TPT/WG10/PLEN/INF.1

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE TENTH MEETING OF THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

PHUKET, THAILAND, 25-29 NOVEMBER 1996

I.
OPENING STATEMENT AND WELCOME

1.
Thailand hosted the Tenth Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group in Phuket, Thailand from 25-29 November 1996.  The first day was taken up with meetings of project groups, Steering Committees, and Heads of Delegation.  On 26 November 1996, a seminar on “Multimodal Transport Development” was held.  It was then followed by a two day plenary session, the proceedings of which are set out below.  The Meeting concluded with the visits to Phuket Port and Phi Phi Island. 

2.
Over 180 participants from all 18 member economies (Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, the People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Republic of the Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States of America) were in attendance.  A representative from the APEC Secretariat also attended the Meeting. (A complete list of participants appears as Document TPT/WG10/PLEN/INF.1).

3.
Opening remarks were made by Thailand as host economy welcoming delegates to Phuket, stressing the importance of the Meeting, not only for the exchanges of information and expertise in transport but also for initiating new projects to improve and upgrade transport services in the region.

II.
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

4.
The Agenda was adopted with the inclusion of an application for guest status by the Orient Airlines Association (OAA), under Agenda Item 9.

III.
REPORTS FROM SHEPHERDS

5.
The Shepherds tabled a report (TPT/WG10/PLEN/3/1) covering project progress and principal management activities during 1996.  The project reports had been revised slightly at the meeting of Shepherds and Heads of Delegations (HOD) on 25 November 1996.  In presenting the report, the Lead Shepherd thanked his co-Shepherds for their assistance during the year.

6.
The Shepherds’ Report was adopted by the Plenary, the section of the report dealing with Ministerial initiatives being amended to show Chinese Taipei as the venue for the second Urban Transport Forum, and an editorial amendment to the key to incorporate the provisional categorisation as TILF/ECOTECH and to paragraph 3 regarding the projects on more competitive air services with fair and equitable opportunity.

IV.
APEC SECRETARIAT REPORT

7.
The Director (Program) of the APEC Secretariat made a presentation of the outline and characteristics of the Manila Action Plan for APEC (MAPA), endorsed by the Eighth APEC Ministerial Meeting in Manila and approved by the Economic Leaders meeting in Subic, 25 November 1996. Other elements reported by the APEC Secretariat were the approval of six TPT projects by the BAC meeting in October and the considerations by the said committee of factors impeding project implementation. The Director (Program) informed the group about the decision of the Ministerial Meeting in Manila to end the moratoria for new members  with the view to admitting a limited number of new members. Finally, the APEC Secretariat reported that Ministers discussed the issue of non-members participation in APEC Working Group Activities and adopted the Consolidated Guidelines relating to this matter.  The meeting took note of the APEC Secretariat Report (TPT/WG10/PLEN/4/1)

8.
The Budget and Administration Committee (BAC), in its meetings in Singapore on 6‑8 August 1996 and Manila on 14 October 1996 approved six projects presented by the Transportation Working Group.

	
	Project Code
	Fund Requested

	Road Transport Harmonization Project. Phase 2
	TPT 01/97
	50,000

	Regional Cooperation of Oil Spill Preparedness and Response Arrangements
	TPT 02/97
	  5,000



In the case of the Special Account for Trade and Investment Facilitation and Liberalization, the BAC approved the following projects:

	
	Project Code
	Fund Requested

US Dollars
	Decision
	Provision 

US Dollars

	
	
	191,340
	
	180,700

	International Vehicle Standards Harmonization Seminar
	TPT 02/97T

(Rev.)
	16,000
	Approved
	16,000

	Seafarers STCW Training
	TPT 03/97T

(Rev.)
	117,040
	Tentatively

Approved
	106,400

	Workshop on Privatization or Corporatization of Transport Infrastructure Projects
	TPT 02/97T

