate the workings of messages in a through transport system (ie the various stages in getting goods from an exporter in one economy to an importer in another economy); and trials should be undertaken using the International Transport Implementation Guidelines agreed by the UN/EDIFACT Transport Working Group (JM4).

e) That TPT‑WG members will notify Australia, as the project coordinator, of businesses within their economies which are willing and capable of engaging in trailling transport UN/EDIFACT messages across international boundaries. Australia will prepare, in consultation with the informal EDI contact group and the nominated parties, recommended arrangements for implementing the trial. These recommendations will be submitted to the TPT‑WG for its endorsement.

f) That TPT‑WG members should aim to identify and resolve problems that may be inhibiting the successful implementation of EDI.

g) To encourage and endorse projects within APEC economies aimed at promoting the wider adoption of EDI using the UN/EDIFACT Standard.

h) That reports of successful EDI trials carried out in APEC economies should be made available to other economies.

i) Encourage harmonisation in the use of EDI messages for particular information exchanges.

j) That all transport modes should be considered in developing the use of EDI in the APEC region.

k) That there should be cooperation, and as appropriate, participation in the Advance Passenqer Information System (APIS) Project.

l) All EDI projects under the auspices of APEC which involve transport should be included in regular updated reports to the TPT‑WG, in particular the BAYPLAN and the Air Express Carriers consignments projects being undertaken under the auspices of the CTI's Sub‑Committee on Customs Procedures.

m) That it was important that the transport and related trading sectors and Customs moved forward on EDI matters in unison.

n) That the above actions be incorporated into the TPT‑WG's Action Program.

(C) STUDY OF TRANSPORTATION CONGESTION POINTS (Project No. TPT 02/94. Coordinator: U.S.A.)

36. The Chairperson of the Project Steering Committee reported on the progress of Phase II. The Interim Report was presented by the consultant. The member economies were asked to review the document and provide comments to the consultant, Mr Graham Hooper, of Maunsell Pty, Ltd. It was requested that all member economies provide their response to the Request for Information (RFI) immediately. This information is needed in order for the final report draft to be available for review on schedule. The provision of this data is important to ensure that the information on the congestion points is as complete as possible. The chairperson will provide a comprehensive package of the material presented and considered by all member economies.

37. The Steering Committee considered a draft Terms of Reference for Phase III consultant selection. The principle deliverables for the final phase of the study are:

(1) "Best Practices" Manual ‑ this will include strategies, solution, tactics and approaches for the specific and general areas identified.

(2) A technical report containing case studies requested by member economies and "success stories" from the member economies in addressing the congestion causes.

38. The timetable for the final phase calls for the final documents to presented at the 10th Meeting of the TPT​WG

39. The budget for Phase III was revised consistent with the concerns of the Budget and Administrative Committee (BAC). The Transportation Working Group again unanimously endorsed the importance of this project and the need to complete it on the current schedule. This endorsement is to be conveyed to the BAC as it considers approval of the budget for Phase III.

40. The steering committee received a proposal from Japan for a Network System Study. It was agreed that the Steering Committee would provide comments to the member economy on the proposal. Japan will provide more detail on the proposed study and present it for consideration by the Working Group at its 9th meeting.

(D) TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH DATA BASE (Project No. TPT 02/95, Coordinator: Japan)

41. Japan, as lead economy provided a database of technological research and proposed the continued update of the project. Economies were thanked for their support, although there were some outstanding responses to be received.

(E) ROAD TRANSPORT HARMONISATION (Project No. TPT01/SF, Coordinator: Australia)

42. Australia as the project group leader reported to the meeting progress on the Road Transport Harmonisation Project and made a number of recommendations for consideration by the Working Group (TPT/WG8/PLEN/6/8).

43. Fourteen economies have provided details of the regulations applied to the nine passenger car design features being analysed in the pilot project. Analysis been completed on vehicle noise, lighting installation, seat belts and windscreen wipers. An analysis of tyre requirements has also been recently completed.

