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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

SINGAPORE

27-31 MARCH 2000

I.
INTRODUCTION:
Singapore hosted the Seventeenth Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) over 27-31 March 2000.  The Meeting’s program included two days of Expert and Sub-Group meetings; two meetings of Shepherds, Heads of Delegation and Steering Committee Coordinators; an Aviation Safety Seminar; an Intermodal Skills Project Workshop; and meetings of the three Steering Committees, including a Special Meeting of the Steering Committee for More Competitive Transportation Industry on Air Services.  An introductory Plenary Session was held on the morning of Monday, 27 March, and the main Plenary Session, which was chaired by the Lead Shepherd, was held on Thursday, 30 March. 

At the TPT-WG/17 meeting, some 245 participants from 21 economies (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; the Philippines; Singapore; Russia; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States; and Viet Nam) were in attendance.  PECC participated as an Official Observer and the International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association as a Guest.  The International Air Transport Association and the International Multimodal Transport Association attended sub-group meetings as one-off, non-policy events.

II.  WELCOME AND OPENING STATEMENT
Opening remarks at the Introductory Plenary were made on behalf of the Host Economy by Mr Jaspal Singh, Deputy Secretary of the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology.  In welcoming delegates to Singapore, Mr Singh congratulated the Lead Shepherd and Deputy Lead Shepherd on their recent appointments to these positions and stressed that even with the development of new technology, transportation will continue to play an important role in facilitating business and trade in the APEC region.  Mr Singh pointed out that there was much work for the TPT-WG at this meeting, including commencing arrangements for the Transportation Ministerial meeting that will be taking place in Peru in 2001.   He also reminded participants of the visit to Singaport 2000 on Friday 31 March, an excellent opportunity to experience the latest developments in information technologies in the maritime sector.

The Lead Shepherd thanked Singapore for its excellent work in organising TPT-WG 17 and welcomed the 245 participants to the meeting.  He introduced Mr Jose Barojas of the APEC Secretariat and Professor Chris Kissling of PECC International.  He noted that an apology had been received from the South Pacific Forum Secretariat.

The Lead Shepherd also welcomed an Official Guest representative from the International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association and noted one-off guest participation at TPT-WG 17 by the International Air Transport Association and the International Multimodal Transport Association.

The Lead Shepherd then introduced Professor Chang Pilwha, Chair of the SOM Adhoc Group on Gender Integration (AGGI), to briefly discuss the “Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC”.

Professor Chang noted that the 1999 Auckland Leaders Declaration endorsed the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC, a significant step in enhancing women’s ability to contribute to and share in the wider prosperity of the APEC region.  The objective of the Framework is to remove impediments to the full participation of women in APEC.  Professor Chang reminded the TPT-WG that its implementation is the responsibility of all APEC fora as well as for all those involved in the APEC process and that it may also be applied at individual economy level.  There are three elements to the Framework:

· Gender analysis;

· Collection and use of sex disaggregated data; and

· The involvement of women in APEC.

Professor Chang advised that the SOM AGGI wanted to see greater use of gender analysis in all APEC fora and congratulated the TPT-WG on forming a Gender Project Team and for its Compendium of Success Stories.  She also pointed out that the TPT-WG was the first APEC Working Group to invite her to speak on gender integration.

The Lead Shepherd urged all economies to attend the Gender Project Meeting on Tuesday 28 March.

The Lead Shepherd invited comments from the Steering Committee Coordinators (SCCs) and the Deputy Lead Shepherd.

The Coordinator for the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (Including Infrastructure) (SC/CT) thanked Korea for its past work as Coordinator of the SC/CT and congratulated it on assuming the role of Coordinator of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research and Education).  He observed that this was a very important meeting for the TPT-WG, especially with the need to respond to the Leaders’ Auckland Declaration on Air Services.  To that end, a Special SC/CT Meeting on Air Services would take place on Tuesday 28 March.  The SC/CT had a substantial work programme, including several new project proposals for prioritisation at its meeting on Wednesday 29 March. 

