THE SECOND SESSION OF THE SUB‑COMMITTEE ON CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

17 ‑19 MAY 1996

REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

CEBU, PHILIPPINES

1. 
The second meeting of the Sub‑Committee on Customs Procedures (SCCP) was held on May 17 to 19, 1996 at the Mactan Ballroom of the Shangri‑La's Mactan Island Resort, Cebu, Philippines. Delegates from Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States participated in the meeting. Also in attendance were two representatives from the APEC Secretariat (Attachment 1). Mr. Titus B. Villanueva, Deputy Commissioner of the Philippine Bureau of Customs, chaired the SCCP meeting.

2. 
In the opening ceremony, Hon. Guillermo L. Parayno, Jr., Commissioner of the Philippine Bureau of Customs, delivered the keynote speech (Attachment 2). He welcomed the participants to Cebu, the country's oldest city, and congratulated the SCCP for its painstaking efforts in working towards the realization of its goal of trade facilitation among APEC economies through the simplification and harmonization of customs procedures. He reminded the delegates that while they have laid down the necessary foundation for the attainment of the SCCP's desired goals, they should not slacken their efforts as what lies ahead is the actualization of SCCP's vision and principles. He emphasized that the core of the  common action plan is the program on technical assistance and human resource development which  should be reflective of the essence of international cooperation and solidarity, two of the guiding  principles of APEC. With regard to the Philippine Customs Administration, the Commissioner  emphasized the country's need for technical assistance particularly in such areas as valuation and  adoption of the HS Convention. He capped his speech by giving assurance of the Philippine Customs  Administration's total support to the SCCP and APEC.

AGENDA ITEM 1: OPENING REMARKS

3. 
The Chairman opened the session by extending his warm greetings to all the participants and by  offering them again the friendliness and hospitality of the Filipino people (Attachment 3). He  reminded his colleagues that during the first session in Manila, the SCCP's main concern was the  submission of the members' Implementation Schedules on the Common Action Plans and the development of a  Framework for Technical Assistance and Human Resource Development. He stressed the important  role of the implementation schedules since without them the common action plans can not get off the  ground. He extended his appreciation to Japan and Canada, the lead shepherds, for their initiative in  the preparation of the comprehensive framework for technical assistance as well as to USA, New  Zealand and Australia for their invaluable assistance in coming up with said framework within a  limited time. He stressed that in this particular session, SCCP is expected to achieve significant  progress by actualizing or putting into action the various initiatives laid down and/or earlier  conceptualized.. He enjoined all the member economies to observe the spirit of cooperation as it is  crucial and indispensable in the attainment of the SCCP goal.

AGENDA ITEM 2: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

4. 
The provisional agenda was modified as follows: 


Item # 5.1 re report on ASEAN ‑ Jakarta, Indonesia  is changed to Lombok, Indonesia.  


Item # 5.3 re report on ANZCERTA ‑ the report to be made by Australia instead of New Zealand.


Deletion of Items # 9.1 B (Risk Management Approach and Electronic Commerce System) and #10.2.5 (Risk Management)


Deletion of the words "Border Control" in item #9.1 C (Rules of Origin}


The revised agenda incorporating the modifications was adopted and is attached hereto (Attachment  4).

AGENDA ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 1996 REPORT TO CTI

5. 
The Chair presented the changes made to the report on the first session of the SCCP to the CTI,  particularly paragraph no. 50 which was inadvertently deleted in the original report. The new  paragraph no. 50 now reads: "Republic of Korea suggested that the preparation of the compendium  both on Preferential, and Non‑preferential should be simultaneously done".


The previous paragraph no. 50 is renumbered 51 and subsequent paragraphs are renumbered  accordingly.


With the foregoing amendment, the report was approved by the SCCP.

AGENDA ITEM 4: REPORTS OF MEETINGS


A. 
Report of the SCCP Chairman on the April 1996 Informal Meeting in Singapore
6. 
The Chairman reported that the Committee on Trade and Investment had met in Singapore from April  18‑19, 1996 to assess and improve on the progress made in Manila during the first session last  February. At this special meeting, he informed the CTI of the progress made by SCCP particularly  with regard to the preparation of individual implementation schedules by the members in pursuance of  the 9‑point Common Action Plan. He also reported on the initial efforts of the SCCP, through Japan  and Canada who are co‑shepherding the project, to  draw up a Framework for Technical Assistance and Human Resource Development to facilitate the members' implementation of the Common Action Plan (Attachment 5). 



