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1. The 12th Meeting of the Group on Services was held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam, on 28-29 May 2000. The Meeting was chaired by the Acting GOS Convenor, Dr. Connie G.H. Yang of Chinese Taipei.

2. Representatives from the following economies attended the Meeting: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; the Philippines; the Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America and Viet Nam; The APEC Secretariat was also present and PECC attended as Observer. A list of Participants is attached to this record as Annex A.

I.      ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

3. The Draft Agenda was adopted without modification.

II.
CONVENOR’S OPENING REMARKS

4. The Acting Convenor welcomed all delegates and expressed her personal gratitude for the support given by members to Chinese Taipei’s continuation of Convenorship, with a view to completing the Broader Policy Framework. She noted however, that in order to enhance the participation in the GOS activities and bring in new momentum to the GOS process, it is very important for the GOS’ Convenorship to rotate from member to member regularly. She strongly urged member economies to consult inter-sessionally both among members and with their respective capitals by SOM III to search for the prospective candidate for next Convenorship.

5. The Convenor then expressed her intention to assist the GOS to deliver the Broader Policy Framework at the earliest possibility and see through Phase I of the Menu of Options. She also sought members’ continuous support and cooperation so that the GOS could function more efficiently.

III. DISCUSSION OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BROADER POLICY      FRAMEWORK

6. The GOS Acting Convenor introduced and outlined the revised Draft Policy Framework for Work on Services (2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/003). The paper intends to facilitate discussion toward the finalization of the broader policy framework. 

7. There were extensive discussions by members on the Draft, especially on the sections of “Principles” and “Substantive Work.” Some text was clarified during the meeting to avoid unnecessary confusion or implication. It included, inter alia, (1) the CTI’s mandate to develop the Framework for APEC as a whole, with a view to better coordinating all service-related fora and establishing service work plan for APEC,  (2) the requirement to comply with the APEC guidelines for private sector involvement, (3)the list of work items is not exhaustive, and (4) the responsibilities of the GOS for work on both horizontal and agreed specific sectors other than tourism, telecommunication, transportation, and energy services.

8. A suggestion was made to change the mechanism of liaison points for the service-related fora/sub-fora and the provision of progress reports to GOS. In response, the Acting Convenor clarified that the reason for having liaison points was to provide a channel for delegates attending GOS meetings to have better access to information relating to developments in other APEC service-related fora. The liaison points could serve as a responsibility sharing mechanism as well as means to enhance cooperation and experience sharing amongst the APEC service-related fora. Moreover, if there was a major development in a service-related fora/subfora or if there were issues useful to the Group, the Convenor would have a means to seek more information from other Groups. 

9. The Program Director for the GOS added that instead of serving the liaison point for all service-related fora as proposed by some member, he would recommend that the APEC Secretariat distributed information of other service-related fora regularly to the relevant liaison points and update the GOS as well as the Convenor on the changes of the liaison points due to the changes of convenorship/chairmanship of other service-related fora. Through such assistance, he believed that the concerns over difficulties in locating liaison points arising from the changes of convenorship/ chairmanship could be eliminated. The work of the liaison points could also be lessened, he noted, because the liaison points would have the preliminary information for assessment and were only required to approach the convenors/chairmen of their own economies where the need arose. 

10. The Convenor further explained that the reporting burden upon the liaison points could be even lessened given the fact that reports of a liaison point would not be required unless the Convenor or the liaison point itself felt the need due to the possibility of work duplication or to the contrary, possible work cooperation in service area. The GOS then agreed to maintain the liaison point mechanism in the Framework.

11. Despite the settlement of the above issues, three issues remained outstanding before the finalization of the Broader Policy Framework by SOM III in September 2000. The issues were: (1) the principle of balance, (2) the work item on competition policy and (3) collective action to be undertaken.

12. On the principle of balance, which was required to be maintained among three pillars, namely liberalization, facilitation and ECOTECH, some members noted the need to progress work on facilitation and ECOTECH while some others stressed the importance to have progressive liberalization at a pace commensurate with individual economy’s level of development. The Bogor Goals were also cited for the acknowledgement of different progressive liberalization goals based on individual priorities.  