The Coordinator for the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (Including New Technologies) (SC/SE) welcomed the Lead Shepherd and Deputy Lead Shepherd into their new roles and reported that the SC/SE would consider a number of existing projects and some new project proposals at its meeting on Wednesday 29 March, including a special Aviation Safety Seminar and the Transportation Security Initiative, as well as a concept paper for a possible project on Reciprocal Acceptance of Aviation Certification and Continuing Airworthiness.  He also suggested that with the TPT-WG having a large number of projects, it could consider ways to better manage them, such as by merging some subgroups or having more joint projects across two or more subgroups.

The Coordinator for the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research and Education) (SC/HRD) expressed appreciation to Australia for its past work as Coordinator of the SC/HRD and congratulated it on assuming the role of Coordinator of the SC/CT.  He advised that the SC/HRD would be discussing a number of issues at its meeting on Wednesday 29 March, such as Gender Integration, Seafarer Training, Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications, and a review of the APEC Database of Transport Research, Development and Education.

The Deputy Lead Shepherd took the opportunity to thank the TPT-WG for its support and expressed his commitment to achieving the goals of APEC.  He also thanked the Lead Shepherd for his support and assistance.

III.
 CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Agenda was adopted without amendment.

IV.
REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/SCCs/HODs MEETING
The Lead Shepherd advised that the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs met on Monday 27 March and Wednesday 29 March 2000.  The salient points of the 27 March meeting were:

· Report from the Programme Director, Mr Jose Barojas;

· Presentation from Professor Chang Pilwha, Chair of the SOM Adhoc Group on Gender Integration;

· The discussion of management issues, such as the Operational Plan, Project Guidelines, Management Guidelines, and Strategic Direction Paper;

· Arrangements for the Third Transportation Working Group Ministerial Meeting, to be held in Peru in June 2001;

· Noted the transfer of responsibility from Australia to Chinese Taipei for the TPT-WG website and the Virtual Centre for Transportation Research, Development and Education from May 2000 to May 2002;

· Posting of transport components of economy IAPs on the TPT-WG website; and

· Discussion of the proper process for determining guest participation at TPT-WG meetings;

At its further meeting on Wednesday 29 March, the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs discussed:

· Summaries of Steering Committee reports presented by SCCs;

· Project proposals for ranking;

· Agreement to the revised Project Guidelines, Management Guidelines, and Strategic Direction Paper;

· Future hosting of TPT-WG meetings; 

· Competing seminar/workshop proposals for TPT-WG meetings; and

· Guest participation.

After some discussion of the issues listed above, the Lead Shepherd sought the meeting’s approval of the following management documents:

· Project Guidelines;

· Management Guidelines; and

· Strategic Direction Paper; 

The Plenary endorsed these documents, while noting that the Strategic Direction Paper in particular would remain a living document, to be reviewed and amended in the leadup to the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting.

The Plenary then endorsed the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs Report.

IV.  REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee for More Competitive Transportation Industry (including infrastructure) (TPTWG17/PLEN5 Rev 1) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting held in Singapore on Wednesday 29 March 2000:

Australia (Coordinator); Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States; and Viet Nam.  An official observer from the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) also attended the meeting.

Plenary noted the completion of the Road Transport Harmonisation Project, Phase V, Stage 1 since the last TPT-WG meeting and that no project evaluations have been completed since the last meeting.

Ongoing Projects

Plenary then considered the reports on Ongoing Projects from the Steering Committee and, on the basis of the recommendations from the Steering Committee, agreed to:

Maritime Initiative (Japan)

1. Note the progress in the work of Maritime Initiative.

2. Stress that all economies should consider participation in the project “Facilitation of International Shipping” as case study economies to ensure a substantial outcome of the project.

3. Note that the responses by the Australian Minister to the Japanese Minister’s report on the work of the MI was received with satisfaction by the MI and that Australia, with assistance from New Zealand, will prepare a paper for TPT-WG/18 on the possible scope and progress of this issue.

4. Note that the MI will continue its work on WTO services negotiation and encourage all economies to provide comments on the models described in the Australian paper on WTO Services negotiation to the MI chair intersessionally, for detailed discussion at TPT-WG/18.          

