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1
The First Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) for the Eleventh APEC Ministerial Meeting was convened in Wellington, New Zealand on 8-9 February 1999.  Senior Officials from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; the Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand, the United States and Vietnam participated in the meeting.  The Chairs of the SOM Sub-committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation (ESC),   Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI); Economic Committee (EC) and the Budget and Management Committee (BMC) were present.  The APEC Secretariat also attended.  Representatives from the ASEAN Secretariat, PECC and SPF were also present as observers.  The list of delegates appears as Annex A, page   .

2
Dr the Hon Lockwood Smith, Minister for International Trade of New Zealand, welcomed Senior Officials to New Zealand.  Noting that 1999 would be a year of challenge and opportunity for APEC, he confirmed that New Zealand was approaching its stewardship of APEC with a distinctively informal New Zealand style but also with a sense of purpose and determination.

I
Chair’s Opening Remarks

3
The meeting was chaired by Mr Maarten Wevers of the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

4
The Chair welcomed Senior Officials and made particular mention of Mr Ricardo Lagos and Dr Johan S Syahperi as new Senior Officials from Chile and Indonesia respectively.

II
Adoption of Agenda

5
The draft agenda was approved and is attached as Annex B, page  .

III
Business Arrangements

6
The Chair briefed SOM on the arrangements for the Senior Officials’ Meeting.

IV
Trade and Investment Liberalisation and Facilitation

(A) Individual Action Plans

7
Senior Officials reaffirmed the central role of IAPs in progressing work towards the achievement of APEC’s trade and investment liberalisation and facilitation goals. Recalling the instructions of Ministers and Leaders, SOM confirmed the importance of continuing to improve IAPs annually. 

8
SOM agreed that a thorough and comprehensive stocktake of progress on IAPs in 1999 would be helpful in enhancing APEC’s credibility and would provide a valuable indication of APEC’s progress towards the Bogor Goals in accordance with the principles, objectives and guidelines of the Osaka Action Agenda.  It could also provide guidance for APEC’s future programme.   SOM confirmed that IAPs would be reviewed in the context of APEC principles of voluntarism and flexibility.

9
SOM confirmed a four track process for work on IAPs:

· IAP self reviews: SOM thanked CTI for its technical work on the IAP self-review format (attached as Annex C , page  ).  The format and timeframes were adopted by Senior Officials.  The desirability of involving all member economies in the self review process was highlighted and the new member economies were encouraged to report using the format as appropriate.  SOM agreed that members would submit their self reviews by 1 July 1999. New members were encouraged to report unilateral actions undertaken during the same period.

· An independent assessment of IAPs by PECC: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; Malaysia; Mexico, New Zealand; Peru; Chinese Taipei and the United States agreed to join the SOM Chair to form a steering group to consult with PECC on the study.  PECC outlined its approach to the assessment it proposed to carry out and indicated that a detailed paper would be circulated to the Steering Group in February/March.  A progress report will be available by the informal SOM in June for reporting to the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade.  The assessment will be finalised for consideration at SOM III.

· A timetable for member economies to update their IAPs: Senior Officials agreed the following timetable for updating IAPs in 1999:

1 June
Member economies to submit preliminary plans for improvement of IAPs.  Based on the preliminary plans, the SOM Chair will compile a report to the June 1999 Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade.

16 July
Members to submit initial draft summaries of the implementation of their IAPs and of improvements to be incorporated into their revised IAPs.

20 August
Members to submit final versions of their IAPs and summaries of their implementation and improvements.

· IAP voluntary peer reviews: SOM welcomed confirmation that Australia would hold its peer review in the margins of SOM II and that Japan, the US, the Philippines and Brunei Darussalam would do so at SOM III.

(A) Collective Action Plans

10
SOM endorsed the 1999 CTI work programme, including its recommendations relating to the priorities to be pursued by the CTI and its subfora (the CTI Chair’s report is attached as Annex D, page  ). SOM also endorsed CTI’s projected 1999 deliverables and instructed CTI to provide SOM II with an updated report for forwarding to the June meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade. 

