COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF

THE MARKET ACCESS GROUP

17 SEPTEMBER 2000, BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN


The 6th Meeting of the Market Access Group (MAG) was held on 17 September 2000 in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.  The Meeting was chaired by Ms Ng Kim Neo from Singapore.  20 APEC member economies, PECC and the APEC Secretariat were represented
.  The APEC Secretariat was present to assist the Meeting.  The list of attendees is attached as Annex 1. 

Adoption of Agenda

2.
The Group adopted the annotated agenda (Annex 2).  Despite the lengthy work programme, members agreed that MAG would attempt to complete its agenda within the day to accommodate economies with small delegations who have to cover various other APEC fora meetings prior to SOM III. 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 5th MEETING OF THE MAG, Bandar Seri Begawan, 18 FEBRUARY 2000

3.
The Group noted the Summary Record of the 5th Meeting of the MAG, Bandar Seri Begawan, 18 February 2000 (Annex 3).  This was adopted intersessionally via circulation on 26 February 2000.

IMPLEMENTATION OF COLLECTIVE ACTION PLANS ON TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES

Tariffs

APEC Tariff Database (TDB)

4.
The APEC Secretariat highlighted two aspects of its report on the APEC TDB (Annex 4), i.e., (i) proposal by users to add more information in the database, and (ii) provide timely updates for the TDB.

5.
The MAG Convenor urged members to update their relevant information in order to ensure TDB’s continued relevance to the business community, particularly in view of the fact that the TDB was one of APEC’s most successful outcomes for the business community.  The report on the TDB reflected the status of details provided by member economies on the relevant contact points and internet addresses linked to the customs website.  The MAG Convenor urged the Meeting to provide missing information to the Secretariat by 15 October 2000.  To meet user proposals, members were also requested to examine their respective submissions and ensure that information was complete.  Suitable Ecotech projects could be undertaken to assist members in meeting any technical gaps.  MAG will also liaise with SCCP and seek feedback on progress.  

WTO Integrated Database (IDB)

6.
The 5th MAG Meeting requested the MAG Convenor to liaise with the WTO Secretariat on the possibility of having a 2nd seminar for APEC members on the WTO IDB.  MAG Convenor briefed the meeting on her correspondences with the WTO Secretariat’s Statistics Division on the possibility of having this seminar in February 2001, just prior to the MAG Meeting.  The WTO Technical Assistance Cooperation Division is in the process of evaluating MAG’s request for funds to be made available from the WTO Technical Assistance Programme to cover the cost (airfare, accommodation and per diem) of sending WTO Secretariat staff to conduct the seminar.  

7.
MAG explored the possibility of having the 2-day seminar in Beijing, PRC.  MAG Convenor will consult PRC on the logistics and will inform members on the outcome.  MAG Convenor will continue to liaise with the WTO Secretariat on this matter, including the coverage of the seminar and exploring the possibility of including an overview of the Consolidated Tariff Schedule project.  The Meeting was referred to the WTO Committee on Market Access report on the Status of Submission to the WTO IDB (Annex 5).  To ensure the credibility of the data in the WTO IDB, member economies were urged to contribute or update the relevant data to the WTO IDB.

Accelerated Tariff Liberalisation (ATL) Initiative

8.
The US briefed on its paper on ATL Analytical Data (Annex 6) which illustrated possible areas of trade and tariff analysis.  Most members were of the view that such analysis should be broadened to cover other sectors, particularly those of interest to developing economies.  This would contribute to the WTO process and support the Darwin Ministers Responsible for Trade Meeting’s reaffirmation of strong commitment for early launch of a new round of multilateral trade negotiations.  In addition, such analytical work was in line with the Osaka Action Agenda Guidelines on Tariffs.  The Meeting, therefore, agreed on the new collective action plan to “Undertake study in the tariffs area with respect to trade data and tariff information, including areas of particular interest to developing member economies, with a view to building capacity to participate in WTO negotiations”.  The US will continue to take the lead on this project and consider carrying out the study in the tariff area work according to the HS chapters. 