13. On the work item about applying competition policy to service trade, some members had different views on whether the APEC Principles to Enhance Competition and Regulatory Reform included strengthening competition policy in the global market. On one hand, some members felt that the set of Principles did not exclude issues related to competition policy in the global market. Therefore, adding the phrase of “including strengthening competition policy in the global market” to that particular work item would run the risk of mis-interpreting the Principles. In addition, the GOS would not be an appropriate forum to interpret the Principles because the task should be left to the Competition Policy and Deregulation Workshop (“CPD”). 

14. On the other hand, some members re-iterated the importance of strengthening competition policy in a global market, especially for service trade, given that the traditional focus of competition policy, they felt, was limited to the competition within the domestic market of economies. The Acting Convenor recommended the GOS to settle the issue inter-sessionally without jeopardizing the progress of the agenda. 

15. The GOS agreed that the Convenor would solicit opinions from the CPD on whether the phrase suggested to be added would become redundant to the APEC Competition Principles in place. If so, the phrase would not go into the text. However, the Convenor noted if the phrase could go into the text, whether it would be the CPD or the GOS, or both fora together working on the item would be another issue. To avoid duplication, the GOS agreed also that the Convenor would consult the CPD on whether strengthening competition policy in the global market particularly for services trade would duplicate the work done or to be done by the CPD. If so, the last issue required to be clarified with the CPD was whether joint efforts in this regard would be complementary. The Convenor also urged members to consult their domestic competition experts on the above to help clarify the issue more effectively. 

16. On the Collective Actions, some members believed that the addition of any specific sector to the existing four sectors, i.e. telecommunication, tourism, transportation and energy services (the so-called 3T+E) for collective actions required consensus of all APEC economies. Some others argued that while the OAA guidelines mandated to “continue to seek Collective Actions in other sectors,” it already authorized the sector-specific approach for APEC to advance service work.  

17. The Acting Convenor noted that it would be unreasonable to block unilateral or voluntary action on any specific sector other than 3T+E, such as individual action plan and volunteering information in forum discussion either on measures affecting trade and investment or on economies’ liberalization experience in specific sector. She believed that the APEC process encouraged such action instead. However, in order to move the APEC service work more smoothly, it would be more appropriate, she stressed, for each service-related fora/subfora to reach consensus before collective actions in specific sector other than 3T+E could be undertaken. Given that the APEC was not a forum for negotiation, she urged members to consider this outstanding issue in a more practical manner, with a view to finalizing the Policy Framework by SOM III in September, so as to meet the deadline for year 2000 deliverables.

18. Given that the Policy Framework could not be finalized this time, the Convenor postponed to next GOS meeting the deliberation on the need and the way to better define OAA guidelines. 

IV.
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SERVICES COLLECTIVE ACTION PLAN

CAP b):
Gather and analyze information on the services section contained within the Individual Action Plans

19. Australia briefed the meeting on progress in the development of the electronic IAP, with special reference to the Services Chapter Prototype Template. It was reported that technical assistance would be provided to six developing APEC economies on a bilateral basis. Given the broad usefulness of the initial seminar to all APEC member economies, the first day and a half of the seminar would be opened to all APEC members on a self-funded basis.

20. Some generic issues raised by members were responded as follows, inter alia:

· Concern 1: difficulties in managing the Format Guidelines given the short timeframe for digestion of complex Guidelines,

R:
The prototype IAP was identified as a key deliverables for APEC Leaders Meeting this year. In order to complete the development of the software to support an electronic web-site based presentation of the prototype IAP, the time available for each economy to study the templates was limited. However, the seminar to be held in July would be helpful through lectures and practical exercises.

· Concern 2: onerous burden on member economies for inclusion of base year information and cumulative improvements, which might not be useful to business community,

R:
Inclusion of base year information and cumulative improvements would be important for assessment of the progress towards Bogor Goals and for economies to receive credit for liberalization efforts undertaken before 200. Although preparation of the information required extra efforts, it would be a once-off task. In addition, the business community could be interested in such information for it would show the policy trend of economies.

· Concern 3: the possibility for several entries to repeat the same information  or being blank (the so-called “Blank Boxes” problem) given the tabular structure of the prototype IAP,

R:
For information to be repeated in different entries, cross-reference or hyper-link to other entry or chapter could be used to save efforts. For example, to retrieve the information on competition policy only required to click the hypertext placed at the top of the table to link to the Competition Policy chapter. 