11
In accordance with directions from Ministers, SOM instructed CTI to intensify its work on trade facilitation, including standards and conformance, customs procedures, intellectual property, investment, competition policy and deregulation, and business mobility.  SOM welcomed Australia’s intention to submit a paper on APEC’s trade facilitation work.  SOM reaffirmed that CTI should engage the business and private sectors in its work programme and ensure that APEC’s TILF work remains relevant to these constituencies.

12
Some delegates suggested that in 1999 particular attention could be paid to measures for structural and regulatory reform for the strengthening of markets.  It was also suggested that a stocktake of implementation of the menu of options on investment by individual member economies could be presented to the Trade Ministers Meeting in June.  Japan offered to coordinate this activity.

13
SOM also reaffirmed the importance of the CAPs and CTI’s role in their implementation and development.  Senior Officials endorsed the CTI’s proposed methodology for reviewing CAP implementation since 1996 and asked for a report to be made to SOM II (the metholodogy for CAP review is attached as Annex E, page  ).

14
SOM endorsed the proposed CTI self-review and asked CTI to submit its recommendations to SOM II.  In particular, SOM agreed that work in services and investment was vital and recommended that a Services Convenor be selected as soon as possible to manage the further development and implementation of work in this area.

(B) Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalisation

Accelerated Tariff Liberalisation initiative

15
The SOM Chair briefed the Meeting on progress with follow-up action taken in respect of the Ministerial  decision in Kuala Lumpur to forward the tariff element of the nine sectors of EVSL (now referred to as the Accelerated Tariff Liberalisation initiative) to the WTO.  In this connection, the SOM agreed that as a next step, New Zealand would arrange a low key informal information-sharing meeting in Geneva in early March 1999.  All APEC member economies and a targeted audience of interested WTO members would be invited.   SOM also agreed that EVSL Coordinators would provide an outline of progress to date in their respective sectors at this meeting. Further discussions among interested parties could be accommodated through bilateral and plurilateral exchanges.

16
The SOM agreed that another stocktake on the next steps to be taken following the informal meeting in Geneva could take place at SOM II or earlier, if necessary.

17
The Meeting recalled that in Kuala Lumpur Leaders and Ministers of the 16 participating economies had agreed to work towards the achievement of a critical mass of support for this initiative in the WTO.   It was agreed that it was critical to maintain unity on this initiative in Geneva.  The SOM Chair undertook to continue to ensure that Senior Officials and representatives of APEC economies in Geneva are kept fully informed of progress with proposed follow-up actions. 

18
As tasked by the SOM, the CTI Chair presented his report on EVSL following the Experts Group meetings held in Wellington on 2-4 Feb 1999 (the CTI Chair’s report on EVSL is attached as Annex F, page  ).  The SOM noted that work programmes have been put in place and implementation of the NTMs, facilitation and ECOTECH elements will proceed for the first nine sectors.  The meeting noted that it would be important for APEC to present deliverables as mandated by Leaders and Ministers last November in order to maintain APEC’s credibility.  In this connection, SOM  agreed that it would be important for the sectoral experts to proceed with their work programmes according to the timeframe which was agreed by the sectoral experts in Wellington. 

19
SOM agreed that in most sectors there would not be a need to convene further sectoral experts’ meetings at the time of SOM II.  However, the SOM agreed that it would be useful to convene a meeting of sectoral coordinators and representatives of all economies at SOM II so that Senior Officials could be updated on the implementation process and any other issues which might arise.  The Meeting also acknowledged the important role played by the sectoral coordinators and agreed that they be retained to assist SOM with overall coordination of implementation of the work programmes.

20
SOM agreed that it was necessary to develop a number of deliverables in the NTMs, facilitation and ECOTECH elements of EVSL programme for the Trade Ministers’ Meeting in June but noted that the extent to which this could be done would depend in part of the availability of APEC funding.  SOM also noted that there were a number of good proposals which will be submitted to the BMC.  SOM agreed that it would be valuable to ensure that specific proposals drawn from the fifteen sectors were agreed and approved for funding as soon as possible.  

21
The Meeting welcomed indications that some economies would proceed to implement on a voluntary basis tariff commitments made in Kuala Lumpur.  SOM agreed that it would be valuable for members to report such actions in their IAPs. 