44. All member economies were encouraged to provide details of their regulations to enhance the comprehensiveness of the project.

45. Approval for funding to continue with the analysis of regulated design features through a consultancy has been granted and the technical requirements of a draft consultant brief were endorsed by the Working Group. All APEC economies were encouraged to participate in the Steering Committee for the consultancy.

46. It was agreed that APEC economies would notify the APEC Secretariat of new and amended regulations for circulation to all members for information.

47. The Working Group agreed to a five stage program to assist members identify the appropriate international standardising forum for road vehicle regulations. It was further agreed by the meeting that a draft model mutual recognition agreement on regulations be developed. China stated that it would need to consult and co‑ordinate with its relevant agency.

VII. TABLING OF REPORTS ON INITIATIVES OF THE 7TH TPT‑WG MEETING

(A) APEC SEAFARERS PROJECT

48. Indonesia presented the Report on the preparation for implementing this Project (TPT/WG8/PLEN/7/1).

49. The Project will study the Seafarers problem and the role of Seafarers education and training to meet International Standard STCW 1978 (as amended 1995).

50. The timeframe of the Project is from January 1996 to July 1996, by analysing information through questionnaire distribution. The 8th meeting of the TPT‑WG supported the preparation plan and the specific comments from Australia, Philippines, New Zealand and Thailand to give more attention in implementing the project to using new data on demand and supply of Seafarers by IMO, International Shipping Federation and BIMCO, by looking more deeply into the learning process and quality of seafarers, and reference to ILO conventions.

(B) REGIONAL COOPERATION ON OIL SPILLS: PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS

51. The Philippines presented a paper on this issue (TPT/WG8/PLEN/7/2). The Philippines recommended that as Oil Spill response arrangements already exist within the region, no further activity should be considered by the TPT‑WG. However, to complete the inventory of their response arrangements, APEC economies were requested to submit either to the Philippines or to the APEC Secretariat any additional information on other existing arrangements.

52. The Philippines also recommended that as only 4 APEC economies are signatories to the OPRC Convention 1990 on Oil Spills, other APEC economies may also consider becoming parties.

53. The TPT‑WG agreed to report its decision to the Regional Energy Cooperation Working Group.

VIII. NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

(A) AVIATION PERSONNEL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS (Australia)

54. Australia outlined the background to this proposal (TPT/WG8/PLEN/8/1) and its main features, and sought the Working Group's agreement to proceed with a survey of aviation personnel licensing requirements of member economies.

55. It was noted that while APEC economies have generally adopted ICAO standards for personnel licensing, there are wide variations in the ways in which the standards are applied, and that consolidated information on each economy's licensing requirements is ‑not currently available. There was considerable discussion of the importance of the Working Group not duplicating work being done in fora such as ICAO or the DGCA Conference of the Asia Pacific, and whether this project would be more appropriately handled by those fora rather than by the APEC TPT‑WG.

56. The Working Group agreed to proceed with Phase I of the proposed project. Australia will circulate draft questionnaires to all member economies for comment on the questionnaire content and format. Finalised questionnaires will then be circulated for member economies to complete on a voluntary basis. Australia will provide the information collected from the survey to the 9th meeting of the Working Group. This will enable the Working Group to consider where further work on this project might be most appropriately directed.

57. Singapore commented that unlike general academic degrees, licenses for aviation personnel such as pilots and aircraft maintenance engineers are issued as part of an overall scheme to fulfil an authority's obligation to ensure the safety of aircraft on its register, in accordance with ICAO requirements.

58. Such licenses are not general qualifications, and they carry legal implications. Hence it may not be realistic to think of "streamlining the recognition of overseas qualifications" in relation to such licenses. However, Singapore was in full support of Australia's efforts towards ensuring that the training of such personnel meets standards that will maintain the highest levels of operational safety. Singapore therefore supported Phase I of the study, with the suggestion that more thought be given to the nature and objectives of future phases.

