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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE EIGHTEENTH MEETING OF THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

MIYAZAKI, JAPAN

16-20 OCTOBER 2000

I.
INTRODUCTION:
Japan hosted the Eighteenth Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) over the period 16-20 October 2000.  The Meeting’s program included two days of Expert and Sub-Group meetings; two meetings of Shepherds, Heads of Delegation and Steering Committee Coordinators; a Road Transport Harmonisation Project Workshop; and meetings of the three Steering Committees, including a Special Meeting of the Steering Committee for More Competitive Transportation Industry on Air Services.  An Opening Plenary Session, which was chaired by Japan, was held on the morning of Monday, 16 October, and the Closing Plenary Session, which was chaired by the Lead Shepherd, was held on Thursday, 19 October. 

At the TPT-WG18 meeting, some 224 participants from 19 economies (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; the Philippines; Singapore; Russia; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States) were in attendance.  The APEC Secretariat also attended.  The Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) and the South Pacific Forum Secretariat (SPFS) participated as Official Observers.  Airports Council International (ACI) – Pacific, the International Air Transport Association (IATA), the Federation Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA), the International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA), and the International Organisation of Motor Vehicle Manufacturers (OICA) participated as Guests.  The United Nations Economic Commission for Asia Pacific (ESCAP) attended a sub-group meeting in a ‘one-off’ guest capacity.  Of the 224 participants, 193 were recorded as male and 31 recorded as female.

II.  WELCOME AND OPENING STATEMENT
The Opening Plenary session on Monday 16 October was chaired by the Japanese Head of Delegation, Mr Ryoichi Sonoda, Director, International Planning Division, Transport Policy Bureau, Ministry of Transport.

Welcoming remarks and an opening statement were made on behalf of the Host Economy by Mr Hayao Hora, Director General for Policy Co-ordination, Ministry of Transport, Japan.  In welcoming delegates to Miyazaki, Mr Hora noted that the TPT-WG had a number of significant issues to address at the meeting, particularly on air services, a Road Transport Harmonisation Project Workshop, a proposal to merge the Maritime Initiative with the Intermodal Taskforce, and a review of the Port Experts Group’s activities.  The TPT-WG would also be discussing arrangements for the Third APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting to be held in Peru in September 2001. 

Mr Sonoda introduced Ambassador Zhang Yan, Deputy Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat and invited him to make opening remarks. After first thanking the Japanese hosts for the excellent meeting arrangements, Ambassador Zhang noted that transportation plays no less important role in the ‘new economy’ than in the traditional economy, and that the new economy demands an even higher quality of service from land, sea and air transportation. He observed that the TPT-WG has made concrete progress in promoting the objectives of more competitive transportation industry, safe and environmentally friendly transportation and human resources development.  Additionally, in response to the instruction from the Auckland Leaders' Meeting, the TPT-WG has been working to identify further steps and explore possible options to liberalise air services on voluntary basis.  Ambassador Zhang noted that human resource development is an important area of APEC cooperation and that the TPT-WG could make a valuable contribution to the implementation of the sub-themes set by Brunei Darussalam, this year’s host economy: “Building Stronger Foundation”, “Creating New Opportunity” and “Making APEC Matter More”.   Ambassador Zhang also wished the TPT-WG well in its preparations for the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting. 

Mr Sonoda then invited comments from the Lead Shepherd, the Steering Committee Co-ordinators (SCCs) and the Deputy Lead Shepherd.

The Lead Shepherd, Mr Nigel Mouat (New Zealand), echoed Ambassador Zhang’s thanks to Japan for its excellent work in organising the meeting, noting in particular great co-operation from Mr Kengo Nishimura.  The Lead Shepherd welcomed the Official Observers and Guest representatives and noted that the meeting was particularly important as it would again be devoting a day to continue work on air services and would be laying the foundations for the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting.

The Deputy Lead Shepherd, Mr Lamberto Pia (Philippines), expressed his appreciation to the hosts for the meeting arrangements and noted that APEC economies were joined by common goals of trade and investment liberalisation and facilitation.

The Co-ordinator for the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (Including Infrastructure) (SC/CT), Mr Peter Harris (Australia), was unable to attend the meeting.  In his absence, Ms. Joanne Blackburn (Australia) advised that a number of the SC/CT’s Expert Groups would be assessing their future directions at this meeting and that there would again be a special meeting on SC/CT Air Services, to be chaired by Mr Tony Wheelens (Australia).

The Co-ordinator for the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (Including New Technologies) (SC/SE), Mr Kevin Sample (USA), noted that Mr Ted Davies (USA) would chair the SC/SE meeting.  Mr Davies advised that a number of the SC/SE’s Expert Groups had been active intersessionally since TPT-WG/17.

