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APEC COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

FIRST MEETING FOR 1997:  VICTORIA  29-30 JANUARY 1997

CHAIR’S SUMMARY RECORD OF DISCUSSION

INTRODUCTION


1.
The first meeting of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) for 1997 was held in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, on 29-30 January 1997.  The meeting was chaired by Mr Christopher Butler of the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  All 18 APEC member economies were represented.  The APEC Secretariat was also present.  Representatives of the ASEAN Secretariat, the South Pacific Forum  and PECC attended as observers.  (The list of participants is attached as Annex 1 - page 18).

1
CHAIR’S WELCOME


2.
The Chair extended a warm welcome to all delegates and expressed appreciation to Canada for the generous hospitality which had been extended to participants, and for the excellent arrangements which had been made for the meeting.   The Chair also reiterated the Committee’s thanks to the Philippines for the generous support and assistance it had rendered to CTI’s work during 1996, and its congratulations on the substantial contribution the Philippines had made to carrying forward APEC’s work.


3.
The Chair noted that there were several new CTI representatives at the meeting, and extended the Committee’s welcome to them.   He expressed the Committee’s appreciation of the contribution made by the outgoing representatives.


4.
The Chair observed that it had been unfortunate that the Committee’s considerable achievements during 1996 had received scant media coverage and public attention during last November’s APEC Ministerial and Economic Leaders’ meetings.    He noted the priority which Leaders and Ministers had accorded to facilitation activities as a “deliverable” for APEC in 1997, and emphasised the need for members to work individually on an ongoing basis, in order to convey the message about CTI’s activities to broader APEC constituencies.

2
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA


5.
The Committee adopted the draft agenda.  (A copy of the agenda is attached as Annex 2 - page 48).

3
ADOPTION OF THE CHAIR’S SUMMARY RECORD OF DISCUSSION OF THE FIFTH CTI MEETING FOR 1996 AND OF THE CTI GET-TOGETHER HELD IN MANILA ON 19 NOVEMBER 1996


6.
The Committee adopted the Chair’s Summary Record of Discussion of the fifth CTI Meeting for 1996 (Manila, 16-17 October 1996) and of the CTI Get-Together held in Manila on 19 November 1996.

4.
1997 CTI WORK PROGRAMME


4a
Instructions from Ministers


7.
The Chair drew the Committee’s attention to the statement which APEC Economic Leaders had issued at their meeting at Subic Bay.    Leaders had committed APEC to both implementing the Manila Action Plan for APEC (MAPA) and to building on and improving the comparability and comprehensiveness of its action plans.    The Chair noted that APEC Ministers had approved the recommendation in the 1996 CTI Report to Ministers that, in executing its 1997 Work Programme, CTI should address the further development of Action Plans and the expansion and improvement of Collective Actions required by the OAA.


4b
Instructions from the SOM


8.
The Chair reported that the SOM meeting held on 27-28 January had provided CTI with clear, cogent and comprehensive instructions in respect of CTI’s 1997 Work Programme.   SOM had directed CTI to:



a.
Review the agreed IAP format guidelines to further enhance transparency and to report to the SOM on this issue at its meeting in Quebec in May 1997.



b. 
Coordinate preparation of a forecast of TILF activity and facilitation “deliverables” for 1997, including through an updated report on TILF activities in other APEC fora, and to ensure that this forecast was submitted  to the SOM in time for it to be collated for discussion at the APEC Trade Ministers’ meeting in Montreal in May.


c.
Prepare recommendations, liasing with relevant APEC fora and with the Finance Ministers process, on how to intensify APEC’s work on investment, including transparency initiatives and studies of regional investment flows and investment environments, for SOM’s consideration at its meeting in Quebec in May 1997.

 

d.
Assist in fulfilling Leaders’ instructions to identify sectors for early voluntary liberalisation, by advancing work on tariffs and non-tariff measures, and by developing  an approach and methodology to include also areas of facilitation and ecotech, and report to the SOM Chair prior to May 1997.



e.
Prepare by the November 1997 APEC Ministerial meeting a report on the implementation of the APEC CAPs, with particular emphasis on identified “deliverables” in the facilitation area and the benefits which are expected to accrue from them.   And



f.
Make suggestions for consideration by the SOM on prioritising ABAC’s recommendations in terms of their feasibility or acceptability to APEC members, and to submit these suggestions to SOM for its consideration at its meeting in Quebec in May 1997.


