APEC COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

SECOND MEETING FOR 2000: BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN,

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, 19-20 SEPTEMBER 2000

CHAIR’S SUMMARY RECORD OF DISCUSSION

INTRODUCTION

1. The Third and last Meeting for 2000 of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) was held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam, 19-20 September 2000.  Mr Joseph M Damond, Deputy Assistant U. S. Trade Representative chaired the meeting.  Representatives from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; the Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America and Viet Nam participated in the Meeting. The APEC Secretariat was also present.  Representatives of the ASEAN Secretariat and PECC attended as observers.  (The list of participants is attached as Annex 1, page 17.)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

2. The Committee adopted the annotated agenda as drafted.  (A copy of the agenda is attached as Annex 2, page 31). 

ADOPTION OF THE CHAIR’S SUMMARY RECORD, CTI MEETING, BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 30-31 MAY 2000

3. The Committee adopted the Chair’s Summary Record of Discussion of the CTI Meeting held on 30-31May 2000 in Bandar Seri Begawan. 

CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS
4. The CTI Chair extended a warm welcome to all delegates, including observers to the 3rd meeting of the Committee.  He expressed appreciation to Brunei Darussalam for the warm hospitality and excellent arrangements made for the CTI and associated sub-group meetings.

5. The Chair noted that the Committee had a busy agenda ahead of it over the next 2 days.  He highlighted that the meeting would aim to finalise the Committee’s 2000 Annual Report to Ministers.  He emphasised that it was incumbent on the Committee to finish its work as directed by Leaders and Ministers expeditiously for reporting back to Ministers in November through SOM.

REPORTS FROM CONVENORS

6. In the review of the progress achieved by its sub-fora in their respective work programs and their provisional plans for 2001, CTI noted that a few issues were still outstanding and needed further input from the capitals.  In this regard, the CTI requested sub-fora to resolve all outstanding issues as quickly as possible but no later than 6 October (9 October for GOS) if these elements were to be incorporated into the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers. 

a.  Tariffs/NTMs

7. The Convenor reported on the key developments/deliverables in MAG’s work as agreed at the Group’s meeting on 17 September.   (A copy of the Convenor’s Report appears as Annex 3, page 38). 

8. In the area of tariffs, MAG has agreed on a new CAP, “Undertake study in the tariffs area with respect to trade data and tariff information, including issues of particular interest to developing member economies, with a view to building capacity to participate in the WTO negotiations”. In addition, MAG is also liaising with the WTO Secretariat on the possibility of conducting a 2nd seminar on the WTO Integrated Database (IDB) in February 2001.  The proposal is presently being evaluated by the WTO’s Technical Assistance Cooperation Division.  

9. In the NTMs area, CTI reaffirmed its commitment to producing a deliverable on NTMs in response to instructions by Leaders/Ministers to intensify work on it.  It noted that MAG has agreed in principle on several new CAPs for NTMs.  These include:

· Undertake research and policy discussions on trade regulations and administrative arrangements that focus on procedural elements of trade processes.  Such research and policy discussion could be generic or sector-specific;

· Undertake a series of policy discussions on selected NTMs with a view to exploring issues surrounding their progressive reduction, and devising practical options for their progressive reduction on a voluntary basis;

· Further develop the MAG homepage of links to websites of APEC member economies dealing with trade regulations and associated administrative arrangements as a resource to business and other economies;

· Expand the MAG website by publishing other appropriate MAG papers on the website; and

· Maintain a dialogue with other APEC fora on aspects of their work programs, which address NTMs.

The Committee further noted that MAG Convenor would accept editorial comments on the above 5 agreed CAPs no later than 6 October. (Note: Subsequent to the CTI meeting, these 5 CAPs were incorporated in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers with some modifications).  In addition, MAG prepared a list of discussed ideas for future consideration and possible development into additional CAPs in 2001. 
b.  Services

10. The Convenor briefed the Committee on GOS’ work since its last meeting in May. (A copy of the Convenor’s Report appears as Annex 4, page 50).  The major activities include:

· Completion of the APEC Policy Framework for Work on Services.   Implementation of the Framework has commenced with the first Trade Facilitation Workshop on September 18;

