11

APEC COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

THIRD MEETING FOR 1997:  ST. JOHN’S 26-27 AUGUST 1997

CHAIR’S SUMMARY RECORD OF DISCUSSION

INTRODUCTION


 1
The third meeting of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) for 1997 was held in St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada on 26-27 August.  The meeting was chaired by Mr. Christopher Butler of the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  17 APEC member economies were represented.  The APEC Secretariat was also present.  Representatives of the ASEAN Secretariat, the South Pacific Forum and PECC attended as observers.  (The list of participants is attached as Annex 1, page 16.)

1.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA


2
The Committee adopted the annotated agenda as drafted.  (A copy of the agenda is attached as Annex 2, page 32).

2.
ADOPTION OF THE CHAIR’S SUMMARY RECORD, VICTORIA


MEETING, 29 - 30 JANUARY 1997


3
The Committee adopted the Chair’s Summary Record of Discussion of the Quebec City CTI Meeting, 16-17 May 1997.
3.
CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS


4
The Chair extended a warm welcome to all delegates and expressed appreciation to Canada for the generous hospitality which had been extended to all participants, and for the excellent arrangements which had been made for the CTI meeting and for the associated sub-group meetings.


5
The Chair noted that there were new CTI representatives at the meeting, and extended the Committee’s welcome to them.  He expressed the Committee’s appreciation of the contribution made by the outgoing representatives.


6
The Chair foreshadowed that the St John’s CTI meeting would finalise reports to SOM III on:


(i)
Ministerial Instructions from Montreal with respect to Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalisation


(ii)
A Focused TILF Package


(iii)
High Profile TILF Deliverables


(iv)
Revised IAP Format Guidelines 

4.
REPORTS FROM CONVENORS

7
The Chair noted that a number of sub-group mandates were to be  considered.  He acknowledged the considerable workload shouldered by Convenors, particularly those without sub-groups to assist them. CTI would need to give serious consideration to how best to manage the increasing workload of APEC’s TILF agenda.  While recognising the diverse work of CTI sub-fora, he agreed with the comments of some members that it might also be desirable in due course to consider harmonising mandates and basic principles of operation.


4a
Tariffs/NTMs


8
Singapore reported on steps it had taken to refine and accelerate work on Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs). (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 3, page 36).


9
As requested at the Quebec City CTI, the Convenor presented a  proposal for a new CTI-sub group to add value to the work on tariffs, NTMs, voluntary sectoral liberalisation and database coordination.  Terms of Reference (TOR) for the Market Issues Group (MIG) were approved by the Committee.  (The TOR are attached as Annex 4, page 70).  It was agreed that the MIG would oversee the development of the NTM database specified in the CAP, and noted an APEC Secretariat options paper on that subject.  It would also be responsible for further development and/or linkages of databases related to trade and NTMs with the Tariff Database. On early voluntary sectoral liberalisation, the Chair noted that carriage of the ongoing work requested by SOM would be a key task for the MIG, under the direction of the Committee.


10
A revised CAP, which combined the tariff and NTM work areas,  was presented to the meeting and members agreed to provide comments to Singapore by 15 September. 


11
The Committee welcomed the offer by Singapore to make available upon request the third-party information it had collated on NTMs, export subsidies, export prohibitions and restrictions.  It noted that Singapore would explore with the WTO Secretariat, the possibility of linking the WTO trade database with the APEC  Tariff Database so that tariff information and trade statistics could be matched.


4b
Tariff Database Task Force


12
The Committee accepted the recommendation that the Task Force should be disbanded.   It agreed that the maintenance of and liaison with Fedex regarding the existing database would become a standing item on the SCCP agenda.


13
The Committee commended the innovative and successful way in which the Task Force had established the database in partnership with the private sector and at minimal cost to APEC economies.  It urged all economies to enhance the usefulness of the database by allowing their tariff information to be downloaded.


