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I.
OPENING STATEMENT AND WELCOME
1.
Mexico hosted the Thirteenth Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) in Mexico City, April 20-24, 1998.  The Meeting’s Program included two days of Expert’s and Sub-Group meetings as well as the meetings of the three Steering Committees. The plenary session which was chaired by the Deputy Lead Shepherd, was held on Thursday, April 23 and the meeting concluded Friday with a cultural tour.

2.
Also, Mexico hosted the International Vehicle Standards Harmonization Seminar on April 21, 1998, which was attended by close to one hundred (100) delegates from the APEC member economies. The Seminar provided an excellent opportunity to raise awareness among APEC members of standards harmonization activities in the automotive sector and the mandate of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Working Party on Transport. 

3.
At the 13th TPT-WG, 150 participants from 17 member economies (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; the Republic of the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States of America)  were in attendance.  One representative from the APEC Secretariat also attended the meeting. Two of the three new Members-Designate, Peru and Vietnam, were also represented.  A complete list of participants appears in Document TPT/WG13/PLEN/INF.1/FINAL.

4.
Opening remarks were made by Undersecretary Aaron Dychter of the Mexican Secretariat of Communications and Transport, on behalf of the host Economy (TPT/13/PLEN/1). In welcoming delegates to Mexico City, Undersecretary Dychter emphasized that, in order to achieve our goals, we have to continue the hard work in areas such as promotion of a more competitive transportation industry, safe and environment-friendly transportation systems and human resources development. In concluding his remarks he welcomed the participation of new Members-Designate Peru and Vietnam in the TPT-WG’s Mexico Meeting.
 II.
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA
5.
The agenda (TPT/WG13/PLEN/2) was adopted without amendment. 

III.
SHEPHERDS’ REPORT
6.
A draft Shepherds’ Report (TPT/WG13/PLEN/3) was submitted to the Plenary and approved.  

IV.
SECRETARIAT REPORT BY DIRECTOR (PROGRAM)
7.
Mr. José Barojas, Director (Program) at the APEC Secretariat provided a report (TPT/WG13/PLEN/4) on major developments since 12th TPT-WG and tabled a number of documents of interest namely the reports of the SOM I and Joint Fora meetings held in Penang, Malaysia on February 16-17 and February 22-23, 1998, respectively. Mr. Barojas made reference to the establishment of the SOM Subcommittee for Economic and 
Technical Cooperation.  Of particular relevance for the TPT-WG were the decisions of SOM to establish a Task Force on Electronic Commerce and to prepare a report on a framework to coordinate existing emergency preparedness initiatives in APEC.  Mr. Barojas also drew attention to decisions arising out of the March 24-25, 1998 meeting of the Budget and Administrative Committee, in particular to the need for all APEC Fora to set up a small group (two/three economies) to receive the overseers’ reports and assess the outcome of the projects. TPT-WG decided that the establishment of the Steering Committee structure complied with that requirement.

V. TPT MANAGEMENT MATTERS

V.1
Report from Shepherds/Heads of Delegation/Steering Committee Coordinators Meeting 
8.
The Working Group noted the Report (TPT/WG13/PLEN/5.1) from the Shepherds/Heads of Delegation/Steering Committee Coordinators meetings of April 20th and 22nd and endorsed a number of conclusions reached with respect to Expert Groups meetings namely that: 

· an attempt should be made to schedule related Experts Group meetings in a sequential rather than a parallel manner to facilitate the participation of all economies;

· careful consideration should be given to the length of time required for such meetings and an effort made to shorten them where possible; and

· an attempt should be made to undertake as much work as possible inter-sessionally in order to reduce the amount of time needed for these meetings at TPT-WG meetings.

9. The Plenary approved a minor amendment to the Steering Committees’ Terms of Reference (TORs) by adding the clause “from their own economy” to the penultimate sentence of the Composition section of the TORs which would read as follows:

“Economies that lead TPT projects are free to choose whomever they would like from their own economy to participate in the steering committee.”