B. 
Reports of Other Meetings Related to APEC‑SCCP



Report on the ASEAN Meeting
7. 
The Indonesian delegate reported on the 3rd meeting of the Working Group on Customs Procedures held from 28 to 29 March 1996 in Lombok, Indonesia. The objectives of the meeting were: to further the agreement reached in the second working group meeting on customs procedures; to discuss the result of the third meeting of the ASEAN Directors General of customs and excise and the second meeting of the AFTA council; and to discuss items contained in the ASEAN Secretariat papers particularly on the workshop on customs valuation held on March 25‑27, 1996. It was also reported that the workshop on customs Valuation was organized to achieve the objective of making the necessary preparations to ensure a smooth transition in the implementation of the GATT Valuation Agreement and making the necessary steps to harmonize the implementation of the GVA for trade facilitation.

8. The discussions were focused on the publication of a Guidebook on Customs Procedures, harmonization of customs valuation systems and harmonization of customs procedures (Attachment 6). 



Report on the Sixth Regional Conference of Customs Administrations

9. 
The Malaysian delegate reported that the 6th Regional Conference of Customs Administrations was held in Langkawi, Malaysia on 22‑25 April 1996. He apprised the body that the meeting is held annually to enhance cooperation and understanding among customs administrations in the Asia‑Pacific Region. The theme of the conference is "Customs Regional Development Through Strategic Planning" which was first introduced by Malaysia during the 5th Regional Contact Point Meeting held in Kuala Lumpur with the view of highlighting the significance and gearing regional members for the task ahead. Among the issues decided during the Conference were: (a) nominations of: India as the next Vice Chairman; Indonesia and Korea as members of the Policy Commission; membership of Thailand in the Finance Committee; (b) forming of working groups for the Regional Strategic Plan; (c) citing Japan for its excellent work in the enhancement of training activities in the region; (d) commendation of Hong Kong for its outstanding achievement in the hosting and functioning of RILO; and (e) Japan succeeding Hong Kong in 1999 in hosting RILO (Attachment 7).



Report on the ANZCERTA Meeting

10.
Australia said that it did not have much further to add since the February meeting. Discussions, however, are ongoing on the strategic alignment of policy on Information Technology between the two Customs Services.

11.
New Zealand Customs and Australian Customs also continue to work toward a final version of the trade facilitation business agreement.



Report on the First ASEM Meeting

12.
The Thai delegate reported on the inaugural Asia‑Europe Meeting (ASEM) which was chaired by Thailand's Prime Minister and held in Bangkok on March 1‑2, 1996. In attendance were Heads of State and Government from 10 Asian nations and 15 European nations. Significant issues taken up during the meeting were: fostering political dialogue; reinforcing economic cooperatives; promotion of cooperation in other areas; and future course of ASEM. On customs‑related matters, the following were agreed upon: (a) promotion of greater trade and investment between Asia and Europe; (b) strengthening, through bilateral and multilateral initiatives between the two regions, ways of dealing with illicit drug trade, money laundering and other international crimes; and (c) development of closer cooperation among authorities in Asia‑Europe in the area of customs procedures.(Attachment 8)
13.
The Japanese delegate supplemented the Thai report by noting the Japanese Prime Minister's strong personal interest in the customs cooperation as well as the support given by other leaders in Asia and Europe, which resulted in the proposal to hold the ASEM DG‑Commissioners Meeting.

14.
The Chinese delegate informed the body that a consensus was reached to hold the First ASEM DG ‑Commissioners Meeting on June 21, 1996 in China with China Customs acting chairman.

15.
All the reports were duly noted by the members.

AGENDA ITEM 5: Submission of Report on the Framework for Technical Assistance and Human Resource Development.


A.
Part I of the Framework for Technical Assistance and Human Resource



Development (Japan)
16.
Japan informed the SCCP that the technical assistance framework paper was jointly prepared by Japan and Canada based on submitted implementation schedules, inputs and support from volunteer economies. Part I of the paper provides information on the common bottlenecks to be encountered by members; bilateral and multilateral assistance programs and possible sources of funding; modalities of technical assistance for the nine items; and the system of managing the provisions for technical assistance (Attachment 9). It informed the group that their concurrence with the paper will be the basis in the preparation of the concrete work program for the October 1996 SCCP meeting. He requested for volunteers to coordinate the technical assistance needs required by some members. 

