Report of the Third Meeting of the APEC

Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC)

Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam

17 and 18 September 2000

The 3rd SCSC meeting for 2000 was held on 17 and 18 September 2000 in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.  The meeting was attended by representatives from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; The People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; The Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; the Republic of the Philippines; the Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Viet Nam. The APEC Secretariat, the Information Technology Industry Council (ITI), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Co-operation (APLAC), the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) were also in attendance.

Mr Pg Hj Matusin MATASAN, Ministry of Development, Brunei Darussalam, chaired the meeting. 

The Vice Chairs for the meeting included Mr Rory McLeod (New Zealand) and Mr Li Shaoqing (People’s Republic of China), the latter being represented by Mr Zhao Lin Hua (People’s Republic of China).

The meeting considered those documents listed in 2000/SOM3/CTI/SCSC/000 Revision 1.

1. Opening

The Chair welcomed all the member economies to the 3rd meeting of the SCSC for 2000.

2. Adoption of the Agenda

The SCSC adopted the agenda as proposed.

3. Business Arrangements

The Chair provided information on business arrangements for the meeting and support for the delegates.  Mr Graeme Drake (New Zealand) was elected to undertake a co-ordinating role in the drafting of the report of the meeting.

4. Report on the Developments since the 2nd SCSC

The SCSC noted the report from the Chair on development since the last SCSC.

5. Co-ordination with Other APEC Fora

The SCSC noted the report from Hong Kong China on the Ad Hoc Task Force on Trade Facilitation.

The SCSC noted the report of the APEC Secretariat on activities related to SCSC work programs in other APEC fora.

6. 3rd APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance

The SCSC noted the report of Brunei Darussalam and approved the following actions resulting from the Conference:

1.
APMP suggested that in considering the importance of global MRA for metrology standards, non-member economies of Metric Treaty should be encouraged to participate in the Metric Treaty or as an associated member of CGPM (General Conference of Weights and Measures).

2. Encourage PASC to continue to identify and raise with ISO matters of concern with regard to the working of the Vienna Agreement.

3. That SCSC through the appropriate channel take the opportunity to inform the WTO/TBT Committee of the capacity building work that is undertaken in SCSC.

4. Draft up a guide information document on what is the performance based criteria/elements for the Electrical/Electronic Equipment.

5. That SCSC include in their meeting agenda on TBT the exchange of information on the implementation of the TBT by member economies.

6. That SCSC consider sponsoring TILF training courses on TBT implementation.

7. 
The Conference also highlighted the need to:

i. enhance capacity building to support implementation of the adoption of the international standards .

ii. put in place programs to improve and maintain the standards development and conformance infrastructure.

iii. Commit to aligning member economies domestic standards with recognised international standards within the agreed dateline.

Recommendations

1. It is recommended that the SCSC to take note and consider the proposals made at the Conference in evaluating current programmes and for initiating future work program of the SCSC.

2. The experience of organising the Third Conference after a two-year break indicated that this is a suitable time interval for the SCSC to review the broader issues in such a forum. In view of the generally very positive feedback from the participants, it is proposed that the next Conference be held in 2002.
7. Business Involvement

The SCSC received and discussed the Chair’s report (2000/SOM3/CTI/SCSC/013) of the workshop held on 12 September 2000. The Report emphasised the general acknowledgement among the workshop participants of trade facilitation and regulatory benefits to APEC member economies of basing their safety and electromagnetic interference regulations for computer products on the One Standard-One Test, Supplier's Declaration of Conformity (1‑1SDoC) approach proposed by ITI.

A draft SCSC Work Program (2000/SOM3/CTI/SCSC/014Rev1) on Trade Facilitation in Information Technology was submitted for SCSC endorsement and further submittal to the CTI/SOM.  The Work Program was prepared on the basis of information gathered in a survey of member economies' current regulations, the results of the two SCSC/ITI workshops, and other discussions

Canada, the People’s Republic of China, and Mexico expressed their need for additional consultation on this specific proposal with domestic regulators.

The SCSC have agreed to the following actions:

a) The Chair requested that member economies review the draft Work Program and submit comments to the Secretariat by 30 September 2000.

b) The Secretariat will then communicate a revised draft to member economies by 3 October 2000.

c) Member economies will then have until 6 October 2000 to indicate their concurrence with the proposed Work Program.  No response from SCSC members will be interpreted as consent.

d) Provided that SCSC have agreed to the Work Program, the SCSC direct the Chair to seek inclusion of the Work Program in CTI Annual Report.

The SCSC noted the ITI initiative to establish DeclareNet.  This will be a collaborative business-to-government e-service intended to support regulators in the implementation of supplier's declaration of conformity and post-market surveillance. The SCSC agreed to review a United States proposal (2000/SOM3/CTI/SCSC/052) for urgent TILF funding to assist industry in seeking input from APEC regulatory officials for its further development.