Matrix on Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) & Regional Trade Arrangements (RTAs)

9.
At the 5th MAG Meeting on 18 February 2000, Canada proposed contributing to one of Japan’s four proposals on APEC’s contribution to the WTO by developing a matrix of vital information on FTAs and RTAs.  Members noted Canada’s comment that it will be reporting to the next MAG meeting on the progress of this matrix focussing on the tariffs area.  The Meeting suggested that Canada explore putting together a research proposal on this with assistance from interested economies.

Tariff Template for the Electronic-Individual Action Plan (e-IAP)

10.
Australia gave a presentation on the progress of the e-IAP work.  Member economies had finalised the e-IAP template for tariffs intersessionally on 31 March 2000.  The Meeting endorsed this finalised template (Annex 7).

Non-Tariff Measures

Website on Import Regulations

11.
The APEC Secretariat circulated a status report on members’ submission to MAG’s Website on Import Regulations (Annex 8).  As only 11 member economies have submitted website information, MAG Convenor urged the remaining 10 economies to do so by 15 October 2000 (including websites where the information was in their national language).  The Meeting acknowledged Chinese Taipei’s efforts in translating its websites into English.  Member were also requested to provide contact point details to the APEC Secretariat by 15 October 2000. 

12.
The Meeting also noted that despite containing information only pertaining to 11 economies, the number of hits to the website was encouraging.  This reflected public interest in such information.   

Work in the NTMs Area by Various Fora

13.
At the 5th MAG Meeting, it was agreed that Canada and the MAG Convenor undertake a stock-take of work in the NTMs area by various fora.  The joint paper by Canada and the MAG Convenor on this stock-take was presented to the Meeting for comments/suggestions on improvements or additional areas which could be included (Annex 9).  Noting that the stock-take was not exhaustive, economies were requested to feedback to the MAG Convenor and Canada by 15 October 2000.

14.
The PECC also presented its draft study on “NTMs in Goods and Services Trade” which was undertaken at the request of ABAC (Annex 10).  In its 2000 Report to Leaders, ABAC has reiterated the suggestions and recommendations made in the PECC study.  Members were urged to provide comments on the study to the PECC by 15 October 2000, as the PECC was finalising the draft.  

Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalisation (EVSL): Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) Component

15.
The Meeting considered MAG Convenor’s paper on the list of generic NTMs in the EVSL sectors (Annex 11) and New Zealand’s paper on “NTMs: A Proposal for Further Action by APEC” (Annex 12) together.  MAG Convenor noted the comments made by member economies on the appropriate fora where NTMs identified should be addressed, and amended the list to reflect the changes suggested.  Discussions also revealed that some member economies’ concerns on the following issues: (i) that the coverage of NTMs should not go beyond those footnoted in the OAA, (ii) the limited discussion or lack of consensus in the EVSL sectoral groups on which were ‘unjustifiable’ NTMs, and (iii) the possibility that such work in APEC might prejudge WTO negotiations.      

16.
Members agreed to the following EVSL work programme:

(i)
Seek EVSL Coordinators’ assistance in allowing member economies to respond to NTMs notified against them and report to MAG on progress.

(ii)
Finalise the process of transferring NTMs in the EVSL process to be addressed generically by other sub-fora.

(iii)
Discuss possible ways of taking forward work on generic NTMs in the EVSL process which do not fall under the areas of responsibility of other sub-fora and are of a cross-cutting nature.

(iv)
Liaise with sub-fora tasked with the responsibility of addressing specific NTMs and report to CTI on progress.

(v)
Recommend that CTI take responsibility of reporting back to Ministers on NTMs work progress.

(vi)
Explore options to improve NTM Chapter of IAP as a mechanism to monitor and assist the progressive reduction of NTMs in EVSL sectors.

(vii)
Explore Ecotech activities which may assist economies in addressing NTMs in EVSL sectors.

Future Directions for NTM Work

17.
MAG discussed the papers on future directions for its NTM work by Australia (Annex 13) and US (Annex 14) together.  Discussions revealed concerns by some member economies (i) about the coverage of NTMs like whether it should include those affecting significant volume of trade in APEC economies, and (ii) whether the work would prejudge WTO negotiations.  The Meeting agreed to further discuss ideas for NTMs work programme presented in the two papers at the next MAG Meeting in February 2001 in Beijing, PRC.  