· Review of the service-related OAA guidelines to which GOS has recommended no changes;

· Finalizing Phase I of the Menu of Options and obtaining TILF fund for Phase II; 

· Exchange of experience in applying the service chapter template endorsed in May for the e-IAP project; 
· APEC seminar of Statistical Reporting on Services Trade;

· Progressed the project on Identification of Measures Affecting Trade and Investment in Education Services for delivery in November;
· Finalized Study on Possible Economic and Technical Cooperation in the Field of Trade in Services;

· Enhancement of GOS web page at the APEC Secretariat;
· Commencement of a Project on Firm Expatriation Policy and Practice in Service Trade: the Gender Dimension; and
· Addition of  “Development and Implementation of Menu of Options” as a new CAP item. 
11. CTI endorsed the Policy Framework for Work in Services (A copy of which appears as Annex 5, page 60) and noted that GOS would finalize and submit Phase I of the Menu of Options to CTI for endorsement by 9 October.  (Note: Subsequent to the CTI meeting, Phase I of the Menu of Options was finalized and endorsed).

12. CTI also supported GOS’ recommendation that it may be appropriate for Ministers in November to recognize some of APEC’s work in services as a demonstration of APEC’s support of the WTO services negotiation.  The suggested text is attached as Annex 6, page 70. 

c.
Investment
13. Korea, on behalf of the IEG Convenor, reported on the activities undertaken by the IEG since the last meeting in May. (The Convenor’s Summary Report appears as Annex 7, page 71). These include:

· Incorporation of the Menu of Options in the CAP with the adoption of specific steps such as “cross reference between the IAPs and Menu of Options” to implement it;

· Consideration being made by the Group to expand the Menu of Options to include “intellectual property rights” and “technology transfer. IEG members have been requested to provide their comments to the Convenor by 14 October; and

· The 3rd Workshop to implement the Menu of Options held on 14 September.


14. The Committee commended the IEG for the progress made in the area of investment and confirmed the CAP and Convenor Summary Report for the investment area for inclusion in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers.  It noted that the next IEG meeting would be held in conjunction with the 6th Investment Symposium in Korea in March 2001. The major theme of the Symposium is “Restructuring the Investment in the Age of e-Business”.    CTI further noted Russia’s paper on “Investment Forum of APEC in the City of Vladivostok in 2002.  (Copy of the paper is attached Annex 8, page 77).

d.  Standards and Conformance
15. The SCSC Chair briefed the meeting on the major developments of the SCSC since the last CTI.  He also reported on the outcomes of the SCSC meeting held on 17-18 September 2000 and the SCSC-related meetings, which preceded it.  (The Convenor’s Report appears as Annex 9, page 82).

16. The Committee welcomed the good progress made in the various activities of the SCSC and endorsed the following:

(a) The Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulation and the Information Notes on Good Practice for technical Regulation

(b) A Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives between SCSC and the Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs);

(c) Revised Terms of Reference, renewing the mandates of the Sub Committee for another 3 years;

(d) SCSC’s recommendations on the revisions to the OAA Guidelines for the Standards and Conformance area;

(e) SCSC/EC dialogue to be held in conjunction with the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2001;

(f) SCSC Collective Action Plan 2000;

(g) The participation of the accreditation body of Venezuela in the pre-evaluation of MRA readiness project to be conducted in Peru on 18-29 September 2000; and 

(h) The outcomes of the 3rd APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance.

The Committee noted that the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products was in its final stages of development and agreed to an extension of the deadline to 9 October for SCSC to complete it, for inclusion in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers. (Note: Subsequent to the CTI meeting, the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products was finalized for incorporation in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers).

17. The Meeting also noted the other deliverables of SCSC for this year as follows:

 

(i) Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation(APLAC) will achieve its first APEC milestone-all developed economies will be  a signatory to the APLAC Mutual recognition Agreement by the end of 2000;

(j) The publication of the Standards-Based Management for Enterprise Competitiveness Handbook.

