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1. Introduction

The Group on Services (GOS) is an informal subgroup of the CTI mandated by the Committee to address the TILF tasks in the area of services contained in the Osaka Action Agenda and in directions from Leaders, Ministers, SOM and CTI. GOS has held seven meetings since 1997, with its last meeting of 1998 being in Kuantan, Malaysia on 8 September. The bulk of its meetings have been devoted to information gathering and analysis, experience sharing and transparency. The implementation of the Services CAP, containing the aforementioned elements, other than Energy, Telecommunications, Tourism and Transportation, commenced during 1998, and was enhanced to reflect the progress of these items. The CTI Chair, Ambassador Edsel Custodio, chaired the GOS meeting held on 4 February 1999. Although Chinese Taipei offered to replace Chile as the Convenor of GOS, member economies preferred to consult before formally backing Chinese Taipei’s bid.

2. Proposed Work Plans 1999

*
PECC will further analyze and compare all existing services trade arrangements within APEC

· An agreement made for the undertaking of a Questionnaire on the requirements for the provision of three priority professional services will be compiled and completed by first semester 1999.

· Member economies will continue to share experiences on the identification of what a free and open trade in the service sector means.

· The APEC Secretariat shall compile and distribute the extracted services’ information obtained from the individual member economies’ CAPs.
· PRC to prepare to hold Training Program on Data Collection on Trade in Services to be held in 2000.
· Building upon work in APEC and other international for a, disseminate research and analysis on services trade liberalization.
· GOS will continue to take forward ongoing/outstanding actions in its CAP.

· GOS will consider ways to respond to the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) recommendations that APEC should formulate Collective Action Plans addressing major issues concerning trade in services that apply across all service industries.
· A document titled “The IAP Summary on Services” will continue to be updated               according to the annual revisions of IAPs, for analysis and use as a reference and a basis for discussions.

3. Anticipated Activities and/or Proposed Work Plan with Private/Business Sector

The collective actions of GOS enhance greater transparency in APEC services regimes, promote services liberalization and provide ease of reference for the provision of services by the private sector. The activities of GOS provide a unique opportunity for public sector officials and private/business sector of APEC member economies to voluntarily exchange views on various trade in services issues.

4. Expected Outcomes/Deliverables

· Where possible and appropriate, contribute to the WTO’s work on services.

· Study and carry out work concerning the development and adoption of common professional standards, in conjunction with professional accreditation bodies and needed legislative measures.

· Improve the understanding of the impact of liberalization of services.

· Identification of measures affecting trade in all service sectors.

5. Decision Points Needed from CTI

*     New mandates and guidance for GOS