(Rev. 
	36,500
	Approved
	36,500

	Seminar on EDI Implementation in Transport Sector
	TPT 04/97T
	21,800
	Approved
	21,800


TOTAL: US Dollars 235,700

V.
MANAGING THE WORK OF THE TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

9.
The Shepherds, Director (Program) and Heads of Delegations (HODs) met separately from the Plenary on 25-26 November to discuss management of group including the transportation action program matrix and categorisation of the two “no-consensus” items in the matrix. The Lead Shepherd tabled a record of the Shepherds/HODs meeting (TPT/WG10/PLEN/5/1) and two further papers, the Shepherds Recommendations on Management (TPT/WG10/PLEN/5/2) and the Transportation Action Program (TPT/WG10/PLEN/5/3).

10.
In presenting the record of the Shepherds/HODs meeting, the Lead Shepherd drew the attention of the Plenary to the consensus of the Shepherds and HODs on management recommendations, the revised transportation action program and the 2nd Transportation Ministerial meeting.  The decision of the Shepherds/HODs to provisionally categorise “More Competitive Air Services with Fair and Equitable Opportunity” and “Aviation Personnel Licensing” as TILF/ECOTECH subject to further consideration of TPT/WG was endorsed by the Plenary.  The meeting record was also adopted by the Plenary subject to two amendments related to the Shepherds/HODs discussion of the categorisation, and the arrangements for the second Ministerial meeting.

11.
The Lead Shepherd then presented the management recommendations (TPT/WG10/PLEN/5/2) arising from the Shepherds/HODs meetings and these were endorsed.

12.
The Transportation Action Program (TPT/WG10/PLEN/5/3) was then tabled and discussed, the Lead Shepherd drawing attention to a supplementary paper (TPT/WG10/PLEN/5/3 (Rev)) with replacement pages which implemented the categorisation decisions agreed by the Shepherds /HODs.  The amendments were approved.

13.
Regarding some similar Transportation Action Projects which are likely to involve duplication of problem as they are evolved into more concrete implementation plans, Korea suggested Lead Economies concerned with those projects contact each other, as often as possible, to discuss the scope of their activities so as to avoid the duplication of time and resources, and TPT-WG monitor and review the progress of those activities, and, if necessary, co-ordinate them in terms of the scope of work and budget allocation.

VI.
TRANSPORT MINISTERIAL ISSUES


Preparation for the Second Transport Ministerial Meeting in Canada in


June 1997

14.
At the 25th November 1996 Shepherds and Heads of Delegation Meeting, Canada outlined plans for the Second APEC Transport Ministerial Meeting to be held in Victoria, Canada on 23-24 June 1997 and sought comments on the draft program which had been previously circulated.  There was consensus for the Canadian proposal at that time as set out in the Shepherds-Heads of Delegation Report.  The TPT-WG Plenary confirmed that the Ministerial Meeting had the APEC economies endorsement in accordance with the APEC process of consensus building.

Status of Ministerial Initiatives

Safety and Security Project


Satellite Navigation and Communication Project

15.
The Project Team held its Second Meeting on 25 November 1996.  Background documents prepared by consultants were finalized.  Japan also presented the latest details of its MTSAT program designed to support aviation Satellite Navigation and Communication when it becomes operational in 2001.
16.
A draft Joint Policy Statement was discussed at length and amended to incorporate suggestions by participants.  With the submission of this Joint Policy Statement for approval of APEC economies, this project led by Canada was considered completed.  It is intended to seek Ministerial endorsement of this Policy Statement at the APEC Transport Ministers Meeting in June 1997. The Working Group accepted the Project Team’s paper, noting that it would need to consider at a later date how such papers would be handled for the APEC Transportation Minister’s Meeting in June 1997.