(k) SCSC endorsed the template for compiling regulatory profile on Foods/Medicine and related products;

(l) Comprehensive review of member economies' alignment work.  As of 1 January 2000, already 5 economies had completely aligned their standards with the 41 selected international standards in the 4 priority areas(electric and electronic equipment, food labeling, rubber products and machinery); and

(m) A Report on Food Labeling Laws, Regulations and Standards in APEC member Economies was published in September 2000.
18. The Committee agreed in-principle to the following urgent funding proposals subject to the existing APEC financial guidelines/procedures:

(n) Technical Training for APEC Testing and Calibration Laboratory Professionals; and

(o) Business-to-Government (B2G) e-Service Website for Post-Market Surveillance of SdoC.

19. The Committee thanked the SCSC Chair for his contribution in steering the work of SCSC during the year and welcomed PRC as Chair and Brunei and Mexico as Vice Chairs for 2001.

e.  Customs Procedures

20. The SCCP Chair reported on the outcome of the SCCP meeting held on 16-18 September, highlighting the progress made since the last CTI meeting in May.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 10, page 191).

21. The Committee commended the SCCP for having produced solid outcomes in the area of customs procedures, thus generating much interest in the private sector.  In this connection, the Committee endorsed: 

· SCCP’s  decisions on its action plans for 2000/2001 which include the  proposed action plans on “paperless trading” and “integrity”;

· Proposed development of a framework for the assessment and evaluation of CAP implementation;

· Draft SCCP Blueprint 2000;

· Revised draft SCCP Terms of Reference (TOR) for a renewed mandate  of  a 3-year term;

· e-IAP chapter template on customs procedures; and

· SCCP’s decision to request APEC Secretariat to check and confirm with FedEx on the possibility of renewing their contract with regard to the APEC Tariff Data Base maintenance agreement which would expire in May 2001.

22. The Committee thanked the SCCP Chair for his contribution in the work of SCCP throughout the year and welcomed PRC as Chair and Brunei and Mexico as Vice Chairs for 2001.  It also confirmed the CAP and Convenor Summary Report for the customs procedures issue area for inclusion in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers.

f.  Intellectual Property Rights

23. Japan presented the Convenor’s Report on behalf of the IPEG Convenor.  It highlighted the following major developments in the area of intellectual property rights:

· Endorsement of the WIPO Joint Recommendation Concerning Provisions on the Protection of Well-known Marks;

· Adoption of a Joint Statement on WTO/TRIPs Agreement; 

· APEC/IPEG Separate Meeting on IPR Enforcement held in Korea in July 2000; and

· 5th APEC/PFP Course to be held in Thailand from 6 November – 1 December

(A copy of the Convenor’s Report appears as Annex 11, page 250).

24. CTI noted that IPEG was in the final stages of completing a new CAP for intellectual property rights.  The meeting agreed that it would be desirable to complete the overhaul of the CAP this year and encouraged IPEG to finalize it for incorporation into the Committee’s Report to Ministers.  In this connection, CTI requested Japan to convey this message to the Convenor and IPEG members.

g.  Competition Policy/Deregulation

25. Peru reported on behalf of the Convenor the developments in this issue area since last CTI meeting in May.  Work in the issue areas of competition policy during the year focused on the implementation of the APEC Principles to Enhance Competition Policy and Regulatory Reform.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 12, page 254).

26. CTI noted that CPD will continue to focus on the implementation of Principles over next 1-2 years through development of projects oriented toward effective ways to implement them.  CPD will also continue with training activities through the APEC/PFP seminars on competition policy. 

27. CTI welcomed the agreement reached by CPD for a Co-operative Initiative on Regulatory Reform with the OECD.  The agreement is based on a series of related events in 2000 and 2001 that will be focused on the exchange of information on good regulatory practices and concepts built around a common agenda established between APEC and OECD economies.   CTI noted that the implementation of this joint program would also enforce the Road Map Initiative on “Strengthening Markets” through continued dialogue and sharing of experiences among economies from both fora dealing with the challenges of regulatory reform.

28. CTI confirmed the 2000 CAPs and Convenor Summary Report for the competition policy and deregulation issue areas for inclusion in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers.

h.  Government Procurement

29. The GPEG Chair reported on the outcome of the GPEG meeting, which was held on 15-16 September, and the developments in the area of government procurement since the last CTI meeting in May. (The Convenor’s Summary Report is attached as Annex 13, page 262).  

