SEVENTH MEETING OF THE GROUP ON SERVICES (GOS)

CONVENOR'S REPORT

Kuantan, Malaysia, 8 September, 1998

1. The seventh meeting of the Group on Services, chaired by Chile, was held on 8 September 1998 in Kuantan, Malaysia. Seventeen APEC economies, CTI Chair, the APEC Secretariat, PECC and the three new member designates were present.

2. The Convenor reported to the meeting on the activities since the sixth GOS meeting.

3. The GOS examined the progress of the 1997 Services Collective Action Plan, its implementation as well as the necessary modifications for the enhancement of the said CAP. The following items were considered by the GOS:

A) Information gathering:
Cap a: PECC provided to the GOS a compilation and comparison on all existing services trade arrangements within APEC. Economies agreed to submit written comments on this document and to provide guidelines for the analysis of the various services arrangements to PECC, no later than October 15, 1998. In this context, it was agreed to upload the finished document on the APEC Secretariat web page, under a new GOS subheading.

Cap b: The Convenor asked the GOS to submit written comments on ways to analyze the IAP's Summary on Services as well as improvements in relation to this information gathering exercise by the next meeting.

B) Transparency:
Cap c: Hong Kong, China presented a document on Education Services. The GOS agreed to analyze this sector as well as to hold another voluntary exchange of views through presentations on distribution services during its next meeting.

Cap f: Hong Kong, China informed on the completion and the circulation among GOS members of the questionnaire, which is to be completed by member economies in regard to accounting, architecture and engineering services, no later than October 31st, 1998.

C) Exchange of experiences and analysis:
Cap e: The GOS agreed to take into consideration the work underway by the Steering Committee on the Impact of Trade Liberalization as well as other pertinent work developed in other relevant fora and academic institutions.

Cap j: The Group agreed to work on capacity building measures for future multilateral services trade negotiations. To this end, the GOS will ask the CTI to solicit technical assistance from the WTO, before September 15th, 1998 while member economies will provide further comments and suggestions on the possible capacity building measures for future multilateral services negotiations. 

4. In accordance with CTI Chair's instructions, the GOS agreed to the enhanced Services 1999 CAP, which is attached to this Report.

5. The Convenor reported on the outcome of the Joint Session of the Competition Policy Group and GOS, held prior to the Seventh GOS meeting. Three service sectors (Telecommunications, Financial and Professional Services) were examined.  Desirability of holding further joint sessions with the same Group was expressed with a view to examine other service sectors.

6. The eighth meeting of the GOS will be held on 4 February 1999 in Wellington, New Zealand.
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