18.
Australia also presented its proposals on “Proposal to Undertake Research and Policy Discussions on Trade Regulations and Administrative Arrangements with the Potential to Add to the Cost of Doing Business” (Annex 15) and “Proposal on Identification of Possible NTMs Affecting Electronic Commerce” (Annex 16).  On the first paper, a few economies requested for time to consult their agencies before they give the final approval to proceed with the project.  The Meeting agreed for comments to reach the MAG Convenor by 6 October 2000.  Australia would then develop the project proposal and circulate to member economies for comments prior to the next MAG Meeting.  MAG would, intersessionally, consider the possibility of putting up the project for urgent TILF funding to the March 2001 BMC Meeting.  On the E-Commerce proposal, the Meeting agreed to seek guidance from the Electronic Commerce Steering Group on trade policy-related market access barriers that MAG might address as part of its work on NTMs.    

19.
MAG Convenor has summarised the ideas discussed for the NTM work programme as reflected in Appendix A which will be presented to the CTI as an annex to the Convenor’s Summary Report to CTI.        

NTMs Template for the e-IAP

20.
Member economies had finalised the e-IAP template for NTMs intersessionally on 31 March 2000.  The Meeting endorsed this finalised template (Annex 17).

Osaka Action Agenda (OAA) Guidelines

21.
Based on the discussions on future directions for work in tariffs and NTMs areas, MAG will explore possible improvements to the OAA Guidelines at its next meeting in February 2001.  

OTHER MATTERS

MAG’s Terms of Reference

22.
Given the EVSL developments in the past couple of years and the discussions on tariffs and NTM issues, MAG would be reviewing its Terms of Reference to reflect the changes, and agreed to the new CAP of “Review the Terms of Reference of the MAG in both tariffs and NTMs area with a view to providing clearer guidance on the roles and functions of the group”.  MAG would also consider meeting three times a year in conjunction with each CTI Meeting. 

Convenor’s Summary Report on Tariffs and NTMs to the CTI and the Collective Action Plans (CAPs) for 2000

23.
The Meeting considered the draft Convenor’s Summary Report to CTI (Annex 18) and the CAPs for 2000 (Annex 19).  The MAG Convenor updated both these reports based on the discussions and decisions reached.  The revised drafts of the Convenor’s Summary Report and the CAPs for 2000 were circulated to member economies for comments by 18 September 2000. 

Draft Matrix of 2000 TILF Outcomes

24.
The Meeting also considered the draft Matrix of 2000 TILF Outcomes (Annex 20).  The MAG Convenor updated the matrix based on the discussions and decisions reached.  The revised draft of the matrix was circulated to member economies for comments by 18 September 2000. 

Document Access

25.
As advised by the APEC Secretariat, the following documents will be made public at the end of the meeting:

(a) Summary Record of the 5th MAG Meeting on 18 February 2000 in Bandar Seri Begawan;

(b) APEC Secretariat’s Report on The APEC Tariff Database for the 6th MAG Meeting;

(c) Tariff Template for the e-IAP;

(d) APEC Secretariat’s Status Report on the MAG Homepage;

(e) NTMs Template for the e-IAP;

All other documents would be restricted as they are working policy reports.

Next Meeting

26.
The next Meeting of the MAG would be convened in February 2001 at the fringes of SOM I in Beijing, PRC.   

Appendix A

Discussed Ideas for Future Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs)

Work  Programme

1. Substance

· Develop a comprehensive and inclusive list of trade regulations and associated administrative arrangements with the potential to affect trade patterns.

· Discuss criteria for assessing trade regulations and associated administrative arrangements with a view to establishing what kind of measures can be considered justifiable and how measures might be implemented in a manner which does not distort trade flows.

· Elaborate the scope of NTMs affecting significant volume of trade in APEC economies.

· Undertake research and policy discussions on trade regulations and administrative arrangements that focus on procedural elements of trade processes.  Such research and policy discussion could be generic or sector-specific. 

