Report of the Third Meeting of the 

APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC)

Rotorua, New Zealand
7-8 August 1999

The 3rd SCSC meeting for 1999 was held on 7-8 August 1999 in Rotorua, New Zealand.  The meeting was attended by representatives from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; The People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; The Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Peru; The Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Viet Nam.  The APEC Secretariat also attended.  Representatives from the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) were also in attendance.

Ms Vivien Liu, WTO TBT Secretariat, Dr Ryoiku Togei, IEC Vice-President and representatives from the Information Technology Industry Council were present as guests.

The meeting was chaired by Mr Graham Boxall, Ministry of Commerce, New Zealand.

The meeting considered the following documents:

( Report of Second Meeting of SCSC Christchurch May 1999

( SCSC Contacts List

( SCSC Chair's Opening Remarks

( Annotated Agenda

( Report on Developments Since the 2nd SCSC

( 1999 SCSC Collective Action Plan

( Comments on 1999 SCSC Collective Action Plan (Australia)

( Updated VAP Report Format (Japan)

( Identification of Additional Areas for Alignment of Member Economy Standards with International Standards (Malaysia)

( Revised Draft Guide to Good Regulatory Practice (Australia)

( Co-ordinating Regional Input into International Standards – Ad Hoc Technical Groups (Australia)

( Technical Group 3 - Timber Standards Report (NZ)

( Report of Adhoc Experts Group on Electrical and Electronic Products MRA (APEC Electrical MRA)

( APEC Electrical MRA - Text

( APEC Electrical MRA – Implementation Guide

( Terms of Reference for the APEC Electrical MRA Joint Advisory Committee 

( APEC Secretariat listing of member economies (Arrangement for Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, Arrangement for Exchange of Information on Food Recalls and APEC Food MRA)

( Arrangements for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety (NZ)

( Reports from the five Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs)

( Report on discussion with Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs)

( Report on Project Proposals Approved by APEC BMC (Philippines)

( Progress Report on Project CTI 01/99 (Experts Trainers Workshop on International Quality Assurance Systems for SME Competitiveness

( US Report on Attendance at NCSL Conference – Overview of Development of Technical Infrastructure in Asia-Pacific Region; Work of APEC SCSC & SRBs.

( Third Conference on Standards & Conformance (Brunei Darussalam)

( SCSC Chair's Letter re Review of Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program

( WTO TBT Secretariat Briefing on Progress of Triennial Review under TBT Agreement

( EC/SCSC Dialogue - SCSC Chair's Letter to Japan Chemical Industry Association

( Japanese Industrial Standards Letter to SCSC Chair re PASC & CEN/CENELEC

( CEN/CENELEC Website Information

( Other APEC Fora’s Projects Relating to SCSC Activities

( ITI Proposal on Supplier's Declaration of Conformity

( ITI Council Working Breakfast Agenda

( Exchange Between SCSC Chair and IEC Vice-President Regarding Possible Linkages Between the Two Organizations

( Results of Intersessional Approval and Ranking of CTI Budget Proposals for July BMC

( Preparations for the 1999 Ministerial Conference - Proposal on the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade - Communication from Japan

1.
Opening

The Chair welcomed all the member economies to the 3rd meeting of the SCSC for 1999.

2.
Adoption of the Agenda

The meeting noted that agenda item 6 would be re-titled in light of the decision of the SCSC at its last meeting.  The agenda, as amended, was adopted.

3.
Business Arrangements

The Chair gave a brief description of the secretariat assistance available to all delegates.  Mr Guy Wilmington from Australia was elected to undertake a coordinating role in the drafting of the report of the meeting.

4.
Report on the Developments since the 2nd SCSC

The Chair presented a report on the outcomes of the 2nd CTI meeting held in Christchurch, New Zealand, on 1-2 May 1999 and reported on activities undertaken since the 2nd SCSC.

5.
Alignment with International Standards

a)
Review Process for Alignment Work

Japan reported that the request for 1999 VAP information and its input format had been issued by e-mail on 13 May 1999 with an optional format on 22 July 1999.  Inputs had been received from five economies.  Other economies, which had not provided the information, were requested to do so by the final deadline of 31 August 1999.  It was also mentioned that the information provided to Japan would be uploaded to the APEC/SCSC homepage.

