COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE

MARKET ACCESS GROUP (MAG)

7 AUGUST 1999, ROTORUA, NEW ZEALAND


The fourth Meeting of the Market Access Group (MAG) was held on 7 August 1999 in Rotorua, New Zealand.  The Meeting was chaired by Ms Ng Kim Neo from Singapore.  19 APEC member economies and the APEC Secretariat were represented
.  The APEC Secretariat was present to assist the Meeting.  The PECC representative and the Federal Express representative attended as observers. The list of attendees is attached as Annex 1. 

Adoption of Agenda

2.
The Group adopted the annotated agenda (Annex 2). 

ADOPTION OF THE SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 3RD MEETING OF THE MAG, WELLINGTON, 3 FEBRUARY 1999

3.
The Group adopted the Summary Record of the 3rd Meeting of the MAG, Wellington, 3 February 1999 (Annex 3).

IMPLEMENTATION OF COLLECTIVE ACTION PLANS ON TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES

Tariffs

APEC Tariff Database

4.
The MAG Chair informed members that the Federal Express had agreed to continue as the tariff database manager and host the server for the APEC Tariff Database (TDB).  The FedEx representative, Ms Linda Brigance, briefed the Meeting on the status of information in the TDB.  She urged members to update their relevant information in order to ensure the TDB’s continued relevance to the business community.  To facilitate the process of updating the information, the FedEx would be automating the process.  The server would also be moved to Singapore from its present location in the United States.  

5.
The Chair thanked Ms Brigance for taking time to come and brief the Meeting.  Following her departure, the Meeting considered the APEC Secretariat’s Report on the TDB (Annex 4).  The APEC Secretariat representative highlighted the problems encountered by users, and the suggested improvements to TDB.  The APEC Secretariat’s report also reflected the status of details provided by member economies on the relevant contact points and internet addresses linked to the customs web site.  The MAG Chair urged the Meeting to provide these details to the Secretariat by 31 August 1999 as such information in the website would allow users to contact the relevant agencies directly. 

6.
The Meeting noted SCCP’s decision to provide updates of information in the TDB to FedEx twice a year.  In response to a query that data for some economies have been provided but the website information was not updated, the APEC Secretariat informed that data would be uploaded to the production server for public access only after members have confirmed them.  The APEC Secretariat urged members to promptly review their respective data currently in the review server so that they could be uploaded quickly for public access.  To assist members, MAG Chair in cooperation with the APEC Secretariat would prepare an outline of the steps required (from the collection of data to uploading to production server ready for public access), and circulate this to MAG contacts by 31 August 1999.   

Proposed Internet Mirror Site of the WTO Integrated Database

7.
The Meeting considered MAG Chair’s paper on the Proposed Internet Mirror Site of the WTO Integrated Database (IDB) (Annex 5).  The MAG Chair noted that the developments in the WTO with regards to the IDB, and the availability of information in sources such as the UNCTAD Trains would mean that APEC had little to gain from pursuing this initiative.  The Meeting agreed to reverse MAG’s earlier decision on the Mirror Site of the WTO IDB, and not to pursue this initiative further, subject to re-confirmation with the WTO Secretariat that access to the whole IDB was conditional that the respective member also contributed to the IDB, although the APEC member was yet to be a WTO contracting party.
8.
The MAG Chair sought members’ views on the possibility of conducting a seminar for APEC members on the WTO IDB.  The seminar, to be conducted by the WTO Secretariat, would train members to input and update data, download data, manipulate data, etc.  A similar seminar was conducted by the WTO Secretariat for ASEAN members in Phuket, Thailand on 14-18 June 1999.  Members were requested to provide their views on this seminar to the MAG Chair by 30 September 1999.  MAG would also need to consider possible cost implications.  

Non-Tariff Measures

Compile lists of NTMs and products that are affected by those impediments 

9.
It was agreed at the last three meetings that members were to (i) verify and update the information collated from third-party sources, and (ii) submit NTMs information in accordance with the agreed formats.  However, to date, only 7 economies have verified and updated the information from third-party sources, and 8 economies have submitted NTMs information.  The MAG Chair reiterated that the exercise was to promote greater transparency and to provide businesses with relevant information on these measures and procedures applied in member economies.  The MAG Chair urged those members who have yet to provide the information to do so by 30 September 1999.  

10.
The Meeting considered New Zealand’s suggestion that MAG undertook the general coordination role for collating the NTM element of the EVSL sectors, once the identification process was completed.  Members were generally receptive.  This issue would be discussed further at the EVSL Coordinators’ Meeting with the SOM and CTI Chairs on 10 August 1999.  

Examine if information on NTMs can be made available on electronic platforms

11.
To progress work on NTMs, the Meeting considered US’ suggestion on compiling information on NTM websites.  A web page could be established in the APEC Secretariat Home Page that hyper links to the various NTM websites.  The US had already provided a list of NTM websites.  MAG Chair urged all other economies to provide a list of existing website addresses on possible NTMs applied in their respective economies.  To facilitate this process, the MAG Chair will re-circulate by 16 August 1999 the UNCTAD Coding System of Trade Control Measures for members’ reference.  The list of websites could be under each of these respective categories.