4c
Investment


14
The IEG Chair reported on the Group’s activities, in particular the outcome of discussions on enhancing the environment for investment in APEC.  (Convenor Reports are attached as Annexes 5 and 6, pages 72 and 75).


15
The Group planned to develop, in early 1998, a set of policy and practical investment liberalisation measures from which member economies could voluntarily select when updating their IAPs.  Investment protection was one option being developed, and it was hoped that ABAC would provide detailed technical input on this.  Recent policy forums had been held by the Group covering investment regimes in Chile, Japan and Papua New Guinea; the Canada/Chile Free Trade Agreement; and experience with one stop shop investment agencies. Hong Kong’s investment regime and investment arrangements under the ASEAN Free Trade Agreement would be discussed at the Hong Kong IEG meeting in October.


16
The Committee noted that the St John’s IEG meeting held on 24-25 August had agreed improved IAP Format Guidelines for investment, a CAP implementation report and a revised and enhanced investment CAP.  The Group had also decided to provide a factual paper to the WTO Working Group on Trade and Investment describing APEC’s work on investment.  The CTI Chair requested that the latter report be circulated to CTI contacts and Senior Officials.  Future activities included three training programs for investment officials in 1998, a second business survey, the 1997 Business Investment Symposium and updating the Investment Guidebook.


17
The CTI Chair thanked IEG for its input into the IAP Format Guidelines.  He acknowledged the work of IEG, New Zealand and Hong Kong in organising the Investment Symposium planned for 28-29 October and urged economies to ensure equal participation by the private sector in their delegations to the Symposium.  He also encouraged wider publicity of the substantive improvements in investment regimes which had occurred in individual APEC member economies.


4d
Sub-committee on Customs Procedures

18
The Convenor reported that the draft “Blueprint for APEC Customs Modernisation: Working with Business for a Faster, Cheaper and Better Border” had been circulated for comment to SCCP members and key business contacts, including ABAC.  Guidelines had also been developed for evaluating financial partnerships between SCCP and business. The SCCP Internet Homepage was being utilised to seek private sector input into these documents, as well as to publicise the Rules of Origin Compendium.  The Blueprint and the Guidelines would be considered at the Banff SCCP meeting on 13-15 October.  Publication of the Blueprint was planned for the Vancouver APEC Economic Leaders Meeting in November.


19
The Committee noted that eight SCCP funding proposals (including Technical Assistance on the HS Convention, Clear Appeal Provisions, Temporary Importations and Common Data Elements) had been approved by the July BAC meeting.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 7, page 78.)


20
The Committee acknowledged the substantive SCCP work plan and 1997 deliverables.  It endorsed revised TOR as proposed, including a renewed mandate, for the SCCP.  (The TOR are attached as Annex 8, page 80.)


4e
Standards and Conformance

21
The Chair reported on the third and last SCSC meeting for 1997 at St. John’s which had produced some 20 separate outcomes.  These included an interim report on the status of implementation of member economies’ CAP actions and a revised and enhanced SCSC CAP.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 9, page 87.)


22
CTI endorsed the SCSC “Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations” as a major deliverable for 1997.  The Chair undertook to recommend them to SOM for referral to other APEC fora and member economies for consideration and use where applicable.  (The Guidelines are included in the CTI Chair’s Report to SOM, Annex 10, page 139)


23
The Committee approved the renewal of the SCSC’s mandate and endorsed its revised TOR.  (The revised TOR are attached as Annex 11, page 161.)


24
The Committee noted that the Food MRA had come into operation on 15 August after Australia, New Zealand and the People’s Republic of China had notified their intention to participate in the APEC Umbrella Arrangement for Mutual Recognition of Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products. The Committee also noted that the finalized texts of the APEC Food MRA and APEC Food MRA Supplementary Material were now available on the APEC Homepage. 