30. CTI noted that the Group’s work was built around the Non-Binding Principles on Government Procurement that was completed in late 1999.  The Principles provided a detailed framework for implementing the Bogor Declaration in the government procurement area. CTI further noted that work in 2000 focused on the process of voluntary reviews by economies of how their practices compared against the Principles. Four economies had undertaken reviews. Two had agreed to do the same in 2001.

31. CTI endorsed the 2000 CAP drawn up by GPEG, noting in particular, that work in 2001 would involve improving information on the state of e-Commerce use in procurement by economies, and exploring the scope for building capacity in both implementing e-procurement and developing voluntary guidelines on implementation of e-procurement in ways that will be consistent with the Non-binding Principles on Government Procurement. In addition, CTI also noted that economies, on a voluntary basis, would review how their economies compare to one Non-binding Principle at GPEG’s next meeting in 2001 and that the group selected transparency for this review.

i.  Dispute Mediation
32. The Chair presented the Convenor’s Report on work in the area of dispute mediation.  The Committee confirmed the 2000 CAP and Convenor Summary Report on Dispute Mediation for inclusion in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers. (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 14, page 268).   Noting that there was modest demand for the Guidebook, CTI agreed to the proposal to update the Guide to Arbitration and Dispute Resolution in APEC Member Economies. (The paper is attached as Annex 15, page 274).  A detailed budget proposal would be drawn up for BMC’s consideration next year.

j.  Mobility of Business People

33. Australia briefed the meeting on behalf of the IEGBM Convenor on progress achieved by the Group since its last meeting in May.  It noted that due to the insufficient response from economies implementing agreed actions and agreements in principle, the Convenor decided not to proceed with a meeting during SOM III.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 16, page 277).

34. Australia highlighted in particular, the lack of response to the three agreed surveys: (i) progress towards implementation of agreed in-principle streamlined arrangements for intra- company transfers of executives and senior managers; (ii) technical training and cooperation (evaluation and needs analysis); and (iii) current arrangements for processing specialists for temporary residence.

35. CTI noted the concern expressed that unless economies actively engage in implementing agreed actions, continued progress cannot occur.  In this regard, CTI requested members and their agencies to ensure that there is awareness of the various outstanding business mobility actions, and the need for increased efforts by economies to ensure a continuation of progress in this sub-forum.

36. CTI welcomed further increases in the number of economies participating in the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme and encouraged further economies to join the Scheme.  It noted that the scheme is an important facilitation measure for international travel and that it is important for economies who have joined the scheme to implement operational requirements quickly, pending legislative approvals where required. 

37. The Committee confirmed the CAP and Convenor Summary Report for mobility of business people issue area for inclusion in the CTI 2000 Annual Report to Ministers.

38. The United States also briefed the Committee on outcomes of the Business Mobility Group planning session on immigration facilitation, hosted by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service at its Immigration Officer Academy in Glynco, Georgia on August 29-31, 2000.  Seven member economies participated.  The session designed a plan for training in immigration facilitation, based on standards essential to transparent and open immigration systems, as the first phase of a capacity-building initiative in this area.  In future phases, APEC economies will complete follow-up self-assessments of training needs and the Group will devise a strategy for providing the needed training.

k.  Implementation of UR/ROO

39. The Chair presented the Convenor’s Report on work in the area of implementation of UR and ROO.  (A copy of the Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 17, page 284). He informed the meeting that minor modifications have been made in the CAP to reflect the work of sub-fora and the work undertaken in developing a strategic plan to build capacity to implement WTO Agreements. In line with the IAP process, the CAP issue area of Implementation of UR had also been renamed as Implementation of WTO Obligations. 

40. The meeting noted that the Chair has asked Japan, who was already largely co-ordinating the work in developing the strategic plan to build capacity to implement WTO Agreements, to consider being the focal point/convenor for this issue area.  

41. The CAPs and Convenor Summary Report for the implementation of WTO Obligations and ROO issue areas were confirmed for inclusion in the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers.

