CHAIR’S SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE 

ECOTECH SUB-SOMMITTEE

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

The first meeting of the Ecotech Sub-Committee was held in Brunei Darussalam on 16 February 2000.  The meeting was attended by representatives from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; The People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; the Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States; and Viet Nam.  The APEC Secretariat also attended.  A representative of PECC was present as observer.  The list of delegates is attached as Annex A.
2.
Dr Medhi Krongkaew, Director, Thai APEC Study Center (TASC), Institute of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University, chaired the meeting.

I. Chair’s Opening Remark

3.
The Chair welcomed participants to the meeting of the Ecotech Sub-Committee (ESC) noting that it was his first meeting since taking over as Chair from Ambassador Lozoya.  He reported on the briefing he had provided to the SOM and the Joint Fora, including on the emphasis he would be placing on improving coordination and management of APEC’s Ecotech activities.  He considered Ecotech to be more than just the ‘third leg’ of APEC and shared the view that it was the ‘heart’ of APEC, the vital organ that sustains life of APEC.  

II. Adoption of the Agenda

4.
The draft Agenda was approved and is attached as Annex B.

III. Business Arrangements

5.
The Chair and the Secretariat briefed members on the business arrangements for the meeting.  Members were reminded to circulate papers for consideration at the meeting at least two weeks prior to the meeting.

IV. 2000 Work Program

(i) Monitoring and evaluating implementation of Ecotech Guidelines and Weightings Matrix

6.
The meeting agreed that evaluation of completed Ecotech projects, notably on the outcomes and lessons learned, and should form part of the ESC’s Work Program this year.  As the HRD Working Group would be meeting in Brunei in May, members considered that it would be useful to devote half a day for an evaluation of completed HRD projects.  Individual economies and the HRDWG Lead Shepherd/network coordinators would be invited to discuss lessons learnt from their involvement in HRD projects.  The value of outside assistance, such as from APIAN, in conducting the evaluation of projects was flagged.  The Chair noted that as Dr Richard Feinberg of APIAN would be in Brunei in May for a meeting of the International Consortium of APEC Study Centers, he would invite him to the next ESC meeting so that members could discuss how best to conduct the evaluation of APEC projects.  It was also agreed that a sample of the Ecotech Weightings Matrix submitted to the BMC in July should be examined at the third ESC meeting, in order to assess how APEC fora are responding to the matrix.

7.
In response to a suggestion that the ESC Chair should be involved when the BMC was considering Ecotech projects, the Chair noted it was a sensitive issue and that he would need to take soundings from the BMC Chair and others to see how best he could contribute to the process.  Members were advised that the BMC was reviewing its Project Evaluation form and that it would be opportune to ask it to include a question on the Ecotech impact of a project. 

8.
Members recalled that the Secretariat used to circulate information on APEC projects, sorted by fora and Ecotech theme.  Notwithstanding the availability of that information from the APEC Project Database, they felt it would be useful to continue to receive the information, sorted by Ecotech themes, for consideration at ESC meetings. The Secretariat was also asked to consider and report on the feasibility of implementing the suggestions by the US in document 2000/SOM1/ESC/011 concerning the compilation of project information.
 (ii)
Overseeing and reporting on the implementation of the "Kuala Lumpur Action Program on Skills Development" and the "Agenda for Science and Technology Industry Cooperation into the 21st Century";

9.
Malaysia and China briefed members on recent developments in the implementation of the two Ecotech initiatives.  It was agreed that the HRDWG and ISTWG would be asked to report by ESC III on what actions had been taken in their respective fora to implement the Skills Development and Science and Technology initiatives.  Members were also encouraged to advise the Secretariat of any separate activity by their economies on the two initiatives so that the full scope of activities could be determined.  Members emphasized the importance of implementing training programs that were market-driven, involved public and private partnerships, and prepared workers with new skills.  The US proposed that the HRDWG be asked to assist APEC fora and member economies in developing such training programs.