Group of Experts on Aviation Safety
17.
The Group of Experts held its Second Meeting on 25-26 November 1996.  The Canadian Chair reported at the TPT-WG Plenary on the outcome of this Meeting and identified the aviation safety issues considered in most need of resolution, namely,

1.  lack of uniform capability to provide for safety oversight of air transport throughout the Region;

2.  lack of harmonised aviation safety rules in the Region;

3.  air traffic conflict;

4.  shortage of skilled aviation employees in industry; and,

5.  lack of aviation incident database.

18.
The Group of Experts commenced work on the development of specific recommendations to address these safety issues.  The Group planned to finalize proposals at the Group of Expert Meeting to be held in conjunction with the 11th TPT meeting and present recommendations to Ministers at the June 1997 Meeting in Victoria, British Columbia.


Urban Transport Forum

19.
The Meeting endorsed the report presented by Korea on the First Urban Transport Forum which was held between 20-22 November 1996 in Seoul.  The participants at the Forum agreed that the First Urban Transport Forum was productive and provided a valuable opportunity to share experiences of individual economies and exchange ideas and views regarding problems and possible solutions thereto.  The participating economies also agreed that Urban Transport Forum should be held on an annual basis to address urban transport problems and further agreed with the Chinese Taipei’s proposal to host the Second Urban Transport Forum in September 1997.  Korea also explained that the Forum, after some other Urban Transport Fora, would submit a “Best Practices” report to member economies as an outcome of this activity which would involve budget implication.

20. 
The Thai Delegation, while commending Korea for its initiative and Chinese Taipei for its generous offer to host the Second Forum, suggested that urban congestion needed to be alleviated as a matter of urgency and that two sessions of the Forum should be held each year.  The Korean Delegation agreed to take up the matter with participating economies in due course.


Group on More Competitive Air Services with Fair and Equitable


Opportunity

21.
For the benefit of new Delegates to the Meeting, the Singapore representative informed that the Small Group had completed its work in Singapore in October 1995 and submitted the Options Paper to the APEC TPT-WG at its 9th Meeting in April 1996.  The TPT-WG agreed to forward the paper, without any changes, to the APEC Transport Ministers.

22.
The Singapore representative said that the New Zealand Transport Minister, as Lead Shepherd economy, had written to the other APEC Transport Ministers in September 1996 to suggest that the Options Paper be endorsed and the Small Group be re-convened to further its work.  The representative informed that Singapore had already replied to New Zealand and that the New Zealand Minister is awaiting the replies of the APEC Transport Ministers.

23.
The Lead Shepherd said that member economies were prompted to reply to the New Zealand Transport Minister’s suggestion. He added that the HODs agreed to the circulation of the Japanese papers (TPT/WG10/PLEN/3/2 and/or 6/5) at the Plenary meeting.

24.
The Singapore representative highlighted that the Lead Shepherd/Heads of Delegation had also discussed on the previous day the use of the term “Small Group” for this transportation action item.  The HODs pointed out that the Small Group was no longer a small group. Any APEC member economy could attend the Meetings of this action item if it so wishes.  As such, it would be more appropriate to refer to the project as the “Group on More Competitive Air Services with Fair and Equitable Opportunity” henceforth.

25.
The US delegation expressed its appreciation to Singapore for successfully leading the Small Group to complete the Options Paper.

Technical Transportation Exchange Program

26.
The United States presented a revised proposal (TPT/WG10/PLEN/6/4) for an APEC Technical Transportation Exchange Program, noting that the new proposal addressed certain issues and questions raised about the program during the 9th TPT-WG Meeting.  In particular, the new proposal lists specific areas by modes of transportation in which economies might exchange experts and alternative means of funding exchanges.  The United States concluded by indicating that a survey or questionnaire would be circulated to member economies requesting information on existing exchange programs, their funding, areas of expertise, and areas of interest.

The Initial Investigation for the Feasibility of a Centre for Transport-ation Research, Development and Education in the Asia Pacific Region

27.
The Steering Committee which comprised seven economies and was chaired by Indonesia, deliberated on the Terms of Reference and for investigation distributed questionnaires for taking stock of availability of transport research, development and education providers. The Terms of Reference were accepted by the Plenary as TPT/WG 10/PLEN/6/8.

