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SUMMARY REPORT OF THE

FIRST MEETING OF THE APEC SUBCOMMITTEE

ON CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

18-20 FEBRUARY 2000

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks

The first Meeting of the CTI Subcommittee on Customs Procedures (SCCP) was held on 18-20 February 2000 at the International Convention Centre, Brunei Darussalam. Except for Peru, Russia, Mexico, delegates from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile;  People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; the Republic of the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States and Viet Nam attended the meeting.  The APEC Secretariat was also present.  Representatives from Federal Express and CAPEC also attended in relevant discussions during the meeting.  The list of participants appears as (Appears as Doc. No: 1.2).  

The Deputy Finance Minister, Honourable Dato Seri Paduka Haji Selamat Bin Haji Munap, welcomed delegates at the Official Opening Ceremony.

Pg. Hj Naserudin bin Pg. Hj Tejuddin, Deputy-Controller, Royal Customs and Excise, Brunei Darussalam, chaired the meeting.   The Chair also extended a warm welcome to all the delegates to the SCCP Meeting in Bandar Seri Begawan.    He also outlined the key objectives, priorities and work program for the year.  

The Chair’s representative briefed the meeting on its programme of activities and business arrangements.

2. Adoption of the Agenda

The Meeting adopted the revised draft annotated agenda which incorporated the following new additions (Appears as Doc. No: 2):
New Item 4.13.3:  Report on “Clearance facilitation Progress” – Korea Customs

New Item 4.13.4: Malaysian’s Report on Technical Assistance Received

New Item 9: Trade Facilitation

New Item 11.4 : Presentation on  “Reform of Korean Customs Services – Preparing for New Millennium “ by Korean Customs.

3. Report and Discussion of Meetings

3.1. Outcome of APEC Leaders/Ministerial/SOM/CTI Meetings

APEC Secretariat reported  the relevant decisions as tasked by Leaders and Ministers in Auckland in September 1999 and referred to the Tasking Statements which appears as  (Appears as Doc. No:3.1).
Mr Joe Damond, Chairman of the CTI, addressed the Subcommittee and reported on the direction received from SOM I (Doc No. 3.1). Mr Damond noted the proposed work plans of the Subcommittee for this year, recognizing the good track record which the Subcommittee had maintained in the past and looked forward to further deliverables from the group for this year.  Mr Damond drew the Subcommittee’s attention to his summary report listing  CTI’s decision points prepared for reference and follow-up by CTI subfora, including the SCCP (Appears as Doc No: 3.1).  He highlighted the  CTI instructed  subfora/group to develop their work plans at their meetings or intersessionally to address Ministers’ instruction to broaden and deepen their collective action plans and to report progress to CTI2. 

Mr Damond  noted that SOM had asked the CTI (among other things) to: 

a) Improve the transparency of IAPs (including the streamlining of reporting requirements)

b) Develop improved guidelines for use by member economies to show how they intended to achieve Bogor Goals;

c) Develop means by which the OAA guidelines might be better defined in areas where this is required;

· Work program on the IAP mechanism be conducted in conjunction with the review of CAPs

· Member economies to consult closely with business, including ABAC in developing the work program. 

· Develop non-binding trade facilitation principles by establishment of ad-hoc Task Force, in which the SCCP is represented.

The Meeting noted that SOM had instructed CTI subfora to pursue all aspects of the above work program as a matter of priority, including work to develop a template for the electronic IAP (e-IAP) prototype system.  Noting the instructions by Ministers/Leaders to closely involve the business community, the Meeting also noted that CTI had invited CTI subfora/groups to involve the business community, where appropriate, including ABAC in conducting their work program, according to the agreed guidelines on business/private sector participation in APEC fora.

The Meeting also noted the presentation by Australia and Singapore on the proposed e-IAP prototype system.  The Meeting agreed that Canada would be the contact point for the SCCP in the development of the system. 

3.2. Report on Other Meetings Related to APEC-SCCP

3.2.1. WTO/WCO ROO Technical Committee

Canada reported on the developments on the work of the WTO ROO Technical Committee which is still on-going.  The Meeting noted the importance of this work to the customs administrations and recognised the need to wait patiently for its conclusion (Appears as Doc. no: 3.2.1).