Port Experts Group (Japan)

1. Note the progress of 6 themes including relocation of the Port Database from Chile to Japan and submission of final reports on the themes.

2. Endorse the new project proposal for “Electronic Port Manifests” which will be finalised with modification based on further intersessional discussion among PEG members.

3. Note that the “APEC Seminar on Disaster Protection Measures for Earthquakes in Ports” will be held in Kobe, Japan 12-13 October 2000, just before TPT-WG/18, and encourage all economies to participate in the seminar.

Electronic Commerce (Australia)

1. Note the progress of the APEC Leaders’ paperless trading initiative and encourage all economies to continue to participate in activities under this important APEC initiative.

2. Approve the funding application for the proposed APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project, proposed by Australia, and cosponsored by Chile and the United States of America, noting also that Australia will arrange for information on the project to be provided to the next meeting of the SCCP in September 2000.

3. Note progress on Phase 1 of the Program to Assist the Implementation of Electronic Commerce for Commercial Messages and invite all economies to consider suggestions for follow up action and advise Australia.

4. Note the progress report on the Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport and invite interested economies to advise Australia if they wish to participate in the project.

Agenda item 4D - Road Transport Harmonisation Project (RTHP) (Australia)

1. Note the Final Report for RTHP Phase V Stage 1 (TPT 02/99).

2. Note that the contract for RTHP Phase V Stage 2 (TPT 01/00) will be let in the near future.

3. Note that the RTHP Group may prepare a proposal later in the year seeking APEC funding for 2001.

4. Note that thirteen APEC economies either currently participate or have indicated their intention to participate in the activities of WP.29 thus demonstrating their commitment to the TPT-WG Operational Plan.

5. Note the views expressed by some RTHP Group members that domestic legal and regulatory issues may create difficulties in agreeing to the proposal to develop a list of regulated vehicle design features and similar proposals that are aimed at achieving Bogor Declaration objectives of ‘free and open’ trade in APEC. 

6. Agree the RTHP Group provide a briefing to the EVSL Automotive Dialogue at its meeting in Manila on 6 - 8 April 2000.

7. Agree to the preparation of a reference to PECC to address the concerns raised in the RTHP Meeting about impediments to facilitating trade in automotive product.

Intermodal Task Force (United States)

1. Approve the final report of the Seamless Passenger Flow Survey Results and urge member economies to adopt best practices as appropriate to their economies.

2. Approve the final report of the Intermodal Freight Survey entitled ‘Common Recognition Concerning Intermodal Cargo Transport’ and encourage use of best practices.

3. Approve the final report of the Transportation Shipping Harmonisation and Integration Planning (TSHIPS) project and urge member economies to test the methodology and report back to ITF on the results of the application.  

4. Note progress on the Intermodal Skills Project including the successful workshop help in conjunction with TPT-WG/17 in Singapore.

5. Note postponement of the Intermodal Symposium (originally scheduled for July 2000 in Seattle); approve the proposed rescheduling of the Intermodal Symposium in conjunction with TPT-WG/18 in October, subject to further discussion in Plenary and note that Australia, Canada, Thailand, and United States will jointly develop the program for the Symposium.

6. Urge all economies to provide comments and suggestions on the future work of the ITF to be submitted intersessionally to the United States or Canada by 15 July 2000.  

7. Note that the ITF will consider its future work program at TPT-WG/18 on the basis of a joint discussion paper to be prepared by a subgroup consisting of Australia, Canada, China, and United States. The ITF foresees several opportunities for joint work with other TPTWG expert and project groups, for example, the ITS, Port Experts Group, Electronic Commerce Group, Maritime Initiative.  The ITF will also take into account the discussion paper to be prepared by Australia for consideration in the ITF and the MI on the possible future integration of the work of the MI with the work of the ITF.
New Project Proposal - Efficiency in the Facilitation of the International Seaborne Trade

Plenary noted the presentation to the Steering Committee of a new project proposal, ‘Efficiency in the Facilitation of the International Seaborne Trade’ proposed by Australia and the recommendation of the Steering Committee that the project proposal be approved for funding. The Plenary also noted advice from the Chairman of the Steering Committee that the further consultations referred to in the Steering Committee report had been completed and agreement reached on the necessary changes to the project proposal. 