28.
The questionnaire will be further refined for use by each economy for obtaining information.  The Steering Committee will present a progress report of its work to the 11th TPT-WG Meeting and a final report will be presented to the 12th TPT-WG Meeting.


Establishment of Group to Facilitate Privatization or Corporatization of


Infrastructure Projects

29.
The First Meeting of the Expert Group to Facilitate Privatisation or Corporatization of Transport Infrastructure in APEC consisted of 23 representatives from 13 economies.  The meeting was held on 26 November 1996 and was chaired by Indonesia. The Meeting recognized the importance of Workshops to be conducted in 1997 and 1998, to assist the Group in developing a plan/program aimed at promoting further development and mobilization of capital to finance transport infrastructure projects in all APEC Economies. 

30.
The Group also agreed that to progress its work in advance of the workshops, a member may circulate to other members of the Group papers on work they have done on aspects of privatization or corporatization of transport infrastructure which the others may find useful.

31.
The first workshop will be held in Indonesia in August/September 1997 and the second will then be conducted in Mexico, subject to Mexico’s Government consent, which could be in March 1998.

32.
The Thai Delegation noted that the projected time span of the Project may be too long, considering the importance various economies placed on the efforts to privatize and corporatize infrastructure projects.

33.
It was also stressed that the Group’s work is to be co-ordinated with infrastructure work in other APEC fora, to avoid duplication.

VII.
STATUS OF ONGOING PROJECTS


Survey of Transportation System and Services : Annual Update

34.
The U.S. delegation suggested that the survey of transportation systems and services could be updated every two or three years rather than annually.

35.
The U.S. asked the group to consider creating a TPT homepage on the Internet.  Information could be updated periodically by the secretariat, and all basic information such as reports of the Meetings would be available to member economies and like-minded industry.  The TPT-WG could reduce the cost of creating a homepage by utilizing the existing APEC Secretariat page.  The TPT-WG already had a listing on the APEC page and additional information could simply be added.  The Secretariat indicated there could be technical difficulties which they would attempt to overcome.


Transportation Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) Project

36.
Australia as project coordinator presented two documents (TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/1 and TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/2): (1) Revise Proposal for a Mechanism for Reporting Problems and (2) Barriers Inhibiting the Use of EDI and Messaging Trials Progress Report.  The TPT-WG agreed to the four recommendations in the first document for establishment of a mechanism for reporting problems and barriers inhibiting the use of EDI.  The TPT/WG noted the progress report on messaging trials presented in the second documents, noting the desirability of identifying appropriate businesses in each economy to actively participate in trialling of UN/EDIFACT messages used in the transport of goods between APEC economies.  The United States suggested that consideration be given to involvement of express couriers in the trials.


Study of Transportation Congestion Points

37.
The Congestion Points Study Steering Committee was convened and chaired by the United States.  An overview of the Phase III Best Practices Manual and Technical Report was presented by APEC consultant from Maunsell Pty. Ltd.  The report showed a major research effort to identify the location and nature of transportation bottlenecks at airports, seaports, and land access points, and provided a resource manual consisting of innovative solutions and practices that may be implemented to mitigate or resolve them.  Major findings from the Phase III preliminary documents were highlighted.

38.
The Draft Final “Best Practices” Manual and Technical Report was distributed during the proceedings of the Transportation Working Group.  Comments on these documents would be due on Friday, 17 January 1997.  The final Phase III deliverables would be published and distributed in early March, 1997 in two volumes: Volume 1 would consist of Best Practices and the accompanying Technical Report for Air; and Volume 2 would consist of Best Practices and the accompanying Technical Report for Sea.  The distribution would include a color-cover and bound set as well as a black and white unbound set suitable for reproducing.  The Steering Committee and consultant also explored the possibility of making those documents available electronically via the Internet.