The SCSC was reminded of the decision from the Christchurch meeting that the year 2000 review would be carried out using a new VAP format which contains two additional columns to the 1999 VAP format (i.e. year 2000 column and 2005 column).  This format will be provided by Japan before the first SCSC meeting in the year 2000.

Member economies were reminded of earlier discussions to concentrate on existing priority areas rather than adding additional priority areas to the current list.

b) Additional Priority Areas for Alignment

The SCSC welcomed Malaysia’s proposal on additional priority areas related to standards and guides on conformity assessment, and management systems.  Noting that the SCSC already had an active alignment program, member economies requested that a survey be conducted to ascertain the current level of adoption and/or use, as member economies’ voluntary standards or guides, of the guides and standards identified in Malaysia’s proposal.  The meeting requested Malaysia, with the cooperation of the Pacific Area Standards Congress and in consultation with Japan, to develop a survey proposal for comment by member economies prior to the the first SCSC meeting in Brunei Darrussalam.

c)
Guide to Good Regulatory Practice

New Zealand was thanked for hosting the APEC Seminar on Good Regulatory Practice that took place prior to the SCSC meeting.  The SCSC was fortunate to have eminent speakers from Australia, New Zealand and Japan.  The purpose of the Seminar was to stimulate discussion on the draft Guide to Good Regulatory Practice.  In this regard, the SCSC agreed that the Seminar was highly successful.

The SCSC received written comments from Japan and agreed that there would be value in a face-to-face meeting of interested member economies to assist in the further development of the draft Guide.  Consequently an ad hoc meeting will be held in conjunction with the first SCSC meeting for 2000, to be held in Brunei Darussalam.

In addition, member economies were encouraged to provide to Australia constructive comment on the draft Guide.  Australia will attempt to reflect these comments, and the issues raised in the Seminar, in a revised text that will be circulated before the proposed ad hoc meeting.

d)
International Standards in the areas of Building & Construction and Hazardous Area Equipment

The Convenors of the four ad hoc technical groups presented oral and written reports on the progress of the work being undertaken.  The Convenors raised the issue of low level participation by member economies’ in the ad hoc technical groups and the relevant ISO/IEC technical committees which undermines the ability of the region to have its needs and concerns reflected in relevant international standards.  While the meeting acknowledged the concerns raised by the Convenors, a number of member economies pointed to practical restrictions on the participation by member economies in face-to-face meetings.

The Chair invited input from member economies and the Pacific Areas Standards Congress on practical steps that could be taken to increase the ability of member economies to influence the development of international standards.  This issue will be considered at the first SCSC meeting in Brunei Darussalam.

6.
Recognition of Conformity Assessment in the Regulated Sector

a)
Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment

The Chair of the Experts’ Working Group reported that the Implementation Guide to the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC Electrical MRA) had been completed.  This Guide was developed to assist in the implementation of the APEC Electrical MRA.

The Chair of the Experts’ Working Group reported that the APEC Electrical MRA, the Terms of Reference for the Joint Advisory Committee, and the Implementation Guide for the APEC Electrical MRA had now been completed.

The Chair of the Experts’ Working Group expressed his thanks to all economies, and to the secretary of the Experts’ Working Group, for their contributions and commitment to the completion of the APEC Electrical MRA and related documents.

The SCSC agreed to forward the APEC Electrical MRA and the Terms of Reference for the Joint Advisory Committee to the Committee on Trade and Investment for its endorsement and submission to the Senior Officials’ Meeting and the APEC Leaders’ meeting in September 1999.

To assist the implementation of the APEC Electrical MRA member economies were requested to advise the SCSC Chair of their intention to participate in Part I of the APEC Electrical MRA by 1 December 1999.  If a sufficient number of economies have signified their intention to participate, the SCSC Chair would convene the Joint Advisory Committee in the margins of the first meeting in Brunei Darussalam.  That meeting would be open to all economies that signify their intention to participate to the SCSC Chair before the date of the first SCSC meeting in Brunei Darussalam.

b)
Report on Implementation of:
i)
the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products;
ii)
the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety; and
iii)
the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls.

