ANNEX A

AGREED ACTIONS
APEC SME Ministers in Bandar Seri Begawan on 22-23 June 2000 ask, as part of their instructions in the Joint Ministerial Statement, that Senior Officials:
Responding to the Needs of APEC SMEs
· Note that Ministers have agreed the PLGSME should also look into policy issues in addition to its existing activities. 

· Note that Ministers have agreed to encourage relevant APEC fora to take into account the issues in the interest of SMEs within their respective work programs. 

· Note that Ministers have stressed the needs to develop APEC's business outreach on SMEs and instructed the PLGSME to develop further interaction between government and private sector. 

· Take concrete actions in relation to APEC Ministers' and Leaders' previous instructions to intensify work on NTMs. 

· Note that Ministers have welcomed the decision by the APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade Meeting in Darwin to task officials to take prompt action on NTMs and continue focus on capacity building and strengthening market infrastructure for development of SMEs. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed member economies to include in IAPs the progress made in identifying the major barriers and compliance costs. 

· Note that Ministers have encouraged member economies to participate and hold Consumer Education and Protection Initiative activities. 
Capacity Building of APEC SMEs
· Note that Ministers have called on member economies place greater emphasis on capacity building measures relating to HRD. 

· Note that Ministers have recommended member economies take steps to train more experts and managers in the areas of technology, management and international trade. 

· Note that Ministers have encouraged member economies to inculcate the culture of entrepreneurship and business skills among the young population, and instructed the PLGSME to work with the relevant APEC fora to integrate entrepreneurship and business skills into school curricula. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed the PLGSME to encouraged Japan and other interested economies to be the joint coordinators, to develop the cooperation programs in accordance with the steps that have been outlined in the EVOLVING COOPERATION INITIATIVE FOR SME AND NEW BUSINES SUPPORT and submit them at the Leaders Meeting in November. 

· Note that Ministers have agreed that member economies could consider opening up the domestic training programs to member economies, on a voluntary basis, and to include a list of trainers that are available to conduct training across the APEC region. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed the PLGSME to work intersessionally in devising an action program and to liaise closely with Brunei Darussalam in time for Ministers and Leaders meeting in November at Bandar Seri Begawan. 
Enabling APEC SMEs to Capitalize on E-Commerce
· Note that Ministers have called on member economies to place greater emphasis on the development of infrastructure concerning ICT. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed the PLGSME to take into account that future work program on the use of ICT and E-commerce be focused on definite sector of SMEs and to work with the relevant APEC fora in addressing this issue. 

· Note that Ministers have called on APEC to give priority to hasten the work on strengthening the regulatory and security measures for E-commerce. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed the PLGSME to consider contributing to the further development of the BizApec.com website. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed the PLGSME to coordinate with relevant APEC Fora including the APEC Telecommunication Working Group and the Electronic Commerce Steering Group in expediting the on-going work on reducing the costs of access to the Internet. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed the PLGSME to implement the relevant recommendations arising from the APEC 2000 SME ELECTRONIC COMMERCE WORKSHOP. 

· Note that Ministers have endorsed the E-COMMERCE SYMPOSIUM ON SMEs initiative. 
Making Financial and Capital Markets More Accessible to APEC SMEs
· Note that Ministers have called on member economies to enhance the managerial skills and capacity building of SMEs to enable them gain better access to financial and capital markets. 

· Take concrete action to establish an APEC database to disseminate information on start-up companies and venture capital. 

· Note that Ministers have instructed the PLGSME to cooperate with APEC fora including the IEG in establishing the APEC database. 

· Take action to promote the development of capital markets in the region. 
Towards Harnessing Diversity for Shared Economic Prosperity
· Note that Ministers have requested Thailand to work closely with the PLGSME on establishing the STRATEGIC ALLIANCES FOR BETTER GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT. 

· Note that Ministers have endorsed the following new initiatives to help SMEs in establishing strategic alliances and business linkages: 

APEC SME PROFILE 2000
BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE FOR SME
OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT OF APEC SMEs AFTER CHINA'S ACCESSION TO WTO