17.
The Korean delegate observed that the need for funding may be addressed through bilateral negotiations. He informed the body that Korea provides aid and technical assistance to some of the economies in the APEC region.

18.
The Chairman expressed his appreciation for Korea's concern in identifying sources of funding. He reiterated the lead shepherds' invitation for economies who may desire to offer pledges of assistance which could be in forms other than financial.

19.
The Head of the Philippine delegation offered the Philippines as venue for any meeting which may be contemplated as part of the technical assistance program. China likewise volunteered as one of the possible training venues. New Zealand also offered to provide support and the United States offered as well to Mexico and Chile.

20.
The Chairman lauded the positive response elicited from the member economies and extended appreciation to the volunteers for their offers of assistance. The discussions were concluded by the group endorsing the framework paper.


B.
Part II of the Framework for Technical Assistance and Human



Resource Development (Canada)

21.
Canada explained that Part II of the Concept Paper on the Framework for Technical Assistance and Human Resource Development provides a foundation for delivering assistance to members by relating requests for assistance to activities that need to be undertaken in response to those requests. The paper consists of three sets of draft documents for each of the nine action plan items: (1) a suggested implementation strategy; (2) a summary of implementation plans; and (3) an implementation/assistance framework (Attachment 10). 

22.
Since all the members are in agreement with the concept and proposed strategies for implementation, the group accepted and endorsed the paper.

23.
Canada asked for some volunteers to act as coordinators for the nine action plan items. It explained that the role of the coordinator is to manage the actual delivery of technical assistance and to help develop any necessary funding proposals. This will involve conducting a "needs analysis"; identifying offers of assistance; identifying experts; coordinating SCCP activities with other groups; and finalizing the assessment program

24.
After consultations, the following agreed to act as coordinators for the nine common action plans:

	Action Plan Items


	Coordinators

	a. HS Convention
	Japan

	b Public Information
	Hong Kong and Singapore

	c. Kyoto Convention
	New Zealand and Japan

	d. UN/EDIFACT
	Philippines and Australia

	e. WTO Valuation Agreement
	Canada and United States of  America

	f. WTO Trips Agreement
	Korea and United States of America

	g. Clear Appeals Provisions
	Philippines and Canada

	h. Advance Ruling System
	New Zealand

	i. Temporary Importations
	United States of America



C. Presentation/Discussion on the Valuation Proposal as a Model for the Technical 
Assistance   Framework (Canada)
25.
Members discussed the draft Valuation Implementation Program Proposal that had been distributed to members prior to the meeting. (Attachment 11) Canada explained that the purpose of the proposal it was developing was to seek APEC funding and to provide a model for future funding requests.

26.
As a point of information, the APEC Secretariat informed the group that the Budget and   Administration Committee (BAC), which reviews all funding requests, meets only twice a year. As such, the SCCP will need to take note of the timetables of CTI, SOM and BAC if it wants the funding proposal to be considered in a timely manner.

27.
Delegates recognized that technical assistance to help members implement the nine action plan items was critical to achieving APEC's goals as Customs administrations are the trade gateways for all   national economies. Obtaining funding for the SCCP action plan is critical to laying the foundation for simplifying, harmonizing and modernizing customs administration in the region.

28.
Delegates approved the proposal and requested Canada to finalize the valuation proposal and to   submit it for approval. Coordinators were asked to further develop the proposals for the remaining action plan items. It was noted that members should inform their CTI and SOM colleagues of this   impending funding request and enlist their support. Members acknowledged with appreciation the tremendous amount of work that went into the preparation of the Implementation Assistance Framework principally contributed by Canada and Japan with the help of some members.   

AGENDA ITEM 6: UPDATE/REVISION/SUBMISSION BY MEMBER ECONOMIES OF THEIR IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULES ON THE COMMON ACTION PLAN

29.
The meeting took note of the updates/provisions submitted by Philippines, Malaysia and Mexico on their implementation schedules to the common action plans.

AGENDA ITEM 7: SUMMARY REPORT ON THE COLLECTIVE ACTION PLAN

30.
New Zealand gave an update on the summary report on the Collective Action Plan. Since publication, there have been changes to the Implementation Schedules. These changes will be reflected and depending on the willingness of the APEC Secretariat to reprint the new forms, a revised issue of the publication will have to be made. The group was also informed that upon the suggestion of the CTI chair, the summary paper was retitled "Osaka Action Agenda Collective Actions on Customs Procedures".

31.
The APEC Secretariat expressed its willingness to reprint and distribute the documents to all APEC member economies after all revisions have been reflected.