9.
The Chair undertook to circulate to CTI members by 14 April a draft of a consolidated report to the SOM Chair on the above issues.   Members would need to respond to this draft at the latest by 21 April (New Zealand time).


10.
The Committee noted that the APEC Secretariat would be responsible for administering the process for monitoring the changes to IAPs and CAPs, and that the SOM had adopted an administrative proposal from New Zealand suggesting ways to achieve this with respect to IAPs.   (A copy of the New Zealand proposal is attached as Annex 3- page 52)    The APEC Secretariat and the CTI Chair’s office will prepare by 31 March draft recommendations elaborating administrative procedures.   This paper will include recommendations on formats for reporting revisions to both IAPs and CAPs to APEC Ministers, and on how benefits resulting from the revisions can be highlighted.


11.
The Committee agreed that CTI Convenors should coordinate comments from CTI members on the existing IAP transparency guidelines, and convey these to the CTI Chair by 31 March.   The Chair would then prepare a revised version of the Guidelines for circulation to CTI members by 14 April, and reporting to the SOM Chair prior to the May meetings in Quebec.   The Chair noted that, in accordance with the SOM request, he would consider only those proposals which had the effect of improving transparency.



12.
The Committee noted that the APEC Secretariat, in consultation with Working Group Lead Shepherds, would prepare an updated report on TILF activities in other APEC fora and submit it to the CTI Chair by 31 March, and that each Convenor also would report to the CTI Chair by 31 March on TILF activities and “deliverables” in their respective issue areas.  The Committee noted that the IEG would submit draft recommendations to the CTI Chair by 31 March on how to intensify APEC’s work on investment, that all Convenors would submit interim reports on implementation of CAPs to each future CTI meeting, and that all Convenors would submit to the CTI Chair by 31 March suggestions on ways to prioritise and, where feasible and acceptable, to implement ABAC’s recommendations.


13.
Subject to the confirmation of the positions of two members, to be advised following consultations to be held in their capitals, the Committee endorsed for forwarding to the SOM Chair a paper prepared by the CTI  Chair recommending an approach and methodology in respect to the Leaders’ instructions on sectoral liberalisation.   (A copy of the paper is attached as Annex 4- page 55)
  

5
REPORTS FROM CONVENORS


14.
Noting the requirements of the 1993 Seattle Joint Ministerial Statement (the Declaration of an Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Trade and Investment Framework) the Chair requested all Convenors in areas where CTI sub-groups existed to ensure that they had provided the Chair and the APEC Secretariat with an up-to-date copy of their terms of reference.   If this had not been done already, Convenors were requested to do so by 31 March.   The Committee agreed that all Convenors’ reports to the CTI should cover progress with the implementation of the relevant CAP, as well as an update of likely “deliverables” for the November Ministerial meeting.  


15.
The Committee confirmed its decision that Convenors should provide summary written reports to CTI meetings, and supplement these with brief oral statements which drew the Committee’s attention to any points on which decisions or guidance were required.   The Committee noted that contributions from CTI Convenors for inclusion in the 1997 CTI Report to Ministers should be forwarded to the CTI Chair by mid September.   The Committee also noted that, in order to implement the CTI’s Work Programme efficiently, it was necessary for all members to respond promptly to requests for action agreed on collectively in the CTI and its sub-groups.   The Committee further noted the need for members to provide positive support to those Convenors who did not have a sub-group to assist them in their work.


5a
Tariffs/NTMS


16.
The Committee welcomed Singapore’s assumption of the role of Convenor for these two issue areas, under the guidance of Ms Ng Kim Neo.   Singapore presented its proposals on the work to be undertaken to progress the actions outlined in the CAP for 1997, and noted that work on the identification of industries for progressive reduction of tariffs and non-tariff measures would need to proceed in a harmonised way with work agreed to be required to respond to the Leaders’ directive in this area.   (A copy of the Convenor’s report is attached as Annex 5 - page 59).   The Committee endorsed the proposals and agreed to commence an information exchange on NTMs to increase transparency in this area. 


17.
The Committee noted that at the next CTI meeting in Quebec, Singapore would submit a proposed format and elements for collating information on NTMs already available in the WTO Trade Policy Review and other reports, with a view to making these accessible to APEC members through the APEC Secretariat’s Homepage on the Internet.   The Committee agreed that members would also begin exchanging WTO plus information with regard to export subsidies. 