21. Australia also noted that some members commented specifically on the service Chapter template, including

· The acquisition of real estate was more related to investment and therefore would be more appropriate to be under the category of “other generic restrictions” to the category of “Foreign Investment.”

· The prompt language indicating “special taxation arrangements” was proposed by some member for deletion given the possible implication of infringement on economies’ taxing power for revenue need.

· “Other generic restrictions” might look negative, and could be refined as  “other generic requirements”. 

22. The Convenor then drew the Group’s attention to the fact that the service chapter template circulated for the meeting had already been revised and now only required information on cumulative improvements in general rather than in specific sectors. With such modification, she believed that the preparation of the information would become much less burdensome than some member economies originally expected. 

23. Regarding the inquiry on the relation between the prototype IAP and the Menu of Option under development, the Convenor recalled the Group to the discussion last time that it could work two ways. On the one hand, the prototype IAP could serve as a valuable resource for the Menu of Option to draw reference. On the other hand, the options provided in the Menu would be practices that economies could include in their individual action plan on a voluntary basis.

24. Australia further reported that it would prepare all of its 2000 IAP chapters in the prototype format. Canada also reported that its economy would start to use the template for its 2000 IAP service chapter and urged each economy to start doing so in order for member economies to work together for problem identification and resolution. The Convenor welcomed such indication. She stressed that some of the problems based on estimation might fade away through actual use of the template and then the Group could best use its resource for the remaining problems.   

25. Australia then clarified that the prototype would not be a static instrument, but would rather evolve over-time, and the GOS would be able to add/delete criteria of the services chapter template through a recommendation to the CTI in the future based on member economies' experience of use. In the light of such clarification, the Convenor concluded that it would be more productive for the Group to start trying the prototype for IAP service chapter than continue discussion on issues not ripe for solution. She also expected that members would feel more comfortable with the prototype after participating in the introductory seminar or seeing the presentation of IAP service chapter in the prototype format by some other economies.   

26. In response to the inquiry on the cost to have Microsoft to help with the software, Singapore and Australia informed that if the consultation held with Microsoft could go through, then Microsoft would assist without charge but seek recognition of its contribution by displaying its sponsorship on the web site.

CAP c):  Identification of measures affecting trade and investment in all service sectors

27. The United States presented a paper (2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/022) to the meeting on electronic supply of retail services. It explained that the paper would be an addendum to its previous paper on “Best Practices for Retail Distribution” given the fact that electronic commerce was simply another form of delivery for all goods and services, including retail distribution.

28. The GOS took note of the suggestion made by the paper that the most important practice economies can embrace to encourage the use and development of this medium is reducing restrictions on investment in and operation of basic and value-added telecommunications networks. The GOS also noted that safeguards against monopoly and former monopoly telecom suppliers with an interest in restricting supply so as to increase prices was key to permit innovative distribution services to emerge.

29. Australia and New Zealand provided the meeting with a progress report (2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/005) on the self-funded project titled “Identification of Measures Affecting Trade and Investment in Education Services,” which was also one of the GOS 2000 deliverables. It was informed that the selection of the consultant to develop and implement the project had been completed. The consultant is currently preparing the survey instrument for participating members to comment. The survey to identify measures affecting trade and investment in education services will be distributed soon after the commenting process is over. 

30. The Convenor reported on the responses received from relevant fora with respect to the United States’ paper presented at the last GOS meeting on international air delivery services. Comments received from the Competition Principles and Deregulation Workshop (CPD) mentioned that from a competition perspective, the paper should include the full range of competitive safeguards, and include those for restrictive trade practices, and mergers and acquisitions.

31. Comments were also received from SCCP and TPTWG respectively. The SCCP advised the GOS not to undertake any work on the area of customs procedures of the express consignment service. The TPTWG requested the GOS to refrain from any substantive work on this topic until the TPTWG has completed its current review of eight recommendations for air services liberalization. [Note: TPTWG’s comment was received by the Convenor after the GOS meeting and would be circulated to all GOS members for information.]  The GOS agreed to leave these areas to the relevant fora.