(B) EXPERT COMMITTEE FOR TRANSPORT TECHNOLOGY (Japan)

59. Japan proposed the establishment of an Expert Committee for Transport Technology to the Working Group (TPT/WG8/PLEN/8/3).

60. Based upon the discussion Japan will develop a more detailed proposal for the Committee before the 9th TPT‑WG meeting.

IX. SECTORAL ACTIONS TOWARDS FREE AND OPEN TRADE AND INVESTMENT, FACILITATION AND ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION IN THE ASIA/PACIFIC REGION

61. Indonesia, as the TPT‑WG Lead Shepherd reported the results of discussions among the Contact Group regarding the draft Action Program of the Working Group to be submitted to the next SOM in Japan.

62. The Lead Shepherd sought the acceptance and approval by the Working Group of the Action Program, as developed by the Contact Group, which will be forwarded to the SOM for further consideration.

63. The Program was accepted after detailed discussion of its elements and is set out in TPT/WG8/9/3Revl. It is supplemented by a matrix of activities of the Working Group, which will be kept up to date as a management document, restricted to the Group, for the major items on the Action Program (TPT/WG8/PLEN/9/4). New Zealand, as Lead Shepherd designate, will lead further development of the document prior to the next meeting.

64. Japan led discussion of resource issues facing the TPT‑WG (TPT/WG8/PLEN/9/2). Australia welcomed Japan's paper and agreed with the comments made. Australia felt that the success of the Working Group in achieving concrete actions would depend increasingly on the quality of the contact at working level between the TPT‑WG meetings among those involved in the various activities.

65. Australia also noted the need for each economy (according to its own circumstance) to ensure that adequate resources ‑ both people and finance ‑ are put to implementing Leaders' and Ministers' expectations. At the same time the need for efficient management was also well acknowledged.

66. The TPT‑WG agreed that the growing work pressures, against available resources in member economies and the Secretariat, will need close attention in priority setting and realism in setting timetables for project completion. More efficient means of liaison, including use of information technology will also be reviewed.

67. To facilitate further discussions, the Lead Shepherd will prepare for the 9th meeting a paper on the Group's working arrangements and effective use of its resources.

X.   REPORT ON THE 1995 AND 1996 BUDGET

68. Indonesia, as the Lead Shepherd, reported on the Budget of the TPT‑WG. The meeting was briefed that 1993 and 1994 projects of the TPT‑WG were completed on time, and the carryover of 1994 projects of $US3,532.80 is to be returned to the Central Fund. Further, Indonesia informed on 1995 projects and the submitted four projects that will be approved by the SOM and the Ministers as a package of the APEC Budqet for 1996.

69. A copy of the Budget is attached.

XI. LIAISON WITH OTHER APEC Working GROUPS

70. The meeting noted the Australian and Indonesian input to this item (TPT/WG8/PLEN/11/1 and TPT/WG8/11/2).

71. In line with both documents, the TPT‑WG decided that where mutual interest exists and it is possible and meaningful, the TPT‑WG liaise with other Working Groups and Committees on issues of mutual interest.

72. The Lead Shepherd with the other Shepherds, would have a broad co‑ordinating role while economies leading projects would be responsible for detailed liaison .

73. All economies would also keep in mind the opportunity for co‑ordination within their own economies' involvement in APEC.

XII. TABLING OF REPORTS FROM MEMBER ECONOMIES

Australia

74. Australia tabled a report of transport developments over the past six months (TPT/WG8/PLEN/12/1)

75. Australia spoke on international harmonisation of dangerous goods transport (TPT/WG8/PLEN/12/2). The paper submitted by Australia outlined the potential for the improved safety and reduced costs for the transportation of dangerous goods through the development of international requirements for classification, marking, labelling, package and stowage.

76. Australia noted that there would be significant value in APEC economies taking a coordinated approach to these issues in conjunction with the United Nations Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods. Australia suggests that consideration be given to inclusion of a project on these issues in the future work program of the TPT​WG.

Canada

77. A video was shown describing CN North America, a coast‑to‑coast railway owned by the Canadian Government, which will be offered for sale on the open market in the next few months. A preliminary prospectus has been issued.