5b
Tariff Database Task Force


18.
Singapore and Australia reported progress on the Tariff Database on behalf of the Chair of the Tariff Database Task Force (TDTF).    The Committee agreed that members should finalise the Agreement with Federal Express expeditiously and aim to get the Tariff Database up on the Internet by 31 March 1997.   The Committee noted that members should submit their respective latest tariff data as soon as possible so that the Tariff Database could be updated before it is placed on the Internet.   


5c
Investment


19.
The Chair of the Investment Experts’ Group (IEG) reported that the IEG would meet in Victoria following the CTI meeting and that the first item on its agenda would be to discuss the Leaders’ instruction, as elaborated by the SOM and the CTI, to intensify work on investment.   It would review its work programme accordingly.    The CAP already provided for a range of new tasks in 1997, as well as for continuing activities including a further Investment Symposium to be held in Hong Kong.    The Committee noted that the IEG would examine suggestions for enhancing APEC’s work on investment put forward by the private sector at the 1997 Investment Symposium, and in the ABAC Report.   The Committee also noted that IEG would also consider a paper prepared by the APEC Secretariat reviewing work on investment in other APEC fora, and that this would be useful in responding to the Leaders’ directive.   


5d
Customs Procedures


20.
The Committee welcomed Mr John Shearer of Canada as the new Chair of the Sub-committee on Customs Procedures (SCCP).    The Chair of SCCP reported that it was actively pursuing the establishment of simplified and harmonised customs procedures through the implementation of  its Nine Point common action plan.  (A copy of the Chair’s  report is attached as Annex 6 - page x).   The Committee noted that funding had been secured for four projects to date and that additional requests for funding would be submitted during the course of 1997.    A key priority for SCCP during 1997 would be to manage the extensive technical assistance activities required to implement its CAP.  


21.
The Committee noted that SCCP recognised the need to respond to ABAC’s recommendations and would explore ways to broaden and deepen its CAP by including additional elements, such as risk management and harmonising data elements used in trade transactions.   The Committee also noted that, building on the success of last year’s Customs and Industry International Assembly, SCCP would participate in the APEC Customs/Industry Symposium to be held in Montreal in May.   The Committee endorsed SCCP’s intention to take full advantage of all opportunities to coordinate with other APEC fora on ways in which to address cross-cutting issues. 


5e
Standards and Conformance


22.
The Committee welcomed Mr Richard Lafontaine of Canada as the new Chair of the Sub-committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC).   The Chair of SCSC reported that the principal item on the agenda for the first SCSC meeting of 1997 would be the formulation of its 1997 Work Programme.   (A copy of the Convenor’s report is attached as Annex 7 - page 68).     The Committee noted that the SCSC would consider draft terms of reference for a practical dialogue on technical matters with its counterpart in the European Union.    SCSC would also consider the issue of coordination with other APEC fora and would provide comment to the CTI Chair in time for the APEC coordination meeting to be held in Singapore on 17-19 February.    The Committee also noted that SCSC’s three year mandate would expire at the end of the year, and that this question would need to be considered at a future meeting.


23.
In response to a request from the SCSC Chair for guidance in relation to the implementation and monitoring of progress on the SCSC CAP, the Committee noted the distinction between monitoring and reporting and advised that the SCSC was at liberty to monitor progress in a manner suited to its own needs.    In answer to the SCSC Chair’s request for guidance on the timing of the SCSC’s annual report, the Committee advised that the SCSC should be in a position to finalise its report for review by the CTI in October.   In response to a question from the SCSC Chair on the issue of comparability, the Committee observed that comparability was a process for the SOM to manage, but that suggestions by the SCSC for the review of the guidelines on transparency of IAPs had been requested.   The Committee further noted that “special actions” were not a substitute for collective actions but should be seen as a reinforcement for the collective action process.


5f
Competition Policy/Deregulation


24.
New Zealand presented a proposal for a Workshop on Competition Policy and Regulatory Management.   (A copy of the proposal is attached as Annex 8 - page 72).    The Committee noted the view of several members that the draft agenda for the Workshop did not adequately cover the OAA and CAP commitments to gather information and promote dialogue and study the interrelationship between competition policy and/or laws and other policies related to trade and investment.   After discussion, the Committee agreed that the draft Workshop agenda should be expanded so that member economies may make general statements and raise their views, including on the timing of further work on APEC objectives in this area.   The Committee agreed that New Zealand would revise the proposed agenda accordingly and circulate it to members for final agreement as soon as possible.


