SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 

SECOND MEETING OF THE APEC SUBCOMMITTEE

ON CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

16-18 SEPTEMBER 2000

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks

The second Meeting of the CTI Subcommittee on Customs Procedures (SCCP) was held on 16-18 September 2000 at the International Convention Centre, Brunei Darussalam. Except for Mexico and Peru, delegates from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; the Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America and Viet Nam attended the meeting.  The APEC Secretariat was also present.  A representative from a G7 Working Group on data elements also attended in relevant discussions during the meeting.  The contact list and list of participants  (Appears as Ref. No: 002).  

The Honourable Dato Seri Paduka Awang Haji Selamat bin Haji Munap, Deputy Minister of Finance Brunei Darussalam welcomed delegates at the Official Opening Ceremony.

The Meeting was chaired by Pg. Hj Naserudin bin Pg. Hj Tejuddin, Deputy-Controller, Royal Customs and Excise, Brunei Darussalam.  The Chair extended a warm welcome to all the delegates to the Meeting in Bandar Seri Begawan. He  outlined the key objectives, priorities and work program for the year.  

The Meeting also  briefed on the programme of activities and business arrangements (Appears as Ref. No: 001).  
2. Adoption of the Agenda

The Meeting adopted the revised draft Annotated Agenda which incorporated a new Agenda Item 4.15.4 on “E-IAP” (Appears as Ref. No 004)
3. Report and Discussion of Meetings

3.1. Outcome of APEC Leaders/Ministerial/SOM/CTI Meetings

 The Secretariat made a brief presentation on the outcomes of the following meetings:

CTI II, SOM II, Ministers Responsible for Trade and BMC (Appears as Ref. No 005).  It was pointed out the reports of SCCP to CTI II and the TILF Deliverables CTI presented to SOM as the contribution of SCCP. The meeting was informed of the instructions from SOM to Sub-Fora to prioritize the work related with the Electronic Individual Action Plan project as well as Trade Facilitation. Lastly, The Secretariat reported that BMC approved the following Projects:

· SCCP Program to increase levels of Integrity

· SCCP Program to implement the HS Convention

· SCCP Program to Implement WCO Customs Guidelines on Express Consignments Clearance

· Advance Classification Ruling Systems- Assistance to Peru and Viet Nam

· SCCP Program to implement Risk Management

· SCCP Technical Assistance Program to reduce the requirements for paper documents needed for Customs administration.

· Publication And Internet Dissemination Of The 2001 Blueprint For APEC Customs

3.2. Report on Other Meetings Related to APEC-SCCP

3.2.1. WTO/WCO ROO Technical Committee

Canada reported that the WTO Committee on Rules of Origin is still considering the draft text for the rules of origin produced by the WCO Technical Committee on Rules of Origin.  The progress in the WTO has been slow.  The WCO has been active  in raising the awareness of the draft non-preferential rules of origin.  Seminars have been held in Lithuania, Burkino Faso, Namibia and Thailand.  The SCCP noted that despite the on-going, incomplete work on the non-preferential rules of origin, the application of rules of origin and their significance under different trade measures remain a concern to the private sector.  It was also noted that the application of rules of origin was contained in the Kyoto Convention implementation CAP item.  

3.2.2. Breakfast Gathering of Heads of Customs Administration of Asia Pacific Basin, Brussels July 2000

Brunei Darussalam reported on the Breakfast Gathering of Heads of Customs Administrations in the Asia-Pacific Basin which was held in the margins of the World Customs Organization Council session this year.  The Breakfast meeting was chaired by Mr. Eussoff Agaki Ismail, Controller of Royal Customs & Excise Department, Brunei Darussalam.  The SCCP  noted the usefulness of such gathering as it provided  an opportunity for Heads of Customs Administration to discuss matters of interest on a cross-regional basis.   In view of this, the SCCP agreed to continue with this tradition and that the People’s Republic of China will be hosting such meeting next year.  (Appears as Ref. No 39).

3.2.3. APEC Automotive Dialogue

The Philippines reported on the outcome of the 2nd APEC Automotive Dialogue which was held in Manila on 6-8  April 2000.  The SCCP took note of a  survey report which highlighted the concerns and recommendations raised by the Automotive industry with regard to customs procedures.   The SCCP noted that there were some inaccuracies in the survey report and agreed that it would be useful for relevant member economies  to clarify these misconceptions.   

