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Singapore as Convenor of the issue area of Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures (TNTMs), convened the first meeting of the MAG on 21 February 1998. The meeting was chaired by Ms Ng Kim Neo, Senior Director, Trade Policy Division, Singapore Trade Development Board.  17 APEC member economies and the APEC Secretariat were represented.  Representatives from two Members-designate namely, Russia and Vietnam attended the meeting for the first time.  The PECC and the ASEAN Secretariat were also present as observers. 

Adoption of Agenda

2.
The Group adopted the annotated agenda as amended.  (See Annex 1.)

Matters Arising

3.
The Terms of Reference for the MAG (See Annex 2) as approved by the CTI at its St John’s meeting in August 97 were adopted

Implementation of Collective Action Plans (CAP) on Tariff and Non-Tariff Measures (TNTMs)

4.
The Chair briefed the Group on the progress in the implementation of the CAP on the Tariffs and NTMs issues area since the Singapore CTI meeting in October 1997 and highlighted the key elements of the 1998 proposed work programme to progress work in these areas. 

Tariff Measures

5.
The APEC Secretariat provided an update on the status of the APEC Tariff Database (TDB).  The Group noted that the MAG would not address the on-going management and updating of the existing TDB which is under the purview of the Sub-committee on Customs Procedures (SCCP).   Instead, the MAG would oversee the proposed enhancement and rationalisation of APEC’s tariff and trade data.  Nonetheless, MAG would liaise with SCCP to review the suggested enhancements outlined in the Secretariat Reports on TDB to the SCCP Meeting to be held in Penang, Malaysia and to the TDB Task Force in Banff, Canada (October 15, 1997).  Members would also see how they would respectively implement the suggested enhancements especially in respect of the suggestions relating to each economy’s data in the TDB.  In respect of downloadability of each economy’s tariff data, the MAG noted that the copyright of tariff data rests with each economy.   The MAG would discuss this at its next meeting.

6.
The Chair’s Discussion Paper on the WTO Integrated Database (IDB) and TDB was presented.  (See Annex 3).  The Group noted that while the TDB could  be retained for the business community, it would be useful to have an expanded database comprising data elements such as those contained in the IDB for trade policy analysis purposes.  It was noted that the WTO IDB would meet this purpose.  In this regard, the Group agreed that as an initial step, APEC could consider how to collaborate with the WTO Secretariat so that there could only be one submission of data to meet the requirements for WTO and APEC.  To achieve this objective, the Chair would follow up with the WTO Secretariat to explore the possibility of it conducting a seminar to educate APEC members on the IDB system and its technical requirements.

Non-tariff Measures
7.
The Group considered the paper, “Proposed Framework for Progressing Work on Non-Tariff Measures” (See Annex 4) and agreed that the priority would be to put together information on NTMs as required under the CAP. 

8.
The Group agreed that the Chair would distribute the collated third-party sourced information as in paragraph 2 of the paper to the respective economies for their verification and enhancement.  Changes, where appropriate, should be submitted to the Chair by 31 March 98.   It was also agreed that Members would submit information according to the suggested formats in Annex 3 of the paper.  Members would also consider adding an additional column on contact points, if appropriate.  The information would be submitted to the Chair by 30 April 98.  The meeting agreed that the collation of information regarding NTMs should also be practical but at the same time aim at maximum specificity.  In view of the above and the review of databases being done by BAC, at its forthcoming meeting, it agreed to defer discussion of the Secretariat Paper on “Options for the Proposed APEC Database on NTMs” as in Annex 5.

Review the Progress of Tariff/NTM TILF Project:  Information Resource Study on Voluntary Liberalisation

9.
PECC presented a progress report on the study including a presentation on a PC-based system, called AIMs (APEC Impediments Measurement System) to assess the effects of alternative liberalisation scenarios.  The meeting noted that the accuracy of results from AIMs is dependent on the reliability of the data inputs used.  As such, members were requested to verify and update, where appropriate, the information in the UNCTAD TRAINS Database by the 31 March 98.  (The Chair has subsequently checked that this is a PC-based CD-ROM system.  Members are asked to provide updates in diskette to the Chair by 31 March 98.)

10.
The Meeting noted that the PECC would prepare a paper outlining the policy considerations and thinking behind the AIMs to the Chair by 31 March 98 for circulation to members before the next Meeting of the Group.

Other Matters
Classification of Documents

11.
The Meeting agreed that the Annotated Agenda and the Terms of Reference for the MAG at Annexes 1 and 2, respectively would become public at the end of the Meeting.

Next Meeting
12.
The Group agreed to hold its next meeting back-to-back with the CTI meeting in Kuching in June 98.
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Action Checklist

	Reference
	Action
	Deadline

	Para 8
	MAG Chair to distribute the collated third-party sourced information on NTMs to respective economies for their verification and enhancement.
	First week of March

	Para 8
	Members to provide amendments or changes on the collated third-party sourced information to MAG Chair. 
	Tuesday, 31 March

	Para 9
	Members to provide updates on the information in the UNCTAD TRAINS Database of their respective economies, in diskette to the MAG Chair. 
	Tuesday, 31 March

	Para 9
	PECC to submit paper outlining policy considerations and thinking behind the APEC Impediments Measurement System (AIMs) to MAG Chair.
	Tuesday, 31 March

	Para 8
	Members to provide information according to the suggested formats for exchanging information on NTMs and where appropriate, include an additional column on contact points. 
	Thursday, 30 April

	Para 9
	MAG Chair to circulate PECC paper on AIMs to Members.
	Before Next Meeting in June

	Para 5
	MAG Chair to liaise with SCCP Chair to review the suggested enhancements on the Tariff Database (TDB) as outlined in the Secretariat Reports. Members to see how they would respectively implement the suggested enhancements in the TDB.
	Next Meeting in June

	Para 6
	MAG Chair to explore with WTO Secretariat on the possibility of it conducting a seminar for APEC economies on the IDB system and its technical requirements.
	Next Meeting in June
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