39.
Since the Congestion Points Study Project would come to the final Phase, the Steering Committee agreed to meet again at the 11th Meeting of the Transportation Working Group to discuss possible future actions and activities of the study.  Comments by the U.S.A. and China on future direction and appropriate action of the project, as well as putting in “Best Practices” into action were also made, respectively.


Technology Research Data Base

40.
Japan distributed the updated Technology Research Database and appreciated the updated information from six economies: Canada, Thailand, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Indonesia and Chinese Taipei.  Japan proposed that the database be made accessible on APEC’s Internet homepage.  It was agreed that Japan in co-operation with the APEC Secretariat would undertake preparation and report it to the next TPT-WG Meeting.


Road Transport Harmonisation

41.
Three papers were presented at the meeting for consideration by the Working Group:


-
Report of the Meeting of the Road Transport Harmonisation Project Group (TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/3/2)


-
Request for Proposal for continuation of Phase 3 of the Road Transport Harmonisation Project (TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/3/1)


-
Discussion Paper updating Progress on Development of ‘model’ Mutual Recognition Agreement for Automotive Product (TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/4)

42.
The project co-ordinator, chaired by Australia, on behalf of the member economies expressed appreciation of the extraordinary work done by the consultant the Japanese Automobile Standards Internationalization Center (JASIC) reflected in its draft final report on the regulations applying to 51 vehicle design features. The report consisting of over 1,300 pages represents a significant contribution to the understanding of the vehicle regulations applied by APEC economies.  Members were requested to confirm the data contained in the report to allow publication of the final report in January 1997.  Consideration was being given by the Steering Committee to circulate the report electronically.

43.
Consideration was also being given to update the report to maintain its value to users.

44.
Funding has been approved to continue the project in 1997 and a Request for Proposal has been prepared to:


-
analyse outstanding road vehicle design features deemed necessary for trade in automotive product in the region; and


-
undertake a survey of developments and methodology to utilize the concept of functional equivalence.

45.
A revised draft ‘model’ Mutual Recognition Agreement for Automotive product was presented for consideration by the Working Group.  Several comments were made to the documents (TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/3/2 and TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/4) and the revision of the documents was accepted to reflect them.  Members were requested to provide comment on the document by mid-February 1997 to allow consideration at the next meeting of TPT-WG in 1997.

46. 
It was recognized that there are other approaches to achieve MRAs and members were encouraged to develop other ‘models’ for consideration by the Project Group.

47.
The following recommendations were approved by the Working Group:

-
the Request for Proposal for the 1997 consultancy;

-
encourage TPT-WG members to develop alternative approaches for MRAs to facilitate trade in automotive product; and

-
TPT-WG members to provide comment on the version of the MRA considered at TPT-WG10 in time for the next meeting of the Working Group.

Seafarers Project

48.
Indonesia reported on the informal Meeting of the Steering Committee of the Seafarers’ Training Project held on 26 November 1996 to discuss the draft final report of phase I of the project which was considered to be still of preliminary nature.  The Meeting decided that the data would not support the solidity of the draft final report, partly due to inadequate response from the member economies to the questionnaires and the interim report.

49.
The Meeting strongly encouraged member economies to urge their respective Maritime Institutions and Users to provide data required by the project co-ordinator and decided that the final report of Phase I and the proposal of Phase II be finalised before the 11th TPT - WG Meeting.

50.
Australia expressed its appreciation of Indonesian efforts in implementing the project and its fully support to co-ordinate with Indonesia.


Regional Co-operation on Oil Spills Preparedness and Response


Arrangements

51.
The Philippines reported that the present inventory of oil spills arrangements in the APEC region consisted of inputs from twelve member economies.  Information from the remaining economies would be required to complete the report in time for the 11th Meeting.  In August, APEC Central Funding of US$ 5,000 for publication of the inventory was approved by the BAC for the implementation in 1997.  