3.2.2. TPT –WG 

Australia informed the meeting of development by the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) that were of relevance and interest to the SCCP.  The report covered 3 main issues:

· a proposed joint project between the TPT WG and the SCCP

· work underway lay the International Maritime Organisation, Facilitation Committee (IMO-FAL); and

· the Paperless Trading Matrix developed by the TPT-WG.   

The joint project proposal was examined to determine if the SCCP could support the proposal. Issues raised during the following discussion included:

· The potential impact on the time and resources of members if the SCCP was to participate, particularly in light of other obligations on members as a result of this meeting;

· The timing for commencement of the project

· The potential for duplication of existing work being undertaken by the SCCP

· The need a ‘consultant’;

· The need for the SCCP to remain in control of its work program; and

· The scope of the issues being examined in the project, where in many cases beyond the control of Customs Administrations.

While noting the above concerns, after further explanation and reassurances by Australia and the APEC Secretariat, the Meeting agreed that the benefits are to be achieved through participation in the project if any undue duplication with the SCCP work is avoided. 
The Meeting agreed to support the joint project proposal on the basis that the actual amount of additional work required by individual economies was limited and Australia would coordinate the SCCP’s involvement in the project.

The meeting noted the work of the IMO – FAL on electronic vessel clearance and the TPT – WG “Paperless Trading” matrix but consider it would be more appropriate to consider this issues during the SCCP,s consideration at the Paperless Trading (Appears as Doc. no: 3.2.2).

3.2.3. Comments by Official Observers

There were no Official Observers at the Meeting.

4. Status Updates on CAP Technical Assistance Activities

4.1. Adoption of the Principles of the WTO Valuation Agreement (by 2000)

Canada provided a status report on this technical assistance training program which would be completed after assistance is provided to Russia.  Brunei Darussalam, People’s Republic of China, the Philippines, Chinese Taipei, and Viet Nam expressed their gratitude and appreciation for the technical assistance provided.

Japan informed the meeting that it had recently enhanced its bilateral financial assistance to support the implementation of the WTO Valuation Agreement.  In this connection, Japan expressed its interest in collaborating with the two shepherds, Canada and US to carry the work forward. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.1).  

4.2. Adoption of the UN/EDIFACT (by 1999)

Australia  made a presentation outlining what has been done to date on this initiative, including a summary of its findings and results of the 3 phases of the project which has been undertaken between 1997 to 1999 (Appears as Doc No: 4.2).  The meeting also noted that the technical assistance programme on this CAP item has been completed.  The Meeting noted that while this CAP item had now been finalized, there was an ongoing need for the SCCP to continue to pursue and encourage the adoption of Paperless Trading initiative through new work programs. 

4.3. Adoption of TRIPS (by 2000)

US  provided a status report on this on-going technical assistance project.  The Meeting noted that the goal of this CAP item was to implement border enforcement aspects of the WTO TRIPS Agreement.    The meeting noted that training was provided to Peru (Sep 99), China (Nov 99); Viet Nam (Oct 99) and a mission will be despatched to Russia  this year.

The Meeting noted that PNG, Viet Nam expressed their appreciation for the technical assistance provided and have implemented their respective legislations. Vietnam also requested for further technical assistance. Korea provided a current status report on the implementation on Adoption of TRIPS. Chinese Taipei briefed this Meeting on its implementation of this CAP item. (Appears as Document No: 4.3).  

4.4. Adoption of Principles of HS (1996)

Japan provided a status report on this area, informing the meeting that 3 technical assistance workshops have been held in PNG, Chile and Vietnam in June and December 1999, respectively (Appears as Doc No: 4.4).  The Meeting noted that these workshops were successful and highly appreciated by the recipient economies.

The Meeting supported Japan’s proposal to modify the target date of implementation to 2002 of the 2002 version of the HS Convention.

In response to Japan’s proposal, PRC indicated its interest in receiving technical assistance on the Customs Laboratory.

4.5. Improved Access to Information on Customs Laws, Regulations, Administrative Guidelines and Rulings.

Singapore and Hong Kong, China  provided  a status report on this project and distributed a revised handbook on “best practices” based on feedback from member economies.

The Lead Shepherds noted the importance of the dissemination of the handbook in the different sectors of the member economies.  The Meeting noted that such activities should be done on a regular  basis and feedback received should be followed up expeditiously, where possible.

Hong Kong, China and Singapore proposed that in order to move this CAP further, member economies could study the “Best practices” of the information dissemination tools used in other economies and they could consider such “best practices” to improve their own dissemination practices.