The Co-ordinator for the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research and Education) (SC/HRD), Mr Kim Han Young (Korea), noted that this was his first TPT-WG meeting and that he was looking forward to ensuring that the SC/HRD contributed to the goals of the TPT-WG.

III.
 CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Agenda was adopted with minor amendments to Steering Committee representatives and an additional item under “Other Business” relating to a report to the SOM Chair on Air Services.

IV.
REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/SCCs/HODs MEETING
The Lead Shepherd advised that the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs met on Monday 16 October and Wednesday 18 October 2000.  The salient points of the 16 October meeting were:

· Report from the Director (Programme), APEC Secretariat, Mr Ji Hye Yang;

· The discussion of management issues, such as the Operational Plan, the TPT-WG website, reporting to the BMC, effective communication, and the four week rule;

· Arrangements for the Third Transportation Working Group Ministerial Meeting, now proposed to be held in Peru in September 2001; and

· Arrangements for future TPT-WG meetings.

At its further meeting on Wednesday 18 October, the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs heard summaries of Steering Committee reports presented by SCCs and approved a new policy for the submission of meeting papers.  There was also further discussion of arrangements for the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting.

The Plenary endorsed the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs Report.

IV. REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee for More Competitive Transportation Industry (including infrastructure) (TPTWG18/PLEN7) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18 October 2000:

Australia (Coordinator); Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States.  

Representatives from IATA and ACI (Pacific) also attended the meeting as guests.

Projects Completed since the Last TPT-WG Meeting

The following projects have been completed since the last meeting: 

· Phase 1 of the Program to Assist the Implementation of Electronic Commerce for Commercial Messages

Project Evaluations Completed since the Last TPT-WG Meeting

No project evaluations have been completed since the last TPT-WG meeting.

Progress reports were provided to the meeting of the Budget and Management Committee in August 2000 on the following projects:

· Road Transport Harmonisation Project, Phase V Stage 1 (Australia);

· Road Transport Harmonisation Project, Phase V Stage 2 (Australia);

· Facilitation of International Shipping (Australia);

· Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs (Canada);

· Upgrading and relocation of the Port Data Base (Japan);

· Implementation of the Eight Recommendations for More Competitive Air Services and Identification of Further Steps to Liberalise Air Services (Australia).

Ongoing Projects

Plenary then considered the reports on Ongoing Projects from the Steering Committee and, on the basis of the recommendations from the Steering Committee, agreed to:

Electronic Commerce (Australia)

· Endorse the report of the Electronic Commerce Group Meeting (TPTWG18/SCCT/5);

· Note the progress of the APEC paperless trading initiative (TPTWG18/SCCT/EC/4) and urge all economies to respond to the final questionnaire for the Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG) matrix through their ECSG economy representatives noting that this exercise will contribute to the TPT-WG’s paperless trading goal of 2005;

· Endorse the final report on Phase 1 of the Program to Assist the Implementation of Electronic Commerce for Commercial Messages (TPTWG18/SCCT/EC/2) and agree that the implementation of EDI systems as originally envisaged for Phases 2 and 3 of the project not proceed in light of latest electronic commerce developments; 

· Encourage all economies to provide comments to Australia on an appropriate further project, which would improve communication and information exchange in the transportation chain through the establishment of port communities using a generic port community web site by end November 2000;

· Ask all economies which wish to participate in the APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration project (TPTWG18/SCCT/EC/5) to advise Australia that they will participate in the project by the end of November 2000; 

· Note that the Electronic Commerce Group is reviewing its future priorities for consideration at TPT-WG19 and urge economies to provide comments on the future TPT-WG electronic commerce work program to Australia by 22 December 2000; and  

· Acknowledge the Electronic Commerce Group’s support for the joint demonstration project proposal for to be developed for the Peru Transportation Ministerial by the ITS, ITF and Electronic Commerce Groups.  

Intermodal Task Force (United States)

· Endorse the report of the Intermodal Taskforce (TPTWG18/SCCT/7Rev1);

· Agree that the Intermodal Transportation Symposium be held in conjunction with TPT-WG19;

· Agree that the report  on the project Identification of Needed Intermodal skills and Development of Required Training Programs(TPTWG18/SCCT/ITF/5) be accepted as a final report (subject to the receipt of further information from member economies to be received until the end of December 2000);

· Note that Canada, with support from Indonesia, Australia and Singapore, will review the report findings and recommendations, and submit a report to the Intermodal Task Force at TPT-WG19 on proposals for any follow-up actions.