Air Services - Response to Leaders' Declaration

Plenary noted the detail of the report of the Steering Committee consideration of air services and agreed to the following:

a) The Transportation Working Group is an appropriate forum for implementing the eight recommendations for more competitive air services, and identifying further steps to liberalise air services in accordance with the Auckland Leaders’ Declaration.

b) In accordance with the Declaration, the TPT-WG will:

(i) Review implementation of each of the eight recommendations for more competitive air services, taking account of the benefits and difficulties of implementation; and

(ii) Pursue further steps to liberalise air services on a voluntary basis, one option raised for consideration being the exploration of plurilateral arrangements by like-minded APEC economies, and another being the widening of the eight recommendations for more competitive air services.  

c) The review of each recommendation be coordinated by economies, as nominated

(i) although this would not preclude any means of cooperation between economies; and

(ii) each economy may invite its academic institutions, airlines and industry sectors to participate in the development of position papers.

d) The review of the eight recommendations and the pursuit of  further steps to liberalise air services be based on the following principles:

(i) that any outcome of air services liberalisation is in accordance with the Bogor goals;

(ii) that progress toward liberalisation of international air services is inclusive and transparent; and

(iii) that consideration be given at TPT-WG/18 as to whether APEC might co-operate with other multilateral fora or regional associations on liberalising air services.

e) With respect to the review of the eight recommendations, each economy be invited to make a submission to the coordinating economy for each recommendation which includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(i) the experience of each economy in implementing each recommendation;

(ii) benefits and difficulties of the implementation of the eight recommendations; 

(iii) identification of further steps to liberalise air services, including factors which have emerged from the “think pieces” prepared by some economies and distributed at TPT-WG/17; and

(iv) development of additional "think pieces".

f) All papers submitted to each coordinating economy will be made available to all other APEC economies.

g) Requests for submissions will be made by the coordinating economy to all other economies by 14 April 2000.

h) Responses to the request will be provided to the coordinating economy by 28 July 2000.

i) Coordinating economies will provide input by 1 September 2000 to assist Australia in preparation of an overview paper to TPT-WG/18, for circulation by 15 September 2000.

j) Each coordinating economy will circulate for TPT-WG/18 a synopsis of submissions it has received by 15 September 2000, and any like-minded economies that wish to explore plurilateral arrangements will report by the same time to TPT-WG/18 on their progress.

k) TPT-WG/18 will decide on next steps in light of consideration of the overview paper, the synopses of the eight recommendations, any additional “think pieces” and reports on further steps to liberalise air services.

l) Following TPT-WG/18, the Lead Shepherd will present these synopses and reports on further steps to liberalise as an assessment to SOM on progress toward implementing the air services elements of the Auckland Leaders’ Declaration. 

In relation to (c) above, Plenary noted that the coordinating economies are:

Recommendation 1:
Air Carrier Ownership and Control 


Coordinating economies: New Zealand and Singapore

Recommendation 2:
Tariffs


Coordinating economy: Hong Kong, China

Recommendation 3: 
Doing Business Matters


Coordinating economy: Chile

Recommendation 4:
Air Freight


Coordinating economies: Japan and Indonesia

Recommendation 5: 
Multiple Airline Designation


Coordinating economy: Korea

Recommendation 6:
Charter Services


Coordinating economies: Brunei Darussalam and Thailand

Recommendation 7:
Airlines’ Cooperative Arrangements


Coordinating economy: Canada

Recommendation 8: 
Market Access


Coordinating economy: United States

Voluntary Reports

Plenary noted receipt by the Committee of economy reports on the implementation of the eight recommendations of the Air Services Group from:

· Hong Kong, China (TPTWG17/SC/CT/2/4)

· Canada (TPTWG 17/SC/CT/2/6)

· Singapore (TPTWG17/SC/CT/2/7)

· Malaysia (TPTWG/SC/CT/2/8)

· Korea (TPTWG17/SC/CT/2/9)

The Plenary agreed to encourage those economies which have yet to submit written voluntary reports on how they are implementing the Air Services Group’s eight recommendations, to submit reports to TPT-WG/18, and those economies which have already reported, to provide updates at each TPT-WG meeting.