22
In order to facilitate early progress on the coverage and tariff elements of the second six sectors, the Meeting noted that the SOM Chair would circulate a proposal, as soon as possible, on the development of a framework based on the Kuching model to allow the transfer of these elements to the WTO. The proposal would address the issue of flexibility. Senior Officials agreed that they should aim to make a decision on this matter at SOM II for review in June by Ministers Responsible for Trade. 

23
SOM agreed that experts for the six sectors should develop and finalise the NTMs, facilitation and Ecotech elements of their proposals with a view to implementing those that have been agreed and having the remaining project proposals endorsed by APEC Trade Ministers in June.  This work could be done inter-sessionally.

(C) Strengthening the Multilateral Trading System

24
SOM recalled the statement by Leaders at Kuala Lumpur that early progress should be made on broad-based multilateral negotiations in the WTO, achieving an overall balance of interests of all members.  Senior Officials noted that Ministers had agreed to actively participate in and contribute to the WTO preparatory process to develop a substantive agenda for the Third WTO Ministerial Conference, with a view to pursuing further broad-based multilateral market access and other liberalisation, to respond to the range of interests and concerns of all members. It was suggested that consideration be given to ways in which further multilateral negotiations in the WTO could enhance the mutual supportiveness of APEC and the WTO in achieving their goals and objectives.

25
Senior Officials noted Ministers’ commendation of the ongoing contribution by APEC to support WTO work in areas such as the interaction between trade and competition policy, transparency in government procurement and investment.  Ministers had noted that APEC work in such areas as competition policy, deregulation, government procurement and investment was of particular relevance and encouraged that such work be continued.  Ministers had also directed that technical cooperation activities be enhanced to assist member economies to implement WTO agreements. 

26
Senior Officials agreed that APEC was well placed, both in terms of past inputs and the timing of the 1999 APEC process, to provide impetus to the WTO, including preparatory work on new broad-based multilateral negotiations.  SOM confirmed that APEC input to preparation for the WTO Ministerial Conference would be considered at SOM II, and subsequently in June by the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade and by Ministers’ and Leaders’ meetings in September. Senior Officials noted that the preparatory process was well underway in Geneva and that there was merit in continuing contacts between Geneva-based APEC delegations as this progressed.

(D) E-commerce

27
SOM endorsed the proposal of the US, Australia, Chinese Taipei and Singapore for the establishment of a Steering Group on Electronic Commerce to implement the APEC Blueprint on Electronic Commerce adopted by Ministers in Kuala Lumpur, subject to certain revisions including to the paragraphs on private-business sector participation to follow the language in the Blueprint. (the proposal is attached as Annex G, page  .), SOM noted that the Steering Group would coordinate and advance the electronic commerce work programme approved by Leaders.  Given the market-driven nature of electronic commerce, Senior Officials recognised the importance of the Steering Group working closely with business.  SOM encouraged the Steering Group to move quickly to finalise its chairing arrangements and noted the desirability of it meeting in Christchurch in conjunction with SOM II.  Such a meeting would afford the opportunity for the Group to meet with the Executive Head of the UN Commission on International Trade Law.  

28
Senior Officials welcomed a report from Japan on the APEC Y2K week scheduled for late April 1999. They also expressed strong support for the Y2K symposium proposed by Canada, Japan, and Singapore, with the assistance of the APEC Secretariat, as part of the APEC Y2K week. The symposium will focus on critical economic infrastructures and linkages among economies, with a special session on SMEs. For the Y2K week, Japan indicated that individual Y2K campaigns by member economies will be encouraged, and instructional and promotional materials will be produced.

(E) Study on Impact of Trade Liberalisation

29
SOM noted the report of the Chair of the Steering Group for the Study on the Impact of Trade Liberalisation (attached as Annex H, page  ).  The project had now moved into its second phase of developing communication strategies, which would be discussed at a high-level seminar in Auckland on 28 June.

V
Economic and Technical Cooperation

(A) Report by the ESC Chair on the 1999 ESC work programme and projected outcomes.