The meeting considered a report by the APEC Secretariat on the level of member economy participation in the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (APEC Food MRA), the APEC Arrangement on the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety and the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls.

The meeting noted the participation of the United States in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety and Australia’s participation in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange on Information on Food Recalls.  Australia noted that the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange on Information on Food Recalls had been the SCSC first deliverable for 1999 and encouraged other member economies to signify their participation in this Arrangement.

New Zealand presented a paper that outlined steps that could be taken to make the Arrangement on Exchange of Information on Toy Safety more effective.  The meeting agreed, in-principle, with the paper’s recommendations but requested more time for member economies to consider the details of the proposed measures.  The SCSC requested member economies to forward their comments to New Zealand by 30 September 1999.

7.
Recognition in the Voluntary Sector

a) Reports on recent developments in the area of Mutual Recognition in the Voluntary Sector

The SCSC took note of the reports of the Specialist Regional Bodies.  Those reports highlighted:

· Since May 1999, there had been one additional member to the APLAC MRA (ICBO ES) bringing the total to 11 accreditation bodies from 8 member economies.  APLAC will achieve the Collective Action Plan goal of all industrialized economies being members of the APLAC MRA by the year 2000.  Work was well on the way to achieving developing economies’ membership of the APLAC MRA by the year 2005;

· APLAC had conducted another Attachment Training Program.  This brings the total of beneficiaries to 14 officials from 10 economies;

· establishment of a PASC homepage to distribute PASC documents.  PASC invited SCSC members visiting the site (www.pascnet.org);

· PASC has noted the SCSC’s response to its request that the SCSC approach the APEC Telecommunication Working Group regarding the APEC Tel MRA.  PASC will, if necessary, make direct contact with the APEC Telecommunication Working Group regarding their concerns;

· PASC noted that work had begun on developing an international standard, under ISO TC/11, on boiler and pressure vessel and encouraged member economies’ participation in this work rather than be diverted to the issue of equivalency or de facto international standards;

· a global Mutual Recognition Agreement on Measurement Standards will be established in October 1999.  The global MRA will provide a mechanism for participating National Measurement Institutes to gain multilateral recognition of their national measurement standards.  To assist APEC member economies in their preparation for participation in the global MRA, the SCSC has approved a technical infrastructure development project whose progress is reported under agenda item 8(a);

· APMP has established a homepage (www.nrlm.go.jp/apmp);

· the 6th meeting of APLMF will take place in Indonesia in September.  Key topics for that meeting include: development of an Asia Pacific Mutual Recognition Agreement on Pattern Approval Test Reports; harmonisation of measurement standards in utility metering and prepackaged goods; and election of a convenor and secretariat for 2000-2002; and

· APLMF will be conducting four training courses over the next twelve months to support the development of member economies’ technical infrastructure.

The meeting requested the SCSC Chair to write to BIPM emphasising the importance of including a mechanism that would permit all APEC member economies to participate in the global MRA.

b)
Closer Linkages between the Specialist Regional Bodies and the SCSC

The meeting was informed that a meeting between the ‘shepherd’ economy, Malaysia, and the Specialist Regional Bodies took place on 6 August 1999.

SCSC agreed that the closer linkages between the SCSC and the Specialist Regional Bodies should include: allowing adequate time for the Specialist Regional Bodies to determine areas were they could provide/offer their support with a mandate from their respective councils/committees; the SCSC identifying areas which may require input from the Specialist Regional Bodies; the Specialist Regional Bodies to develop strategic plans which would allow for the identification and development of request for funding of technical infrastructure development projects; and to accord the Specialist Regional Bodies observer status to the SCSC.