The SCCP agreed that there was a need to examine and respond to the recommendations made to the Automotive Dialogue regarding customs procedures.  In this connection,  the SCCP agreed to provide a general reply to the APEC Automotive Dialogue on SCCP’s work.   The SCCP also agreed that Australia would coordinate a response, incorporating inputs/clarifications from member economies.  Australia would circulate the draft response for members’ comments before the SCCP Chair sent the reply to the Chairman of the Automotive Dialogue. (Appears as Ref. No 34).

3.2.4. Comments by Official Observers

There were no Official Observers at the Meeting.

4. Status Updates on CAP Technical Assistance Activities

4.1. Adoption of the Principles of the WTO Valuation Agreement (by 2000)

Canada provided a status report on this project (Appears as Ref. No 006 ).   Canada informed the SCCP that all technical training assistance programmes have been completed except for Russia.  The SCCP noted that the decision would be left to Russia to decide when they would proceed with the technical assistance.  

The SCCP noted that while most member economies have now implemented the WTO Valuation Agreement, some member economies have difficulties in implementing the Agreement. Thus, it is more important that the SCCP  undertake an evaluation of this CAP  to identify  the implementation problems in this area.  The Meeting also noted that some member economies required further technical assistance and follow up workshops or seminar for member economies  to share experience in implementation. Pending the evaluation exercise, it was agreed that a bilateral assistance approach be adopted in the meantime.  In this connection, the Meeting welcomed the offers made by Japan and Korea to provide such assistance.  Japan informed the Meeting it would strengthen its bilateral assistance efforts concerning the implementation of the WTO Agreements in the APEC region and in this context, in  collaboration with the WCO, it  would be sending experts to APEC economies to provide assistance for the implementation of the WTO Valuation Agreement.  Korea also invited member economies to attend a WTO Valuation Workshop to be held in Korea in November 2000.  

4.2. Adoption of the UN/EDIFACT/Paperless Trading  (by 1999)

Australia reported on the completion of the UN/EDIFACT CAP item and progress with the paperless trading CAP item. (Appears as Ref. No 007/01-007/04).  The SCCP noted that the delivery of the technical assistance programme on UN/EDIFACT has now been completed and has resulted in some useful outcomes and conclusions.  This work has provided some useful directions for the SCCP to follow with the paperless trading CAP.

On the new CAP item  “paperless trading”,  Australia informed the Committee that since the last SCCP, a project funding proposal has been submitted  to and approved by BMC.  Before the next stage of the project can be pursued, Australia reminded members of the need for all economies to follow-up on the following steps before the first meeting of the APEC SCCP 2001:

· Complete the questionnaire (by Australia)  and matrix (by Japan) if they have not done so;

· Provide information on the progress of their action/implementation plans

· Identify areas of priority, possible problems, solutions and future actions.

It was noted that this CAP item required a “self-help” approach as well as the delivery of assistance by a consultant in stage 2.  Members were also reminded of commitments each had made at the last meeting to develop individual implementation plans.  

Japan also briefed the Subcommittee on the APEC Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG) Meeting held in Bangkok recently.   Japan informed  the SCCP that it had briefed the ECSG on the decision of the SCCP to expand its CAP to include “paperless trading”, the SCCP matrix and for members to develop individual action plans in this area.  The SCCP discussed the ECSG matrix on ‘paperless trading’ and agreed that Australia would convey the SCCP views to the ECSG. 

4.3. Adoption of TRIPS (by 2000)

USA informed the SCCP that all technical assistance programmes have been completed except for Russia (Appears as Ref. No 008).    The SCCP noted technical assistance missions have been completed in Chile, the Philippines, Thailand, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, Peru, Viet Nam and People’s Republic of China.  Assessment Missions have also been conducted in Peru, Viet Nam and Russia.  The goal of this CAP item is to help participating economies implement border enforcement aspects of the WTO TRIPS Agreement. 
4.4. Adoption of Principles of HS (1996)

Japan provided a status report on this CAP item and highlighted that the Phase III (Advisory Missions) of the project has just been completed (Appears as Ref. No 009).    The SCCP noted that all APEC economies have now implemented the HS 1996 version as their tariff nomenclature.