Aviation Personnel Licensing

52.
Australia presented a paper containing the results of the survey of Air Traffic Controller (ATC) licensing, the Contact List of Aviation Personnel Licensing Officials, and responses received recently to the earlier surveys of Flight Crew and Aircraft Maintenance Engineer Licensing.  The paper also outlined a proposed exchange scheme for aviation personnel licensing officials.  Australia thanked the economies that had responded to the surveys and provided input to the contact list, and noted that it had received a very high level of response.  Australia offered to circulate any further survey responses or contact details as they are received.

53.
The results of the ATC licensing survey indicated that licensing requirements are quite similar across the APEC region, and provided a good basis for member economies to pursue harmonisation or mutual recognition of licences on a bilateral basis.  Australia encouraged any member economies who undertake bilateral work of this nature to share their experiences and insights with the Working Group.

54.
Australia noted that, at its 9th Meeting, the TPT-WG had agreed to consider the development of an exchange program for aviation personnel licensing officials.  Australia suggested that such a scheme would lead to an improved understanding of other economies’ personnel licensing requirements, which in turn would promote technical co-operation among licensing bodies.  Australia proposed that the exchange program should come under the umbrella of the Technical Transportation Exchange Program (TTEP), initiated by Ministers at their First Meeting in 1995, and to function as outlined by the United States of America in paper TPT/WG/10/PLEN/6/4.

55.
The Meeting agreed that Australia should work with U.S.A. on the development of its exchange program proposal in order to ensure consistency and lack of duplication with the TTEP.  The Meeting also noted the results of the survey of ATC licensing and the contact list of personnel licensing officials, and encouraged member economies individually to review the survey results to determine the scope for pursuing harmonisation or mutual recognition of licensing requirements with other member economies on a bilateral basis.  The Chairman asked member economies to co-operate with Australia in providing information as requested as part of this Project.

56.
The Singapore representative congratulated Australia for the work it had done on this action item.  Singapore supported Australia’s recommendations on the survey results.  On the proposed exchange scheme for aviation personnel licensing officials, Singapore agreed with the United States delegate that it may be premature at this stage to agree to such a scheme as part of the Technical Transportation Exchange Program (TTEP), since details of the TTEP had not been firmed up.  More information on the exchange scheme would be appreciated.


Intelligent Transport Systems - Special Interest Group

57.
The Working Group noted a report from Australia on progress in establishing the Special Interest Group on ITS, which was agreed at the 9th TPT-WG Meeting.  Australia is preparing to circulate a report on ITS developments in Australia to each member economy and is seeking status reports on ITS from other interested economies.  In response to a request for further nominations to join the Special Interest Group, Indonesia indicated its willingness to join the Group.

58
Korea also presented a paper TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/7 introducing the current status regarding ITS development in Korea.  It also informed that the Fifth World Congress on ITS is scheduled to be held in Seoul in 1998.


Port Experts Group

59.
Following the conclusion of the 9th APEC TPT-WG at Vancouver, Canada, the First Meeting of Port Experts Group (the Group) chaired by Japan was held on 25 and 26 November 1996 with the participation of port experts from 13 economies.

60.
6 themes were prepared, reviewed and approved by the Group.  The Scope of Works of the 6 themes would be further clarified and reported by “Theme Co-ordinators” for discussion and finalization in the Second meeting to be held on the first day of the 11th APEC TPT-WG.

61.
Regarding the duplication of the Group functions, activities of a number of international organizations were reviewed and it was confirmed that there was basically no duplication in the activities between the Group and the concerned organizations.