CAP d): Compile information on Services Trade Statistics

32. China presented the meeting with a progress report on the APEC Seminar of Statistical Reporting on Service Trade, to be held in Tianjing, China on 14-17 August 2000. The meeting then approved the Draft Agenda for the Seminar. (Doc. 2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/007) 

CAP e): To improve the understanding of the impact of the liberalization of services

33. Both Thailand and Indonesia made presentation on the liberalization of their financial    (banking) services for reference. (Doc. 2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/008 and 2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/021) The meeting welcomed the reports. A paper titled “A Study on International Trade Liberalization in Tourism Services in the Framework of GATT/GATS, APEC, AFAS/ASEAN” (2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/009) was also submitted by Indonesia to the GOS for reference. 

34. The Convenor expressed the gratitude and interest of the GOS to Thailand and Indonesia. Member economies were encouraged to continue the process of voluntary information sharing during the next GOS Meeting in September 2000.

Cap g):
Pursuant to SOM instructions, GOS will provide support to the ongoing EVSL initiatives

35. With regard to the incorporation of service element of the EVSL Environmental initiatives into the GOS’ work plan as mandated by CTI/SOM last time, the core group for initial assessment led by the U.S. provided with the GOS a report. In the report, it was noted that for the time being, no further work could be undertaken by the GOS given that the discussion in the WTO on this issue seemed to be progressing. However, the core group suggested that APEC took some of the credit for any future liberalization efforts in the WTO arising through this methodology. The GOS adopted the core group’s report and endorsed its recommendation that the GOS should continue monitoring the developments in the WTO to ensure that if the need arises the GOS can assist with the ongoing work on environmental services.

CAP h): Enhance transparency in Services sectors

36. The website core group led by Chinese Taipei presented a report (Doc. 2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/011) on the follow-up works of the APEC GOS website which included: 

completion of the work assigned by the Group last time,  

the list of economies' domestic service-related websites and international service-related websites provided by members for links since last meeting,

a proposed restructure of the presentation of the GOS website pages with APEC Secretariat, and 

an initial assessment of GOS' responsibility for its web page to add links to other web sites.

37. Based on the understanding that there would be no intellectual property right infringement for simply providing hyperlinks on its web page to other web sites, the GOS agreed the list of web sites reported by Chinese Taipei for hyperlink to the GOS web page. Regarding whether the Secretariat should inform for courtesy the relevant fora whose web site would be linked to the GOS' web page, it was agreed that the Secretariat could take the initiative in doing so provided that the work on provision of hyperlink would not therefore be delayed.

38. The Convenor encouraged members to continue suggesting other international service-related websites useful to the Group and actively provide domestic service-related websites so that the web page of the GOS could be more substantial and further facilitate the service work of GOS. As the website core group completed its work, it was agreed that the core group could be dissolved and the Convenor should continue supervise the frequent updating of the web page by the Secretariat.

CAP i):
Continue discussion of issues related to possible APEC principles of guidelines that may be necessary to achieve free and open trade and investment in this area

39. Hong Kong China, being the Convenor of the Ad Hoc Taskforce on Development of APEC Trade Facilitation Principles was invited to update the Group about the progress of the work. The GOS noted that the background documents compiled by the Secretariat for Ad Hoc Taskforce focused principally on goods trade and Customs facilitation. It was agreed that any definition of trade facilitation developed by APEC should include services-related elements. 

40. In considering whether the “Elements to be Incorporated in the APEC Non-Binding Principles on Trade Facilitation” which was submitted by the SCCP to the Ad Hoc Taskforce for its reference would be also applicable to service-trade facilitation, the GOS felt positively except that the element of “integrity” might not be so relevant to service trade. However, the GOS also noted that the current drafting of the explanation paragraphs after the nine elements would require some amendment or additions to incorporate service related elements and further principles specific to services trade might emerge. 

41. Given that both the Menu of Options under development and the GOS' trade facilitation workshop planned along with next meeting could provide valuable inputs on service-trade facilitation principles, the Convenor concluded that the outcomes from these processes or intersessional exchange could be fed into the Ad Hoc Taskforce. It was also agreed that New Zealand would on behalf of the GOS participate in the Ad Hoc Taskforce meeting to be held in the afternoon of 29 May and summarize the Group' relevant discussion for the reference of the Ad Hoc Taskforce.