25.
After viewing a practical demonstration of its capabilities, and clarifying that it would be an APEC project but would not result in any cost to APEC as an organisation, the Committee endorsed Chinese Taipei’s proposed APEC competition law and policy database, subject to final confirmation by the end of February of technical issues by one member.    The Committee noted that some members who do not have any competition law/policy would have difficulty in providing information for inclusion in the database, while others may need some extra time to do so because of language factors. 


26.
The Committee noted that an APEC/Partners for Progress Competition Policy Training Course would be held in Bangkok on 18-21 March, that a Competition Policy Training Programme sponsored by the Republic of Korea would be held in Seoul on 8-13 September, and that PECC would hold a Conference on Trade and Competition Policy in Canada in May.    The exact dates of the PECC Conference would be determined later, but would enable participants in the APEC Competition Policy Workshop also to be held in Canada in May to attend both events.    (Relevant papers are attached as Annex 9 - page 80, Annex 10  - page 101, and Annex 11 - page 107).


5g
Government Procurement


27.
Hong Kong reported that the Government Procurement Experts’ Group (GPEG) would focus its efforts on two major areas in 1997.   (A copy of the Convenor’s report is attached as Annex 12 - page 114).   First, it would continue promoting better understanding of members’ existing government procurement regimes and of existing plurilateral/regional government procurement agreements.   The Committee noted that funding has been approved for a Training Programme on Government Procurement to be held in China in mid-1997, and endorsed a GPEG submission to the BAC for funding for a Seminar on Remedy Systems and Bid Challenge Procedures to be held in Chinese Taipei in March/April this year.


28.
The Committee noted that secondly and in accordance with the GP CAP, the GPEG would begin work on the development of a set of non-binding principles on government procurement in 1997.  Following up on surveys of members’ GP regimes, the GPEG would make arrangements for the publication of their findings and, in due course, would seek the Chair’s endorsement of a submission to the BAC for the funds required. 


5h
Dispute Mediation


29.
Canada reported that all members had now provided some information on arbitration, mediation and conciliation services currently available in their economies and that the Chair of the Dispute Mediation Experts’ Group (DMEG) was preparing an outline for the publication of this information in a Guidebook.   (A copy of the Convenor’s report is attached as Annex 13 - page 118).  Analysis of the information, however, indicated that there were  information gaps which needed to be filled before the Guidebook could be published.  The Committee noted that Canada would contact members about these gaps, and about the proposed outline of a publication, and recognising the priority which Ministers accorded to this activity, the Committee agreed that members should respond quickly so that the full information could be prepared for publication.  


30.
The Committee endorsed submissions to the BAC for funding for the Guidebook and for a seminar, being organised by Australia, on the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding to be held at the APEC Secretariat in Singapore in late April.   The Committee noted that the seminar would constitute one in the series of UR Implementation Seminars.   The Committee  noted that a further seminar on private-to-government and private-to-private dispute resolution would be organised at a later date, but that the DMEG had not yet been able to reach consensus on private dispute resolution aspects.     The  Committee  noted that this issue would be discussed at the next DMEG meeting, which would be held in Singapore immediately after the WTO DSU seminar.  


5i
Mobility of Business People


31.
Australia reported that the APEC Business Travel Handbook had been published in November last year and that copies had been sent to members for distribution to their business sectors.   (A copy of the Convenor’s report is attached as Annex 14 - page 121).   The Committee agreed that the Handbook should be made available on the APEC Home Page on the Internet in readable format, and that surplus funds originally approved for publication of the Handbook would be used to meet the costs involved.   Updates of members’ individual entries would be requested and included in the version of the Handbook loaded on to the Home Page.   The Committee noted the emphasis which the ABAC report had placed on the issue of Business Mobility, and agreed that members should provide Australia by 15 March with comments on ways to address ABAC’s recommendations.    On the basis of these comments, Australia would submit a paper to the CTI Chair for inclusion in the consolidated paper he will prepare on the issue of ABAC recommendations for submission to the SOM Chair.


32.
The Committee noted that Australia would prepare a discussion paper for the Committee’s consideration at its meeting in Quebec on issues/options for streamlining and accelerating processing of short-term business visas, drawing on members’ responses to Section 3 of the short-term travel survey.    The Committee urged those members who have not done so to submit their responses to Section 3 as soon as possible so that Australia could incorporate their views in the discussion paper.      The Committee noted that the issues to be addressed in this area were complex and technical and that input from border management (especially immigration) agencies would be required to facilitate a substantive discussion.   Australia undertook to circulate its paper as soon as possible to allow time for members to seek expert input from their border management agencies.