10. The Chair commended the APEC Secretariat Programme Director for having prepared and made available the TPT-WG Guidebook and noted that this would be a very useful tool for new Members-Designate as well as for all economies.

11. It was agreed that the following documents should be added to the draft Guidebook:

· the final version of the Chair Report of the 12th TPT-WG meeting;

· the new version of the Terms of Reference for the Steering Committees;

· the latest version of the TILF/ECOTECH matrices as well as the TPT-WG  Action Programme;

· the BAC funding procedure;

· a short paper describing the new TPT-WG meeting document numbering    system;  and,

· the 1995 Transportation Ministerial Statement

· a listing of completed projects.

12. It was also agreed that any further suggestions with respect to additional documentation or other technical corrections should be communicated to the Deputy Lead Shepherd for consolidation and transmission to the Program Director.  It was further noted that final Guidebook should be provided in loose leaf format at the TPT-WG14th to facilitate changes.

13. The TPT-WG noted the APEC Program Director’s request that all 13th TPT-WG documents be provided to the APEC Secretariat in electronic format in support of SOM’s new policy to make all final documents of APEC fora available to the public.  The 13th TPT-WG decided that all TPT working documents would be available to the public.   It was agreed that all HODs provide the Mexican TPT-WG organizers with electronic versions of all their documents for this meeting, to the extent possible.  

14. It was agreed that all economies should bear this requirement in mind in preparing their documentation for the 14th TPT-WG in Korea.

VI.  REPORT FROM STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCUTURE) 

15. Korea, the Coordinator of the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure) submitted a report (Attached: TPT/13/Plen/6/SC/CT and TPT/13/Plen/6/SC/CT/ADD) summarizing discussions held on April 22 which addressed the status and next steps of ongoing projects as well as consideration of new projects. There were no outstanding or management issues.  The Chair noted that Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry should be commended for the work accomplished and, in particular for achieving consensus on difficult issues relating to both the Maritime Initiative and Air Services.  The Committee’s report was approved by the Plenary as tabled.  

16. The Plenary noted the discussion which followed the Coordinator’s verbal report concerning the Privatization and Corporatization of Infrastructure project (Indonesia).  It was confirmed by both the Coordinator and the Lead Economy that the Privatization and Corporatization project (including the production of a best practices manual) was being terminated given the numerous other sources for obtaining information on this subject.  

17. It was also confirmed that the self-funded projects not specifically mentioned in the report but considered and endorsed by the Committee, were approved and should be noted in the Chair´s Report. 

18. With respect to the issue of a TPT-WG web site, it was noted by the Plenary that the development of a web site was addressed by all Committees.  Australia, which has undertaken the development of a TPT-WG web site as a component of the TPT-WG contribution to the SOM Electronic Commerce Task Force work plan, informed the Plenary of the creation of a small group for the development of the TPT-WG web site. Australia, Canada, United States, Chile, Japan, Korea and Indonesia have indicated their willingness to participate in this group and other member economies are invited to participate in this group.  Interested economies should advise Australia accordingly.  As part of this discussion, the United States informed the Plenary of the potential availability of BAC funding not expended for the Transportation Systems and Services Survey Project which was re-programmed to develop a TPT home page.  The APEC Secretariat could verify the availability of those unexpended funds for this project, otherwise it was agreed that Australia would proceed with the web site development project on a self-funded basis.

VII.  REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (INCLUDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES) 
19. The United States, the coordinator of the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including new Technologies) submitted a written report (Attached:TPT/13/PLEN/7/SC/SE) to the Plenary Session and provided a verbal summary which highlighted progress in on-going projects and support for three new projects.  She also brought to the TPT-WG’s attention the need for a ministerial policy statement on the protection of the Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) spectrum band.  The Coordinator also brought to the attention of the Plenary the need for a number of projects in the Safe and Environment- Friendly Transportation Systems Committee that would require close coordination with the Human Resources Development Committee.  The Chair commended the Coordinator and Committee for an impressive array of activity and planned outcomes.  The Committee’s report was approved as tabled.