Member economies were also encouraged to conduct survey on periodical basis to obtain feedback from their business constituents on the usefulness of their existing information dissemination mechanism and on areas requiring further improvements. Member economies would provide inputs on any further improvement on their existing practices to the Shepherds who will update the Best Practices handbook. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.5).  

4.6. Implementation of Clear Appeals (by 2000)

Canada reported on the implementation of the 4 phases of the technical assistance project, viz:

· Information gathering

· Needs analysis

· Development of information packages

· Delivery of discussional workshop

Canada  informed the meeting that they were in the process of developing a package for  Viet Nam and Russia in response to their  request for technical  assistance. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.6).  

4.7. Provision of Facilities for Temporary Importation (by 2000)

Chinese Taipei  provided  a status report on this project which was being co-shephered with the US.  The meeting noted that there were 2 advisory missions completed in 1999, one in Chinese Taipei and another in Beijing, People’s Republic of China.  Three workshops were also held in Washington DC to prepare materials for use in the programme.

The Meeting also noted that an Americas Regional Advisory Mission was being planned for 2000 to Chile, Mexico and Peru. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.7).  

4.8. Implementation of an Advanced Classification Ruling System (by 2000)

New Zealand and Korea informed the Meeting that technical assistance has been provided to Philippines, Chinese Taipei and PNG in 1999.  Of the original technical assistance listing, only Brunei Darussalam remains to receive assistance.  If no other economies required assistance, this CAP item would be completed. Korea informed that they would provide the technical assistance of ACRS to Brunei Darussalam and invited New Zealand and Brunei Darussalam to have informal discussion to set the date for the mission. 

Chinese Taipei brief the Meeting of its implementation of the Advanced Classification Ruling System in November 1999. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.8).  

4.9. Simplification and Harmonisation on the basis of the Kyoto Convention (by 1998 taking into account the review of the KC)

New Zealand presented a report on a seminar on the revised Kyoto Convention which was held on 25-29 October 1999, as part of the WCO/Japan technical cooperation program (Appears as Doc No: 4.9).     The seminar provided an excellent opportunity to share the information among participants and helped define the individual questions toward the ratification procedures.  For the non-signatories, the seminar provided them with a better understanding of the Convention which will contribute to its early ratification.

The Meeting noted that the WCO’s suggestion which was made at the seminar suggesting that future Kyoto workshops be held separately for signatories and non-signatories.  The Meeting noted that arrangements have been made for Malaysia to host the workshop for present signatories and Thailand to host the other workshop.  As this arrangement is a revision of the original proposal the Meeting agreed to request to the BMC the approval of the new tasking in the project.  No additional funds will be requested.

In order to enable those WCO members who are not contracting parties to the existing Convention to accede to the revised Kyoto  Convention, Hong Kong, China would like to urge those APEC member economies who are contracting parties to the existing Convention to accept and sign the Protocol of Amendment as soon as possible so that the time process for putting the revised convention in place could be speeded up.

4.10. Risk Management

Australia provided a status report on this project, highlighting that a Risk Management Basic Theory Workshop was held in Melbourne , Australia on 15-20 November 1999 (Appears as Doc. No 4.10).  The Meeting also noted that a meeting of experts was held immediately preceding the workshop to discuss the future approach of this technical assistance program.  It was noted that during the Experts Meeting two plans were presented for the development of Risk management Technical assistance. The US endorses the second option which is a multi-lateral approach for all assistance. This would involve teams of two people from different economies delivering all technical assistance missions.

Korea thanked Australia for the workshop which they attended and distributed the current status of their Risk Management implementation.

4.11. Common Data Element

Canada informed that the first phase of collecting data has been completed and it will be appropriate time to start with phase 2 which include economies who wish to continue harmonisation of data elements with what is being developed by the G7 economies.  Canada agreed to continue as the focal point to provide G7 expertise or advice interested SCCP member economies on the G7 data sets.

Canada suggested that the Common Data Element Working Group be integrated with the new Paperless Trading CAP item as the issues are closely related. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.11)

4.12. Express Consignment Clearance

People’s Republic of China informed the meeting that an express consignment handbook has been completed and forwarded to members of the express industry for their inputs.  The handbook will also be distributed to participants of the upcoming Express Consignments Seminar. 

The Meeting noted that due to unforeseen circumstances, the original schedule of activities will have to be revised and these will be extended to 2001.  Therefore, the Meeting agreed that  a proposal seeking extension of the approved funding will be presented to the July BMC Meeting.   