30
SOM welcomed the ESC Chair’s report, expressed its appreciation for the Chair’s contribution to APEC’s ECOTECH work, and endorsed the 1999 APEC ECOTECH Work Programme (the ESC Chair’s report is attached as Annex I, page  ).  It affirmed that the ESC’s objectives for 1999  reflected the importance of the six priority themes included in the Manila Framework.  Beyond this, there was a need for increased focus on key priorities, particularly those related to small and medium enterprises, capacity building; implementation of the ECOTECH elements of the EVSL initiatives,  implementation of the APEC Agenda for Science and Technology Industry Co-operation into the 21st Century and the Kuala Lumpur Action Programme on Skills Development.  SOM encouraged APEC fora to implement the guidance for strengthening ECOTECH activities and noted the particular importance of the up-coming SME Ministerial Meeting scheduled for April 1999.

31
Beyond this there was a growing need to focus on the implementation of agreed activities.  It was suggested that standards could perhaps be developed against which implementation efforts could be judged.  It was also recognised that there was an important outreach aspect to ECOTECH activities and that private sector participation in these activities was desirable.  These questions needed to be examined further, perhaps in the context of a future SOM retreat.

32
SOM endorsed the ESC’s proposal to designate one (or more) economies to coordinate each of the six ECOTECH priority areas.   Initially, Canada will coordinate the theme of the development of human capital and China harnessing technology for the future.  Malaysia announced that, as part of the Kuala Lumpur Action Programme on Skills Development,  an APEC Seminar on Best Practices for Public-Business Sector Partnerships in Skills Development would be held in Penang on 17-18 May.   Japan also announced several projects in support of the Programme.  These included: “Project for Training 10,000 Local Personnel which allows Asian enterprises to keep skilled workers and prevents them from laying off under economic recession”, “Project for Dispatching Technical Experts and other Human Resources to training centers in Asia including Penang”, and “Development of a Japan-APEC Long Distance Network for Human Resource Development and Education which uses Asian-wide satellite communication network”.  In addition, three new PFP (Partnership for Progress) projects have been initiated.  They are: “Seminar on Export-Import Loan” to be held in Singapore, “Management Consultancy” in Singapore and “Production and Business Management for Improving Productivity” in Thailand.

(B) Working Group Activities

33
SOM approved all of the points submitted for decision by  APEC Working Groups and other APEC fora, except those concerned with non-member participation which were deferred to Agenda Item X (C), and except the item related to the Transportation Working Group which was referred to the next meeting of the BMC.  (A list of the points submitted for decision is contained in Annex J, page  ). 

VI
Analytical Work

34
The EC Chair briefed SOM on major outcomes from the EC Plenary held on 5-6 February.  SOM endorsed the proposed EC work programme as set out in the EC Chair’s report of the meeting expressing strong support for the EC’s approach which responded to the call from Leaders/Ministers for the work programme to be demand-driven, proactive and value-adding (EC Chair’s report is attached as Annex K, page  ).  At the same time, the SOM underlined the importance of the EC continuing to coordinate with other fora to avoid duplication of work.  On specific aspects of the EC’s work programme, SOM encouraged the EC to expedite work on the “Beyond the Asian Crisis” project to provide early deliverables and to consider extending the study on the Impact of Liberalisation to assess the benefits that would accrue to members from implementation of the 2010/2020 goals.  SOM expressed support for the EC’s continuing work on the Economic Outlook and members were encouraged to meet Chile’s request for data.  Interest in further developing projects on knowledge-based industries was noted.  In this respect Korea announced that it would host an experts’ seminar on the topic of knowledge-based industries in the APEC region on 17-18 June 1999, in Seoul. Interest was also expressed in addressing corporate restructuring.  Potential linkages were identified between the EC’s work and the project on communicating the impact of liberalisation as well as prospective policy dialogues.

35
SOM endorsed the election of Ms Songco of the Philippines as Vice-Chair of the EC as well as the Philippines’ offer to coordinate the 2000 Economic Outlook.