ISSUES RELATED TO THE INSTRUCTIONS BY THE LEADERS, MINISTERS AND SOM

a.  IAP Issues

42. The IAP Project Team briefed the Committee on progress made in the development of an electronic IAP or e-IAP, which included a presentation by Microsoft on the features and functionality of e-IAP system. (A copy of the progress report on the Prototype IAP Project is attached as Annex 18, page 292).   

Electronic IAP (e-IAP) system

43. CTI agreed to the Project Team’s recommendations on (i) the use of the general reporting categories provided in the draft WTO Obligations chapter presented to CTI2/SOM2; (ii) re-ordering of the Implementation of WTO Obligations (including ROOs) to chapter 11; and (iii) the proposed single reporting category for Chapter 14 Information Gathering and Analysis.  With regard to the chapter 10 Deregulation, it was agreed to adopt the recommendation of the CPD Workshop to rename it “Deregulation/Regulatory Review”.  It also agreed to refer the suggestion to use the name “regulatory reform” to the CPD Workshop for its view. 

44. CTI approved the chapter formats recommended by specialist sub-fora for submission to SOM. It recalled that the Ministers Responsible for Trade at their meeting in Darwin last June, recommended that APEC economies report as much of their 2000 IAPs as possible in the new format.  It noted that in that connection, several economies have opted to present their entire IAP in the new format in 2000. Notwithstanding this, CTI agreed that for economies that are only presenting part of their 2000 IAPs in the new format, inclusion of those chapters in the e-IAP system  would be voluntary.

45. In view that the e-IAP system incorporating the changes in the 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines will be one of the main deliverables for APEC this year, CTI agreed to proceed with the development of the system as directed by SOM thus far to ensure the delivery of a fully functional system to Ministers in November.

46. Recognizing the importance of publicizing the new e-IAP system, the CTI endorsed in principle, the Project Team’s plan to submit a proposal to launch a full range of promotion activities of the e-IAP in 2001.

ADVANCE \d3Review and Development of OAA Guidelines

47. The Committee agreed on a process, as outlined by the Chair, to take forward the work with the objective to finalise recommendations to MRT in June 2001.  (The Chair’s paper is attached as Annex 19, page 298).  In this regard, CTI Chair would welcome suggestions intersessionally by 27 October.

ADVANCE \d3Improving the Peer Review Process

48. CTI endorsed the CTI Chair’s paper on options and recommendations for improving the peer review process, incorporating comments received for submission to SOM.  (The paper is attached as Annex 20, page 301).   CTI noted that improvements to the peer review process would be an evolving exercise if it were to provide rigour and discipline to the IAP process.

49. With regard to the recommendation relating to the provision of “prompt response to questions raised in the Peer Review”, CTI agreed that for those economies who conducted their peer reviews prior to SOM III, they would endeavour to provide written responses by 16 October while those conducting their peer reviews on the margins of SOM III, will provide their responses by SOMI in 2001.

IAP Preliminary Improvements Reports 
50. CTI agreed to recommend to SOM the adoption of a standardized reporting format, to be incorporated into the e-IAP as a Summary of Improvements Made and Further Improvements Planned, replacing the Highlights and Matrix elements of the previous IAP reporting format.  It noted that this standardized tabular reporting format would be also used for the preparation of Preliminary Reports on the IAP Summary of Improvements Made and Further Improvements Planned. (The paper of which is attached as Annex 21, page 304). 

Procedure for Adding Sectoral or Cross-Cutting Annexes to the IAP

51. Australia reported on the outcome of its intersessional consultations with member economies on the proposal to adopt a procedure to augment the IAP with sectoral or cross-cutting annexes.  While the views expressed diverged widely, CTI noted that there was a common view that at this point in time it was not appropriate to be considering adding annexes to the e-IAP structure.  In this regard, CTI agreed not to proceed any further with this proposal.

b.  EVSL

52. The Committee reviewed progress made in the implementation of the agreed NTMs, facilitation and ecotech work programmes of the EVSL sectors and noted the completion, near completion and commencement of several projects. (A summary table on the work plans and/or further progress made in the various sectors is attached as Annex 22, page 307).

53. CTI also noted that much of the EVSL work is captured in the mainstream activities of CTI and its sub-fora and hence may be of value to look into streamlining the reporting requirements on EVSL.  It was agreed that the CTI Chair would look into this issue.