CAPEC presented its report on the industry view on the development and accomplishments to-date for Express Consignment Clearance guidelines.

Chinese Taipei expressed its appreciation for the technical assistance and informed the Meeting of the results of its implementation of the WCO Express Consignment Clearance Guidelines.

Korea provided a status report on their new implementation on “Remote Location Filing System by telephone related to this CAP item”. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.12)
4.13. Presentation of CAP Activity

4.13.1. Report on APEC Valuation Training Modules – By Peoples Republic of China

People’s Republic of China informed the meeting that it had received 3 training modules throughout 1999 under the SCCP  technical assistance programme for WTO Valuation Agreement.  The PRC expressed their commitment to accelerate the implementation of the WTO Valuation Agreement upon its accession to the WTO. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.13.1)

4.13.2. Report on effort taken to implement the WTO Valuation Agreement by 2000 – By Brunei Darussalam

Brunei Darussalam reported on its efforts and preparatory action plan which have been undertaken to implement the WTO Valuation Agreement by 2000 (Appears as Doc. No: 4.13.2).  Brunei also expressed its appreciation to the lead shepherds, Canada and US, including New Zealand,  for providing technical assistance and support in this area.

4.13.3. Clearance Facilitation Progress Report – Korea Customs Service

Korea briefed the meeting on the implementation of their Paperless Import Clearance System and Pre-release and Post-Declaration System (Appears as Doc. No: 4.13.3)  which have been implemented last year and would implement respectively and distributed a document that contain few other implementation of their new system related to this agenda.

Thailand also informed the meeting that it had fully implemented EDI in Bangkok since January with numbers of registered EDI users and import and export declarations processed through the system and would expect to implement the Valuation Agreement by March or April this year.

4.13.4. Malaysian’s Report on Technical Assistance Received

Malaysia  informed the Meeting on the three APEC WTO Valuation Workshops which were conducted  for its officers during the year 1999  (Appears as Doc. No: 4.13.4).  These workshops were very informative and beneficial to its officers and had helped Malaysia in implementing the Valuation Agreement with effect on 1 January 2000.  

Malaysia also expressed its appreciation to the CAP coordinators and relevant resource persons for the assistance provided.

4.14. Technical Assistance Overview

4.14.1. Reports by the Mentors of Peru (USA), Russia (Canada), and Viet Nam (Australia) on the CAP Technical Assistance Requirements of the New Members

Australia, Canada and the US reported on their efforts to assist the new members in their implementation of the SCCP CAP items.  The US highlighted that Peru had indicated its ability to a 5-year timeframe for implementing all the CAP items. To-date, the Meeting also noted that Peru has implemented 4 CAP items (Appears as Doc. No: 4.14.1).  Canada and Russia are currently discussing schedules for technical assistance but no dates have been set. Australia and Viet Nam are continuing to work together to develop a detailed CAP implementation plan for Viet Nam. This should be available by the next meeting of the SCCP.

4.14.2. CAP Management: An Explanation of the APEC Secretariat

APEC Secretariat reminded the Meeting on some basic BMC  guidelines to be followed in the management of APEC projects.    These include:

· The need to request approval from the  APEC Secretariat before incurring any financial commitment, including the obligation to provide necessary information to prepare timely undertakings according to the Guidebook on APEC projects.

· The importance of early submission of proper documentation related to reimbursement of expenses

· The BMC’s decision to impose sanctions to APEC Fora  that failed to submit evaluation reports upon completion of a project.  Multi-year projects, like one-off projects are required to submit evaluation reports, when the intended tasks covered by an approved unit have been implemented.   

The Chair requested relevant project overseers to submit the evaluation reports by the last week of February, as requested by the APEC Secretariat. (Appears as Doc. No: 4.14.2)

5. Development of an Assessment/Evaluation Approach

Japan elaborated on the outcome of the meeting  of the the SCCP working group, comprising Canada, Japan and US,  following the decision at the last SCCP Meeting on the need to assess the SCCP’s work, in particular the technical assistance program.  Canada presented its questionnaire which covered the qualitative approach to the assessment.  The objective is to measure CAP implementation. The qualitative approach could also be used to identify future technical assistance requirement. The US also reported on the objective quantitative measurement on import process measurement.