25
The Committee noted that funding had been approved by the BAC for a TILF project on Compilation of Information on Food Labeling Laws, Regulations and Standards in the APEC Region, proposed by the People’s Republic of China.  It also noted the SCSC’s endorsement of a revised joint HRD Working Group/SCSC project on the enhancement of international quality assurance systems, (and that the Philippines would act as SCSC contact point for the project) and of Japan’s propopsal for a second PFP project on Standards and Conformity Assement Schemes to be held on 25 November to 4 December in Malaysia.  The Committee further noted the SCSC’s endorsement in principle of the proposal by Australia and New Zealand for an integrated approach to enhance the effectiveness of food control systems in the APEC region. 


26
The Committee welcomed the SCSC’s election of Malaysia as 1998 SCSC Chair, and New Zealand and Canada as Vice-Chairs. It noted that Malaysia would host the second APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance in conjunction with the third SCSC meeting in Kuala Lumpur in 1998.


27
The Committee thanked SCSC and its Chair for their substantial and innovative contribution to APEC’s trade facilitation agenda.


4f
Competition Policy/Deregulation


28
The Convenor reported on the Competition Policy and Deregulation Workshop held in Quebec City on 18-19 May.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 12, page 167.)  The Workshop had useful discussions on the competition policy and deregulation sections of IAPs, deregulation, effective and adequate competition laws and the interrelationship between competition policy and/or laws and other policies related to trade and investment.


29
The Committee agreed that New Zealand, in consultation with member economies, would prepare for the October CTI meeting an agenda proposal for a further Workshop in 1998 covering issues such as a symposium on regulatory reform, the possibility of a joint meeting with the Group on Services, further dialogue on the role of competition policy in supporting the multilateral trading system, and further dialogue on the interrelationship between competition policies and other policies related to trade and investment. New Zealand would also prepare a draft project proposal, including terms of reference, for a study on the advantages and disadvantages of competition laws and policies for developing economies.  Japan’s proposal for a second APEC Partners for Progress seminar on competition policy was endorsed by the Committee.


30
New Zealand reported on its presentation, as Convenor economy, on APEC’s competition policy and deregulation work programme to the WTO Working Group on the Interaction between Trade and Competition Policy.  The Committee noted the need to stay abreast of WTO work on competition policy as mandated by Ministers.


31
Chinese Taipei briefed the Committee on the Competition Policy and Law Database under development.  The Chair encouraged economies to supply the required information for the database by the end of September.


32
The Committee agreed a proposal to establish a single access point on the APEC Homepage to provide a direct link into the deregulation sections of member economy IAPs.  The Chair noted that this would provide a cost efficient way of meeting the OAA requirement to publish such annual reports.  (The proposal is attached as Annex 13, page 178.)


4g
Government Procurement


33
The GPEG Chair reported on the Group’s informal meeting on 18 May in Quebec City and its meeting on 22-23 August in St. John’s.  (Convenor Reports are attached as Annexes 14 and 15, pages 180 and 183.)

34 The Committee noted that the GPEG had agreed to start with the principle of transparency in its work on the development of a set of non - binding principles on government procurement (GP).  A paper containing an agreed set of elements of transparency in GP, with a list of practices illustrating how they could be put into practice, would be presented to the October CTI meeting for submission to SOM.  The GPEG had further agreed to forward this material, after endorsement by Ministers in November, to the WTO Working Group on Transparency in Government Procurement.  This would constitute an APEC contribution to the study phase of the WTO’s work on transparency in GP.


35
The GPEG Chair reported that the APEC GP Home Page had been reconfigured and expanded to cover members’ GP systems and publication arrangements for GP information. A training program on GP targeted at working level officials had been held in Yantai, China on 15-18 July, attended by 56 delegates from 11 member economies and expert speakers from Australia, Canada, Japan and the US.


4h
Dispute Mediation


36
Canada reported that most member economies had submitted the required information for the Dispute Mediation Guidebook.  The Chair urged economies to provide the outstanding material before 15 September.


37
The Committee noted that APEC funding had been approved for a seminar on private-to-private and private-to government dispute mediation services in the APEC region, proposed by Thailand.  The seminar would be held in Thailand, probably in conjunction with a meeting of the DMEG.  It was expected that the participants would benefit from the experience of experts from UNCITRAL and ICSID, as well as from other international arbitration centres.