8. Alignment with International Standards

a) Good Regulatory Practice

The SCSC noted the report from Australia on the Seminar on Post Market Surveillance held on 13 September and the third Ad Hoc Meeting held on 14 September.

The SCSC endorsed the Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulation and the Information Notes on Good Practice for Technical Regulation to be submitted to CTI and SOM as two of the major deliverables from SCSC in 2000.
b) Review Process for Alignment Work

The SCSC noted the report from Japan.  Japan encouraged those economies that have yet to return their Voluntary Action Program 2000 to do so by 30 September 2000 at makino-kyoko@miti.go.jp.  The new information will be uploaded in the APEC homepage early in November 2000.

Japan reported that some economies were not using the electronic format provided by Japan and urged members to use the correct electronic format in filling the economy's data of alignment. It was furthermore advised that English mode should be used in filling the format, otherwise the input would not be able to be read by Japan.

Japan further explained the document 2000/SOM3/CTI/SCSC/018 that suggested a table format to indicate the degree of alignment in each of the initial 4 priority areas.  This is to be used in conjunction with the VAP 2001 enquiry that corresponds to the actual 2000 comprehensive review (data as of 1 January 2001). Japan mentioned, and congratulated, that already at this point (1 January 2000 data) 5 economies had completed alignment in all 4 initial priority areas (corresponding to 41 international standards).

Japan also mentioned that, based on the decision of SCSC2, the 17 international standards in the new priority area of CASCO documents and management system standards, initially proposed by Malaysia, will be added to the current list for VAP 2001 format.

The SCSC noted that this is a major deliverable for the year 2000 in the area of alignment with international standards to be reported to CTI. 
c) Additional Priority Areas for Alignment

The SCSC noted the revised results of the survey from Malaysia and endorsed a proposal from Singapore to include IEC 60950 in the schedule of standards for alignment.  The target date for alignment for developed members is 2004, and for developing members 2008.  It will be included in the VAP 2001 format.
d) International Standards in the Area of Building and Construction and Hazardous Area Equipment

SCSC noted the reports from the convenor economies for the four ad hoc expert groups.

Those member economies, which have not yet nominated experts to the ad hoc Technical Groups, are encouraged to do so.

In the case of ad hoc Technical Group 4 member economies are encouraged to complete their economy specific details regarding regulation of hazardous area equipment through the website.

9. Recognition of Conformity Assessment in the Regulated Sector

a) Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Electrical and Electronic Equipment

The Chair of the JAC, in speaking to his report, noted that the JAC would be focussing its efforts on facilitating participation in parts 2 and 3 of the MRA.

Having completed a format for information interchange, he urged those economies that are not already involved to participate in the arrangement. He further noted that the JAC had identified the need to involve relevant regulatory bodies in the process and urged all economies to support the participation of their regulators.

Japan mentioned the importance of participation and activities in Part 1 before member economies move to participate in further parts.

Chile identified their intention to participate in Part 1 of the MRA.  

SCSC noted the report on the participation of member economies in the Arrangement received from the APEC Secretariat. 

b) Reports on Implementation of: 

i) the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products

ii) Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety

SCSC members were requested to bring to the attention of their consumer safety regulators the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety.

iii) APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls

SCSC noted the report from the APEC Secretariat.

10. Recognition in the Voluntary Sector

a) Closer Linkages between SCSC and Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs)

The SCSC and SRBs agreed to the Statement of Commitment as detailed in document 2000/SOM3/CTI/SCSC/026 Revision 1.

b) Reports from the Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs)

SCSC noted the reports from SRBs.

It was also noted that APLAC will achieve its first APEC milestone – all industrial economies will be a signatory of the APLAC Mutual Recognition Agreement by the end of 2000. 

11. Co-operation on Technical Infrastructure Development
a) Review of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program

The SCSC noted and endorsed the preliminary report of Australia for submittal to CTI.  Those SCSC members who have yet to respond to the survey, which forms the basis for the report, are encouraged to do so by 30 November 2000.  A final report will be submitted to the 1st SCSC in 2001.

b) Technical Infrastructure Development Projects

The SCSC noted the report from the APEC Secretariat on the outcomes of the APEC Budget and Management Committee (BMC).  Five projects had been considered and were reported upon as follows:

i) Resubmitted proposal for ILAC Technical Training for APEC Testing and Calibration Laboratory Professionals (CTI 20/2000T)

No consensus was reached on this proposal by BMC in July.  Subsequently the proposal had been redrafted and resubmitted to SCSC inter-sessionally.  SCSC had approved this revised proposal and submitted it to CTI for their consideration.
ii) APEC Speakers’ Bureau on the Standards Based Management Systems (CTI 21/2000T)