Hong Kong

78. Hong Kong showed a video showing how its port facilities were to be developed over the next fifteen years. The aim was to provide adequate facilities to meet the demands of cargo, yet retain the private sector's role in financing and operating the key infrastructure components.

Indonesia

79. Indonesia introduced a new deregulation package cutting tariffs on 6,030 items and opening up ten previously restricted business      sectors (TPT/WG8/PLEN/12/7).

80. Indonesia presented a paper Privatisation Policy of Transportation Sector with model of applications at Indonesia Port Corporation II (TPT/WG8/INF.5).

81. Various projects are being implemented such as the development of container terminal III at Tanjung Priok with capacity of 1.2 million TEU, and water depth of ‑15m LWS, and development of deep sea ports at Bojonegara with container terminal capacity of 2.4 million TEU and water depth of ‑15m LWS, and grain terminal with ‑18m LWS of water depth. The Government of Indonesia is allowing foreign investors to have up to 95% in joint venture with local partners.

Japan

82. Japan introduced New National Port Policies in Japan for the era of global interchange.

83. The new policies have been set up, which consist of two major port policies on:

the formation of a port network to support global interchanges, and

the creation of a coastal zone which enriches the lives of people.

84. The outline of the 9th Five Year Port Development Plan was also introduced as an action plan for the new policies.

Mexico

85. Mexico spoke about today's problems in its economy. However the perspectives for the next years are optimistic. Regarding the transport sector, Mexico is in a process‑of modernisation. Privatisation and modernisation of the legal framework have been the main tasks this year.

New Zealand

86. New Zealand updated economies on a significant piece of work underway which sets in place an economic regime for land transport which prices the land transport system at its real cost. The first phase of this study "National Roading Account ‑ the Cost of Roading Infrastructure", addresses the costs of the roading infrastructure and outlines an approach to pricing which includes a capital return on the asset. A copy of this study was circulated to all economies and New Zealand welcomes any feedback on the policy initiative.

87. New Zealand has given considerable attention to road safety initiatives. Road crashes currently impose economic costs of about $NZ3.5billion on the community. To address this problem a National Road Safety Plan has been developed by key government and road safety groups. This calls for strong and coordinated actions by national and community organisations to lower the road toll so that New Zealand can eventually achieve a level of safety equivalent to the safest countries in the world.

88. Copies of the New Zealand National Plan are available to any economies which may be interested, and feedback is invited.

Papua New Guinea

89. PNG undertook to provide a report to the 9th meeting of the TPT‑WG in Vancouver in April 1996.

The Republic of Philippines

90. In consonance with the mandate of the Philippine Constitution not to allow restraint and unfair competition and in support of the objectives of APEC to strengthen open multilateral trading systems and reduce barriers to trade in goods and services, Executive Order No. 212 has been issued. This Order aims to accelerate the demonopolization and privatisation programs for all ports in the country by allowing and encouraging competition in the provision of cargo handling and other port services. Further, a comprehensive National Port Transport Plan shall be prepared that would link road, rail, sea and air transport systems for an efficient and effective intermodal transport network.

91. In the air transport sector, the National Civil Aviation Security Office headed by the Air Transportation Office has been given the authority to control and monitor the overall safety and security set‑up of all 85 airports nationwide and to check the safety of aircraft and aviation equipment.

Singapore

92. The Singapore delegation circulated an information paper on Singapore's Road Pricing Systems (TPT/WG8/PLEN/12/8) which were implemented to reduce traffic congestion in the city area as well as re​distribute traffic away from congested areas. A future plan for an Electronic Road Pricing System was also included in the paper.

Chinese Taipei

93. During the last decade, Chinese Taipei has experienced       quick       economic       growth (TPT/WG8/PLEN/12/3). It did improve the life of people in the economy. However, at the same time it made freeway congestion problems much worse than before. The economy would like to share its experiences learned from its congestion‑combating journey with all member economies.