38
Canada reported that Experts had agreed to consider the desirability of further APEC discussion on the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding review scheduled for 1999. The Chair would be working with Experts to arrive at a consensus agenda and to agree on an appropriate time-line for the discussions.


39
The Committee noted the DMEG Chair’s request that it recommend the specific adoption of the principles upon which the DMEG was based (and not just by reference) by Ministers or Leaders, as appropriate.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 16, page 186.)


4i
Mobility of Business People

40
Australia reported that two informal meetings on business mobility had taken place since the last CTI meeting, in Quebec City on 19 May and St John’s on 24 August.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 17, page 190.)  The meetings had considered ABAC’s recommendations on the mobility of business people and agreed to continue to exchange views on those recommendations.  Members had commenced a policy dialogue on a number of themes relevant to the facilitation of short-term travel, including multiple entry visas, visa waiver arrangements, special travel pass schemes including the APEC Business Travel Card, alignment of entry conditions, application of new technologies, resource management issues, best practices in border management and visa processing, exchange of information between border management agencies, and technical assistance and training needs.  The Committee noted that dialogue would continue on these issues at a further meeting with a view to identifying the scope for regional cooperation.  


41
The Committee approved a revised Collective Action Plan on Mobility of Business People.  The Committee took note of the Convenor’s report that consideration had been given as to whether it would be appropriate, in light of the substantial work program, to seek a formal mandate from the CTI.  This would be considered further in capitals and discussed at the next meeting with a view to making a specific recommendation to the CTI.  


42
The Committee approved a request by the APEC Secretariat to proceed with a second limited print run of the APEC Business Travel Handbook for free distribution at APEC Business events later in the year.  The Chair noted that this represented a one-off departure from the Committee’s earlier decision to distribute the handbook on a cost recovery basis. 


4j
Intellectual Property

43
Japan reported on the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Get-Together meeting which was held on 21-22 July in Chinese Taipei, in conjunction with the APEC Symposium on the Enforcement of IPR organized by Chinese Taipei and Mexico.  It also reported on the second PFP project on IPR to be held on 5 November to 4 December in Thailand.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 18, page 195.)


44
The Committee commended the Convenor for achieving substantial progress during a short period of time in the field of IPR, which was one of the priority areas specified by APEC Ministers and Leaders.


45
The Committee agreed that the IPR GT should be recognized as a CTI subgroup, that it should be renamed the “IPR Experts Group” (IPEG), and approved its TOR.  (The TOR are attached as Annex 18, page 201.)


46
The Committee noted that the next IPEG meeting would take place in Canberra, Australia in the week of 2 to 6 March 1998. China expressed its willingness to host a second IPEG meeting in 1998.


4k
Implementation of UR/ROO


47
The United States reported that a meeting to progress work on UR/ROO would be held after the CTI meeting.  The Committee welcomed Ms. Jane Early as the new Convenor and noted that there were a number of CAP actions to be taken forward and a 1997 CAP to be developed.  The Chair urged members to contribute actively and positively to advancement of the UR/ROO work areas.


4l
Services


48
The Convenor reported on the second and third meetings of the Group held in Quebec and St. John’s, Canada. The GOS would meet again on 22 October in Singapore.  (The Convenor’s Reports are attached as Annexes 19 and 20, pages 203 and 212.)


49
The Committee noted that GOS has focused on the implementation of its work programme and on the enhancement of the Services CAP.  Activities had included the exchange and review of information on trade in services arrangements within the APEC region (ASEAN, CER, and NAFTA); a compilation of services trade statistics; and work towards the identification of measures affecting trade in specific services sectors.  In order to improve the understanding of the impact of liberalisation of specific services sectors, three member economies (Australia; Hong Kong, China; and Malaysia) had shared their experiences in the liberalisation of their telecommunications and education sectors. The Committee noted that APEC funding had been approved for a training programme on trade in services, proposed by China.