The SCSC noted the approval by the BMC of this project, and confirmed the work plan reported by the Philippines.

iii) Promoting the Active Participation of the APEC Member Economies in the APEC MRAs (CTI 08/2001T)

The SCSC noted the approval by the BMC of this project, and confirmed the work plan prepared by Viet Nam.  SCSC members are to facilitate attendance by their standards and conformance and regulatory agencies in the survey, the workshop in July 2001, and the training course scheduled for November 2001.

iv) APLMF Training Project on Rice Moisture Measurement (CTI 09/2001T)

The SCSC noted the approval by the BMC of this project, and confirmed the work plan reported by Australia.

v) APMP Experts’ Training for APEC members (CTI 01/2001T)

The SCSC noted the approval by the BMC of this project, and confirmed the project timetable as proposed by the Philippines.

c) Report on Partners for Progress (PFP) Project

Japan thanked those economies that had provided comments on the past PFP programs that were useful in improving and finalising this year's PFP program to be held on 6-11 November 2000 in Malaysia. SIRIM Berhad will send members the formal information and invitation to nominate trainees to the SCSC members immediately after the SCSC meeting.

The Chair noted that there will be a report on PFP in the first meeting in China in 2001.

d) Integrated Regional Approach to Enhanced Food Control Systems (CTI 13/99T and CTI 06/99T)

i) APEC Workshops on the Food/Drug interface

SCSC noted the report and endorsed the 5 recommendations submitted by Australia.  The endorsed recommendations are as follows:

1. Agree to endorse in principal the work program as revised since the last SCSC meeting.

2. Agree to review progress at the 1st meeting of SCSC in 2001, including nominations from Member Economies to lead, or participate in, groups co-ordinating and implementing sections of the work program as revised as attachment 1;

3. Endorse the draft template for Regulatory Profile on Foods, Medicines and Related Products, which appears as attachment 2;

4. Agree that member Economies prepare their Regulatory Profiles (based on the template) by 31 January 2001 and notify the APEC  Secretariat of its availability;

5. Nominate appropriate experts, preferably ones that participate in the Food/Drug Workshops to participate in the SCSC/ISTWG side meeting in February 2001.

In relation to recommendation 5, the Australia New Zealand Food Authority, will act as the contact for SCSC members’ expert nominees to the meeting which will take place on the margins of the scheduled Industrial Science and Technology Working Group/SCSC meeting in February 2001.  ANZFA’s contact details are as follows: claire.pontin@anzfa.gov.au

ii) Progress report on training in Risk Analysis

SCSC noted the commencement of the evaluation phase of this project, including the fact that the Ad-Hoc Working Group will examine the Evaluation Tender.  The Australia New Zealand Food Authority is aware of and will endeavour to meet the disbursement deadline for this project report in relation to the funding allocation for the project.  It is expected a final evaluation report will be available to SCSC in early 2001.

SCSC members are requested to review and update the contact information for the ad hoc Working Group.

e) Training/Seminar on ISO/IEC Guides 65 & 62 (CTI 29/99T)

The SCSC noted the report from Australia.

f) Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) Readiness Project (CTI 32/99T)

The SCSC noted the report from the Philippines.  Components 1: APLAC Training Workshop for MRA Evaluators and 3:APLAC Attachment Training have been completed.  Work has been started in Component 2: Appraisal for Readiness to Enter APLAC MRA with two economies likely to participate.

The SCSC endorsed the participation of non-APEC member economy Venezuela in this project, provided that no APEC funding will be used to facilitate that participation.

g) Project on Quality Systems for Calibration Services at National Metrology Institutes (CTI 10/2000T)

The SCSC noted the report from the Philippines.  While contract negotiations are ongoing between the APEC Secretariat and the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), preparations for the workshops which are included in the project are underway.

The 1st workshop will be held on 4-7 December 2000 in Singapore.  Invitations will be sent out in due course.  Participants will be limited to 20-25 quality managers to ensure the workshop is effective.

12. Transparency
a) Updating Member Economy Contact Points

The SCSC noted the report of the United States.  The contact list update process has been completed and now includes reference to Specialist Regional Body contacts.  The list can be accessed at:

www.apecsec.org.sg/scsc/scsc-contact-info.htm/
b) Sustainable Development Project on the Research on Food Labelling Laws, Regulations and Standards in APEC Member Economies (CTI 03/2000T)

The SCSC noted the report from the People’s Republic of China.  The project report was distributed and SCSC members agreed to return comments to PRC not later than 19 November 2000.

c) TIC-CAR Project through the APEC Co-operation Centre for Conformity Assessment (CTI 11/2000T and CTI 08/2001T)

The SCSC noted the report of Korea, and will encourage accreditation and conformity assessment bodies within their economies to use the submitted Registration Form to provide data for the TIC-CAR database.