32.
New Zealand observed that since the report is a "living document", it will require annual updating. The members agreed with the observation and New Zealand will update the document annually .

AGENDA ITEM 8: DISCUSSION OF THE 1996 WORK PROGRAM


A.
Collective Action Plans as Mandated by the Osaka Action Agenda




Common Data Elements (Canada)
33.
Canada, updating the group on the Common Data Elements project, reported that the work is proceeding rather slow and had so far received nine replies from member economies. Canadarequested the remaining members to submit their comments to enable it to prepare a preliminary report on the project.



Rules of Origin 

34.
Australia is working closely with Japan on the preparation of the compendium on both nonpreferential and preferential rules of origin. Ten member economies have already submitted preferential ROO information, while the non‑preferential ROO information is to be submitted to Japan by 14 June 1996. Australia has responsibility for completing the volume on preferential ROO and Japan, the non‑preferential ROO.

35.
A seminar on ROO will be held in the Philippines in August this year. Australia will provide delegates with the draft agenda and details of arrangements shortly.

36.
Hong Kong expressed full support to the SCCP Information Seminar on ROO and assured its active participation in the seminar which will be hosted by the Philippines in August 1996. Given the dual nature (technical/policy) of ROO, Hong Kong suggested that the subject be addressed at both SCCP and CTI. It likewise supported the present division of labour to the effect that the SCCP looks after the "implementation dimensions" of ROO, while the CTI gives more substantive discussion of ROO in the context of a trade policy issue. At the CTI level, Hong Kong opines that focus is not harmonizing rules but affording members the opportunity to share thoughts on the ROO on trade. Hong Kong urges members to contribute as much as possible to make this exercise a success.



Common Field Surveys (Common Yardstick to Conduct a Survey in the Time 



Required for Cargo Clearance among Members) (Japan)

37.
In connection with the Common Field Survey, Japan reported that the WCO Permanent Technical Committee had accepted the SCCP's suggestions regarding certain guidelines that are meant to reflect more accurately the time required for cargo clearance. It was emphasized, however, that the survey is not meant to establish norms and compare different member economies but to help find the bottlenecks in the cargo clearance process so that they can be addressed accordingly.


B. 
Short‑term Work program



Seminar on Risk Management (Australia)

38.
Australia, being the lead shepherd of the seminar on Risk Management, reported that the seminar will take place in September in China (Attachment 12). 



39.
China, being the co‑host of the seminar, added that the training site is Shangri‑La Hotel in Hangzhou . It was requested that member economies interested in sending participants to the seminar inform the host economy before June 20, so as to facilitate hotel reservations.



Study on APEC Cargo Clearance System (Australia)

40.
Australia informed the group that this project is closely aligned with the Canadian Feasibility Study on Common Data Elements. Both projects are being progressed together with all economies being requested to prepare detailed listings of data requirements Once this information has been collected by Canada work will proceed on harmonizing and nationalizing requirements Australia will use this information to develop best practice guidelines for cargo clearance procedures.



Feasibility of Exchanging Classification Rulings (New Zealand)

41.
New Zealand reported that its original proposal to construct an information only tariff opinions data base had been supported in principle by Indonesia, Singapore and the Philippines. On the other hand, Canada, supported by Australia, had expressed some reservations about the proposal, particularly about issues of privacy and the duplication of efforts with the WCO's Commodity Database. (Attachment 13). 


42.
The Sub‑Committee was informed that the WCO database will include 191,000 items, contain the HS Explanatory Notes together with the alphabetical index and a correlation between the 1992 and 1996 nomenclatures.

43.
The Sub‑Comrnittee decided to support the WCO database as the means to satisfy the Pacific Business Forum's recommendation and the proposal was removed from future agenda.


Development of Guidelines for Annexes to the Kyoto Convention (Canada/USA/Japan/ Australia)

44. 
Canada gave an update on the development of guidelines for annexes to the Kyoto Convention. It informed the members that the Working Group (Canada, Australia, Japan and USA) is finalizing the revision of Annex B 1 which is about the clearance for home use; a permanent technical committee will be composed to review the Annex on guidelines on importation; and the review of Annexes B2, B3 and F6 will be distributed to the members of the WCO Working Group in February 1997.

45. 
Canada also apprised the members of the results of the February 1996 meeting of the Working Group in Ottawa where the proposal of the WCO Secretariat to develop the horizontal annexes before continuing with the review of the remaining annexes was approved.