33.
The Committee noted that Australia, the Republic of Korea and the Philippines were proceeding with planning for a trial of the APEC Business Travel Card, expected to commence in April 1997 and to continue for a period of six months.    Australia would provide members with detailed information on the procedural arrangements for the trial once it had commenced and would provide a report to CTI/SOM at the conclusion of the trial period.     


5j
Intellectual Property


34.
Japan reported progress in the implementation of the Intellectual Property Rights CAP.   (A copy of the Convenor’s report is attached as Annex 15  - page 127).   The Committee noted that the next IPR Get-Together (IPR-GT) would be held in Phuket on 24-25 February in conjunction with the PFP Seminar on Industrial Property Rights.   The Committee also noted that the IPR-GT would consult with SCCP over the submission to the BAC of a TILF Special Account project proposal in respect of the Implementation of the WTO TRIPS Agreement and would do so in time for submission of proposals for consideration at the next BAC meeting on 26-27 March.


5k
Implementation of the UR/ROO


35.
The United States reported that it was considering the next steps to be taken to implement the Implementation of the UR CAP and sought members’ views on topics for future seminars.   The Committee noted that possible topics might include the TRIPS Agreement, the TRIMS Agreement, the WTO’s Built- In-Agenda and consideration of  issues concerned with the WTO’s notification requirements.   The Committee agreed that members should provide the US as soon as possible with comments on topics for future seminars.    


36.
China reported the outcome of the APEC Anti-dumping Seminar held in Haikou, Hainan on 16-18 December 1996.    The Committee noted that the seminar had provided a useful forum for an exchange of information on members’ respective anti-dumping regimes, and an opportunity to enhance members’ understanding of the WTO Anti-dumping Agreement.


37.
The US reported that it was considering next steps to implement the ROO CAP and suggested that initially work might focus on assessing members’ compliance with procedural obligations in the WTO Agreement on ROO and on ways in which APEC could facilitate, complement and accelerate WTO/WCO work on harmonisation of non-preferential ROO.   The Committee agreed that members should provide the US with their ideas and suggestions for work in this area as soon as possible.


5l
Services


38.
The Committee welcomed Chile as the new Convenor on Services, under the guidance of Mr Ricardo Lagos.   Chile reported that the first meeting of the new Group on Services would be held immediately following the CTI meeting and that its task would be to formulate a work programme for 1997, including ways in which to meet the OAA’s requirement that member economies continue to seek Collective Actions in other Services sectors.   (A copy of a Discussion Paper on Services and of a Comparison of the Treatment of Services in IAPs are attached as Annex 16 - page 131 and Annex 17 -page 136).   The Committee agreed that the CTI sub-group in this area would be called the “Group on Services”  (GOS),  that its status would be informal and subject to ongoing review in the light of developments in its work, and that its mandate would be to address the TILF tasks contained in the OAA and in directions from Leaders, Ministers, the SOM and the CTI, building upon the existing body of work on Services and related matters within APEC.


5m
Information Gathering and Analysis




39.
Canada reported that the Economic Committee would continue to monitor developments in this issue area, that all elements of the CAP were currently being addressed and that the APEC Secretariat would continue to update the table of information gathering and analysis activities in APEC.    The Committee noted that a further meeting of the Small Group on Information Gathering and Analysis had been tentatively scheduled in the margins of the second  EC plenary meeting for 1997 to be held in St Johns in August.   The Chair noted that CTI had specific responsibility for implementing parts of the work programme in this issue area, and drew the Committee’s attention to correspondence he had had with the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat in which the Executive Director had confirmed that, subject to the availability of resources,  the APEC Secretariat was willing to consider requests from CTI Convenors for advice and assistance with research and analysis work.   (Copies of this correspondence are attached as Annex 18 - page 145).   The Committee noted that requests for assistance of this kind should be directed to the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat, and should be prepared in consultation with the relevant Secretariat staff member.   



