Fifth Meeting of the APEC Group on Services (GOS)
21 February 1998- Penang - Malaysia

Convenor’s Report

1) The Fifth Meeting of the Group on Services (GOS), chaired by Chile, was held on 21 February, 1998 in Penang, Malaysia. Seventeen APEC economies, PECC, the APEC Secretariat, CTI Vice Chair, Ms. Yvonne Choi, and the three new members designate, Peru, Russia, and Vietnam were present.

2) The Convenor reported to the meeting on the activities since the Fourth GOS Meeting.  The Group welcomed and offered its assistance to the three new members designate. 

3) Implementation of the Services Collective Action Plan commenced. 


CAP a): PECC provided a brief oral report on the status of its compilation and comparison on all existing services trade arrangements. It was agreed that PECC would submit the report in written form by April 30. The US submitted a paper with its views on possible common elements. The Group will build on these papers, taking into consideration the comments made by Canada and Chile. March 30th was agreed as the deadline for submitting further comments.


CAP b): APEC Secretariat circulated an updated version of the IAP Summary on Services. Economies will forward comments regarding the economies’ entries as well as general format of the document, to the Convenor, no later than April 30. 


CAP c): With the purpose of collecting information on measures affecting trade in services, it was agreed to work on a limited number of priority sectors. The Convenor proposed a methodology to facilitate the identification of such sectors on the basis of the GATS services classification list. To this end, economies were requested to convey to the Convenor their 3 respective preferences no later than March 30. Furthermore, Chile informed the GOS on the comments received from member economies on the proposed questionnaire and will circulate a revised version of the document by April 15. 


CAP d): The Trade and Investment Data Review WG circulated a paper on Trade in Services Data by APEC member economies. For information purposes, members were informed of the Eleventh Meeting of the TIDRWG to be held in Ottawa, Canada on 20-22 May. This meeting will deal, inter alia, with international trade in services data. The Group also considered the possibility of organizing a joint services statistics workshop with trade officials and statistical experts. Economies were asked to provide ideas on ways and means to take this initiative into effect. Financial implications of holding such a workshop were addressed by the APEC Secretariat.


CAP e): The Convenor informed the Group about his participation in the Economic Committee meeting as well as his proposed outline for improving the understanding of the impact on services liberalization in economic development. Some economies expressed their interest in prioritizing studies regarding financial stability and the liberalization of financial services. The Convenor will inform the Economic Committee on these suggestions for them to explore the possibility of drafting a bibliographical note on these issues.


CAP f): Australia and Hong Kong, China circulated a draft proposal for the preparation of a directory on the requirements for provision of professional services and suggested a phase one covering accountancy, engineering, and architecture. Work will commence on these three sectors. The Sixth GOS meeting will decide on additional services to be surveyed in this pilot stage. A presentation on the outcomes of the APEC HRDWG Project on Best Practices in engineering accreditation, recognition, and professional development was made by the Chair of the Steering Group of the HRD WG, Ms. Jennifer Ledgar.   


CAP g): PECC circulated a draft paper on Services and EVSL. Economies were invited to purvey their comments to the Convenor on this matter.


Consideration of the remaining CAPs was limited due to their contingent nature in relation to the above mentioned collective actions.

4) In response to the CTI 1998 Work Plan, ABAC recommendations were discussed. The Convenor made reference to the ABAC recommendation regarding a regional conference on mutual recognition of professional credentials within APEC economies and invited GOS members to put forth concrete proposals to this end. No specific proposals were provided on this occasion. 

5) An update of the Peoples Republic of China’s proposal on a training program on trade in services was made. Comments on discussion leaders are expected from member economies by April 10, 1997.

6) An update of the proposed joint meeting of the APEC Competition Policy & Deregulation Group and GOS was made by New Zealand. It was tentatively scheduled on the margins of the September SOM and CTI meetings.  

7) Dr. Mignon Chan, Director (Research & Analysis) provided the Group with a briefing on the Progress Report and the CTI endorsement on the TILF Information Directory Project. Since the CTI considers it valuable for CTI sub-fora to have a chance to review and input the entries of the Directory before its final publication in May, she will send the draft entries on Services to the Group for review and comment by 1 April. 
8) The GOS took note of the procedures on the implementation of the new document access policy. No working documents of the Group were identified for publication. 

9) The sixth meeting of the GOS will be on 15 June 1998 at Kuching, Malaysia. 

Santiago de Chile 

1 April 1998

PAGE  
1