CAP j):
 Monitor, and where possible and appropriate, contribute to the WTO’s work on services

42. The Meeting discussed the way to implement Indonesia’s previous proposal, i.e. a study of the benefits or impacts derived from services trade liberalization, particularly to developing economies. After careful consideration and inputs from the APEC Secretariat, it was agreed that Indonesia should proceed to circulate a APEC TILF funded Project Proposal inter-sessionally as soon as possible in order to meet the deadline set by CTI for project ranking. To facilitate the preparation of the Proposal, the Convenor urged member to provide Indonesia with relevant information. Given the importance of the project, the GOS was advised by the Convenor to consider the possibility of alternative funding for the Project, e.g. sponsored by economies working on ECOTECH projects, in case the deadline for BMC approval could not be met. 
43. Japan briefed the meeting with regards to the proposal of capacity building as “APEC’s Contribution to WTO”. (Doc. 2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/024) The purpose of the project is to facilitate the implementation of WTO Agreements and the integration of developing economies into the multilateral trading system and to alleviate the concerns and burdens of developing economies of APEC to participate in a new round. Japan will proceed to distribute a questionnaire after endorsement on the project by APEC Trade Ministers.

V.
OTHER BUSINESS

44. The Meeting welcomed Australia’s Paper on Innovation in Services. (Doc. 2000/SOM2/CTI/GOS/013) Some member suggested that the GOS should explore the possibility to include the subject into the Menu of Option currently under development. Given that the subject had been discussed twice and the information provided was far than enough for evaluation, the Convenor concluded that the Group should have concrete thoughts by SOM III on how to include the subject into its work plan. She urged members to reflect on this issue inter-sessionally with efforts.

45. The United States briefed the meeting with regards to the outcomes of the IEG’s Seminar held in Shanghai in March 2000. The Convenor thanked for the information and stressed the strong relevance of IEG's work to the service trade for commercial presence was so attached to investment. She expected the liaison point with the IEG to play a bigger role so that the two fora could cooperate with each other more closely with a view to better facilitating services trade.    

46. An expert from the SOM Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Gender Integration made a presentation to the GOS on the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC. The group supported such initiative and also discussed the efforts that GOS could undertake either through the Policy Framework or the Menu of Option to contribute to the process. The meeting also agreed to support the incorporation of gender segregated information as well as gender sensitive information in the evaluation of APEC Project undertakings. 

47.  The Convenor recommended review of two documents, which had been submitted to CTI to meet the deadline set by the CTI without prior consultation with members. They were "Forecast of 2000 TILF Outcomes" and "Convenor’s Summary Report to the Second CTI Meeting." Some changes were advised due to the change of schedule of the Statistical Seminar and the assessment report of the EVSL environment service core group. Both documents were adopted. [Note: Based on some last-minute suggestions, the "Convenor's Summary Report" was further expanded in the part of "Progress in the review and strengthening process for CAPs" to reflect the actual discussion of the meeting. Such revision (2000/SOM2/CTI/004/rev.1) was attached hereto for members' endorsement for adoption.] 

48. The Meeting then proceeded to discuss the request of the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility of People (BMG) for the GOS' opinions on the work to be included into BMG' agenda. Recognizing the great relevance of mobility of business people to the GOS' work and some areas in which the BMG could make valuable contributions, it was agreed that the Convenor on behalf of the GOS recommended the BMG to explore the following: 

a common understanding on terms like “intra-corporate transferees”, “specialists” and “key personnel” and “temporary entry of business people”; 

· the scope and application of economic needs tests, including their transparency; 

· least-trade distorting means of achieving border management policy objectives regarding the movement of natural persons, and 

· general capacity building and transparency initiatives.

49. Given that the Menu of Options under development included concrete steps on the movement of natural persons in its facilitation segment and could serve as a useful reference to the BMG, the GOS also agreed that such information could be provided to the BMG when the Menu was more complete.

VI.
AGENCY REPORTS

50. The APEC Secretariat briefed the Meeting with regards to the implementation of the new APEC Secretariat web-site, as well as the new business web-site named BIZAPEC.com. The GOS also was informed on the outcomes of the last BMC Meeting held in Singapore and the process for submission of new Project Proposals for the next BMC meeting to be held in July 2000. 