Summary of New Project Proposals

Plenary approved the following new project proposals from the Steering Committee and assigned rankings for submission to BMC for the APEC TILF Special Account:

1.
APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project

2.
Electronic Port Manifests 

3.
Efficiency in the Facilitation of the International Seaborne Trade 

The Plenary noted that with respect to the APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project, Australia would arrange for information on the project to be provided to the next meeting of the SCCP in September 2000.
V.
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (INCLUDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (Including New Technologies) (TPTWG17/PLEN6.1) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting held in Singapore on Wednesday 29 March 2000:

Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; Korea; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States (Coordinator).  

Plenary noted the completion of the following projects, pending official APEC Secretariat review:  

· Safer Shipping in the Asia-Pacific Region; and

· Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region. 

Ongoing Projects

The Plenary considered the reports on Ongoing Projects from the Steering Committee and, on the basis of recommendations from the Steering Committee, agreed to:

Road Safety Experts Group (Chinese Taipei)

· Endorse the RSEG report (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.1/1);

· Note that the Steering Committee recommended that a report on Road Transportation Safety issues be presented at the next APEC Transport Ministerial meeting.  It should be further noted that the RSEG should develop a proposal for an appropriate presentation emphasising the role government and the private sector can play in improving road safety in the region, possibly in partnership with the Asian Development Bank, for review at TPT-WG/18;

· Encourage all APEC Economies to attend the March 2001 Global Road Safety Partnership meeting in Japan and the October 2000 International Transportation Summit in the United States;

· Note that all Economies are requested to provide Chinese Taipei with recommendations for RSEG future work;

· Encourage Economies to send comments on the draft final report for the Phase I Questionnaire and Summary of the Questionnaire on the Twelve Major Road Transportation Safety Problems to Chinese Taipei before May 15, 2000, so it can be discussed at TPT-WG/18; and

· Note the need to implement results stemming from reports and discussions of the RSEG.

Urban Transport Forum – Best Practices Manual (Korea)

· Endorse Korea’s final report on the “Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region” (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.2/1);

· Encourage Korea to work intercessionally to develop an activity program for review at TPT-WG/18 regarding the establishment of an urban transport database; and 

· Look for further details intersessionally from Korea on coordinating a half-day meeting or forum at TPT-WG/18 on urban transport issues.

Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee (United States)

· Endorse the report of the SN&C Advisory Committee (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.3/1);

· Encourage maritime and land transport representatives to attend SN&C Advisory Committee meetings;

· Endorse establishment of a “Group of Experts on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Implementation” that would report its initiatives regularly to the SN&C Advisory Committee; and 

· Agree that the advisory committee should work with the Lead Shepherd, APEC Secretariat, and TPT-WG to obtain permission to invite the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), International Air Transport Association (IATA), International Maritime Organisation (IMO), to attend SN&C meetings on a regular basis, and other relevant international organisations as required after one off coordination. 

Spectrum Band Issue/Ministerial Statement (United States)

· Remind Economies to remain vigilant in providing information to their colleagues, particularly within the telecommunication community, on the importance of maintaining Global Navigation Satellite System spectrum protection as noted in the APEC Transport Ministers’ Joint Ministerial Statement.

Aviation Safety Seminar (United States)

· Note success of Aviation Safety Seminar and ask that the United States provide a final report on the seminar and the survey analysis by TPT-WG/18.

Transportation Security (United States)

· Endorse report and recognise establishment of the Transportation Security Experts Group (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.6/1);

· Note that Economies will work intersessionally to develop a revised terms of reference for review at TPT-WG/18;

· Note that the delegates endorsed a proposal by the United States to host an intersessional aviation security working meeting in June 2000 in Hawaii;

· Note that the United States will work with the APEC Secretariat, the Lead Shepherd, and the TPT-WG to gain endorsement for ICAO, IATA, and representatives from the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), Latin American Civil Aviation Conference (LACAC), and the North American Aviation Security Group as presenters at the working meeting;

· Note that economies should notify the United States if they are interested in giving presentations at the intersessional aviation security working meeting; and

· Note that the United States will serve as interim Chair until a permanent chair and co-chair are selected at TPT-WG/18.