50
The Committee noted the development of a draft Services CAP that built on objectives and collective actions contained in the Osaka Action Agenda, elements of the GOS work programme, comments and suggestions received from member economies, and ABAC recommendations.  The Chair encouraged economies to comment on those collective actions upon which there was no consensus by 23 September.  A final version of the CAP would be presented to the October CTI meeting.


51
The Committee acknowledged the efforts of the Convenor and the GOS for their significant progress in this developing work area for CTI.


4m
Information Gathering and Analysis


52
The Committee considered and endorsed the revised CAP which provided an overview of information gathering and analytical work in APEC in support of work on trade and investment liberalization and facilitation.  It reflected the ongoing activities of the EC, the CTI and other APEC fora.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 21, page 220.)
5.
TILF ISSUES IN OTHER APEC FORA


53
The Chair introduced for discussion and referral to SOM draft reports on “High Profile TILF Deliverables” and “A Focused TILF Package”.  (Revised versions of these reports are attached as Annex 22 and Annex 23, pages 228 and 247.)


54
The Chair explained that the “High Profile TILF Deliverables” report comprised a series of press releases designed to better communicate APEC’s activities to the public.  Once finalised they would be available for use by APEC offices and member economies in the lead up to the Ministerial and Leaders meetings.   He encouraged member economies to augment the releases as appropriate by ‘individualising’ them, for example by including quotes from Ministers and businesspeople.


55
It was agreed to note to the SOM that the report covered TILF and TILF-related activities across all APEC fora.  The Committee thanked the Chair for producing the report.  The Chair undertook to re-circulate the report and to have the final version available in early October.


56
The Chair outlined the draft “Focused TILF Package” report, noting that it proposed a reorganisation of the CTI Report to Ministers with the objective of reducing duplication and covering TILF work underway APEC-wide.  He drew the attention of Convenors to the CAP reporting deadline of 1 October and the suggested format for their reports.  (The reporting format is attached as Annex 24, page 285).  He noted that individual member economy contributions to CAPs should also be provided by this date.  The Committee agreed that the report should be referred to SOM, and noted that a draft of the full CTI Report to Ministers would be considered at the October CTI Meeting.

6.
AGENCY REPORTS


APEC SECRETARIAT


57
The APEC Secretariat briefed the Committee on the results of the Budget and Administrative Committee ( BAC)  meeting held in Singapore on 29 -31 July.   It was noted that all CTI budget proposals (16 projects for the TILF Special Account and two projects for the Operational Account) had been approved.  (The APEC Secretariat Report is attached as Annex 25, page 289.)


58
The Committee noted that CTI sub-fora would in future be required to allocate specific numerical rankings to their projects, as instructed by BAC.     The Chair informed the Committee that, in addition to the other procedural requirements which had been noted at past meetings,  he would also require the Secretariat to sign-off on all projects before he would consider them for signature.


59
The Committee noted the BAC recommendation to SOM that all final documents  be made available to the public as a general principle, enabling APEC fora on the basis of consensus to grant wider access to their draft papers.   The Committee asked the APEC Secretariat to propose procedures to implement this recommendation following its approval by SOM.


60
The Committee noted the guidelines for Updating and Reporting Systems for IAPs and CAPs which CTI, the APEC Secretariat and Korea had been tasked by SOM II to develop.  (A copy of the guidelines is attached as Annex 25, page 302).


61
The Committee adopted the recommendations put forward by the APEC Secretariat on the feasibility of linking databases through the APEC Homepage, noting that the procedures proposed for the CTI and its sub-fora could well be applicable in the wider APEC context


62
The Committee expressed its appreciation for the work done by the APEC Secretariat to develop a promotional brochure on APEC business-related information.  The Committee agreed to distribute the pamphlet through member economies, through PECC and PBEC channels, and directly to business-related events in conjunction with APEC events.  The Committee agreed that  CTI contacts would disseminate it to business associations and companies in their own economies.