12.
The Meeting noted that the listing of websites would solve the problem of frequent updating of NTM information.  The Meeting also noted member economies’ concerns on the unavailability of relevant websites, and the difficulties of converting information in existing websites into English.  The MAG Chair advised member economies to submit an initial list of exiting websites (by 31 August 1999), and continue to update the list as new websites were developed.  The MAG would be reporting the NTM web page as a deliverable for 1999.  

REVIEW THE PROGRESS OF TARIFF/NTM TILF PROJECT: INFORMATION RESOURCE STUDY ON VOLUNTARY LIBERALISATION

13.
PECC circulated an Executive Summary of the Information Resource Study on Voluntary Liberalisation (Annex 6).  Member economies expressed general unhappiness with the conduct as well as the contents of the PECC’s Study.  Members were disappointed that the PECC had not responded to a number of suggestions/queries made during the MAG Meetings, as well as written comments provided to the Consultants.  In addition, MAG was informed by the PECC representative that two sections on businesses’ views on EVSLs were still outstanding. 

14.
The MAG noted that the PECC Study had not taken into consideration the decisions of Leaders/Ministers in Vancouver and in Kuala Lumpur.  The progress of the Study had also been behind schedule.  Hence, MAG agreed that the PECC Study should not be published as yet.  Member economies would consider the Study in greater detail to evaluate that the Report met the tasks and deliverables set out in the PECC’s contract with the APEC Secretariat.  A xeroxed copy of the Report (Annex 7) which was just delivered to the MAG Chair the previous evening would be circulated to all MAG members as well as copies of the terms of reference of the contract referred to above.  MAG members would then revert to the MAG Chair with their comments which would be consolidated.  This would form the evaluation report to the BMC, reflecting the status and feedback from member economies. 

15
The Meeting further agreed that the Report was not of a standard to be published in hard copy as an APEC document.  There was also agreement that the payment for the balance of the cost to the Consultant should also be held back pending the outcome of MAG members’ evaluation of the Report.

OTHER MATTERS

1999 Collective Action Plans

16.
Members considered the draft 1999 Collective Action Plans (Annex 8).  The new CAPs suggested by Hong Kong, China, and New Zealand were as follows:

(a)
To contribute positively to any future WTO tariff negotiations.

(b)
To contribute positively to any future WTO negotiations on reduction and elimination of NTMs.

(c)
To undertake the task of a coordinator to track the implementation of the results of the NTM study under the various EVSL sectors.

(d)
To add the element of reduction of NTMs as a CAP as mandated in the OAA.

17.
The suggested new CAPs (a), (b), and (d) will be further considered at the next MAG Meeting.  (c) will be discussed at the EVSL Coordinators’ Meeting with the SOM and CTI Chairs on 10 August 1999.  

Convenor’s Summary Report to the CTI

18.
The Meeting also considered the draft Convenor’s Summary Report to CTI (Annex 9).  MAG Chair update this based on the discussions and decisions reached.  The revised draft Convenor’s Summary Report would be circulated for comments by 8 August 1999 so that it could be finalised for the CTI meeting on 9 August 1999. 

Any Other Issues

19.
The MAG Chair informed the Meeting that Singapore had chaired the MAG for two years, and that members may wish to consider volunteering to take over the chairmanship.  She suggested that member economies give careful consideration to the nomination and selection of a new Chair.  MAG Chair will be raising this issue at the CTI Meeting on 9-10 August 1999.    

Document Access

20.
The Meeting agreed that the following documents would be made public at the end of the meeting:

(a) Summary Record of the Third Meeting of the Market Access Group, Wellington, New Zealand, 3 February 1999;

(b) Report on the APEC Tariff Database by APEC Secretariat;

(c) Finalised 1999 Collective Action Plans; and

(d) Finalised Convenor’s 1999 Summary Report on Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures.

All other documents would be restricted as they are working policy reports.

Next Meeting

21.
The 5th Meeting of the MAG would be convened in February 2000 at the fringes of SOM I in Brunei Darussalam.   
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Action Checklist

	Reference
	Action
	Deadline

	Paragraph 5
	Members to provide contact details and website address to the APEC Secretariat. 
	31 August 1999

	Paragraph 6
	Members to provide updates of information in the TDB through APEC Secretariat to FedEx. 
	Biannually

	Paragraph 6
	MAG Chair in cooperation with the APEC Secretariat to prepare an outline of the steps required to upload data onto TDB.
	31 August 1999

	Paragraph 8
	Members to provide views on the possibility of conducting a seminar for APEC members on the WTO IDB. 
	30 September 1999

	Paragraph 9
	Members to verify and update the information from third-party sources, and submit NTMs information.  
	30 September 1999

	Paragraph 11
	MAG Chair to re-circulate the UNCTAD Coding System of Trade Control Measures for members’ reference.  
	16 August 1999

	Paragraph 12
	Members to provide a list of existing website addresses on possible NTMs applied in their respective economies. 
	31 August 1999

	Paragraph 14
	Members to evaluate PECC’s Information Resource Study on Voluntary Liberalisation and feedback to the MAG Chair.  MAG Chair to prepare evaluation report to BMC.  
	-

	Paragraph 17
	Members to provide comments on the draft 1999 Collective Action Plans.
	8 August 1999

	Paragraph 18
	Members to provide comments on the draft Convenor’s Summary Report to CTI. 
	8 August 1999


� PNG and Russia were not represented at the 4th MAG Meeting.
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