13. Review of TBT Agreement

The SCSC noted the report from Japan.  SCSC showed its appreciation of the WTO TBT Committee Secretary for having participated in the 3rd APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance.

14. European Commission (EC)/SCSC Dialogue

The SCSC confirmed the following topics would be discussed at the next EC/SCSC dialogue:

· The role/influence of CEN/CENELEC in the international standardisation activities by ISO/IEC, including the meaning of the Vienna Agreement and the Dresden Agreement.

· The merits and problems arising from the global approach adopted by EC.

· The merits and problems arising from the ‘Accreditation Preference Principle’ that is understood to have EC support.

· The actual application of conformity assessment schemes by the regulatory authorities of EC, EA/MLA, IEC/CB Scheme)

· EC’s experience of the Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity (SDoC)

The SCSC directed the Chair to invite the European Commission to a dialogue meeting in the margins of the 1st SCSC meeting in 2001, and to put forward the above issues for discussion.
15. Endorsement of SCSC Collective Action Plan (CAP) 2000

The SCSC endorsed the amended CAP 2000 as detailed in Attachment 1.

The SCSC  endorsed the Matrix of 2000 Trade Investment Liberalisation Facilitation (TILF) Outcomes as detailed in Attachment 2.

16. Individual Action Plan (IAP) Issues

The SCSC endorsed the final proposed revisions to the Osaka Action Agreement (OAA) Guidelines as detailed in Attachment 3.

The SCSC endorsed the amended electronic IAP (e-IAP) template as detailed in Attachment 4.

17. Review of SCSC Mandates

The SCSC endorsed the amended SCSC Terms of Reference as detailed in Attachment 5.
18. Other Business
a) APEC Food System

The Chair reported on the activities undertaken by SCSC in relation to APEC Food System recommendations.

b) Gender Information Session (GIS)

The SCSC noted and thanked the SOM Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Gender Integration (AGGI) for the Gender Information Session (GIS).

c) BizAPEC.com Website

The SCSC noted and thanked Australia for the presentation on the BizAPEC.com website.
19. Chairmanship

The SCSC confirmed the 2001 SCSC Chair will be Mr LI Shao Qing, Director General, Department for Science-Technology and International Co-operation, State Administration for Entry Exit Inspection and Quarantine of the Peoples’ Republic of China.

SCSC confirmed the Vice Chairs as Brunei Darussalam and Mexico.

20. Future Meetings

The People’s Republic of China invited members to the 2001 SCSC meetings.  The meetings are scheduled as follows:

	APEC SOM
	Dates
	Location

	APEC SOM I
	February 11-19 
	Beijing

	APEC SOM II
	May 26-June 3
	Shenzhen

	APEC SOM III
	August 17-25
	Dalian


21. Meeting Documents

The meeting considered the public release of documents tabled at the meeting.  It was agreed that with immediate effect, all documents would be accessible to the public with the exception of the following:

· SCSC Chairs Summary Report to the CTI (Provisional)

· Draft SCSC Collective Action Plan 2000

· Draft SCSC TILF Outcomes 2000

· Draft SCSC Work Program on Trade Facilitation in Information Technology Products (and Revision 1)

· Principles and Features of Good Regulatory Practice for Technical Regulation

· Information Notes on Good Regulatory Practice

· Statement of Commitment (Malaysia) (and Revision 1)

· Resubmitted proposal for ILAC Technical Training for APEC Testing and Calibration Laboratory Professionals

· Preliminary Plan to Implement APEC Speakers’ Bureau on the Standards Based Management Systems (Philippines)

· Preliminary Plan to Implement Promoting the Active Participation of the APEC Member Economies in the APEC MRAs

· Preliminary Plan to Implement APLMF Training Project on Rice Moisture Measurement (Australia)

· SCSC/EC Dialogue (Brunei Darussalam)

· Proposed Revision to the OAA and OAA Guidelines (and Revision 1)

· IAP Template for Standards and Conformance

· SCSC Terms of Reference

· SCSC Chairs report on the Implementation of Leader’s Directions on the APEC Food System

· Progress report on the work of the Ad hoc Task Force on Trade Facilitation

· B2G E-Service for Website Post Market Surveillance of SDoC

22. Adjournment

The Chair requests the co-operation of member economies to note the action points contained within these minutes, and complete their actions by the dates in bold.

The SCSC expressed their thanks and appreciation to Brunei Darussalam for hosting the series of meeting this year, especially the professional and able chairmanship of Mr Pg Hj Matusin MATASAN, and paid tribute to the organisational and management skills of Rosalind Khan and her staff.  The SCSC also thanked, Kazuo Yuhara, APEC Secretariat, for his efficiency and effectiveness in contributing to the successful meetings.

The Chair expressed his thanks for the attendance of members at the final SCSC meeting for 2000, including the Secretariat support provided by New Zealand.
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