Committee on Trade and Investment

Summary Record of Second Meeting of the 

Market Access Group (MAG)

Kuching, 15 June 1998


The second meeting for 1998 of the Market Access Group (MAG) was held in Kuching on 15 June 1998.  The meeting was chaired by Ms Ng Kim Neo from Singapore.  15 APEC member economies and the APEC Secretariat were represented.  Representatives from 2 Members-designate, namely Peru and Vietnam attended the meeting.   The PECC and South Pacific Forum were also present as observers.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2. The Group adopted the annotated agenda as amended.  (See Annex 1).

ADOPTION OF SUMMARY RECORD FOR MEETING IN PENANG,

21 FEBRUARY 1998

3. The Group adopted the Summary Record of the First Meeting of the Market Access Group (MAG), Penang, 21 February 1998.

4. The Meeting noted that the matters arising from the Record of the last Meeting would be taken up under the respective agenda item below.

REPORTS TO COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT (CTI)

5. The Meeting agreed and endorsed the Convenor’s Report, Progress Report, including 1998 TILF deliverables for submission to the CTI Meeting in Kuching.  (see Annexes 2 and 3).

IMPLEMENTATION OF COLLECTIVE ACTION PLANS ON TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES

Tariffs

Assessment of the IDB Seminar

6. The Meeting noted that a Seminar on the WTO Integrated Database was held on 14 June 1998 in Kuching, Malaysia.  It was conducted by two WTO officials, Ms Julia de Verteuil, Chief of the Systems Development and Production Section, Statistics and Information Systems Division (SISD) and Ms Mariana Gagliardi, Chief of Integrated Database Section, SISD.  Representatives from 12 APEC member economies and the APEC Secretariat attended the seminar.  A Report on the Seminar appears as Annex 4.

7. The Meeting agreed that the data elements in the WTO IDB coincide with what APEC members would need for trade policy analysis.  Given the complementarity of objectives with WTO, the Meeting agreed that it would be useful for APEC members to make one submission of data to meet both APEC needs and WTO obligations.   The Meeting agreed to explore with the WTO, the possibility of having an Internet mirror site of the IDB in the APEC Secretariat Homepage.  It would therefore not be necessary for APEC to spend resources on developing and duplicating the same data as in the WTO IDB.  Linking to the WTO IDB would also mean a more effective, efficient, cost-effective and faster means to implement this project, as the WTO IDB was already available.

8. The Meeting also noted that the WTO Secretariat is also awaiting updates from members. A copy of the status of statistical updates to WTO Secretariat is at Annex 5. APEC members were urged to review the list and update the data with the WTO Secretariat.

User’s Comments on the APEC Tariff Database (TDB)

9. The Meeting noted the discussion paper which appears as Annex 6.

10. The APEC Secretariat briefed the meeting on the status of TDB and the suggested improvements received from users.  After extensive discussion, the Meeting agreed that the TDB is useful for businesses.  However, its effectiveness and relevance to business also mean that the TDB must be continuously updated.   It was also noted that the TDB users had requested a number of general and specific enhancements relating to customs-related matters.  The Meeting agreed that it might be difficult to respond methodically to the full range of requested enhancements.  The next best alternative would be for all members to provide either the details of the relevant contact points for enquiry on customs-related matters, or internet addresses that linked to the customs web site.  Users can then contact these agencies directly for any information which may not be available in the TDB.  In this connection, the meeting agreed to provide the APEC Secretariat by 31 July 1998 with the details (name of relevant department, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail addresses) so that the Secretariat can forward them to FedEx for inclusion into the TDB.

11. The Meeting noted that APEC members have agreed to provide updates to FedEx twice a year.   The Chair noted updates have yet to be done and reminded members to update their respective data to the latest available. The Meeting also agreed that members would provide the contact details of the relevant agencies to the APEC Secretariat and the Secretariat would forward the information to FedEx for incorporation in the TDB.

Non-Tariff Measures
Compile list of NTMs and products that are affected by those impediments

12. Although it was agreed at the last meeting in Penang that member economies were to verify and update the information as compiled from third party sources, the Meeting noted that only 5 economies have submitted their inputs to the Chair.  The Chair impressed on the Meeting the importance of submitting the required information on NTMs based on the agreed format to meet the CAP of the MAG.  The Chair stressed that the exercise was to help in enhancing greater transparency and also provide information which is relevant to businesses.

13. The Meeting agreed that those members who have yet provided the information are to submit their data to the Chair by 31 July 1998.   

Examine if information on NTMs can be made available on electronic platforms

14. The Meeting agreed that the first priority of the Group was to complete its task to compile information on NTMs to meet its CAP obligations. The meeting noted that since the information has yet to be provided by a number of member economies, the issue of establishing a database on NTMs should be deferred.  Hence, the meeting agreed to defer discussions on the Secretariat’s paper on “Options for the Proposed Database on NTMs” till further notice.

REVIEW THE PROGRESS OF TARIFF/NTM TILF PROJECT:  INFORMATION RESOURCE STUDY ON VOLUNTARY LIBERALISATION

15. PECC presented a background paper on the APEC Impediments Measurement System (AIMs) which it developed to assist in its assessment of the selection of sectors for liberalisation and their economic impact on APEC economies. (See Annex 7).   It also presented a report on the preliminary results of the Information Resource Study on Voluntary Liberalisation (See Annex 8).  Members were requested to review the papers as well as to verify and update the information used and provide the inputs to the Chair by 14 August 1998. The PECC would then update their study in advance of the November Ministerial Meeting.
OTHER MATTERS

Documents Access

16. The meeting agreed that the following documents would be made public at the end of the meeting: 

a)
Annotated Agenda

b) Summary Record of First Meeting of the MAG, Penang, 21 February 1998

c)
User’s Feedback on the APEC Tariff Database (TDB)

All other documents would be restricted as they are working policy reports.

Next Meeting

17. It was agreed that the MAG will not meet at the fringes of SOM III in Kuantan.  Approval of further reports to CTI/Ministers will be dealt with via correspondence.
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