(iii)
Demonstrating the benefits of economic and technical cooperation

10.
The meeting noted the US paper suggesting a review of outreach efforts planned or underway and the need to make the APEC website more user-friendly.  The need to provide a balanced view of APEC outcomes and facilitate two-way communication was emphasized.  The Secretariat advised that it was considering an outreach strategy which included better presentation of information on the APEC website; using opportunities of meetings in member economies to meet with relevant government agencies and business/academic groups; and making APEC deliverables/announceables more understandable to the community.  The meeting agreed it would be useful for the Secretariat to produce an inventory of its own outreach efforts and, where possible, highlight the outcome of those efforts.  However, in view of the SOM’s own deliberations on an APEC outreach strategy and the expected paper from the SOM Chair at SOM II, the meeting agreed to await that outcome before developing a separate strategy for Ecotech.

11.
New Zealand briefed members that the Clearing House project had now been approved by the BMC, subject to caveats on reporting, and that tenders would shortly be called for the implementation of Phase 1.  Members noted that suggestions in the paper by China for a survey on the availability of APEC resources on Ecotech and dissemination of information on Ecotech initiatives by individual APEC economies could be accommodated in the Clearing House mechanism, particularly when Phase 2 was operational.  New Zealand agreed to provide a further progress report on the Clearing House project at the next meeting.

(iv) Review of Part II of Osaka Action Plan
12.
Members considered the proposal by Japan for a review of Part II of the Osaka Action Plan in this year’s work program.  However, in view of the careful balance presented in Part I and Part II, members sought further elaboration in writing from Japan before deciding on whether to refer the proposal to SOM for endorsement in the ESC work program.

(v) Implementing the Strengthening Markets Road Map

13.
Given the importance attached by Leaders last year to strengthening markets and the cross-cutting nature of the Road Map that was approved, it was agreed that the ESC should include a review of the implementation of the Ecotech elements of the Road Map.  The Chair noted that the ESC was required to prepare an initial report for SOM II and a full report for the SOM Chair by mid-August on progress in advancing capacity-building issues to strengthen markets.  

14.
Japan identified activities such as seminars on the development of legal infrastructure and the 2000 APEC SME and New Business Support Workshop, as concrete actions in an “evolutionary” approach that would support capacity building in developing economies.  Japan also proposed that the Initiative for Strengthening Human Resources Development for Structural Reform, which was endorsed last year, should be developed further and implemented.  In response to concerns that taking up the proposal could overload the responsibilities of the HRDWG, Japan explained that it would be willing to elaborate on the paper in consultation with other economies and relevant working groups.

15.
The year 2000 Work Program, as approved, is at Annex C

V. Improving Coordination of Ecotech Activities

16.
The meeting confirmed that there was little value at this time for an update of the coordination papers Developing Human Capital, Harnessing Technologies for the Future and Strengthening the Dynamism of SMEs that were submitted to Ministers last year.  There were a number of recommendations in those papers and, as Ministers had endorsed them, it would be important to seek further information from relevant fora on what actions were being taken to implement them.  The Chair agreed to write to relevant fora to remind them of the recommendations and to seek advice on their implementation.  In addition, members considered it useful to invite the HRDWG Lead Shepherd to the next ESC meeting not only to find out more about implementation of the HRD-related recommendations, but also to discuss the evaluation of Ecotech projects.  

17.
The Ecotech Sub-committee noted the development of the PFP (Partners for Progress) project proposals on business planning and SMEs endorsed by the HRDWG the previous month.

18.
Korea indicated a continuing interest in monitoring developments in the Ecotech theme Strengthening the Dynamism of SMEs, however, members advised that it would be preferable for the relevant fora to conduct any review of activities rather than individual economies.  

19.
Indonesia advised that it would be revising its coordination paper on "Strengthening Economic Infrastructure” and should have a draft available for consideration intersessionally in March.
20.
Australia and Mexico agreed to prepare draft reports on Developing Stable, Safe and Efficient Capital Markets and Safeguarding the Quality of Life Through Environmentally Sound Growth respectively, for consideration at the third meeting of the ESC.  Australia confirmed that it would be consulting with the co-chairs of Finance Deputies in preparing the report on capital markets.

