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Tourism Working Group

8th Meeting

8-10 May 1996

Beijing, People’s Republic of China

CHAIR’S REPORT

I.
GENERAL

1. The APEC Tourism Working Group held its 8th meeting on 8-10 May 1996 in Beijing, PRC.  Representatives of 16 Member Economies participated. The list of participating Economies is as follows: Australia, Canada, Chile, People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand.  The representatives of PECC and SPF attended as observers, and representatives of PATA, Peru, UNESCO, and WTTC attended as guests.  The list of participants is attached to this Report as Annex I.

2. The Working Group meeting was chaired by Mr. HUANG Jiandong, Director-General of the Department of International Liaison, National Tourism Administration, PRC.

3. Mr. Claudio Rojas and Mr. Sun Yuanjiang represented the APEC Secretariat.

II.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

4. Mr. SUN Gang, Vice-Chairman of the National Tourism Administration of PRC attended the Opening Ceremony of the Working Group Meeting, and made the welcoming speech.

5. Mr. Sun Gang briefed the meeting of the situation of China’s tourism and predicted the future development of the tourism industry in the coming years and into the 21st century.  And he, on behalf of the Host Economy, wished the Working Group Meeting success.

(8TWG/PLEN/1/1)

6. PRC’s Senior Official to APEC, Ambassador WANG Yusheng, also attended the Opening Ceremony.

7. Mr. Claudio Rojas, Representative of the APEC Secretariat, thanked the Host Economy for hosting this Working Group Meeting.  He introduced the background of this Working Group Meeting, and he encouraged the participants to work for the fulfillment of the Osaka Action Agenda.

8. Mr. Asman Akhir Nasution, the Lead Shepherd of the Tourism Working Group, made his opening remarks.  He, on behalf of the delegates, expressed his appreciation of the Host Economy of its efforts in making this meeting possible.  He commended the Seminar held on the previous day (7 May) on “Sustainable Development of Tourism”.  He hoped that this TWG Meeting can go one step further from the 7th Tourism Working Group Meeting held in Kanazawa, Japan, last October.

III.
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

9. The Chairman, on behalf of all the delegates, welcomed the participation of the delegates from Peru, as a new guest to the TWG Meeting.

10. The Peruvian delegation thanked the meeting for its  invitation to the TWG Meeting, and expressed the interest of Peru in the work of APEC.

11. The Thai delegation suggested the combination of Agenda 8.2 with Agenda 5.5, and the suggestion was approved and Agenda 8.2 should be discussed after the discussion of Agenda 5.5.

12. At Chile’s suggestion, the Chairman invited the delegates to join the Drafting Group of this Chair’s Report.

13. The Draft Agenda as contained in 8TWG/PLEN/2/1 was considered and adopted. 

IV.
REPORT FROM  THE LEAD SHEPHERD

14. 3.1
Report on the Osaka Ministerial and Implications for TWG. 

(8TWG/PLEN/3.1/1)

The Lead Shepherd called the attention of the delegates to the parts in the Osaka Action Agenda concerning the tourism sector and called upon Member Economies to carry out the goals set forth in the Osaka Ministerial Meeting Action Program for Tourism and the Osaka Action Agenda.  

15. The delegate of Singapore stressed that when the Tourism Working Group implemented its projects, the Working Group keep in mind the objectives set forth in the Osaka Action Agenda.

16. 3.2(a)
Report of the First Senior Officials Meeting in Manila 

(8TWG/PLEN/3.2/1)

The Secretariat reported to the Meeting the outcome of the First SOM in Manila and the first Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) meeting, and the instructions from the SOM to CTI.

(8TWG/PLEN/3.2/3, 8TWG/PLEN/3.2/4)

17. As instructed by the SOM, working groups should develop reporting matrix with appropriate format and content. The CTI Draft Matrix TILF Osaka Action Agenda was discussed.  The Working Group should concentrate on the Collective Action, and the individual economies on Individual Action Plans towards the Osaka Action Agenda.  In doing so, the Tourism Working Group can comply with the timeframe instructed by SOM to inform the content of this matrix to the CTI through the Convenor Economy, Canada, and to report to SOM II to be held in May 1996 in Cebu, the Philippines.

18. Canada suggested that a new column, “Outputs”, be added into the matrix and the suggestion was accepted.

19. The Lead Shepherd pointed out that the Action in the document is really a two-phase action:  1. to identify impediments and set timeframe, and 2. to formulate strategies to overcome the impediments.