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Project (Canada)

· Endorse the ITS Experts Group report (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.7);

· Note that the ITS project will be renamed the ITS Experts Group;

· Agree that ITS initiatives in improving trade corridors should be highlighted at the next Transportation Ministerial meeting.  Further, it was agreed that any presentation given should be a combined effort of the ITS Experts Group, the E-Commerce Experts Group, and the Intermodal Task Force; 

· Approve preparation of a liaison statement for review and discussion at TPT-WG/18, that would establish APEC’s interest in ISO TC204’s standards development activities and provide information on the APEC ITS Experts Group objectives; 

· Encourage Economies to consider chairing the ITS group;

· Request Economies to review the proposed action plan and be prepared to discuss it at the next meeting; and 

· Note that Japan will provide information intercessionally to all APEC Economies on “Smart Cruise 21.”

Experts Group on Maritime Safety (Canada)

· Endorse the EGMS report (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.8/1); 

· endorse a project proposal for APEC funding presented by Australia titled “Analysis of the economic benefits of the provision of hydrographic services in the APEC region;”

· Note that the final report of the project “Safer Shipping in the Asia-Pacific Region” (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.8A/1) was presented by Australia and that the Chair thanked Australia for its significant efforts regarding this project;

· Note that Australia will host an “International Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region,” in Sydney, March 5-7, 2001, and encourage maritime safety experts from APEC Economies to attend and to participate actively in the development of the symposium program;

· Note that a project steering committee worked intercessionally to evaluate tenders and select a contractor to move forward the project, “To identify optimum maritime administrative structures and the legal framework for safer shipping in the Asia Pacific Region.”  Also note that the contractor selected, the Korea Maritime Institute, will commence work in April 2000 and a draft report is scheduled to be submitted to TPT-WG/20;

· Encourage all Economies to provide updates of related activities and contact points via the web site with regard to the “Survey on Regional Cooperation on Oil Spills Preparedness Arrangements” (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.8C/1);

· Note that the EGMS will advise Ministers of their concern over the increase in piracy in the region and will liase with the newly-formed APEC Transportation Security Experts Group regarding this issue; 

· Note that the Canadian Minister of Transport recently wrote to his counterparts providing an interim report of the work of the group, proposing direction for future work, and to advise that a more detailed report on the progress of the EGMS will be submitted at the next APEC Transport Ministers meeting; and 

· Note that maritime representatives are encouraged to attend sessions of the APEC Satellite Navigation and Communication Systems Advisory Committee.

Project Concept Paper -  Reciprocal Acceptance of Aircraft Certification and Continuing Airworthiness Services

The Plenary noted that, as directed by the SC/CT at TPT-WG/16, New Zealand and the United States presented a joint project concept paper regarding reciprocal acceptance of aircraft certification and continued airworthiness services (TPTWG17/SC/SE/4.1/1).  New Zealand and the United States proposed that a group of aviation safety experts begin to identify common procedures for the certification of aircraft and repair stations. As there was no expressed support for the project among member Economies, the Chair asked New Zealand and the United States to work intercessionally to determine the level of Economy interest in the project.  The United States also presented an information paper explaining its position on Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) and their relevance regarding aviation safety (TPTWG17/SC/SE/4.1/2).

Summary of New Project Proposals

Plenary approved the following new project proposals from the Steering Committee and assigned rankings for submission to BMC for the APEC Operational Fund:

2.
Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region. (the higher priority was assigned to the SC/HRD Project ‘Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications – Stage 4’)

VI.
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING TRAINING, RESEARCH, EDUCATION)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research, Education) (TPTWG17/PLEN7) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting held in Singapore on Wednesday 29 March 2000:

Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea (Coordinator); New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and United States. 