94. The presentation focused on a freeway congestion relieving project recently developed and implemented in Chinese Taipei. The project includes measures of adopting high occupancy vehicle priority, improving off‑ramp traffic control, adopting differential toll and alternative route guidance for freeway traffic, encouraging public transportation usage, and adopting freeway on‑ramp metering control. The project is an application of many important congestion improving theories which Chinese Taipei believes have never been applied on any real freeway system. The successful experience of the project has shown very obvious benefit to travellers and the society as a whole.

The United States of America

95. The US spoke on the recent Pacific Rim Trans‑Tech Conference held in Seattle July 30‑August 2 1995, which was sponsored by Washington State and the US Department of Transport, Federal Highway Administration. The Conference attracted more than a thousand leaders from business, industry, academia and government to Seattle to discuss and plan the future of world transportation. The technical program was designed to present technologically advanced solutions to the rapidly changing world of transportation. The Conference also addressed critical global realities affecting today's and tomorrow's transportation systems.

XIII. OTHER ISSUES

(A) 9TH TPT‑WG MEETING ‑ VANCOUVER CANADA

96. The 9th TPT‑WG meeting, to be hosted by Canada, will be held in Vancouver in the week commencing 15 April 1996. Canada proposes to develop a Seminar topic, in liaison with other economies, on transport safety and security issues in line with the TPT‑WG's aviation and maritime safety and security project. Canada also indicated that they would take into account the Working Group's workload and resources and endeavour to make the best use of the available time at the 9th TPT‑WG meeting.

(B) FUTURE MEETINGS

97. Thailand offered to host the 10th TPT‑WG meeting, and this offer was gratefully accepted by the meeting.

(C) OTHER BUSINESS

Competitive Air Services, Small Group
98. Singapore highlighted that some economies which were not currently members of the small group on competitive air services had indicated interest in attending the small group meeting in Singapore.

99. Singapore had no objections to the participation of these economies but since the composition of the small group was decided by the Transportation Ministers at the June 1995 meeting, Singapore wished to seek guidance of the TPT‑WG on the participation of economies presently not members of the small group.

100. The TPT‑WG discussed and agreed that it was not the intention of the Ministerial Meeting to limit the participation of economies in the small group. It was agreed then that economies which were not already in the small group, but wished to attend the meeting in Singapore, inform Singapore quickly. They were also invited to submit discussion papers. Singapore would be sending an official invitation to the other economies to attend the meeting. Singapore had earlier requested economies to limit the size of delegations to no more than three to facilitate discussion. However, where requested, exceptions to the delegation's size could be made.

101. At the plenary, Indonesia, Brunei Darussalam and Thailand expressed interest in attending the meeting on 30‑31 October 1995.

XIV. CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF REPORT

102. The Report of the Chair of the Eighth APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting was considered by delegates and endorsed.

XV. CLOSING REMARKS

103. The meeting expressed its warm appreciation and congratulations to Mr Pieter Maspaitella of Indonesia, who had filled an important role of Lead Shepherd during the period since the TPT‑WG meeting in Bali. The meeting commended the very valuable work Mr Maspaitella had carried out in development of the TPT‑WG Action Program. and in preparation for the Group's report to the Osaka Leaders' meeting.

104. The meeting noted that in line with the arrangement agreed at the Working Group's 6th meeting, New Zealand would assume the role of the Lead Shepherd for the next two meetings (9th and 10th). It was agreed that Mr Maspaitella would continue in the role of Lead Shepherd until the October 1995 SOM is completed in Tokyo, in order to enable Mr Maspaitella to fulfil his task for the TPT‑WG Action Program, and report on it to the SOM. New Zealand is to assume the role of the Lead Shepherd after the SOM.

105. New Zealand, the United States, Indonesia and China expressed their appreciation of Australia's hosting of the meeting, and complimented Australia on the quality of its preparation and arrangements.

106. The Chair noted that the Working Group had made very significant progress at this meeting, and thanked all delegates for their contributions and active participation.