20. 3.2(b) TWG’s Reporting Arrangement to SOM

Per request of the APEC SOM Chair, the delegate of the Phlippines presented the matrix for the Reporting Arrangements to SOM in the area of ECOTECH. for comments of TWG.  The format is acceptable to the TWG.

(8TWG/PLEN/3.2(B)/1)

21. The Secretariat further explained the contents of this draft Report (Matrix) for Tourism in the ECOTECH, and explained that this was a suggestion from the SOM Chair and was to be further discussed at the next SOM Meeting.

(8TWG/PLEN/3.2/6.)

22. 3.3 Presentations by Economies on their Individual Action Plans for Achieving Osaka Economic Leaders’ Declaration for Action

Member Economies of Indonesia, Japan, New Zealand, the Philippines, and Thailand made presentations on their respective Individual Action Plans.

23. 3.4 TWG’s contributions to the APEC Sustainable Development Ministers’ Meeting to be held in Manila on 9-12 July 1996.

A statement reflecting the work and priorities of the TWG was agreed (as attached to this Report as Annex III)  and is to conveyed to Ministers for their attention.

V.
REPORT FROM THE APEC SECRETARIAT

(8TWG/PLEN/4/1-12)

24. The Secretariat briefed the meeeting the composition of the Secretariat and the distribution of responsibilities among the staff, the Budget and Administrative Committee (BAC) Meeting, the situation of on-going projects, financial status of the Tourism Working Group, and introduced the procedure to assess projects.  Furthermore, the Secretariat introduced the concept of Murayama Fund supporting TILF contributed by Japan.  It also introduced the Secretariat’s efforts in developing and upgrading the ACDS. The secretariat informed the Working Group of the Secretariat's home page on the Internet. Member Economies and Working Groups are encouraged to develop their own home page and to link it  with that of the Secretariat.  The APEC regulation towards self-funded projects was also raised.  These projects should seek the agreement of relevant working groups before using APEC name.

VI.
PROGRESS REPORT ON PROJECTS OF THE TOURISM WORKING GROUP

25. 5.1
Report on the publication and distribution of the Symposium Proceedings, New Zealand

At the request of New Zealand, the Secretariat explained that each economy has received 10 copies through the TWG contact person.  The Secretariat also clarified the regulation on translating APEC’s publications.  When there is strong demand in a certain Member Economy to have APEC’s publication in its native language, translation is permitted provided that: 

· the distribution is not for commercial purposes;

· APEC Secretariat is informed and has approved; and

· expenses are paid by the Member Economy.

26. Because the circulation of the publication was done according to the contact person list for TWG, Member Economies are invited to notice the Secretariat when contact persons changed.

27. New Zealand and Canada sought the consideration by the delegates on whether the APEC publication should be centralized.

28. 5.2
Report on the joint publication of WTO/APEC: “Environmentally Sustainable Tourism in APEC Member Economies”, New Zealand

New Zealand reported to the Meeting that the report has been completed and that APEC was waiting to finalize publication arrangements with the publisher.  It was hoped that the report would be published within a month.

29. 5.3
Report on the Study on Impediments to Tourism Development in the APEC Region, Australia

(8TWG/PLEN/5.3/1)

Australia, as the Coordinator of the Steering Committee of the project, thanked Singapore, Papua New Guinea,and the USA--members of the Steering Committee--and presented to the meeting phase 1 of this project, i.e. to identify impediments.   Australia briefed the Meeting on the main content of the report, and identifed three chanllenging areas, i.e.:

· the relations between tourism sector and other sectors; 

· which should be the priorities; and

· whether some impediments identified should be tackled collectively or individually.

30. Australia welcomed comments, amendments, and corrections on facts of the report tabled  at the Meeting.  It was agreed that 7 June would be an appropriate deadline to raise comments and amendments to be addressed to Australia.  Australia noted that the consultant has completed the project on time.

31. While the Meeting emphasized the basic purpose of this study was to identify key issues in a broader sense, it  recognized, however, that the study may not be fully comprehensive in terms of Members' responses, and to that extend, the report could be regarded as a preliminary working document.