Plenary noted the completion of the following projects since the last TPT-WG meeting:

· Seafarer STCW Training in the Philippines Project;

· APEC Database of Transportation Technology Research Project; and

· Phase II of the Seafarers’ Training Project.

No project evaluations have been completed since the last meeting.

Ongoing Projects

Plenary then considered the reports on Ongoing Projects from the Steering Committee and on the basis of the recommendations from the Steering Committee agreed to:

Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications – Stages 2 and 3 (Australia)

· Endorse the questionnaires to be used to survey selected transport professions in Stages 2 and 3 of the Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications project.

Gender Project Team (Canada)

· Endorse the Project Team's suggestions for implementing the Framework within the TPT-WG (as detailed in the document "Implementation of the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC:  A Proposal for the Transportation Working Group" (TPTWG17/SC/HRD/4B/1));  and

· Allow the Gender Project Team to continue to exist for the duration of the 24 month "transition period" established by the Framework, during which time it will work to ensure that the Transportation Working Group is familiar with the Framework and is aware of its implications.

Seafarers Training Project (Indonesia)

· Note the completion of Phase II of the Seafarers’ Training Project and that a Final Report has been submitted; and

· Note the consideration of the Steering Committee on Phase III of the Seafarers’ Training Project.

Seafarer STCW Training Project (Australia)

· Note the completion of the Seafarer STCW Training in the Philippines project; and


· Note the submission of an evaluation report for the project.

APEC Database of Transportation Technology Research Project (Japan)

· Note the completion of the APEC Database of Transportation Technology Research Project; and

· Note that Japan will submit an evaluation report.

Virtual Centre for Transportation Research, Development and Education (Australia/Indonesia)

· Note that management of the Virtual Centre for Transportation Research, Development and Education website is to be transferred from Australia to Chinese Taipei for two years from May 2000; and

· Note that Australia and Japan will, prior to the transfer, consult on incorporation or linkage with the Virtual Centre website of the Database of Transportation Technology and Research.

Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programmes (Canada)

· Note the Progress Report on Phase 1 (TPTWG17/SC/HRD/4G/1) and that all economies be urged to provide comments to Canada on the Final Draft Report once it is posted on the TPT-WG website in early May; and

· Note that a project proposal for Phase II may be submitted once the Phase I report is finalised. 

Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport (Australia)

· Note progress on the Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport  Project, and the significant level of interest in participation by member economies.

Summary of New Project Proposals

Plenary approved the following new project proposals from the Steering Committee and assigned rankings for submission to BMC for the APEC Operational Fund:

1. Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications – Stage 4. (the second priority was assigned to the SC/SE Project ‘Analysis of the Economic Benefits of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region’)

VIII.
FUNDING OF NEW PROJECTS

The Working Group had a total of five new project funding proposals for consideration.  It was agreed that all five would be submitted to the Budget and Management Committee for  funding consideration.

The five projects were ranked by HODs using the methodology in the TPT Project  Guidelines, in the following order:

From the APEC Operational Fund:
1. Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications – Stage 4

2. Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region

From the APEC TILF Special Account:
1. APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project

2. Electronic Port Manifests

3. Efficiency in the Facilitation of the International Seaborne Trade

IX.
TABLING OF REPORTS BY MEMBER ECONOMIES
Reports were received from several member economies: Australia; Canada; China; New Zealand; Chinese Taipei; and United States.

X.
APPROVAL OF THE TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The Working Group reviewed and approved the TPT-WG Operational Plan (TPT/17/PLEN/10).

XI.
OTHER BUSINESS 
Arrangements for TPT-WG/18

It was confirmed that TPT-WG/18 will be held in Miyazaki, Japan, on 16-20 October 2000.  A member of the Japanese delegation made a presentation about Miyazaki for the information of meeting.

Possible Host Economy for TPT-WG/19

Brunei Darussalam tentatively offered to host TPT-WG/19 in the second quarter of 2001, but noted that its facilities were limited and that its HOD would consult internally on his return from Singapore.  The Lead Shepherd welcomed Brunei Darussalam’s offer and asked that it advise him as soon as possible of whether it can host the meeting.

Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting, Peru, June 2001

Peru advised that the meeting will take place in Lima, sometime over the period 1-15 June 2001, and would last between 2-3 days, depending on the agenda.

Guest Participation

The Lead Shepherd advised that the SC/SE had provided a list of organisations for consideration for Official Guest Status (International Civil Aviation Organisation, International Maritime Organisation and the International Air Transport Association) and also a list of additional organisations for consideration of One-Off Guest Status (Latin American Civil Aviation Conference, and the European Civil Aviation Conference) for the purpose of the Transportation Security Seminar in June 2000.

The Lead Shepherd also drew the meeting’s attention to a formal request from the International Multimodal Transport Association for Guest Status.

After some discussion it was agreed that the Lead Shepherd would send a circular to all economies as soon as possible, seeking agreement for the TPT-WG to recommend to SOM that ICAO, IMO, IATA, and IMTA be accorded Guest Status.  He would also ask for urgent feedback on a proposal that ICAO, IMO, IATA, LACAC and ECAC be accorded One-Off Guest Status for the purposes of attending the June 2000 Transportation Security Seminar.  Additionally, the Lead Shepherd would seek approval from the TPT-WG intersessionally to consider the Guest Status for those organisations whose Status expires at the end of 2000 (ACI-Pacific, IMMA, OICA, and FIA).

TPT-WG Communication

The Lead Shepherd reminded all economies of the need to maintain current contact details and to respond to communications.  Communications on projects should be copied to all economies, not just those that have been active in project groups.

Project Proposals not Firmed up at TPT-WG Meetings

In response to concerns expressed in the SC/CT report, the Lead Shepherd suggested that in these cases, such projects should be handled in an “in principle” basis after being well developed and submitted in accordance with the “four week rule” for submitting papers for consideration of the TPT-WG.  A final version could be circulated and confirmed by correspondence intersessionally.

The Handling of Projects that are Submitted Directly to Steering Committees

In response to concerns expressed in the SC/CT report, the Lead Shepherd reminded the meeting that the Steering Committees were formed to ensure that project groups need not be formed every time an idea arose for a project.  Steering Committees should be able to consider New Project Proposals directly, providing they are submitted in good time (i.e., within the “four week rule”) and are well developed.

Project Evaluations

The Lead Shepherd noted that the Deputy Lead Shepherd could now proceed to establish the Small Group to evaluate completed projects. 

Addressing the Issue of Competing Seminars/Workshops at TPT-WG Meetings

Japan had advised that it could only accommodate one seminar or workshop at TPT-WG/18 because of budgetary constraints.  The Lead Shepherd invited SCCs to inform him of proposed seminars and/or workshops for TPT-WG/18 for further discussion. SCCs advised the Lead Shepherd that there were three proposed seminars/workshops for the TPT-WG/18 meeting:

· Intermodal Transportation Symposium;

· Multilateral Workshop on Road Transport Harmonisation; and

· Third Urban Transport Forum.

After some discussion, a compromise was reached whereby Korea agreed that a meeting would be held at TPT-WG/18 to discuss the possibility of holding a Third Urban Transport Forum at a later date, perhaps in conjunction with the PECC Sustainable Cities Programme.  It was agreed that the Multilateral Workshop on Road Transport Harmonisation would proceed at TPT-WG/18 as planned and it was also agreed that the feasibility of an Intermodal Transportation Symposium at TPT-WG/18 would be discussed between the Intermodal Task Force (ITF) and Japan as host, specifically whether ITF self funding could be applied to assist in defraying Japan’s expenses.

Piracy

In the SC/SE report, piracy was identified as an issue for possible Ministerial attention.  After some discussion, it was agreed that the United States, as SC/SE Coordinator, and Canada, as Lead Economy for the EGMS, would work together to determine the appropriate Ministers to be advised and the content of any possible letter. Such a draft letter would be forwarded to the Lead Shepherd for his consideration and in turn he would consult with the TPT-WG over the next steps.

XI.
APPROVAL OF CHAIR’S REPORT

The Final Chair’s Report (TPT/17/PLEN/12 Final) was approved by TPT-WG members.