With respect to the preparation of a draft Statement of Commitment of Mutual Agreed Objectives between the SCSC and the Specialist Regional Bodies, the SCSC requested the ‘shepherd’ economy, Malaysia, to prepare an initial draft and invited other member economies to forward their input to Malaysia.  The draft Statement of Commitment would then be distributed, through the SCSC Chair, to all member economies for their consideration at the next SCSC meeting.

8.
Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development

a)
Technical Infrastructure Development Projects

The Philippines reported that the APEC Budget Management Committee (BMC) has approved the three (3) Technical Infrastructure Development Projects (TIDPs) on: 1) Conduct of Training/Seminar on ISO/IEC Guides 65 and 62; 2) MRA Readiness Project; and 3) Quality Systems for Calibration Services at National Metrology Institutes (NMIs).

The meeting was further informed that since the budget for each project exceeds $ 20,000, the APEC BMC will endorse the three (3) TIDPs to SOM for its approval. After the approval from SOM, the Philippines as Project Overseer of the Quality Systems for Calibration Services at NMIs and MRA Readiness Projects, will coordinate with Project Organizers (APMP and APLAC) and the APEC Secretariat for the implementation of said projects.  Australia as Project Overseer will also coordinate the implementation of the project on the Conduct of Training/Seminar on ISO/IEC Guides.  The meeting encouraged the Project Overseers to circulate to all SCSC Contacts the detailed implementation plan at an appropriate time.

The Project Organizer for MRA Readiness Project, APLAC, through its Chair, informed the meeting of the 3 components of the Project, which will commence by the 4th quarter of 1999.  He highlighted that the project components support to achieve APEC SCSC’s target on MRA of conformity assessment by 2000/2005, through the training of MRA evaluators, pre-evaluation of APLAC members in APEC economies to determine readiness for formal evaluation and attachment training for selected laboratory accreditation body professionals.  The Project Organizer for Quality Systems for Calibration Services, APMP, also informed the meeting of the project’s components to include workshops and training, which will commence by May 2000, to support APEC member economies to actively participate in the global MRA in measurement standards.

The Philippines reported that two (2) additional project proposals were received from APMP and the Asian Institute of Management (AIM), to wit: 1) Experts’ Training for APEC Member Economies to Assist Participation in Global MRA in Measurement Standards and 2) APEC Speakers’ Bureau on Standards-Based Management (SBM) Systems. The Philippines, as Project Overseer, will circulate the project proposals to SCSC Contacts by 30 September 1999, and incorporate all comments/inputs so that these project proposals will be submitted for consideration and endorsement at the 1st SCSC Meeting for 2000 in Brunei Darussalam.

b)
Partners for Progress (PfP) Project

Japan reported that the dates had been fixed for this year’s PFP program as 15 to 20 November 1999, to be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  The detailed program, at the final stage of completion at the moment, would be finalized and sent to the SCSC Secretariat for distribution to the member economies. 

c)
Joint HRD WG/SCSC Activity Project (IQAS Project)

The Philippines, for and on behalf of Project co-overseer Japan and the Project Organizer, the Asian Institute of Management (AIM), reported on the progress of activities under the IQAS II Project highlighting activities undertaken and scheduled Trainers’ and SME Executives Workshops.

The meeting was informed that the IQAS II Projects planned outputs are the conduct of 17 trainers’ and SME executives workshops, refinement of the APEC IQAS training manual and the translation into language of APEC member economies. To date, a Trainers’ Workshop and 2 SME Executives Workshops were conducted in PRChina (Shenzhen and Shanghai) in 16 to 20 May, 1999. The translation of the training course, refined trainers’ manual and SME participants’ guidebook to Chinese Mandarin was undertaken and is now available in diskette and audio/video tape versions.  The meeting was further informed that to ensure the smooth implementation of the IQAS Project, 3 interim meetings were conducted in the PRChina, Chile and Vietnam (within the margins of the PRChina workshop). 

The Philippines also briefed the SCSC on the scheduled workshops in Vietnam (September 6-9), Malaysia (September 20-22), Indonesia (November 1-3), Chile (October/November), and PNG (September 13-15).  The workshops in Thailand, Mexico and Chinese Taipei are yet to be scheduled upon confirmation from respective lead HRD WG/SCSC contacts.