VII
Financial issues

36
SOM agreed that the prominence of issues relating to the economic crisis in Leaders’ and Ministerial deliberations should be taken into account in preparing its work programme and meeting agendas in 1999.  While recognising that there are limits to what APEC can contribute to efforts to reform the international financial system, members believed that APEC can play a role to facilitate reform efforts and were eager to be kept informed of ongoing developments and inject an APEC perspective where possible.  More generally, SOM agreed on the need to continue its involvement on issues related to the economic crisis and to improve coordination between and within APEC fora.  In support of these objectives, SOM supported the possibility of a dialogue on the economic crisis, perhaps involving a representative of the Finance Deputies’ process.  SOM underlined the importance of strengthening APEC’s work on capacity building efforts. Particular note was taken of Australia’s report on work on economic governance and the link between this and New Zealand’s theme of strengthening markets, as well as work by other economies including the US.  It was also recognised that much work in these areas had to be done by economies themselves domestically.  The SOM Chair also reported on efforts to more closely align the timing of Finance Ministers’ Meetings and Economic Leaders’ Meetings.  The SOM Chair will consult with Senior Officials further on possible future processes this year.   

VIII
Tasking related to new initiatives and other follow-up from Kuala Lumpur

(A) Social Impact of the Crisis

37
The US briefed SOM on its proposal for APEC to address the social impact of the financial crisis (attached as Annex L, page ). The US initiative was widely welcomed, including its emphasis on SMEs/private sector involvement, job creation and human resource development. The SOM agreed that, while work in this area was being carried forward in several international fora, including the World Bank, and duplication needed to be avoided, APEC could usefully add value. It also noted on-going APEC work in the Human Resource Development Working Group and follow-up to the Women’s Ministerial Meeting held in 1998. Australia informed the meeting of its plans to host a Ministerial meeting in Sydney on 5 March with the participation of international financial institutions and the donor community, on long-term responses to the economic crisis. This meeting would be outside the APEC framework but it was hoped that its discussion would inform subsequent APEC consideration of the issue. The US undertook to take its thinking further on its proposal and to consult with members intersessionally. 

(B) Framework for the Integration of Women

38
New Zealand briefed the SOM on the outcome of the preparatory meeting for the establishment of an Ad-Hoc Task Force on the Integration of Women in APEC held prior to SOM I.  SOM endorsed the Terms of Reference for the Task Force (the Terms of Reference are attached as Annex M, on page  ). The function of the Ad-Hoc Task Force would be to respond to the instruction of Ministers to develop a "Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC".  This framework would include guidelines for gender analysis, improvements to the collection and utilisation of sex-disaggregated data and approaches to the involvement of women. New Zealand, the Philippines and Canada will co-chair the Task Force.

(C) FEEEP Report follow-up

39
SOM endorsed the SOM Chair's proposals on the follow-up to the FEEEP Joint Actions, with the exception of the recommendation that the Economic Committee implement a programme of sharing the results of work on the costs and benefits of trade liberalisation and of agricultural reform policies (the SOM Chair’s proposal is attached as Annex  N, page  ).  Given differing views on where this work should be done, it was agreed that the issue would be considered further intersessionally and taken up at SOM II.

(D) APEC Food System

40
SOM approved the Terms of Reference for an Ad-Hoc Task Force to Study ABAC's Proposal for an APEC Food System, as proposed by New Zealand. (The Terms of Reference are attached as Annex O, page .)  The Ad-Hoc Task Force will be co-chaired by New Zealand and Chinese Taipei, who, in progressing the work of the Task Force, will consult with interested economies - including the former co-chairs of the Task Force on Food, Australia and Japan.

IX
ABAC

41
The ABAC Chair reported on the outcomes of the 5-7 February ABAC meeting held in Brunei.  It was reported that ABAC had made a strong start on its 1999 work programme, focussing on strict prioritisation of recommendations to Leaders and tracking the implementation of recommendations made.  

X
Management and Budget Issues

(A) Management reform process

42
SOM approved the SOM Chair’s proposal, developed in conjunction with Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia, on next steps in the self-review process for APEC fora (the proposal is attached as Annex P, page  .)  Senior Officials noted the good start already made by a number of fora on their self reviews and urged all APEC fora to complete their work on schedule in order to fulfil the instructions of Ministers on APEC management reform. Senior Officials confirmed that the Trade and Investment Data Database is to be terminated.

(B) BMC report

43
SOM approved four projects (SOM/01/99, SOM 02/99, EC 03/99, FIN01/99) which had been agreed intersessionally by BMC.  SOM agreed that the 1998 unspent funds (US$845,000) would be allocated as follows:

· US$145,000 would be made available for further 1999 Operational Account project funding, with particular priority on EVSL ecotech and facilitation projects which would produce 1999 deliverables in accordance with the instructions of Ministers and Leaders.