VI. Infrastructure Workshop

21.
The Chair of the Infrastructure Workshop, Dr Bambang Soedjito briefed members on the background to the IWS and the steps leading to the re-constitution of the forum under the ESC.  During the transition period last year, the forum sought to look at infrastructure cooperation in practical terms, focusing on activities that would lead to early results to growth.  The rural integration for sustainable economies (RISE) project was one such outcome.  The IWS Chair advised that he would be seeking to broaden participation in the IWS, perhaps through virtual communication, so that the expertise of infrastructure planners and financial institution practitioners could be tapped.  He proposed to use the RISE project as a framework for the development of such a network.  

22.
The IWS Chair advised that he would be discussing a work program with IWS members intersessionally, with a view to finalizing it at a meeting in late May for consideration by the ESC at its second meeting.  The meeting endorsed the steps outlined by the IWS Chair.

VII. Other Business

(i)
Guidebook on APEC Projects

23.
The Secretariat drew attention to the availability of the latest edition of the Guidebook on APEC Projects on the APEC website - www.apecsec.org.sg and reminded members who were overseeing projects or developing project proposals to go through the updated Guidebook carefully to familiarize themselves with the changes.
(ii)
Broadening Participation

24.
In response to a question, the ESC Chair explained that during his presentation to the SOM there was a suggestion that the SOM could benefit if ABAC were able to attend SOM as an observer.  In that context he offered his personal view that it would equally be useful for a representative of the APEC Study Centres to attend APEC meetings.  However, as both ideas were only suggestions and had not yet been debated fully by the SOM he was willing to write to the SOM Chair in a personal capacity to elaborate on his views.

(iii)
Meeting Documents
25.
In view of the late circulation of some papers, it was agreed that unless the Secretariat received any objections in writing from members by 17 March, the documents tabled at the meeting would be made available for public release.

(iv)
Next Meeting

26.
Members agreed to meet again in late May in Brunei, at a date to be determined in consultation with the Brunei Secretariat.
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Action Arising

	Para #
	Action By
	Task
	Due

	20
	Australia, Mexico
	Coordination papers on Strengthening Capital Markets and Sustainable Development
	ESC III

	6
	ESC Chair
	Invite HRDWG Lead Shepherd/Network Coordinators to discuss project evaluation

Invite Dr Feinberg
	ESC II


ESC II

	7
	ESC Chair
	Explore involvement in BMC process
	ESC II

	7
	ESC Chair
	Seek BMC agreement to include a question on the Ecotech impact of project in the Project Evaluation form
	March BMC

	9
	ESC Chair
	Invite HRDWG and ISTWG to provide follow-up reports on Skills Development and S&T
	Feb-Mar

	13
	ESC Chair
	Report to SOM on progress in advancing capacity building aspects of strengthening markets
	SOM II

	16
	ESC Chair
	Write to APEC fora on implementation of coordination paper recommendations

Invite HRDWG Lead Shepherd
	Feb-Mar


ESC II

	6
	ESC Members
	To share lessons learnt from their Economy’s involvement in HRD projects

Review sample of Ecotech Weightings Matrix
	ESC II


ESC III

	9
	ESC Members
	Report on Economy activities in Skills Development and S&T
	ESC III

	25
	ESC Members
	Objections to release of meeting documents
	17 March

	19
	Indonesia
	Infrastructure Coordination paper
	March

	22
	Indonesia
	Draft IWS Work Program
	ESC II

	12
	Japan
	Paper on OAA Part II review
	ESC II

	11
	New Zealand
	Progress report on Clearing House project
	ESC II

	8
	Secretariat
	Circulate table on Ecotech projects by themes.

Report on the feasibility of implementing the suggestions in document 2000/SOM1/ESC/011
	ESC II

ESC II

	10
	Secretariat
	Circulate SOM outreach paper when available
	ESC II