Japan briefed the SCCP on the next step of the work programme which include an Overview Workshop on the HS 2002 version scheduled to be held in Bangkok, in the first half of 2001.   The SCCP also  noted that a funding proposal for the final step of the project has been approved by BMC.  This would involve providing technical advice to customs laboratories in People’s Republic of China, Peru, Chinese Taipei and Viet Nam next year. The SCCP noted that the second batch of the technical advice to customs laboratories in Indonesia, Mexico, the Philippines, Russia and Thailand was scheduled for 2002/2003 and a funding proposal would be submitted to BMC for approval.

Brunei Darussalam expressed its appreciation to Japan and Australia for providing technical assistance in this area.

4.5. Improved Access to Information on Customs Laws, Regulations, Administrative Guidelines and Rulings.

Singapore and Hong Kong, China provided a status report on their work to-date for this CAP item (Appears as Ref. No 010).    The SCCP noted that Hong Kong, China and Singapore have conducted/planned to conduct another round of survey on their respective business sectors for the enhancement of their information dissemination systems this year.

The SCCP endorsed the proposal made by Hong Kong, China and Singapore to conduct a survey on the use of Internet as an instrument for dissemination of customs information by member economies.  The SCCP noted a questionnaire would be designed  by drawing reference to the “Recommendation concerning the use of World Wide Web sites by Customs Administrations” adopted by the WCO Council in June 1999 with a view to presenting their findings and recommendations at the next SCCP Meeting in 2001.

4.6. Implementation of Clear Appeals (by 2000)

Canada provided a status report, highlighting that there has been no direct involvement by international organisations or business sector in this project (Appears as Ref. No 011).  The SCCP noted that to date, five participating economies namely Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Papua New Guinea; the People’s Republic of China, and the Philippines have received the technical assistance programme.   The SCCP also noted that Peru, Russia and Viet Nam have recently requested for technical assistance in this area.

Chinese Taipei informed the SCCP that it had conducted the amendment of the Administrative Appeal Law in July 2000 to convert the administrative proceedings from four-stage and three-trial system into two-stage and two-trial system. It simplifies procedures for appeal processes.

4.7. Provision of Facilities for Temporary Importation (by 2000)

USA provided a status report on this CAP item (Appears as Ref. No 012).   The goal of this action plan is to improve the provision for temporary importation with the focus of assisting and enabling APEC member economies to adopt ATA Carnet system procedures.

The SCCP took note that two seminars have been completed in Chinese Taipei and People’s Republic of China.  An Americas Regional seminar has been planned for Chile, Mexico and Peru although a date has not been confirmed yet.  The seminar would be conducted in Chile. 

4.8. Implementation of an Advanced Classification Ruling System (by 2000)

New Zealand and Korea provided a status report on this CAP item (Appears as Ref. No 013).   The SCCP noted that technical assistance has  been provided to Brunei Darussalam by NZ and Korean experts this year.  It was also noted that a funding proposal for technical assistance programmes to Peru and Viet Nam has been approved by BMC.   Missions to these two economies have been scheduled to take place in the second half of 2001. 

Brunei Darussalam expressed its appreciation to Korea and New Zealand for the technical assistance they have received and is planning to introduce this system in the near future. Thailand informed the SCCP that it is conducting to study to improve the existing system to be in line with WCO recommendation. It also request member economies to provide information concerning customs fee for Advance Classification service through its contact point. Chinese Taipei expressed its appreciation to United States and New Zealand for their technical assistance and informed the SCCP that it had implemented the system since November 16, 1999.  The SCCP noted Chinese Taipei’s proposal to set-up a database for Advance Classification Ruling for the purpose of exchanging information.  

4.9. Simplification and Harmonization on the basis of the Kyoto Convention (by 1998 taking into account the review of the KC)

New Zealand submitted a status report on the technical assistance programme for this CAP item.   The SCCP was briefed on the process and status of New Zealand’s  effort taken to accede to the revised Kyoto Convention. (Appears as Ref. No014).
Chinese Taipei also informed the SCCP that it has set-up a Task Force to review existing and new legislations under the revised Kyoto Convention.   Seminars sponsored by customs were also conducted on the new Kyoto Convention.   The SCCP acknowledged the importance of the revised Kyoto Convention as it provided a framework for customs work and benefits traders if properly implemented.