VIII.  
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING TRAINING, RESEARCH, EDUCATION)

20. Australia, the coordinator of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including, Training, Research, Education), submitted a report (Attached: TPT/13/PLEN/8/SC/HRD) at the Plenary Session. 

21. The HRD Steering Committee’s Report was endorsed by the Plenary.  It was noted that since no economy has come forward with a project on youth participation in the transport sector, this item would be removed from the TPT-WG work program but the Steering Committee would confirm the maintenance of a watching brief on the issue.  The Chair complimented the Co-ordinator and the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development for setting out an interesting work programme and clear objectives.

IX.
FUNDING OF NEW TPT PROJECTS

22. The Working Group had a total of 5 new project funding proposals for consideration.  It was agreed that all the projects would be submitted to the Budget and Administration Committee for funding consideration.

23. The 5 projects were ranked by HODs in order of priority as follows: 

1. APEC Ports Data Project (US$20,000)

2. Extension of an Electronic Commerce Messaging Project (US$70,000)

3. Road Transportation Harmonization Project (Phase V) (US$50,000)

4. Safer Shipping in the Asia-Pacific Region (US$77,500)

5. Transportation Shipping and Integration Planning: TSHIP (US$40,000)

24. The Working Group also approved the following 7 self-funded projects :

· Women’s participation in the transportation sector (Canada)

· TPT-WG web site to be developed and trialed for the 14th TPT-WG (Australia)

· Rail Corridor Efficiency Improvement between the port of Laem Chabang and the inland container distribution facility at Lat Krabang.

Document # TPT/13/CT/4.2 (United States)

· Meeting Challenges of the Congestion Points Study as demonstrated by Global Transparks Facilities in the U.S., Thailand and the Philippines.

 Document # TPT/13/CT/4.2 (United States)

· Intermodal Transportation Symposium Document TPT/13/CT/4.2B (United States)

· Development of a survey which will follow up on the recommendations of the TPT-WG Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Assistance regarding aviation safety in all APEC economies. (United States and Canada)

· Development of a Survey of Action taken by APEC economies to resolve the Year 2000 problem in air traffic control and airport systems. (Singapore)

X.  
TABLING OF REPORTS BY MEMBER ECONOMIES

25. Reports were received from several member economies including New Zealand, Mexico, China, Chinese Taipei, Republic of Korea, Canada, Philippines, Australia, Indonesia, Japan and Chile.

XI.
OTHER ISSUES

26. No other issues were raised.

XII.
14TH TPT-WG MEETING AND VENUE/FUTURE MEETINGS
27. It was confirmed that the 14th TPT-WG will be held in Seoul, Korea October 19-23, 1998 following the 5th ITS World Congress on October 12-16,1998.  Korea is looking forward to hosting the 14th TPT-WG and would appreciate receiving support from all economies.

28. The TPT-WG agreed to hold its 15th meeting in Santiago, Chile (tentatively April 1999).

29. The Deputy Lead Shepherd encouraged those economies that have not done so already to consider the possibility of hosting a future TPT-WG meeting.  To date the following economies have hosted TPT-WG meetings:  United States 1991, Philippines 1992, Japan 1992, United States 1993, Indonesia 1994, New Zealand 1994, China 1995, Australia 1995, Canada 1996, Thailand 1996, United States 1997, Chinese Taipei 1997 and Mexico 1998.

30. The Deputy Lead Shepherd drew the attention of the TPT-WG to an application for guest status in the APEC Transportation Working Groups activities by the Pacific Region Airports Council International.  It was agreed to defer consideration of this application until the TPT-WG’s 14th meeting.  In the meantime those economies who wish to do so could convey their views to the Shepherds.