The Meeting agreed that this is a timely initiative since the SCCP work programme was developed five years ago.   After extensive exchange of ideas, the Meeting  agreed to proceed with the assessment as presented by the working group, subject to consensus on the methodology of the assessment. The working group would take into consideration of feedback from member economies before tabling the proposal again at the next SCCP Meeting for consideration. Canada agreed to host the next working group meeting at the end of March 2000.  Members are also invited to participate in the working group,  if they are interested.  (Appears as Doc. No: 5)

6. Business Outreach

6.1. APEC SCCP Blueprint

The Chair informed the Meeting that CTI has endorsed the “urgent” SCCP funding proposal to publish the SCCP Blueprint for 2000 which will be forwarded to the BMC Meeting to be held in March 2000 in Singapore. (Appears as Doc. No: 6.1)

The Meeting also agreed to publish the  Blueprint for 2001.  The People’s Republic of China, as in-coming Chair will prepare a funding proposal to be presented at the July 2000 BMC Meeting.  
6.2. Strategic Business Partnership

6.2.1. Report of a Business Sector Project to Support the SCCP’s Temporary Importation CAP

Australia provided a status report on this project (Appears as Doc. No: 6.2.1).   The Meeting noted that Australia is conducting a joint project with the Victorian Employers’ Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VÉCCI), which would assist and support the work to the SCCP on in the adoption of the ATA Carnet System by the remaining APEC member economies by the 2000 deadline. 

The Meeting agreed that the support and contribution  by VECCI is valuable for marketing the ATA Carnet system and such joint venture in the technical assistance projects emphasised the importance of partnership between the SCCP and private sector.

The Meeting also noted recent  training mission and the tentative arrangements for further technical assistance.

7. Integrity

7.1. Proposal to elevate “Integrity” to CAP status

Australia presented a paper proposing a course of action to implement a new Integrity CAP item. Australia stated that Integrity did not lend itself to a standard technical assistance approach but required commitment and action from each individual economy. Australia proposed the following approach;

a) Stocktake of current activities for which integrity working group would prepare a questionnaire for completion by each economy the result of which would be reported on at the next SCCP Meeting;

b) Self assessment on the current situation of each member to be completed by first SCCP Meeting in  2001

c) Development of Integrity Action/Implementation Plans to be done by each economy based on the analysis of the self assessment exercise. It was agreed that the action plan would contain minimum standard and be based on the WCO Arusha Declaration. This should be completed by second SCCP Meeting in 2001.

It was also recommended that each administration should develop a Code of Conduct as an early deliverable.

Australia also outlined possible areas for assistance and suggested roles for the integrity working group and responsibilities of the members.  The Meeting endorsed Australia’s proposal. 

Hong Kong, China briefed the Meeting on the progress of the work done by Hong Kong, China in promoting integrity and distributed a copy of the “Code on Conduct and Discipline” developed by Hong Kong Customs and Excise Department for members’ reference. (Appears as Doc. No: 7.1)

Thailand also informed the Meeting that its Code of Conduct is being drafted and will be put in the action plan for the next step. 

8. APEC E-commerce Initiatives

8.1. Report of the Activities of the SCCP’s Virtual Group

Australia informed the meeting that the SCCP Virtual Group had mostly focussed their discussion on how  the issue on  “paperless trading” could be elevated as a new SCCP CAP item.  The Meeting noted the report on the WCO Information Management Subcommittee Meeting by Australia. (Appears as Doc. No: 8.1)

8.2. Proposal to elevate “Paperless Trading” to the SCCP CAP

Australia presented a  proposal  that “paperless trading” initiative be elevated to a CAP item and that this should replace the UN/EDIFACT CAP item.

The Meeting noted that Ministers and SOM had directed that work on electronic customs procedures should proceed, and that this is a major trade facilitation initiative.  Based on the Blueprint for Action on E-Commerce the Subcommittee agreed that its objective should be “……to reduce or eliminate the requirement for paper documents needed for customs administration”. “Paperless Trading” should be interpreted as the use of less paper, and it does not necessarily mean the total elimination of paper documents. 

The Meeting  agreed to elevate “paperless trading” as a new SCCP CAP item. 

Japan presented a matrix to identify the level of paper documents each customs administration use and the progress towards automation (Appears as Doc. No: 8.2).  The Meeting agreed that the matrix is a useful tool to start work on this new CAP. 