VII
FUTURE MEETING

51. The Secretariat reported that the next GOS Meeting would be held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam on 17-18 September 2000. In order to start implementing some of the work items in the Draft Policy Framework, the Convenor proposed to hold a workshop on services trade facilitation along with next meeting. To avoid duplication of the workshop to be held by Canada on trade facilitation in September, Canadian delegate was invited to brief the Group on the workshop proposed by Canada. It was concluded that the two workshops would complement each other and therefore, the GOS should proceed with the proposal for workshop. The Convenor encouraged members to volunteer papers or invite domestic experts to contribute papers. She also tentatively scheduled September 18 for the workshop.  

VIII
MEETING DOCUMENTS DISTRIBUTION

52. The GOS agreed to make public and upload to the web-site some of the documents tabled and discussed in the Meeting.

IX.
PECC PRESENTATION ON INITIAL DRAFT OF THE “MENU OF OPTIONS”

53. The PECC presented the Group the preliminary structure of the Menu of Options based on the Group's previous consensus and several members' inter-sessional inputs. In clarifying some member's inquiry on how the non-sector specific approach adopted by the Menu could work, the Convenor recalled the Group to the facts that it was mandated by the GOS previously rather than suggested by the PECC and that there were still measures with a cross-cutting nature available. 

54. Several members indicated the need of refinement or reconsideration of some ideas. They included as follows, 

the word of "model" would be too strong, 

the word of "country" should be replaced with "economies" as a general practice in APEC, 

"tax arrangements" should not be included, and 

"privatization" would be better treated as a optional measure for market access rather than a segment equivalent to national treatment or market access under the liberalization pillar. The PECC noted these suggestions.

55. Japan, as one of the leads of the sub-group in charge of the development of the ECOTECH part of the Menu pledged its support to the Menu and expressed its willingness to undertake a project on its own for a study of the possible ECOTECH in services trade. The GOS welcomed such initiative. In order for timely incorporation of the outcomes of the study into the Menu by SOM III, the Convenor recommended the progress of the project to be conveyed to the PECC regularly during inter-sessions. Japan noted such recommendation. [Note: After the meeting, Japan indicated its willingness to lend the project to the GOS for its 2000 deliverables given that the project was scheduled to be completed by SOM III. The Convenor therefore reported to the CTI for such possible addition. An email seeking members' endorsement on such addition will be circulated soon along with Japan's project proposal.]

56. The GOS Convenor expressed the gratitude for members' valuable supports and comments and encouraged more inputs in the future. She requested members to provide comments on the draft Menu of Options by 10th July 2000, by forwarding an email to the United States and PECC. She further stressed the importance to have the Menu of Options (First Phase) completed by SOM III to meet the deadline for deliverables and indicated that a reminder email would be circulated by 1st July. [Note: After careful assessing the progress of the Menu development up to now and the limited resources member economies could contribute to the process, the Convenor deemed that there was a need to make the Second Phase of the Menu a project and seek 2001 TILF fund. Given the approaching deadline for the BMC approval, the Convenor requested Chinese Taipei to undertake the project proposing work immediately in order to meet the deadline the CTI set for project ranking. The project proposal will be circulated to GOS members by 10th June for endorsement and ranking.] 

X.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

57. The Convenor indicated that a revised Draft Policy Framework for Work on Services would be circulated by email among members soon after the adjournment of the GOS meeting. In order to finalize the Policy Framework by SOM-III, the Convenor requested members to send in their comments by the deadline set in the circulating email [note: which would be 15th July, 2000] with the view to deleting the bracket and making the bracketed text final. The Convenor also requested to reflect on the issue whether the OAA needed to be refined in the light of the Policy Framework so that the Group could reach a conclusion next time pursuant to the mandates of CTI/SOM.

58. The Convenor reported that the Summary Record of Discussion would be circulated soon after it was available and requested members to confirm it by the deadline set in the circulation email. 

59. Regarding the Menu of Options, the Convenor urged members to meet the deadline of 10th July and requested the leads of each sub-group to play active roles in terms of coordination and generating ideas. She also reminded the project overseer of the Education project that the self-funded project, as the Phase I of the Menu of Options, was one of the GOS 2000 deliverables, and should meet the deadline of SOM III for deliverable. 

60. Finally, the Convenor expressed her wish that members would extend their assistance or at least respond positively to the request made by Chinese Taipei, on behalf of the Convenor, for the Workshop on trade facilitation. She looked forward to seeing a constructive workshop, which could further the work of the GOS substantially.
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