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APEC INVESTMENT EXPERTS GROUP

REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

The Investment Experts Group (IEG) met in Tokyo on 19-20 September 1996.

Collective Action Matrix
The Group finalised its Summary Collective Action Matrix on Investment and Convenor’s Report. They have been forwarded to the chair of the CTI.

Investment Symposium
The second APEC Investment Symposium was held in Tokyo on 17-18 September, immediately preceding the meeting of the Group.  A report on the Symposium is attached.
The Group reviewed the conduct of the Symposium.  It considered that for future Symposiums wider attendance should be sought from the private sector, including from small and medium-sized enterprises.  The next Symposiums should be focussed on priority areas for investment and a number of suggestions were made for topics, including investment in the finance sector, manufacturing, information technology, investment incentives, disputes settlement, human resource development, transparency, entry and sojourn of key personnel, and the investment provisions of regional agreements.  Efforts should also be made to prepare a summary record of discussions and to provide a balance between academic and business speakers.
The Group endorsed offers by Hong Kong to host the next Symposium in October 1997 and by New Zealand to organise it.  As APEC chair for 1997, Canada will chair the Symposium.
Investment Guidebook
Following the publication of the third edition of the APEC Investment Guidebook both in printed form and in “G-Book” format on computer disk, the Group decided that the G-Book version of the Guidebook should be placed on the Internet for access without charge to users.  The Editorial Committee was asked to prepare options for updating the Guidebook for discussion at the next meeting of the Group.  The Group considered a request from a commercial information provider, Asia Pulse, to include the Guidebook on its computerised information service.  It requested the Secretariat to obtain further information on the proposal, including details of any charging by Asia Pulse for access to the Guidebook and confirmation that exclusive rights were not being sought.  It asked the Secretariat to prepare a paper on the issues involved in broader distribution and advertising of the Guidebook for its next meeting.
Technical Assistance
The Group considered a paper prepared by a small group, with Chinese Taipei as convenor, on possible technical cooperation projects on investment that might utilise the TILF Fund.  Members undertook to provide additional comments and suggestions for developing each proposal to the relevant lead economies, which will prepare more developed proposals for consideration at the Group’s next meeting.
Meetings in 1997
The Group decided that it will meet again in Victoria, Canada in February 1997 following the CTI meeting.  It will then consider the timing of further meetings during the year, although it expects that one meeting will be held in conjunction with the proposed Investment Symposium in Hong Kong in October 1997.
The agenda for the next meeting of the Group will include consideration of proposals made at the 1996 Investment Symposium, a review of plans for the 1997 Symposium, arrangements for updating the Investment Guidebook and for its wider dissemination and publicity, consideration of proposals for technical cooperation projects on investment, and a paper prepared by the Secretariat reviewing work in other APEC groups impinging on investment, which was held over from the September 1996 meeting.  The Group will also consider the work program on investment that the CTI may set for it at its February meeting.

N.F. Hyden
Chair, Investment Experts Group
9 October 1996
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