54. CTI agreed to a proposal by the Asia-Pacific Chemical Industry Coalition (APCIC) to set up a Chemical Dialogue and requested the US, as coordinator, to develop the Terms of Reference for the Dialogue for CTI’s review and possibly SOM’s and begin planning for the 1st meeting of the Dialogue.

55. CTI also agreed that on the broader issue of business/private sector participation, the CTI Chair would consult informally with members and SOM Chair about the development of guidelines for such participation in CTI.

c.  Strengthening Markets

56. CTI took note of the reports by individual lead economies on the progress achieved in the implementation of APEC Road Map on Strengthening Markets.  (The reports are attached as Annexes 23, 24, 25, 26, page 323, 331, 344, 356).  The initiatives undertaken include:

· Development of a Cooperation Framework for Strengthening Economic Legal Infrastructure.   The APEC Symposium on Strengthening Economic Legal Infrastructure co-hosted by Indonesia, Japan and Australia in Jakarta on 20-21 July “kick-started” this initiative;

· 2000 APEC SME and New Business Support Workshop, hosted by Brunei Darussalam and Japan in Tokyo on 5-8 September; and 

· Japan-Brunei Darussalam APEC Joint Seminar on Strengthening Human Resources Development for Structural Reform held in Bandar Seri Begawan on 12-13 September.

57. With respect to the Cooperation Framework, CTI noted that the co-ordinating economies have requested for comments no later than end-September and encouraged members to do so in order for the Framework to be finalized for submission to Ministers in November.

58. CTI noted that Japan would establish a “Cooperation Program” of “Evolving Cooperation Initiative for SME and New Business Support” and report to November Leaders and Ministerial Meetings.

59. CTI Chair noted that “Strengthening Markets, in particular, the issue of legal infrastructure” did not fit neatly into the work programs of any single sub-fora or OAA category.  He suggested that CTI might want to consider organizing the work as part of its own work program. This would ensure that the roles of CTI and its sub-fora are factored into the implementation of the Road Map given that CTI and its sub-fora were already conducting a fair bit of work under it.

d.  Trade Facilitation

60. The convenor reported on the outcome of 2nd meeting of the Ad–hoc Task Force held on 18 September to consider the development of the APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation.  (The Convenor’s Report is attached as Annex 27, page 366).

61. CTI noted that the Ad-hoc Task Force has drawn up a list of core elements of trade facilitation principles based on contributions from member economies and sub-fora and welcomed the intention of the Task Force to intensify its work with a view to making substantive progress by mid-2001. 

62. Canada reported on the outcomes of the APEC Workshop on Trade Facilitation: New Directions and the Development Challenge held on 13-14 September in Singapore.  (A copy of the report is attached as Annex 28, page 372).  It highlighted the following conclusions drawn:

(p) APEC would benefit from looking at trade facilitation from a horizontal perspective; 

(q) APEC needs to involve the private/business sector in all trade facilitation efforts;

(r) APEC should better communicate its trade facilitation work to the businesses; and

(s) APEC to strengthen work on technical cooperation for trade facilitation.

63. CTI thanked Canada for its report and noted that a full report would be submitted to the Ministerial Meeting in November.  The Chair requested Canada to put together the ideas and recommendations which came out of the Workshop for further consideration by the CTI and its sub-fora at their next meetings.

e.  Strengthening of the Multilateral System
64. Japan reported on the progress achieved in the initiatives relating (a) a strategic plan to build capacity in APEC related to the Implementation of the WTO Agreements and (b) a survey of existing sub-regional trade agreements and bilateral investment treaties. Peru reported on the outcome of the APEC Seminars on New Areas (Investment and Competition) it co-hosted  with Japan in Lima on 23 August.  (The Report is attached as Annex 29, page 380).