The meeting acknowledged the outputs of the project and the transparent reporting on the progress and problems encountered in the project’s implementation.  In this regard, the meeting encouraged SCSC contacts to continue its support of the IQAS II Project.

d)
Integrated Regional Approach to Enhanced Food Control Systems

Australia reported on the progress in implementing the two TILF projects on (i) Workshop on the Food/ Drug Interface and (ii) Pilot Training in Application of Principles of Risk Analysis.  In particular, that the first Workshop on the Food Drug Interface would take place in Canberra, Australia, on 9-13 August 1999.

e)
National Conference of Standards Laboratories (NCSL) Conference

The United States reported on its presentation at the annual National Conference of Standards Laboratories Conference in July on behalf of the SCSC.  It was noted that the Asia-Pacific Metrology Program had been asked by the NCSL to organize an Asia-Pacific session to increase awareness of relevant activities in the Asia-Pacific region.  The session included representatives from the SCSC and each of the five Specialist Regional Bodies.  The conference also included a session on European standards and conformance issues.  The United States indicated that SCSC representation at the conference served to disseminate relevant information and raise awareness of technical infrastructure development activities throughout the Asia-Pacific region.  The SCSC agreed that should future regional participation in the NCSL Conference be sought, SCSC participation should be coordinated through the APMP.  Information on the NCSL and the conference can be accessed at http://www.ncsl-hq.org/.

f)
3rd APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance

Brunei Darussalam briefed the Sub-Committee on the proposed program for the 3rd APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance proposed for 15‑16 September 2000 in Bandar Seri Begawan.

The theme of the Conference is ‘Standards and Conformance Activities in Trade Facilitation and the Benefits to the Business Community’.  The focus of the conference is on producing outcomes that could be picked-up collectively, or on an individual basis, by APEC member economies.

Member economies were:

· requested to circulate the program to interested parties in their economies;

· encouraged to actively seek nomination of speakers; and

· requested to provide Brunei Darussalam with their nominations before the 1st SCSC meeting in 2000.

g)
Review of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program

The Chair noted that the SCSC Collective Action Plan obliged the SCSC to undertake a review of the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program.  Australia, as the author of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Program, and Brunei Darussalam, as the next SCSC Chair, were requested to prepare a draft strategy for the review of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program for consideration by the first SCSC meeting in Brunei Darussalam.

9.
Transparency

a)
Updating Member Economy Contact Points

The United States reported that the updated list of member economy contact points was forwarded to the APEC Secretariat for posting on the APEC homepage.  Additional information is still being sought from three member economies.  The list can be accessed at http://www.apecsec.org.sg/scsc/scsc-contact-info.html.  In addition, it was suggested and agreed that, beginning with next year's revision, each member economy will also provide information on their participants in each Specialist Regional Body, where applicable, and the list will incorporate the SCSC Contact Points.

b)
2000 TILF Project on Research on Food Labeling Laws, Regulations and Standards in APEC Member Economies

The People’s Republic of China reported that while the APEC BMC had approved the project budget proposal, this needed to be positively affirmed at the Senior Officials Meeting on 12-13 August 1999.  On receiving that approval, the People’s Republic of China will complete the collection, summarization, collation, comparison and analysis of the food labeling laws, regulations and standards of APEC member economies.

10.
Review of TBT Agreement

The SCSC welcomed the presentation by Ms. Vivien Liu from the WTO TBT Secretariat who had been invited to present a paper on the 1st Triennial Review and follow up activity, the TBT Committee’s work programme, and the WTO Ministerial meeting in November 1999.  Ms Liu encouraged SCSC participants to coordinate with their representatives to the WTO TBT Committee.  The SCSC noted the importance of the discussions taking place in the WTO TBT Committee and their relevance to the SCSC work program.

Japan briefed the meeting on their paper titled "Preparations for the 1999 Ministerial Conference - Proposal on the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade - Communication from Japan", which had been forwarded to the WTO/General Council in July this year.