46. 
The meeting noted the paper submitted by Japan on WCO's proposed legal structure of the Kyoto Convention including the horizontal annexes (Attachment 14). 

47. 
Japan informed the members that the information paper is to give the Sub‑Committee a clear idea on the general direction of WCO's work on the Kyoto Convention, so that the members could actively contribute to the review of the Kyoto Convention. 

48. 
The SCCP supports the Working Group's recommendation and the direction in the review of the Kyoto Convention.


Port to Port Bayplan (Australia)

49. 
Australia gave a brief background on the project which was introduced in the November 1994 Customs Procedures Group meeting. Initial participants to the project were the economies of Australia, Republic of Korea and Singapore. Messages have been developed and a number of Australian companies are actively seeking trading partners to trial data transfers. Formal testing between Australia and Singapore is likely to commence soon

50. 
The lead shepherd informed the group that interest in the concept has been expressed by Indonesia Malaysia,Thailand and Japan.


Air Express Carrier Consignments (Australia/Singapore/Chinese Taipei)

51. 
An update on the air express carrier consignment system project was given by Australia. It reported that progress on the project implementation since business cases were tabled in October 1995 . Participants have agreed to meet again in July to review progress on these initiatives, to examine the data comparison and to discuss proposals for future international cooperative initiatives to further facilitate the flow of express consignments.

52. 
Chinese Taipei reported that it has implemented the proposed express handling system, which is the clearance procedure exclusive to air express consignment. Singapore likewise reported that the progress on the implementation of the business case initiative is proceeding on schedule.


Seminar on Computer Application Systems and Study Missions on Singapore’s


Computerized Customs Procedures (Singapore)


a. Seminar on Computer Application Systems

57. 
Singapore reported that the Singapore Customs had began preparation for the IT seminar scheduled to be held from July 29 to August 1, 1996. The seminar is aimed at providing insights into Singapore's various sub‑systems instrumental in the efficient collection of revenue. Twelve applications for the seminar have so far been received. Member economies who have yet to submit their applications were urged to do so as soon as possible.

58. 
Singapore informed the body that a special request to attend the seminar was received from Vietnam. Singapore sought the advice of the other members on how to proceed with the said request considering that Vietnam is not a member of APEC.

59. 
The APEC Secretariat explained to the group the procedures of non‑member participation in APEC activities. The Secretariat informed the SCCP that in such cases, there must be a consensus among all APEC‑SCCP members to allow Vietnam, a non‑APEC member, to participate in the APEC activity. After some deliberations, the SCCP agreed that Vietnam could participate in the seminar to be hosted by Singapore

Study Missions on Singapore’s Computerized Customs Procedures

60. 
Singapore reported on the developments of the study missions on its computerized customs procedures. To date, 48 places have been applied for by APEC members for its series of 4 study missions. The first four‑day study mission took place from April 22‑25, 1996. Participants from Australia, Brunei, People's Republic of China, Indonesia and Thailand attended the study mission. Basically, the study missions center around Singapore Customs documentation and clearance procedures. Member economies are, however, free to indicate any special area of interest which they would like to study.

AGENDA ITEM 7: INFORMATION SESSION


A. APEC Business Sector Liaison


4th APEC Customs‑Industry and International Assembly (APEC‑CIIA)

61. 
Before the Philippine presentation on the 4th APEC Customs‑Industry and International Assembly, the Chairman sought approval from the members of the request from the private sector group in the Philippines to join the meeting while the topic is under discussion in order that they can be apprised of the SCCP's plans concerning this forthcoming event. The Chairman explained that in line with the APEC policy of closer relations with the private and business sector, the Philippine Bureau of Customs has sought the assistance of the Customs Industry Consultative Group (CICG), an institution organized to promote better relations between customs and the business sector. There being no objection from the members, the SCCP approved the request.

62. 
The Philippines then presented the highlights of the four major Manila Customs International events scheduled in October 1996 (Attachment 15). The events according to their schedule are as follows:


a. The 4th APEC Sub‑Committee on Customs Procedures Meeting to held on October 12‑ 14, I 996;


b. The 4th APEC Customs‑Industry International Assembly to be held on October 15‑17, 1996;


c. The International Federation of Customs Brokers Conference to be held on October 14‑17, 1996; and


d. The Conference of Customs Administrators of the Asia‑Pacific to be held on October 1517, 1996.