VIII.
TABLING OF REPORTS FROM MEMBER ECONOMIES

62.
Member economies presented reports on recent developments in transportation.  These appear as:

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/1

Transport Canada 1996-97 Business Plan (Canada)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/2
Transportation Services for Persons with disabilities (Chinese Taipei)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/3
Economic Growth and Infrastructure Development - The Korean Experience (Korea)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/4
Summary of Transport Policy Activities 
in New Zealand (New Zealand)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/5
Report by The Indonesian Economy on Transport Development (Indonesia)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/6
Report by The Australian Economy on Transport Developments since The April 1996 Meeting (Australia)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/7

Transport Developments in the Philippines (Philippines)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/8
Policy Direction in the Development of Brunei Darussalam as Service Hub for Trade and Tourism (Brunei)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/9

Restructuring Transport and Communications Sector (Mexico)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/10Rev 
Development of Mass Transit in Thailand (Thailand)

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/11
New Developments in Transportation in China Since 9th APEC TPT WG Meeting

TPT/WG10/PLEN/8/12

Rebirth - Building Stronger and More Resilient Ports in the Aftermath of the Great Hanshin - Awaji Earthquake (Japan).

IX.
OTHER ISSUES


Possible TILF Special Account Projects for 1998

63.
Hong Kong reported that it had discussed with the Tokyo Memorandum of Understanding (Tokyo MOU) Secretariat.  The Tokyo MOU Secretariat is currently undertaking a consultancy study on its information requirements. As a result Hong Kong proposed to await the outcome of this consultancy study before considering further how best to take forward the prepared TILF Port State Control project.


Possible TILF Special Account Projects International Vehicle Standards Harmonisation Seminar

64.
As advised by the APEC Secretariat, BAC has approved the project with a funding allocation of US$16,000.  It is proposed that the Seminar will be held in conjunction with the second TPT-WG meeting in 1997. The majority of the funding is for travel and accommodation costs associated with attendance of two UN/ECE representatives attending the Seminar. The remainder of the funds are to meet the costs for hiring a venue and publication of the proceedings.

65.
TPT-WG members were requested to support the Seminar through presentation of their objectives for vehicle standards development to achieve the Bogor Declaration of free and open trade in the region from the perspective of both the public and the business sector.


TILF Special Account Projects for 1997 Implementation of Seafarers


STCW Training, Pilot Project

66.
Australia reported to the Meeting (TPT/WG10/PLEN/9/2) that the BAC had tentatively approved the project subject to a clearer demonstration of TILF linkage and benefits to other economies, clarifications on budget items, and who the participants will be.  Australia also noted that the TILF connection can be clearly made through the Osaka Action Agenda which includes implementation of IMO Standards as a TILF activity in Section C, Action in Specific Areas, Collective Actions, Transportation.  Adoption of upgraded STCW standards is an IMO top priority.  It was also noted that the project would benefit other economies by facilitating trade through improved safety and efficiency of international shipping.

67.
Budget and participation details will be settled for the next BAC Meeting. Participants for the pilot will be senior maritime training officials from Australia and New Zealand and senior personnel from the Phillipines Maritime Authority and other training centres.

68.
The Phillipines indicated strong support and willingness and a readiness to participate in the Project.  Indonesia, as lead economy of the Seafarer’s Training Project, joined in support.  China and Japan expressed support, noting the importance of the seafarer skills to maritime efficiency and safety.

69.
The Working Group noted the TILF linkage of the project and the benefit to other economies.

Partners for Progress

70.
The 9th TPT-WG held in Vancouver agreed to study the possibility to establish partners for progress model/project to be reported to the 10th TPT-WG.

71.
At this point of time, no economy volunteered to design this kind of project. The Plenary agreed that the Lead Shepherd and the APEC Secretariat would circulate background information to the TPT-WG in order to develop a Partner for Progress Scheme in the 11th TPT-WG Meeting.