· Note that, while the final report is already available on the TPT-WG website, a proposal for funding to enable the final report of the project to be printed as an APEC document will be submitted for consideration at the next TPT-WG meeting;

· Note that the Steering Committee endorses the Concept Paper on Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs (TPTWG18/SCCT/ITF/2) which is under consideration by the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development; and

· Agree to the proposed future work program for the Intermodal Task Force as set out in the report of the Intermodal Task Force (TPTWG18/SCCT/7/Rev.1).

Maritime Initiative (Japan)

· Endorse the report of the Maritime Initiative meeting (TPTWG18/SCCT/8);

· Note the progress of the work of the Maritime Initiative;

· Note that the MI will continue its work on WTO services negotiations;

· Note the progress which has been made on the Facilitation of International Shipping Project and ask all economies to provide comments on the draft report (TPTWG18/SCCT/MI/8, TPTWG18/SCCT/MI/9 and TPTWG18/SCCT/MI/10) presented at the Maritime Initiative meeting to Australia by the end of November;

· Agree that the Maritime Initiative and the Intermodal Taskforce continue as separate expert group activities and agree that the groups will take every opportunity to meet jointly to explore issues of mutual interest and benefit to both groups; and

· Note that intersessional work will be undertaken on a paper on future directions for the Maritime Initiative work and encourage all economies to contribute to development of that paper.

Port Experts Group (Japan)

· Endorse the report of the Port Experts Group meeting (TPTWG18/SCCT/6);

· Note successful completion of the previous 6 themes of work undertaken by the Port Experts Group and the Chair’s summary of that work (TPTWG18/SCCT/PEG/11);

· Note that the Seminar for Earthquake Countermeasures in APEC Ports was successfully held at Kobe and that a proposal was made at the Seminar for an APEC college on ports and other transportation infrastructure development in each economy; and

· Note the 7 new themes of work to be undertaken by the Port Experts Group.


Road Transport Harmonisation Project (RTHP) (Australia)

· Endorse the report of the RTHP meeting (TPTWG18/SCCT/9); 

· Note completion of a successful RTHP Workshop and the expectation that the final report of RTHP Phase V Stage 2 will be completed in February 2001;

· Note the significant progress reported by member economies in implementing harmonised regulatory systems for the automotive sector;

· Note the intention to prepare advisory lists of regulations for APEC economies commencing on the regulatory journey i.e. Involvement in WP.29 activities;

· Note that the RTHP Group is intending to prepare a proposed project to be funded by industry to commence in 2001;

· Note that RTHP will send the Automotive Dialogue a proposal for liaison (TPTWG18/SCCT/RTHP/2Rev1);

· Note the RTHP Group intends to prepare a project proposal for 2002; and

· Note that New Zealand would consider taking over the Chair of the RTHP work if Australia, on reconsideration, is unable to continue to Chair this meeting.

Efficiency in the Facilitation of International Seaborne Trade Project (Australia)

· Ask all economies which wish to participate in the project to advise Australia by December 2000 to allow the RFP for the project to be finalised;

· Note that a draft RFP will be circulated for comment by member economies; and

· Note that nominations for a project steering committee for the project will be sought at TPT-WG19.
Air Services

Plenary noted the detail of the report of the Steering Committee consideration of air services (TPTWG18/PLEN/7) and agreed that the Lead Shepherd of the TPT-WG would report to SOM that:

(a)
While there is clear evidence of APEC wide implementation of the recommendations, the extent to which they have been implemented varies considerably; and views on the pace and direction for further liberalisation also vary.

(b)
While the TPT-WG is the most appropriate forum for implementing the eight recommendations for more competitive air services, it is ultimately the responsibility of individual economies to continue to implement steps to meet the requirements of the Leaders’ Declaration.

(c)
Implementation of the eight recommendations within APEC is being approached bilaterally and plurilaterally. Some APEC members are also pursuing liberalisation of air services arrangements multilaterally.

These approaches are not mutually exclusive and economies should be encouraged to continue to liberalise by the means most appropriate to individual circumstances in line with the overall APEC liberalisation agenda, provided that progress towards liberalisation of international air services is inclusive and transparent.

To ensure this, each economy is encouraged to report annually to the TPT-WG in session on its progress towards implementing the eight recommendations, including the proposals yet to be agreed on widening and deepening the measures within APEC as well as status reports by those economies participating in discussions aimed at developing a plurilateral arrangement. Each economy may also include in its report comments on its pursuit of liberalisation in other fora.

(d)
When any APEC member identifies scope for further coordinated action in APEC to implement any part of the eight recommendations, that member will raise it in the TPT-WG in session.