63. 
The convergence in a single venue of the three major sectors in international trade and commerce namely: the Customs Administrators, Captains of Industries and leaders of the Brokers' profession is considered a historic and unprecedented opportunity that will showcase the "triad" in global trade cooperation. This underscores the close collaboration between customs and the private sector.

64. 
The United States, Canada and Australia expressed support for the scheduled activities

65. 
The representatives of the Philippine Customs‑ Industry Consultative Group expressed their full support to the project by serving as co‑sponsors and informed the SCCP they will appreciate any assistance from the member economies.


B. Others topics



Discussion of the ICC/WCO International Customs Model (USA)

66. 
USA reported that representatives of the World Customs Organization (WCO), the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), and customs administration delegates of the WCO's Policy Commission members, met in Brussels to discuss the ICC's proposal concerning the development of an International Customs Model.

67. 
Participants suggested the implementation of a range of prototypes (i.e., carefully monitored experimental arrangements between customs administrations and trading partners), in order to encourage implementation of customs best practices.

68. 
Several prototypes are already in existence and several customs administrations are now actively considering prototype scenarios, possible funding sources and potential private sector partners.


Advance Passenger Clearance (Australia)

69. 
Australia reported on the progress of Advance Passenger Clearance (APC) which is a tripartite understanding involving Qantas, Australian Customs Service and Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs. Australia informed the group that the Customs and Immigration are actively negotiating with a number of airlines and expect to reach agreement with them before the end of the year.

APEC Business Card (Australia)

70. 
Australia reported that the APEC business card allows accredited business travelers from APEC economies to travel on business purposes to other participating APEC economies without additional immigration requirements. The progress of the project has slowed down as the main focus has been on the introduction of Advance Passenger Clearance.

APEC Associated Laboratory Project (Australia)

71. 
Australia reminded the group that the APEC Associated Laboratory Project was commenced to relieve difficulties experienced by the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Program because of delays resulting from customs formalities. At the last meeting a list of customs contacts was established to overcome some of these difficulties. The Customs contacts list was distributed to the relevant laboratories, and no further problems have been reported.

Collaboration on EDI

72. 
The Chairman reported that communications have been forwarded to the Transportation Working Group and Telecommunication Working Group regarding the project on EDI. Coordination with these groups is necessary to avoid duplication of efforts. No response however, has been received from these groups. China indicated that the Chairs of the CTI, Telecommunication and TPTWG recognize and fully support the efforts made by the SCCP regarding the project.

AGENDA ITEM 8: OTHER MATTERS


A. Request for In formation by the Australian Study Centre

73. 
The Chairman took the opportunity to ask the members regarding a request from the Australian Study Center for its possible inclusion in the mailing list of APEC publications. New Zealand, Japan and Australia posed no objection to the request of the Australian Studies Center since the Sub‑Committee had earlier approved a reporting format for external purposes following the principle of transparency. The meeting approved the request only in so far as the Osaka Action Agenda‑Collective Action on Customs Procedures.

74. 
As a matter of policy, the APEC Secretariat informed the body that when copies of documents are distributed to the members, the identification of the recipients of these documents is left to the discretion of the members.


B.
IATA Proposal for an APEC UN/EDIFACT Workshop

75. 
Australia informed the meeting that the International Air Transport Association (IATA) has offered to conduct a seminar on the implementation of UN/EDIFACT for APEC members and that such a seminar may provide a useful link between Customs and their private sector clients at the same time as furthering implementation of the Common Action Plan.

76. 
Since the paper submitted by Australia has just been circulated discussion on the subject was deferred for the next meeting although Australia encouraged members to notify them of any interest in such a seminar in the interim so that IATA could gauge the demand.


C. Date and Venue of next SCCP Meeting

77. 
The Chair recalled the absence of a consensus concerning the date and venue of the next SCCP meeting during the first session of the Sub‑Committee in Manila. Australia, Korea and the United States are of the opinion that the proposed August meeting could be dispensed with. The meeting agreed to forego with the August meeting in Davao. Hence, the next Sub‑Committee meeting will be held in Manila which is tentatively set for 12‑14 October, 1996.

AGENDA ITEM 9: CLOSING REMARKS

78. 
The Chairman expressed satisfaction for the significant headway made by the SCCP in this session. He congratulated Canada and Japan, as well as the other shepherd economies for their initiatives and efforts in meeting their respective commitments in relation to the collective action plan. The delegates congratulated the Chairman for his professional handling of the meeting and expressed appreciation for the warm hospitality of the host economy.