Japan emphasized that, under the WTO/TBT Agreement, international standards are expected to reduce barriers to trade through alignment.  It further emphasized that international standards should maintain market relevancy in their contents to meet the purpose of the TBT Agreement, and that transparency, openness and impartiality throughout the whole process of international standards development should be secured fully.

SCSC delegates discussed the Japanese paper and agreed to pass it on to the appropriate agencies in their respective economies for consideration.

11.
EC/SCSC Dialogue

Concerning information on CEN/CENELEC standards work, correspondence with the Pacific Area Standards Congress Standing Committee Chairman was noted.  Member economies noted that the information was useful although there remains concerns regarding the transparency of the process of developing international standards based on CEN/CENELEC standards.

With regard to further SCSC/EC Dialogue, member economies were asked to identify specific technical issues for discussion with the European Commission.  These would be discussed at the next SCSC meeting.

12.
Coordination With Other APEC Fora

The APEC Secretariat provided an updated list of projects on SCSC-related activities in other APEC fora.  The meeting agreed to continue to seek similar information from other APEC fora on the activities relating to the SCSC.

13.
Business Involvement

The SCSC endorsed the start of a work program on trade facilitation in information technology products.  This program will explore the One Standard, One Test, Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity concept, provided by the Information Technology Industry Council (ITI) to the SCSC.  The work project will include examination of expanding access to information technology in APEC through use of supplier’s declaration of conformity to safety and electromagnetic interference requirements.  Among issues noted during SCSC discussions was the relevance of this work to on-going discussions of the Information Technology Agreement Committee of the WTO on non-tariff, technical barriers to trade.

Japan, the United States, and the Philippines, with the addition of Singapore upon confirmation, agreed to act as lead economies, working with other interested SCSC members and ITI, to develop a detailed project outline, for SCSC discussion at its first meeting in Brunei Darussalam in February 2000.  Lead economies and other interested member economies are requested to notify the Chair in writing by 31 August 1999 of contact information for participants in the new work group. 

14.
Possible Linkages between IEC and SCSC

The meeting received a presentation from Dr Ryoiku Togei, Vice-President of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on the work and structure of the IEC.

Dr Togei informed the meeting of IEC activities to strengthen its presence in the Asia Pacific region.  Member economies agreed that an IEC Forum would be held in the margins of the first SCSC meeting in Brunei Darussalam.  Dr Togei agreed to formulate a specific agenda for this forum and would circulate it for comment through the SCSC Chair in advance of the Forum.

15.
Endorsement of the Collective Action Plan

The SCSC revised and endorsed the 1999 SCSC Collective Action Plan.

16.
Meeting Documents

The meeting considered the public release of documents tabled at the meeting.  It was agreed that with immediate effect, all documents would be accessible to the public with the exception of the following documents:

1999 SCSC Collective Action Plan

Comments on 1999 SCSC Collective Action Plan (Australia)

Identification of Additional Areas for Alignment of Member Economy Standards with International Standards (Malaysia)

Revised Draft Guide to Good Regulatory Practice (Australia)

Technical Group 3 - Timber Standards Report (NZ)

WTO TBT Secretariat Briefing on Progress of Triennial Review under TBT Agreement

Results of Intercessional Approval and Ranking of CTI Budget Proposals for July BMC

Member economies were, however, encouraged to circulate copies of the revised draft Guide to Good Regulatory Practices within their economies to facilitate discussions on the issues identified in the draft Guide.

17.
Other Matters

There were no other matters

18.
Chairmanship

Brunei Darussalam confirmed its willingness to act as SCSC Chair for 2000.  New Zealand and the People’s Republic of China were confirmed as Vice-Chairs for 2000.

Brunei Darussalam indicated that the tentative dates for the Senior Official Meetings in Brunei Darussalam would be:

· SOM I
12-21 February;

· SOM II
3-11 June; and

· SOM III
15-23 September.

19.
Adjournment

The SCSC committee expressed a vote of thanks to the SCSC Chair, Mr Graham Boxall for his efforts during the course of 1999.

The Chair expressed his thanks for the support and commitment member economies had made during the year.