· Undertake a series of policy discussions on selected NTMs with a view to exploring issues surrounding their progressive reduction, and devising practical options for their progressive reduction on a voluntary basis.

2. Transparency and Capacity Building

· Further develop the MAG homepage of links to websites of APEC member economies dealing with trade regulations and associated administrative arrangements as a resource to business and other economies.

· Expand the MAG website by publishing other appropriate MAG papers on the website.

· Monitor the preparation of the NTM chapter of member economies’ Individual Action Plans (IAPs) with a view to refining it as a resource for business and other economies to understand the trade regulations and associated administrative arrangements of member economies.

· Explore further improvements to the NTMs chapter of the IAP as a mechanism to monitor and assist the progressive reduction of NTMs.

· Monitor and identify issues that will need to be addressed in future WTO discussions on NTMs and undertake preliminary discussions with a view to making constructive contribution to WTO processes.

· Establish a dialogue on particular NTMs, inviting relevant experts (e.g. from WTO, OECD) to speak at MAG Meetings as part of capacity building for member economies.

· Disseminate work undertaken by various other international and regional fora.

· Explore Ecotech and facilitation activities which may assist economies in addressing NTMs.

3. Modus Operandi

· Meet 3 times a year in conjunction with each CTI meeting.

· Maintain a dialogue with other APEC fora on aspects of their work programs which address NTMs.

· Identify priority NTM issues that fall within the scope of other APEC fora work programs, ask those fora to include these issues in their work program, and monitor progress in addressing them.

· Liaise with other APEC fora on these priority NTM issues and report to CTI on progress.

· Recommend that CTI take responsibility of reporting back to Ministers on NTMs work progress. 

Appendix B

Action Checklist

	Reference
	Action
	Deadline

	Paragraph 5
	Members to provide updates of information in the TDB through APEC Secretariat to FedEx. 
	Biannually

	Paragraph 5
	Members to provide contact details and website address to the APEC Secretariat. 
	15 October 2000

	Paragraph 7
	MAG Convenor to liaise with PRC on logistic arrangements with regards to the 2nd Seminar on the WTO IDB.
	September 2000

	Paragraph 7
	MAG Convenor to continue liaise with WTO Secretariat on the WTO IDB seminar, including its coverage.
	Ongoing

	Paragraph 7
	Members to contribute or update relevant data to the WTO IDB. 
	Ongoing

	Paragraph 8
	US to take the lead on the study in the tariffs with respect to trade data and tariff information.  
	September 2000-January 2001

	Paragraph 9
	Canada to prepare matrix on FTAs/RTAs with focus on tariffs, incorporating comments sought intersessionally.
	September 2000-January 2001

	Paragraph 11
	Members to submit website information to APEC Secretariat for MAG’s Website on Import Regulations, including contact details.
	15 October 2000

	Paragraph 13
	Members to provide MAG Convenor and Canada comments on the stock-take of work in the NTMs area by various fora.
	15 October 2000

	Paragraph 14
	Members to provide PECC comments on its study on “NTMs in Goods and Services Trade”.
	15 October 2000

	Paragraph 16
	MAG Convenor to liaise with appropriate sub-fora on the generic NTMs in the EVSL sectors.
	30 September 2000

	Paragraph 18
	Comments on the Australian proposal to Undertake Research and Policy Discussions on Trade Regulations and Administrative Arrangements with the Potential to Add to the Cost of Doing Business.
	6 October

	Paragraph 18
	Australia to prepare project proposal to Undertake Research and Policy Discussions on Trade Regulations and Administrative Arrangements with the Potential to Add to the Cost of Doing Business.
	September 2000-January 2001

	Paragraph 18
	MAG Convenor to seek guidance from the Electronic Commerce Steering Group on trade policy-related market access barriers that MAG might address as part of its work on NTMs.    
	15 October 2000

	Paragraphs 23 and 24
	Members to comment on revised drafts of the Convenor’s Summary Report, the CAPs for 2000, and draft Matrix of 2000 TILF Outcomes.
	18 September 2000


� PNG was not represented at the 6th MAG Meeting.
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