· US$700,000 would be held in reserve for the year 2000 budget to enable member-economy contributions to remain at the current level for the year 2000.

(A) APEC Secretariat report

44
The Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat presented his report on the Secretariat’s work (attached as Annex Q, page ).  In the context of SOM’s interest in publicising APEC’s activities and achievements, the Executive Director noted the media outreach programme undertaken by the Secretariat.  He also expressed his appreciation for the arrangements made during his recent official visits to Mexico, Peru and Chile, in particular the opportunity to be received by and have valuable discussion with President Fujimori of Peru and President Frei of Chile.

45
SOM endorsed the Secretariat’s 1999 Operational plan and registered its satisfaction with the ongoing support of the APEC Secretariat.

46
With regard to participation in the activities of APEC fora SOM agreed that:

· Mongolia will renew its guest status in the Trade Promotion Working Group starting from 1999 up to the end of 2001;

· the International Energy Agency (IEA) will be invited to attend, as a guest, the 10th meeting of the EWG Experts Group on Energy Data and Outlook; and,

· the guidelines for broadening APEC’s outreach to the business/private sector that SOM approved for ESC, CTI and EC in 1998 will be applied to TEL, other APEC Working Groups, the SMEPLG and the ATC Experts Group.
XI
Organisation and Scheduling Issues

(A) Sectoral Ministerial Meetings in 1999

(i) Ministers Responsible for Small and Medium Enterprises, Christchurch, 26-28 April 1999;

47
New Zealand reported on the preparations for the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Small and Medium Enterprises on 26-27 April 1999 in Christchurch.  SOM noted that a Business Forum will be held in conjunction with the Ministerial Meeting, providing an opportunity for open dialogue between Ministers and business delegates. 

(ii) Meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade, Auckland, 28-30 June 1999;

48
New Zealand reported on the preparations for the Meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade on 28-30 June, 1999 in Auckland.  

(B) Joint Fora, SOM II and other meetings in New Zealand

49
The SOM Chair briefed the Meeting on the upcoming APEC Joint Fora Meeting on 10 February 1999 in Wellington.  The purpose of the Joint Fora Meeting is to communicate with all APEC  Working Groups/other APEC Fora the  views, decisions and instructions from Leaders, Ministers and SOM.  Senior Officials were welcome to attend. With regard to preparations for SOM II, the SOM Chair noted the widespread interest in restructuring and focussing the agenda, and in innovative approaches such as further use of informal and thematic discussions.  The SOM Chair noted he would be giving further thought to the agenda for SOM II in Christchurch and would welcome further suggestions from colleagues. 

XII
Other Matters

Other Issues

50
Drawing on the recognition given by leaders in Kuala Lumpur to the importance of tourism and knowledge-based industries to growth and development in the next century, Korea introduced a paper on the Promotion of Tourism (attached as Annex R, at page  ).  The paper suggested that APEC should do more to address tourism issues, including through a strengthening of the Tourism Working Group and an APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting.  The SOM agreed that this was a potentially valuable area of APEC work and that Korea should develop further its thinking. Korea also called for wide participation in the APEC Investment Mart for which preparations are well underway.

Statements by Official Observers

51
SOM welcomed statements by the representatives of PECC, the South Pacific Forum and the ASEAN Secretariat.  PECC updated the SOM on PECC activities in support of the APEC process, through providing both in-depth research and analytical input, as well as business sector views.  The South Pacific Forum noted the relevance to South Pacific Forum members of much APEC work including in such areas as tariff liberalisation, EVSL, development of policy frameworks in response to the economic crisis and preparations for a new WTO round of trade negotiations.  The ASEAN Secretariat expressed close interest in the work of APEC and the synergies that existed for close cooperation with ASEAN members.

(C)
Classification of Documents

52
SOM approved the public release of those documents specified in Annex S, page  .  SOM agreed that, as had occurred at the Preparatory SOM in Singapore in December, declassified SOM documents would be made to the public  immediately.  

XIII
Adoption of the Chair’s Summary Report

53
The Chair’s Summary Conclusions were finalised based on consultations with all APEC delegations.  
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