6
TILF ISSUES IN OTHER APEC FORA


40.
The Committee reaffirmed its commitment to direct contact with Working Group Lead Shepherds, and with Working Group members at an economy level, and to an enhanced information exchange with other APEC fora.  In this context, the Committee welcomed the SOM Chair’s initiative to convene a meeting of Committee Chairs, Working Group Lead Shepherds and the APEC Secretariat at the APEC Secretariat in Singapore on 17-19 February to discuss priorities for the 1997, including directions from Leaders and Ministers, and issues of coordination among APEC fora.    The Committee agreed that members should provide the CTI Chair by 10 February with comments on issues they would like him to raise at this meeting.  

7
AGENCY REPORTS


APEC SECRETARIAT


41.
The APEC Secretariat briefed the Committee on preparations for the  Budget and Administrative Committee (BAC) meeting to be held in Singapore on 26-27 March.   The Chair noted that, in order to ensure BAC consideration of its projects, it was necessary to consult fully with the APEC Secretariat, as well as with other relevant APEC fora, in preparing project proposals.    The Chair noted that he would not endorse project proposals unless they were accompanied by an indication of support from the relevant CTI sub-group, and of other APEC fora where appropriate, and had been endorsed by the  Convenor.   The Committee also noted the importance of submitting high quality, well-formatted  project proposals  in a timely fashion in order to obtain full consideration within deadline, and that the deadline for receipt by the CTI Chair of proposals for the next BAC meeting was 13 February New Zealand time.   If there were exceptional circumstances, which would need to be briefly explained in writing, the Chair noted that he would be attending the meeting of APEC fora in Singapore from 17-19 February.   He counselled against leaving proposals to the last minute.  The Committee further noted that all project proposals should include a clear explanation of how they were designed to achieve  identified OAA objectives and note, where relevant, any directions with respect to the project received from Ministers and Leaders.  The Committee agreed on the importance of ensuring that members’ BAC representatives were fully briefed on CTI project proposals and fully understood how they were intended to achieve OAA/MAPA objectives and/or to respond to Ministers/Leaders’ directives.


42.
The  APEC Secretariat  circulated a list of APEC funded CTI projects and a 
revised list of CTI Contact Points.   (A copy of the APEC Secretariat’s report is attached as Annex 19 - page 149).


43.
The Committee reiterated its appreciation to the APEC Secretariat for its ongoing support of the CTI Chair and other CTI activities.   The Committee noted that Brian Wilson would shortly conclude his assignment at the APEC Secretariat and expressed its appreciation for the assistance he had rendered its work in his role as Assistant to the CTI Chair.      


PECC


44.
PECC reported on its recent activities of relevance to CTI.   These included the publication of “Perspectives on the Manila Action Plan for APEC”, which had been released in November 1996, and revised and re-released in December 1996.   The Committee noted that PECC would welcome members’ comments on this contribution towards an independent assessment of MAPA.   PECC had also held a Roundtable and Public Symposium evaluating APEC and the WTO in Singapore on 13-14 December 1996.    


45.
PECC also reported that it would hold a Trade and Competition Policy Seminar back to back with the APEC Workshop on Competition Policy and Regulatory Management to be held in Quebec in May.    PECC XII would be held in Santiago on 30 September-2 October, and this would be preceded on 29 September by a PECC Trade Policy Forum Symposium on “APEC, FTAA and WTO:   Prospects for Convergence.”    The Committee noted that PECC also had work underway on assessing and evaluating APEC members’ IAPs, refining and defining the framework of liberalisation and facilitation,  and on identifying priority sectors for liberalisation based on intra-APEC trade intensity flows.    The Committee expressed its appreciation of PECC’s continuing academic and intellectual input into its work. 

8
OTHER BUSINESS


8a
Guidelines on Non-Member Participation 


46.
The Chair drew the Committee’s attention to the Consolidated Guidelines on Non-Member Participation attached to the APEC Secretariat’s report, and noted the relevant sections of  the Guidelines which applied to non-member participation in CTI activities.   In line with the practice of SOM, the Committee agreed that unless a member formally notified its opposition to participation by a non-member in any activity, its silence on the matter would be taken to constitute assent.


8b.
Internet Procedures


47.
The APEC  Secretariat introduced a paper on the costs of undertaking Internet Projects.   (A copy of the paper is attached as Annex 20 - page 190).    The Committee endorsed the APEC Secretariat’s recommendation that, in view of the costs involved, careful consideration should be given before deciding that the full version of CTI documents should be included on the Home Page of the Internet in the full Hypertext Mark Up Language (HTML) format.   It agreed that in many cases only a one-page Executive Summary of publications should be included in this form, and that the full document should be included in the less expensive File Transfer Protocol (FTP) format.   The Committee also agreed that, where HTML format was required, all future BAC project funding proposals should include provision for the full costs of placing the document or publication on the Internet.