Participation of Non-Member Economies in Future TPT-WG Meetings
72.
The Director (Programme) of the APEC Secretariat reported that the Eighth APEC Ministerial Meeting, held in Manila on 21-22 November 1996, discussed and adopted the issue of non-member participation in APEC Working Group Activities and adopted the Consolidated Guidelines relating to this matter.  These guidelines will replace the existing rules that govern the process of non-member participation in APEC Working Group activities. On a consensus basis, the working group may wish to invite the input of non-member economies, other relevant regional/international organisations and bodies; and/or business/private sector representatives, in attending the meetings.  Once consensus has been reached in the WG, the Lead Shepherd should seek covering approval from the Senior Officials of all member economies through the APEC Secretariat.

73.
It was recalled that the 9th TPT-WG received the application of Mongolia to participate in the Woking Group activities.  A decision of the Working Group in this matter is still depending of further information to be provided by Mongolia. 

74.
The 10th TPT-WG received an application of the Oriental Airlines Association (OAA) to participate in the Working Group activities.  The WG agreed to transmit to the SOM for approval.

Telecommunications Working Group Activity on Electromagnetic

Compatibility
75.
The TPT-WG noted a document TPT/WG10/9/3 presented by Australia reporting on developments in EMC in other APEC fora and agreed that member economies should encourage transport experts in their economies to consult with telecommunications experts to ensure that transport related issues and requirements related to EMC are adequately addressed in both the Telecommunications Working Group and the Sub-committee on Standards and Conformance. The TPT-WG also agreed that the report on developments in EMC no longer needs to remain a standing item on the TPT-WG agenda after this meeting.

76.
A member of the Australian delegation representing the Australian automotive industry made comments highlighting the value to industry of the implementation of paperless trading.


Maritime Transport Issues
77.
Stressing the importance of the development of maritime transport in APEC economies for both suppliers and users, Japan proposed in document TPT/WG10/PLEN/9/4  that TPT-WG start to consider how to contribute to the further development of maritime transport within the APEC region.

78.
Most economies welcomed the Japanese proposal.  The United States noted similarlities in the key issues identified with those included in the US proposal to develop strategic goals for APEC ports (TPT/WG10/PLEN/7/9).

79.
It was agreed that in the next TPT-WG meeting all members will contribute to discuss as to what activities the Working Group might undertake in this area co-ordinating with other related activities in the TPT-WG meeting.

X.
FUTURE MEETINGS
80.
The Lead Shepherd reminded members of decisions of the Shepherds/HODs meeting regarding future meeting arrangements being settled well in advance and then sought an indication of economies prepared to host the 11th/12th Meetings in 1997.  No volunteers were forthcoming.  Mexico gave notice of its intention to host a Meeting in early 1998 and this was welcomed.

81.
Members were urged to give serious consideration to hosting  the 11th and 12th Meetings upon their return to capitals and to contact the Lead Shepherd as soon as possible if they could host.

82.
Lead Shepherd then proposed that subject to any subsequent offer of an economy venue, the 11th meeting should be held in the APEC Secretariat in Singapore, noting that this would have implications for the size of delegations, the extent of secretarial support and any meetings of sub-groups.  The Group endorsed this proposal, agreeing that the Meeting should be held in the week commencing 7 April 1997.  It was also agreed that there should be a further Shepherds/Heads meeting and that perhaps a half day could be devoted to discussion on management and co-ordination of related TPT-WG projects.

83.
The Lead Shepherd indicated that a paper outlining the facilities and supporting services for a meeting in the Secretariat would be circulated for members’ information.

84.
Singapore indicated that, subject to agreeable means, it will provide assistance to the APEC Secretariat in facilitating the meeting arrangement to the extent possible.

85.
The United States suggested that member economies considered utilizing resources at local embassies to assist the APEC Secretariat in organizing the 11th TPT-WG.

86.
The Group then agreed to hold the 12th Meeting in late September/early October of 1997, and economies were urged to consider hosting this meeting.

XI
OTHER BUSINESS

87.
The Lead Shepherd, on behalf the TPT-WG expressed his deep appreciation for the generous hospitality of Thailand as the host economy and constructive efficiency of the Secretariat 
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