63
The Committee noted that the APEC Secretariat was planning to reformat the APEC Homepage to publicise APEC services to business, and that the reformatting would be operational before the Leaders Meeting in November.


64
The APEC Secretariat circulated an overview of 1996 and 1997 APEC funded CTI projects, together with a revised list of CTI Contact Points.


65
The Committee reiterated its appreciation to the APEC Secretariat for its ongoing support for the CTI Chair and other CTI activities.


PECC


66
The Committee acknowledged PECC’s continuing analytical and substantive work in support of APEC, and discussed the information project CTI had commissioned in support of early voluntary sectoral liberalisation initiatives.  It also noted PECC’s evaluation of IAPs being undertaken for ABAC, and suggested that it might be useful if APEC’s CAP process was also subject to more detailed study.  The attention of members was drawn to the PECC XII International General Meeting (29 September 1997) and PECC Trade Forum Meeting (1 October 1997) to be held in Santiago, Chile.  (The PECC Report is attached as Annex 26, page 348.)

7.
OTHER BUSINESS



1997 Work Programme


Directory of Information Sources on TILF Issues


67
The draft survey form for the Directory of Information Sources on TILF Issues was discussed by the Committee.  (The form is attached as Annex 27, page 350.)  It was suggested that the APEC Secretariat librarian might research information on periodicals and publications, thus simplifying the questionnaire, and that definitional terms in the text of the covering letter might need further clarification.  Members were invited to provide comments to the APEC Secretariat (Director - Research and Analysis) by 15 September.



1997 Work Programme


68
The Chair noted that, following amendment to the investment section, the 1997 revision of the IAP format guidelines was now final.  The Committee endorsed the document.  The Chair thanked members for their help in finalising the guidelines, which would contribute substantially to improving IAP transparency and consistency.  He noted that the Guidelines would be presented to SOM III for consideration and adoption.  (The Guidelines are attached as Annex 28, page 356.)



Best Practices Guidelines

69 The Committee considered the US discussion paper on Best Practices in IAPs on which a number of economies and sub-fora had provided input.  The Chair noted that CTI had a role in advising SOM on the process of managing IAPs, as had been done in the development of the IAP Format Guidelines.  In this context it might be appropriate for CTI to consider further the best practice concept as a reference point for assessing IAPs.  He noted that a number of APEC fora (including TELWG, SCCP, SCSC and GPEG) had already developed some parallel ideas.  Given both the complexity of the issues and other workload however, the Committee agreed that it would be impractical to commence detailed analysis at this stage of the year.  It was therefore agreed that members would continue to provide feedback to the US with a view to a considered exploration of the concept by sub-fora and the Committee next year.



ITA II


70
Following the high level of interest in ITA II at the Montreal Ministerial Meeting, the US presented a paper outlining the proposed timetable and coverage of ITA II.  (The paper is attached as Annex 29, page 379).  The Committee noted that the paper provided a useful basis for members in considering their approach towards ITA II.



Other

71
The Chair reported that the APEC Environmental Ministerial Meeting had asked Hong Kong, China, in cooperation with the CTI and the Infrastructure Working Group of the of the EC, to examine innovative approaches to the financing of sustainable infrastructure.  He tabled a letter from Hong Kong, China containing a proposal to progress this issue, and requested comments from CTI contacts and Convenors by 15 September. The Chair noted that the approach appeared to be  particularly relevant to the work of GOS and IEG.  (The letter is attached as Annex 30, page 382.)

8.
TRADE POLICY DIALOGUE



Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalisation


72
As agreed at the Quebec City meeting, the Trade Policy Dialogue agenda item was utilised by member economies to progress CTI’s work on early voluntary sectoral liberalisation.