8c.
Public Availability of CTI documents/publications  


48.
The Committee agreed that unless the Committee and/or its sub-groups made an explicit decision that a document should be restricted, all CTI documents and publications should be available to the public in either or both hard copy and electronic formats.

9
TRADE POLICY DIALOGUE


9a
Dialogue on Rules of Origin


49.
The Committee had an informal discussion on Rules of Origin, and PECC provided a short “Update” on recent trade policy developments, with particular emphasis on the evolution of the Free Trade Area for the Americas (FTAA).


9b
Topic for the next Trade Policy Dialogue


50.
The Committee agreed that the topic for the next Trade Policy Dialogue 



would be Services, and noted that PECC had circulated a paper 



to help inform discussion at that time.

10
NEXT CTI MEETING


51.
The Committee noted that its next meeting would be held in Quebec immediately following SOM II.   

11
CONCLUSION OF MEETING


52.
The Chair concluded the meeting by expressing appreciation for the contribution all participants had made to advancing the Committee’s work programme.   The Committee reiterated its appreciation to Canada for the excellent practical support with which it had been provided in Victoria.

Office of the Chair

APEC Committee on Trade and Investment

31 January 1997

ACTION CHECKLIST:  SHORT-TERM DEADLINES

	Reference
	Action
	
	Deadline

	Para 9

Para 9
	Chair to circulate a draft of his report to the SOM Chair on progress with the 1997 CTI Work Programme for inclusion in the SOM Chair’s report to APEC Trade Ministers

Members to respond to the CTI Chair’s draft


	
	14 April

21 April (New Zealand time)

	Para 10

Para 11


	Chair and the APEC Secretariat to prepare  draft recommendations elaborating administrative procedures for monitoring the implementation of IAPs and CAPs

Convenors to coordinate comments from CTI members on existing IAP transparency guidelines and to convey these to the CTI Chair 


	
	31 March

31 March

	Para 11
	Chair to prepare a revised version of the transparency Guidelines and circulate to CTI members


	
	14 April



	Para 12
	APEC Secretariat, in consultation with Working Group Lead Shepherds, to prepare an updated report on TILF activities in other APEC fora and to submit it to the CTI Chair


	
	31 March

	Para 12
	Convenors to report to the CTI Chair on TILF activities and “deliverables” in their respective issue areas


	
	31 March

	Para 12
	IEG to submit draft recommendations to the CTI Chair on how to intensify APEC’s work on investment


	
	31 March

	Para 12

Para 13


	Convenors to consult with members and submit to the CTI Chair suggestions on ways to prioritise and, where feasible and acceptable, to implement ABAC recommendations 

Relevant members to advise the CTI Chair of the outcome of consultations in capitals


	
	31 March

As soon as possible



	Para  14

Para 18
	Convenors in areas where APEC sub-groups exist to ensure the CTI Chair has an up-to-date copy of the sub-group’s terms of reference

Singapore  to prepare a proposed format and elements for collating information on NTMs already available in the WTO Trade Policy Review and other reports 


	
	31 March

By Quebec CTI meeting



	Para 18
	Members to finalise Tariff Database contracts with, and submit latest tariff data to, Federal Express 


	
	As soon as possible, to enable a database launch on 31 March



	Para 24
	New Zealand to circulate to members for final agreement a revised agenda for the Workshop on Competition Policy and Regulatory Management 


	
	As soon as possible



	Para 29

Para  32


	Canada to contact members about information gaps in the material on arbitration, mediation and conciliation services currently available in their economies and about the proposed outline of a publication incorporating this material.  Members to respond to Canada  
Australia to circulate a paper on issues/options for streamlining and accelerating processing of short-term business visas


	
	As soon as possible

As soon as possible

                           

	Para  33
	Members to provide the US with views on topics for future UR Implementation Seminars
	
	As soon as possible



	Para 34
	Members to provide the US with suggestions for the work programme on ROO


	
	As soon as possible

	Para  40


	Convenors and Members to provide the CTI Chair with comments on issues to raise at the APEC fora coordination meeting to be held in Singapore on 17-19 February 


	
	10 February 

	Para 41


	Members to submit project proposals for the March BAC meeting  to the CTI Chair for signature
	
	13 February 

(New Zealand time)
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