4.10. Risk Management

Australia provided a status report on this CAP item  (Appears as Ref. No 015)..  The SCCP took note that since the last meeting, only one expert study mission has been conducted and nine others were scheduled before the end of 2000.  This appears unachievable and at least two of these would be put off until 2001.  The SCCP supported Australia’s intention to seek an extension of the funding received. 

The SCCP noted that a funding proposal for 2001-2002 has been submitted and approved by BMC.  This proposal was ranked as number one by the SCCP.  The delivery of this CAP item depends upon the delivering economies to make their best efforts to fit in with scheduled delivery.  

Hong Kong, China expressed its appreciation to Australia and United States for delivery of the technical assistance programmes. Brunei Darussalam informed the SCCP that they have made contact with Australia on the delivering the technical assistance and scheduled to be held in November 2000. Chinese Taipei informed that it will invite experts of United States, Canada and Australia to provide technical assistance for both Expert Study Mission Program and seminar.

4.11. Common Data Element

Canada provided a status report on this CAP item(Appears as Ref. No 016/01 –016/02).   The SCCP noted the current work and the completion of Phase I of the work.   In December 2000, the project team would provide a data element comparison chart that will identify the commonality and differences between current APEC sets and the proposal G7 data sets.

The SCCP endorsed the proposed second phase of the work plan and methods of proceeding suggested by Canada.  This involved the revitalization of the current working group to include Japan, USA, Australia, the People’s Republic of China and Canada.  The proposed responsibilities of the APEC Working Group include:

· Organizing and chairing regional seminars and national workshops

· Acting as a focal point for APEC members to communicate their concerns/issues to the G7

· Providing technical assistance and G7 expertise to interested APEC member economies 

4.12. Express Consignment Clearance

People’s Republic of China and the USA presented a status report on this CAP item. (Appears as Ref. No 017).  The SCCP took note that to-date, five assessment missions have been completed in Chinese Taipei, the Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand and Peru.  An Express Consignment handbook has been completed and fowarded to the express industry for their input. 

An Express Consignment Seminar has been re-scheduled for April 2001.  To be able to complete this activity with the already approved TILF Fund, the SCCP agreed to request to BMC an extension of remaining budget for this project for another six months.  Hong Kong China has offered to host this seminar and would work out a detailed plan of the seminar with the project coordinators.  Four customized advisory missions have been planned for Chinese Taipei, Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines for the year 2001/2002.

4.13. Integrity

Australia provided an update on the progress of the Integrity CAP item and the next steps needed to assist members to meet their goals. (Appears as Ref. No 018).    The SCCP noted that an Integrity Implementation and Facilitation Workshop is planned for the first quarter of 2001 to assist member economies in undertaking their self assessment exercises.

Australia informed the SCCP that the funding for the technical assistance program to increase the levels of integrity has been approved by BMC.  In order to proceed with the project implementation, the SCCP agreed that:

· All economies should complete and return the Integrity questionnaire if they have not done so as this would provide a base position for future assessment of progress and allow for better planning of the next stages.  To-date only 14 responses to the questionnaire have been received;

· Economies should continue to develop a Code of Conduct specific to Customs where one does not currently exist;

· Economies should examine how they would undertake the “self assessment” process againsts the Arusha Declaration.  

· If specific assistance requirements are identified members should advise Australia or the working group members for their consideration.

The SCCP encouraged members to report on progress with their integrity action plans at the next SCCP meeting in 2001.   Korea and Thailand informed the SCCP on their action plans to develop a separate customs Code of Conduct.  Thailand informed the meeting that the first draft of customs code of conduct was completed and circulated  to customs officers for getting some comments and recommendations and hoped to finalize a draft text for approval next year.  

4.14. Presentation of CAP Activity

There was no report by member economies on this agenda item.