32. Report on the feasibility of a study on the economic impact of tourism on the APEC region, Australia

(8TWG/PLEN/5.3/2)

Australia reported to the Meeting on the consultations conducted with the World Tourism Organization (WTO), and that WTO was not planning to publish its study.

33. The representative of WTTC introduced the organization and its efforts in the relevant area, and put forward three options to co-operate with APEC:

· The preferred option: WTTC will work with each individual economy, to develop a complete study for the whole APEC region, with an approximate cost of US$200,000-400,000, and a timeframe of  two years;

· A study conducted on the basis of existing data, which would be less reliable, but still useful, at an approximate cost of US$40,000-60,000; 

· Studies conducted with some individual economies. About three economies could be studied per year, at a cost of US$80,000-100,000 per Economy.

34. WTTC would work with APEC Member Economies to find sponsors to contribute to the costs of any studies agreed upon.

35. The Steering Committee including Canada, PRC, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, and Chinese Taipei, with Australia as the coordinator, was asked to develop a proposal with both WTO and WTTC for the next Meeting.

36. Decentralized Electronic Tourism Database, Australia

(8TWG/PLEN/5.3/3)

The Meeting endorsed Australia’s advice to consider the use of ACDS for APEC central activities, and agreed that the exchange of statistical information might be easier and more cost-effective through Internet.  Australia was asked to bring forward a detailed plan to the next Meeting.

37. Report on the results of the TWG’s E-Mail survey

It was agreed upon at the Meeting that the present survey should be regarded as phase 1.  A TWG E-Mail list was established, which could be revised when the members send back the Questionairs by the end of May.  The list would be extended to include all Member Economies, Official Observers and Guests.

38. Human Resource Development Training Manual

The APEC Secretariat reported as the distribution of 10 copies each of the HRD Training manuals and video cassettes to all Member Economies.

VII.
New Project Proposal

39. The Environmental Best Practice Phase 5 of the Tourism and the Environment, New Zealand

(8TWG/PLEN/6/1)

New Zealand reported to the Meeting the content of the proposal, and pointed out that as no consultant would be involved, the project would be dependent on the participation of Member Economies preparing individual case studies.  Japan pointed out that the proposed case studies by Member Economies should be implemented on a voluntary basis..

40. The Meeting regarded this proposal with good value and in line with the Osaka Action Agenda concerning tourism, and agreed to submit this project to the BAC meeting for its consideration and funding.

41. Proposal for APEC Symposia to be Organized by PATA

(8TWG/PLEN/6/2)

PATA presented a proposal for the conduct of Joint APEC-PATA Symposia on Impediments to Tourism Growth.

42. WTTC expressed its willingness to contribute.

VIII.
VOLUNTARY REPORTS FROM DELEGATIONS

43. Numerous voluntary reports and materials were tabled either in written form or in verbal form.  PECC and SPF made brief reports to the Meeting as Observers, and PATA, Peru, UNESCO and WTTC made presentations as Guests.

IX.
OTHER BUSINESS

44. Timing and location of future Meetings

The Meeting thanked Chile for reaffirming the hosting of the 9th Tourism Working Group Meeting in September 1996, and the Meeting agreed with Chinese Taipei to host the 10th Tourism Working Group Meeting in the first half of 1997.  Both Canada and the Republic of Korea show the interest of hosting the 11th Tourism Working Group Meeting.  And the final decision is to be made at the next meeting as it is too early to decide. 

45. With the regard to make the seminars, Chile tabled an initiative in conjunction with the 9th Tourism Working Group Meeting arrangements, proposing events involving business sector to be conducted, either in the form of dialogues, seminars or workshops.  The Meeting noted that the subject could be further explored to take avail of PATA's proposal to conduct APEC related seminars and suggested that Chile--as Host Economy of the 9th Tourism Working Group Meeting--to liaise with PATA in this regard.

46. New Zealand suggested to invite other Working Groups, e.g. Transportation, brief the Tourism Working Group of their work at either the Meeting in Chile or in Chinese Taipei.  The Secretariat will conduct liaison work with other groups through their Lead Shepherds.

X.
REPORTING MATRIX

47. After extensive discussions, the Meeting agreed upon the format and content of the CTI-TILF matrix, which is attached to this Report as Annex II. The Meeting understands that this is an on-going process and could be constantly modified.


XI.
CLOSING REMARKS

54.
The Meeting acknowleged its appreciation of the hospitality of the Host 
Economy.
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