(e)
The annual implementation reports and the opportunity for revisiting the issue of APEC wide coordinated action will form a permanent item on the TPT-WG agenda.

(f)
Progress towards implementation of the decisions taken above will be reported annually to Leaders through SOM; and 

(g)
That, if requested, the TPT-WG will share its experiences and the information it has gathered to date in the survey and the review with other international fora.

The Plenary also agreed that:

(a) 
The overview and synopses of the review of the eight recommendations form part of the Lead Shepherd’s report to SOM; and 

(b) 
Submissions from economies on the benefits and difficulties of implementing the eight recommendations are posted on the TPT-WG web site.

Summary of Proposals for New Work – Request from Market Access Group

The Steering Committee considered a request from the Market Access Group, endorsed by SOM, that the TPT-WG undertake work on Restrictive/Discriminatory Sea Port Regulations which the Market Access Group has identified as transport-sector Non-Tariff measures.

The Steering Committee considered that it had insufficient information available on the issues which should be considered and the scope of the work to be undertaken to make decisions on how the MAG request should be progressed.  Consequently, the Plenary agreed to:

· Note that the Steering Committee is unable to progress this work at this stage; and

· The Lead Shepherd seeking clarification from the Convenor of the Market Access Group of the issues which the Market Access Group considers should be the subject of further work by the TPTWG and the scope of that work.

Summary of New Project Proposals

None.

V.
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (INCLUDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (Including New Technologies) (TPTWG18/PLEN8) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18 October 2000:

Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Japan; Korea; Mexico; the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand, and the United States (Coordinator).  

A representative from ACI (Pacific) also attended the meeting as a guest.

Projects Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting

Pending official APEC Secretariat review, the following reports were completed:

· the Korean project within the Urban Transport Forum on the “Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region”;

· the United States report on the “Follow-on Survey Regarding Recommendations of the APEC TPT-WG Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Assistance (GEASA)”; and 

· the Australian project on “Safer Shipping in the Asia Pacific Region – an integrated approach to developing appropriate regulatory and economic mechanisms to promote safer shipping in the Asia Pacific region”.

Project Evaluations Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting

None.

Ongoing Projects

The Plenary considered the reports on Ongoing Projects from the Steering Committee and, on the basis of recommendations from the Steering Committee, agreed to:

Road Safety Experts Group (Chinese Taipei)
· Endorse the RSEG report (TPTWG18/SCSE/8);

· Encourage all APEC member economies to attend the First Global Road Safety Partnership (GRSP) ASEAN Seminar in Tokyo, Japan, March 26-28, 2001;

· Encourage economies to send comments to Chinese Taipei on the RSEG draft report to the next APEC Transportation Ministers meeting so it can be reviewed and finalised at TPT-WG 19; and 

· Encourage economies to consider chairing the Road Safety Experts Group and guide its future direction and continuing work.

Urban Transport Forum – Best Practices Manual (Korea)

· Note completion of the “Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region” final report.

Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee (United States)

· Endorse the SN&C Advisory Committee report (TPTWG18/SCSE/10);

· * endorse holding an intersessional “Conference on GNSS Implementation (12-16 February 2001)”; 

· Note Australia’s creation of a GNSS Coordination Committee (TPTWG18/SCSE/SNC/2) and encourage economies to initiate similar forums to meet SN&C goals;

· Note the SN&C Advisory Committee’s work in successfully helping the global transportation community secure spectrum protection at the WRC 2000 and encourage economies to report on preparations for WRC 2003 at the next SN&C Advisory Committee meeting;

· Encourage maritime and land transport representatives to participate in SN&C Advisory Committee meetings; and

· Encourage economies to consider chairing the SN&C Advisory Committee.

*SCSE recommends that Plenary note that China did not have an aviation representative at TPT-WG 18 and that China will provide comments regarding the “Conference on GNSS Implementation” to the Lead Shepherd and the SCSE Chair by October 27, 2000.  
Aviation Safety Seminar (United States)

· Accept the final report on the “Follow-on Survey Regarding Recommendations of the APEC TPT-WG Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Assistance” (TPTWG18/SCSE/5); and 

· Consider the GEASA sub-group dissolved and its chartered activities complete.

Transportation Security (United States)

· Endorse the Transportation Security Experts Group meeting report and Terms of Reference (TPTWG18/SCSE/9);

· Encourage economies to identify aviation, maritime, and land transport security experts, as well as other relevant points of contact, and encourage those experts to participate in the Group’s activities;

· Note that the Transportation Security Experts Group will work with the Experts Group on Maritime Safety to develop an Asia Pacific Piracy agenda item or statement for the next Transportation Ministers’ meeting; 

· Encourage intersessional work by and communication between security experts and member economies via electronic means (i.e., e-mails, faxes, teleconferences, etc.,) as appropriate; and

· Note that the United States will serve as interim chair of the Transportation Security Experts Group until a permanent chair and vice-chair are selected.