4.15. Technical Assistance Overview/Strategic Planing

4.15.1. Reports by the Mentors of Peru (USA), Russia (Canada), and Viet Nam (Australia) on the CAP Technical Assistance Requirements of the New Members

Australia, Canada and the USA  reported on their efforts to assist the new members in their implementation of the SCCP CAP items. (Appears as Ref. No 019).
USA informed the SCCP that they have established a close working relationship with Peru through their common membership in APEC and several other international organizations.  Peru had received a technical assistance mission on Express Consignment Clearance in August 2000 and is scheduled to receive assistance on Temporary Importations, Risk Management, Advance Classification Ruling and the HS Convention.  Canada and Russia are currently discussing schedules for technical assistance but no dates have been set. 

Australia reported that they have recently completed two meetings with officials from Viet Nam Customs to discuss Viet Nam’s integration into the APEC SCCP collective action plan.  Since the first draft of the action plan in 1999, Viet Nam has made progress in a number of areas covered by the CAP but assistance is still required in other areas.  Australia will consult with CAP coordinators to determine what further assistance is planned for the future.

Viet Nam expressed its appreciation to Australia for their assistance.   The SCCP noted that of the 13 CAP items, there were 7 that are of particular importance to Viet Nam.  However, Viet Nam has considered its position against each of the CAP items with a view to full implementation.   Viet Nam also informed the SCCP that it will plan to implement the WTO Valuation for certain goods by 1 January 2003. 

At the first SCCP Meeting in 2001 Australia and Viet Nam proposed to submit Viet Nam’s CAP implementation action plan, based on the e-IAP format. It is considered that this document could serve as a model for all economies as a tool for charting progress against CAP implementation.

4.15.2. CAP Management: An Explanation of the APEC Secretariat

The Secretariat informed the meeting that this agenda item presented an opportunity to discuss any concerns that SCCP members might have in relation to the CAP Management and the implementation of APEC projects. Hard and soft copies of the “Guidebook on APEC Projects” were distributed to all members with a request to pay special attention to this guideline and disseminate the information by making it available to all those involved in APEC projects. It was pointed out some modifications to the format of the Project Proposals, especially in relation to the implementation of the Framework on Integration of Women in APEC. (Appears as Ref. No 020)
4.15.3. Development of an assessment/Evaluation Approach

Canada briefed the Meeting on the background to  this item and outlined the results of the  working group meeting in Ottawa held on 26-27 April 2000. (Appears as Ref. No 021/01 – 021/04).  The SCCP had a lengthy discussion on the proposed framework for the assessment and evaluation of CAP implementation comprising the following elements as suggested by the working group:

· Matrix to evaluate the current status of each SCCP CAP items by looking at what action has been taken to date to meet the stated objectives and implementation target dates and what input/output measures resulted from technical assistance activities

· Matrix to evaluate on-going and new CAP items in the future by defining strategies and qualitatively and quantitatively measuring the outcomes of activities.

· Conducting “Peer reviews”

· Conducting a WCO time release study

There was general agreement on the importance of measuring the implementation of the CAP items, in particular the technical assistance program.  However, the SCCP noted that e-IAP customs template for the e-IAP project would capture much of the information in the assessment/evaluation matrices.  In order to avoid duplication, the working group was requested to review the relevant  matrices.

The SCCP also noted that there were differing views with regard to the mechanism on the  proposed “peer review” and there was a need to carefully consider the approach of the proposed time release study.    After an extensive discussion, the SCCP agreed to request the working group to proceed as follows with a view to making a recommendation to the first SCCP meeting in 2001:

· Review the evaluation table so that there will  be no substantial duplication with the e-IAP work.

· The measurement indicators for the qualitative aspects of the current work programme would be reviewed and as necessary developed for further consideration by the SCCP.

· Consider further the total evaluation framework to include “peer reviews” and “time release” surveys.

The People’s Republic of China offered to host the next working group meeting by the end of November, 2000. The SCCP also agreed that in the future this working group would strive to meet back –to-back with SCCP in order to minimise costs. 