65. CTI welcomed the work already underway, including the preparations for a 2nd seminar on Investment and Competition to be held in the Philippines in late November.  CTI noted that this work as co-ordinated by Japan would be an important contribution to the work/efforts in the WTO to build confidence in the multilateral trading system. 
f.
Communicating the Impact of Trade Liberalization
66. There were no briefings on communication initiatives undertaken by member economies.

g.
APEC Food System 

67. The Chair briefed the Committee on his report to SOM on the implementation of the APEC Food System recommendations by the sub-fora identified in the tasking matrix adopted at SOMI.

h.
TILF Activities/Issues in Other APEC Fora

68. The Committee took note of the Report on TILF Activities in Other APEC Fora to be incorporated as Appendix II to the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers.  (A copy is attached as Annex 30, page 390). 

i.  TILF Outcomes

69. The Committee confirmed for inclusion as Appendix III to the 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers, the Matrix of 2000 TILF Outcomes across APEC fora. (A copy of which is attached as Annex 31, page 402).

j.
CTI’s Draft 2000 Annual Report to Ministers

70. The appendices and contents of the main text of the draft 2000 CTI Annual Report to Ministers were discussed under Agenda Items 4; 5(a) – 5(e) and 5(h) – 5(i).   CTI agreed to submit the Report for SOM’s approval and onward transmission to Ministers, noting that members/convenors may submit any final editorial refinements/comments before the close of business on 6 October (Singapore time).

AGENCY REPORTS

APEC Secretariat

71. The APEC Secretariat briefed CTI on the implementation of 1999 and 2000 APEC funded CTI projects and the outcomes of the July BMC meeting, drawing particular attention to the following BMC decisions:

(t) AGGI's proposal that the inputs/comments on the Gender Criteria be attached to the project proposal and the evaluation report; and 

(u) The proposal with respect to the procedure and criteria for use of uncommitted reserves in the TILF Special Account.  

(The APEC Secretariat Report is attached as Annex 32, page 431).

PECC
72. PECC briefed the Meeting on the key areas of work that was of interest to the Committee.  These include (a) the intensive work undertaken by PECC with GOS on the development of Menu of Options; (b) the initiation of a new project on comparison of elements of competition policy among selected APEC members; (c) proposals for an update of 1995 edition of Impediments Report; and (d) further work on the analysis of regional trading arrangements.

TRADE POLICY DIALOGUE
73. The Committee had an informal discussion on “APEC and the New Economy”, stimulated by discussion papers and/or presentations from Australia; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; Chinese Taipei and the United States of America.  Members had a useful exchange of views on areas, which could contribute to SOM/Ministers’ discussions on the subject, including the possibility of developing a framework to take forward work. The Chair thanked the United States of America for co-ordinating the preparations of the trade policy dialogue, and chairing the session. 

74. The Committee noted that the CTI Chair would consult with economies intersessionally on the possible topics for the Trade Policy Dialogue at the first CTI Meeting in 2001 and advise members in writing on the timetable for this.  The Chair suggested that members might want to take into account the on-going work in the APEC and consider topics that are most relevant and can help APEC to organise its work. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Review of the TILF Information Directory
75. CTI agreed to adopt the recommendations as set forth in the APEC Secretariat’s Paper on the “Review of the TILF Information Directory”, viz.:

(v) To discontinue with updating of the TILF Information Directory on the APEC Website; and

(w) To report and update annually, the information on the TILF publications by APEC fora and member economies in conjunction with CAP and IAP reporting in the area of Information Gathering and Analysis.


(The paper is attached as Annex 33, page 449).

FUTURE MEETINGS

76. The Committee noted that the next CTI Meeting would be held in February 2001 in Beijing.

MEETING DOCUMENTS
77. The Committee considered the public release of documents tabled at the meeting. It was agreed by consensus that, with immediate effect, all documents would be accessible to the public with the exception of those papers which would be released following Ministerial approval in November and other draft documents and discussion papers relating to the Trade Policy Dialogue to which access would remain restricted. (The list of documents is attached as Annex 34, page 458.)

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
78. The Chair concluded by thanking all participants for their contribution in advancing the APEC’s work on the TILF agenda. He expressed his gratitude to the departing CTI Vice-Chair, Ms Jan Adams for her active involvement and significant contribution to CTI’s work program.

79. The Committee reiterated its gratitude to Brunei Darussalam for the hospitality and practical support that had been provided to the meeting.

Office of the Chair

APEC Committee on Trade and Investment

September 2000
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