1st Meeting of the APEC Group on Services (GOS)

31 January 1997

Victoria, Canada

Convenor’s Report 

1) The first meeting of the Group on Services (GOS),  chaired by Chile,  was held on 31 January in Victoria, Canada. All APEC economies, as well as PECC and the APEC Secretariat were present. 

2) Based on the instructions from SOM and CTI, the GOS discussed Canada’s Paper on Services and exchanged views on its work programme for 1997.  It was agreed that the work of the Group on Services should be built upon the existing body of work within APEC.  In this connection, the Group requested the APEC Secretariat to prepare a paper containing the basic information already done or in progress in other APEC fora. 

3) The Group agreed that, as a first step, the work on trade in services will concentrate on information gathering and analysis, experience sharing and transparency.  In this regard, the Group agreed to a draft work programme, as well as on a schedule for implementing it.  This schedule also identifies the pertinent responsibilities for carrying it out.  The work programme and schedule are attached as Annex 1 and Annex 2, respectively.

4) The Group on Services also discussed the tasks instructed by the SOM and the CTI.  Members agreed to submit their views on reviewing IAP Guidelines to the Convenor by the end of March and will try to reach a collective view on the issue at the next Group Meeting. It was also agreed that the preparation of a forecast on TILF activity and “deliverables” for 1997, as well as the interim report on the status of the CAPs in the Services areas will adopt the same approach. 

5) The Group stressed the importance of soliciting the inputs on the work of trade in services from the private/business sector e.g ABAC and PECC and from other relevant international fora. 

6) The Group took note of the CTI decision to maintain the status of the Group as informal and to name it “Group on Services” (GOS).

7) The Group agreed to meet again on May 18, 1997, subject to final confirmation.
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