4.15.4. E-IAP

The SCCP endorsed the e-IAP customs template for submission to the 3rd CTI Meeting on 19-20 September 2000.   The SCCP also welcomed the presentation made by Australia on the progress of the work of the e-IAP project.  It was noted that the e-IAP system will be a deliverable for the November Ministerial Meeting this year.  In this connection, member economies are encouraged to use the new template for submission of the individual action plans this year.   The SCCP also noted that the e-IAP template could be further refined in the future to take into account the new action plans undertaken by APEC fora. (Appears as Ref. No 035 -037).
5. Business Outreach

5.1. APEC SCCP Blueprint

Brunei Darussalam presented a revised draft Blueprint for 2000, which has incorporated comments received from member economies.  The SCCP discussed the issue of a possible “target dates” for the new CAP items on “Paperless trading” and “Integrity”.  The SCCP agreed that work on these two CAP items would be a continuing one and hence it would be appropriate to indicate it as an “on-going” process.   The Meeting endorsed the draft Blueprint 2000, incorporating additional amendments for submission to the CTI/SOM and Ministers in November 2000. (Appears as Ref. No 022 )

The SCCP noted funding for the Blueprint 2001 has been approved and the People’s Republic of China, as the in-coming Chair will publish the Blueprint for 2001.

5.2. Strategic Business Partnership

5.2.1. Report of a Business Sector Project to Support the SCCP’s Temporary Importation CAP

Australia provided a status report on this project (Appears as Doc. No 040).   The SCCP noted that Australia is continuing the successful partnership with the Victorian Employers’ Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VÉCCI), to further the SCCP’s goals for Temporary Imports.  The major deliverable under this project is the development and delivery of a technical assistance programme to Viet Nam by Australian Customs and VECCI.    Following on from the recently signed MOU between the General Department of Vietnamese Customs and the Vietnamese Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI), a timetable for formal accession to the Istanbul Convention was tabled with officials from VCCI and Viet Nam Customs.

6. APEC E-Commerce Initiatives

6.1. Report of the Activities of the SCCP’s Virtual Group

Australia informed the SCCP that the SCCP Virtual Group has been the informal forum in raising e-commerce issues in elevating the Paperless Trading CAP.  It was  noted that Paperless Trading has been elevated to a CAP item, the goal of the VCG has been achieved.   The SCCP agreed that the SCCP’s efforts towards Paperless Trading were best focused on achieving the objectives of the CAP item and that the VCG be discontinued. (Appears as Ref. No 023).

6.2. Brunei E-Commerce Workshop

Brunei Darussalam briefed the SCCP on the outcome, in particular the recommendations made at the APEC  SME - e-Commerce Workshop organized in conjunction with the Group Seven Meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for SMEs  which was held on 21-22 June 2000 in Brunei Darussalam.   The SCCP noted and agreed to consider these recommendations, in conjunction with the SCCP work programme on its  CAP item on “paperless trading”, with a view to submitting a report to the next SCCP meeting in 2001.  (Appears as Doc. No 031).     

7. Special Consideration of the Subcommittee

7.1. SCCP Terms of Reference (TOR)

The SCCP endorsed the revised Terms of Reference for submission to CTI/SOM and Ministers for their approval.  (Appears as Ref. No024)  The SCCP agreed that members could provide suggestions for further revisions to the TOR  intersessionally to the SCCP Chair.  SCCP would consider these contributions in it first SCCP meeting of the year.

7.2. SCCP Website

APEC Secretariat reported on the BMC’s decision in response to SCCP’s request for the rollover of the SCCP Website to the APEC Website managed by the APEC Secretariat.  The SCCP agreed on the importance for SCCP to ensure that any database or website remains current and updated.  The Chair invited member economies to volunteer hosting the SCCP website.  Canada and APEC Secretariat will provide intersessionally the technical information to help economies to consider sponsoring the website in the future. 
7.3. APEC Tariff Data Base

Australia and the APEC Secretariat provided an update on the Tariff Data Base (TDB). (Appears as Doc. No 025).   The SCCP noted the importance for members to ensure timely update of the information in the TDB.  Members were reminded on the need to ensure that the tariff updates are provided in the format specified by the ‘generic’ template.   To assist members in this task, a copy of each economy tariff data in the template format, along with a copy of usage guidelines were distributed to all member economies.  Australia shared its experience on using the new template.
The SCCP noted that the FedEx’s Tariff Data Base maintenance agreement would expire in May 2001 and there was a need to  consider options for future maintenance of the TDB.  In this connection, it was agreed that the APEC Secretariat would check and confirm with FedEx on the possibility of renewing their contract, before the SCCP considers other options.  
7.4. Trade Facilitation Discussions