Australia stated that the matrix prepared by Japan would be a good starting point for work on this CAP item. Because this was a large CAP item it would be important for each member to develop implementation plan which met its particular needs and priorities in increasing automation and reducing requirements for paper documents. Australia volunteered to coordinate preparatory work for this CAP item. The United States and Japan offered their assistance. 

8.3. Brunei E-Commerce Workshop

Brunei Darussalam briefed the meeting on the APEC  E-Commerce Workshop which was scheduled for  21-22 June 2000 (Appears as Doc. No: 8.3).     Interested member economies  were invited to register for the workshop via the website http://www.apec2000.gov.bn/ecomm. 

9. Trade Facilitation

Japan reiterated the decisions taken by Leaders and Ministers in Auckland as well as SOM and CTI meetings held recently, on the work to develop a set of non-binding principles for trade facilitation.  To this end, the Meeting noted that SOM endorsed Hong Kong, China’s proposal to establish an ad hoc task force to develop the principles.  With SOM’s endorsement the task force should also seek to identify the implementation aspects of the principles, including technical assistance and capacity building issues.

On elaborating this initiative, Hong Kong, China pointed out that different groups and organizations have different interpretations on Trade Facilitation owing to the differences in their background, values and interests. It was hoped that the non-binding principles eventually developed could advance the overall objectives of promoting the business environment in member economies and contributing to the global understanding of implications on trade facilitation, as well as facilitating the formulation and implementation of measures to promote trade and investment in APEC and other international fora in  future. Hong Kong, China also emphasized  that the task force would build on the inputs of relevant sub-fora to develop the principles and had no intention of taking over their work or duplicating their efforts.

The Meeting recognised that a significant part of the SCCP work is trade facilitation and therefore the contribution by the Sub-Committee would be substantive for the work of  task force.    

The Meeting agreed that Japan will be the SCCP contact point to the ad hoc task force.  To facilitate the contribution of the SCCP to the task force, Japan agreed to circulate a paper proposing elements which could be incorporated for development of the trade facilitation principles for members comments.  (Appears as Doc. No: 9)

10. Special Consideration of the Subcommittee

10.1. SCCP Website

Canada reported that at the last meeting in Rotorua, it was agreed to submit to BMC a request for the rollover of the SCCP Website to the APEC Website managed by the APEC Secretariat.  The Secretariat informed the meeting that a written request from SCCP Chair needs to be forwarded to BMC Chair before the end of the month.  

In this connection, Canada agreed to provide the Chair with the written request for his endorsement. 

10.2. APEC Tariff Data Base

Australia provided an update on the status of this project and a representative from FedEx made a presentation on their proposed new template for the system and its benefits.

After some discussions, the Meeting agreed to endorse the proposal on the new template.   It was also agreed that the new template would be further refined by FedEx,  in consultation with APEC Secretariat,  taking into account the requirements of the  WTO Integrated Data Base for submission of data. (Appears as Doc. No: 10.2)

11. Report on Other Initiatives

11.1. Advance Passenger Clearance

Australia  provided a brief update on this project  (Appears as Doc. No: 11.1).   Australia informed the meeting of the role of the Steering Committee, comprising DIMA, Australian Customs, CPS Systems and SITA in providing strategic management and consultative role for the implementation of the APP System.

11.2. APEC Business Card

Australia  provided a brief update on this project (Appears as Doc. No: 11.2)  The Meeting noted that an evaluation of the APEC Business Travel Card processing conducted by Australian Customs has been completed and was signed off in August 1999.

11.3. Free Trade Agreements  by Chile – Customs Procedures

Chile reported on the developments on customs procedures in the recent Free Trade Agreements subscribed with other countries. (Appears as Doc. No: 11.3)

11.4. Presentation on “Reform of Korean Customs Services” – by Korean Customs.

Korea made a presentation on the reform undertaken by  their Customs Service and circulated a report on “Reform of KCS: Preparing for the New Millennium”. (Appears as Doc. No: 11.4)

12. Other Matters

12.1. Classification of Documents

The Meeting considered and agreed on  the public release of documents tabled at the meeting (Appears as Doc. No: 12.1).
12.2. Closing Remarks

The Chair highlighted  the main decisions which was reached at the meeting and which would be reported to the CTI.    

The Chair also thanked all participants for their support and cooperation.  Arrangements for the next SCCP Meeting was discussed.

13. Adoption of the Report of the 1st SCCP Meeting in Brunei in 2000

The Subcommittee adopted the Report of the First SCCP Meeting in Brunei.
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