73
The  Chair recalled that in his message of 28 July to CTI contacts and Convenors he had noted that the Montreal Trade Ministers Meeting provided guidance on the parameters of sectors which might be considered as candidates for early voluntary liberalisation.  They included coverage of tariff and non tariff dimensions to the fullest extent possible and elements of facilitation and economic and technical cooperation; private sector input; the diversity of APEC member economies; critical mass involving initiatives supported by significant groups of APEC members; and where appropriate providing a foundation for participation beyond our region and, where appropriate, for incorporation into the WTO.  Ministers had also made clear that they wished to see the whole spectrum of nominations put forward.


74
The Chair noted that the development, refinement and consolidation of sectoral liberalisation nominations was an evolving process.  Given the number of nominations, the key to developing, consolidating and building support for proposals was a very thorough dialogue between economies.  It was important that delegations left St John’s with a clear idea of what needed to be done to further progress nominations in terms of consultation and improvement.


75
The Committee noted that Ministers had requested a report on the study on sectors for early voluntary liberalisation by the end of August.  It was agreed that the objective of CTI’s work in St John’s should be to provide SOM with a report that added value to the nominations already on the table.  This would entail improving and consolidating nominations and providing the SOM with a snapshot of the support which might be developing for them.  Members agreed to work together in a “sectoral supermarket”, and then provide descriptive reports providing preliminary indications of support for individual sectoral nominations which would be compiled by the CTI Chair and reported to SOM.  (A copy of the report is attached as Annex 31, page 388.)


76
The Chair proposed that the next trade policy dialogue be deferred until the first 1998 CTI meeting in Penang, given the considerable workload anticipated for the October 1997 CTI meeting.  Based on the Chair’s survey of views on possible topics, the Committee settled on the 1998 WTO Ministerial as a timely topic for discussion in Penang, with antidumping to be considered at the second CTI meeting in 1998.

9.
NEXT CTI MEETING


77
The Committee noted that its next meeting would be held in Singapore on 23-24 October.
10.
CONCLUSION OF MEETING


78
The Chair concluded the meeting by expressing appreciation for the contribution all participants had made to advancing the Committee’s work programme.  The Committee reiterated its appreciation to Canada for the excellent hospitality and practical support with which it had been provided in St John’s.

Office of the Chair

APEC Committee on Trade and Investment

28 August 1997

 ACTION CHECKLIST:  SHORT TERM DEADLINES

	Reference
	Action
	Deadline

	Para 67
	Members to provide comments to APEC Secretariat (Director - Research and Analysis)  on the draft TILF Information Directory Survey.


	15 September

	Para 55
	CTI Chair to re-circulate and finalize the report on “High Profile TILF Deliverables”.


	by 1 October

	Para 56
	CTI Chair, assisted by the APEC Secretariat, to draft CTI Report to Ministers.


	For 23-24 October CTI Meeting

	Para 56
	Convenors to provide CAP reports to APEC Secretariat.


	1 October

	Para 71
	Convenors to provide comments to CTI Chair on Hong Kong, China paper on innovative approaches to the financing of sustainable infrastructure.


	By 15 September

	Para 71
	CTI Chair to provide comments to Hong Kong, China on its paper on innovative approaches to the financing of sustainable infrastructure.


	By 30 September

	Para 10
	Members to provide comments to Singapore on the revised Tariff and NTM CAP.


	By 15 September

	Para 29
	New Zealand to prepare an agenda proposal for a Competition Policy Workshop in 1998.


	For 23-24 October CTI Meeting



	Para 29
	New Zealand to develop a draft project proposal, including terms of reference for a study on the advantages and disadvantages of competition laws and policies for developing economies.


	For 23-24 October CTI Meeting

	Para 31
	Members to provide information for the Competition Policy and Law Database to Chinese Taipei.


	By the end of September

	Para 34
	GPEG to finalise a paper on non-binding principles for transparency in Government Procurement.


	For 23-24 October CTI Meeting

	Para 36
	Members to provide information for the Dispute Mediation Guidebook.
	Before 15 September



	Para 48
	GOS to finalise the revised Services CAP.
	For 23-24 October CTI Meeting