Japan briefed the meeting on the outcome of the first meeting of the Task Force, which was held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam on 29 May 2000.   Japan also tabled the draft document prepared by the Chair of the Task Force for their next meeting on 18 Sep 2000 on “Core  Elements of APEC Non-binding Principles on Trade Facilitation”.   The SCCP noted that the contributions of the Subcommittee were included in the draft document.   The SCCP agreed  to support the draft and request Japan to continue representing SCCP in the Task Force. (Appears as Ref. No 026)
Canada reported on the outcome of the Trade Facilitation Workshop which was held on 13-14 September in Singapore.   The SCCP noted the concerns expressed by the private sector on customs procedures.   It was noted that many of these concerns were due to a lack of knowledge of the work by the customs administrations in the region.  The SCCP agreed to set-up a working group to look into the issues raised at the Workshop and to improve the interaction and outreach to the private sector.  The working group will comprise Canada,  People’s Republic of China,  Hong Kong, China, USA and APEC Secretariat.   The SCCP also agreed that this working group will meet back –to-back with SCCP related meetings in order to minimise costs.

7.5. G7 Common Data Elements

Japan made detailed presentation on the work being progressed by the G7 in the area of common data elements. Japan, together with Canada and the United States invited all the APEC economies to consider adopting the G7 Common Data Elements. The SCCP noted that the work by the G7 will be eventually transferred to the WCO. The SCCP on its own part has an opportunity to contribute to this work area in association with the SCCP CAP on Common Data Element.   (Appears as Ref. No 027)

7.6. Rules of Origin

Chile presented their proposal to conduct a survey on the Comparative Master Table of Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures Rules and Regulations in APEC economies, in particular in the area of preferential rules of origin.   The SCCP agreed to consider the proposal in consultation with their respective trade officials and will provide a response to Chile intersessionally. (Appears as Ref. No 028)

8. Report on Other Initiatives

8.1. Advance Passenger Processing (APP)

Australia provided a brief update on this project  (Appears as Ref. No 029).  Australia informed the SCCP of the role of the Steering Committee, comprising Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs (DIMA), Australian Customs, CPS Systems and Societe Internationale De Telecommunications Aeronautiques (SITA) in providing strategic management and consultative role for the implementation of the Advance Passenger Processing (APP) System.  In particular, it was noted that the uptake of APP, for the quarter ending 30 June 2000, was 38.3% with an anticipated increase to 40% with the commencement of APP by Cathay Pacific and Japan Airlines.  Currently MOUs are used between Customs and the airlines to ensure certainty and clarity of understanding and to promote improved service delivery standards through an integrated and coordinated approach.  

8.2. APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC)

Australia provided a brief update on this project (Appears as Ref. N 030).  Australia informed the SCCP that ABTC holders in Australia in expect special lane arrangements for being processed, faster facilitation than standard passengers, and adequate  signage to direct ABTC holders to the correct lanes.  The key outcome of this facility is improved business mobility within APEC.   While real improvements ot business mobility can be made, it is also the perceptions of regular APEC business travellers that is important in observing that relevant government authorities are trying to assist them further.   

8.3. APEC Business Website (BizAPEC.com Website)

Australia made a presentation on the newly created BizAPEC.com website, a one-stop database aimed at providing the business community with relevant information on trade and investment regime of member economies in the region.   The SCCP noted the usefulness of the website and will consider  providing  a hyperlink to the SCCP’s database and websites. 

9. Other Matters

9.1. Classification of Documents

The SCCP considered and agreed on the public release of documents tabled at the meeting (Appears as Doc. No 038 ).
9.2. Closing Remarks

The Chair highlighted the main decisions which were reached at the meeting and which would be reported to the CTI. The Chair also thanked all participants for their support and cooperation. 

The People’s Republic of China informed the  SCCP that the first SCCP Meeting next year has been tentatively scheduled on 17-19 February 2001 in Beijing. 

10. Adoption of the Report of the 1st SCCP Meeting in Brunei in 2000

The SCCP adopted the Report of the Second SCCP Meeting in Brunei Darussalam.  The SCCP endorsed the SCCP Convenor’ Summary Report, including the matrix on SCCP actions plans and deliverables for 2000 for submission to the CTI/SOM and Ministers in November 2000. (Appears as Doc. No 033 ).
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