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Experts Group (Canada)

· Endorse the ITS Experts Group report (TPTWG18/SCSE/7) as an indication of the group’s activities;

· Approve delivering a liaison statement to ISO TC204 at its November 2000 meeting in Naples, thereby establishing APEC's interest in ISO TC204's standards development activities; and 

· Approve developing an ITS Agenda Item or statement (with the ITF and Electronic Commerce Group) for presentation at the next Transportation Ministers’ Meeting.

Experts Group on Maritime Safety (Canada)
· Endorse the report of the EGMS (TPTWG18/SCSE/6); 

· Note that the EGMS will work with the Transportation Security Experts Group to develop an Asia Pacific Piracy agenda item or statement for the next Transportation Ministers’ meeting;

· Note that EGMS will liaise with the newly formed Transportation Security Experts Group on matters relating to maritime security;

· Note that the project “To Identify Optimum Maritime Administrative Structures and the Legal Framework for Safer Shipping in the APEC Region” commenced.  Korea will present an interim progress report at TPT-WG 19, with expected project completion by TPT-WG 20;

· Note that the APEC funded “International Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region” will be held in Sydney, Australia, March 6-7, 2001. Member economies are urged to contribute toward the organisation of the symposium and to encourage safety experts from their economy to attend;

· Note that the group held an intersessional meeting in May 2000 during the IMO Maritime Safety Committee meeting;

· Note that the project “Safer Shipping in the Asia Pacific Region – an integrated approach to developing appropriate regulatory and economic mechanisms to promote safer shipping in the Asia Pacific region” is complete and copies are available from Canada upon request;

· Note that Canada will prepare the submission to the APEC Marine Resource Working Group and if requested, will attend this meeting and present a paper on behalf of TPT-WG;  and 

· Note that the project “Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region” obtained funding approval and that the RFP is expected to be circulated in early 2001. 

Summary of Proposals for New Work - Project Concept Paper: Reciprocal Acceptance of Aircraft Certification and Continuing Airworthiness Services

As directed by the SC/CT at TPT-WG 16 and reviewed by SC/SE at TPT-WG 17, New Zealand and the United States will continue to work on the issue of Reciprocal Acceptance of Aircraft Certification and Continuing Airworthiness Services.  Although this issue was on the SC/SE agenda for TPT-WG 18, the lead economies requested that it be deferred for additional intersessional deliberation.

Approval of New Projects

None.

VI.
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING TRAINING, RESEARCH, EDUCATION)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research, Education) (TPTWG18/PLEN9) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18 October 2000:

Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Korea (Coordinator); Malaysia; the Philippines; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States. 

Projects Completed Since the Last TPT-WG Meeting

No projects were fully completed since TPT-WG 17.

Project Evaluations/Progress Reports Completed since the Last TPT-WG Meeting

Evaluation/progress reports were submitted to the July 2000 meeting of the Budget and Management Committee on the following projects:

Evaluation reports

· Seafarer STCW Training in the Philippines (Australia) TPT03/97T

· APEC Virtual Centre for Transportation Research, Development and Education (Australia)

Progress reports

· Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications Stages 1,2 and 3 (Australia) TPT 02/2000

· Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport (Australia) TPT 01/2000T

Ongoing Projects

Plenary then considered the reports on Ongoing Projects from the Steering Committee and on the basis of the recommendations from the Steering Committee agreed to:

Seafarers Training Project (Indonesia)

· Note the submission of an evaluation report for the project.

Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications (Australia)

· Agree that the draft final report of Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the “Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications” project be endorsed as the basis for proceeding to Stage 4 of the project; and

· Agree that the project overseer (Australia) employ a limited tender process to select a consultant for Stage 4 of the project, once Australia, in consultation with the project steering committee, has agreed the detail for the scope of Stage 4 work (which will include the decisions of the TPT-WG18 project group meeting as contained in the report TPTWG18/SCHRD/10.

Gender Project Team (Canada)

· Agree that a TPT-WG gender focal point to liaise closely with the SOM Ad hoc Group on Gender Integration on any gender-related activities to address gender issues in the TPT-WG’s work program be appointed; and

· Re-affirm the need for the Gender Project Team to continue overseeing the implementation of the framework for the Integration of Women in APEC and to provide pertinent information to all project overseers with regard to the consideration of Gender Criteria in the formulation of project proposals.
Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport (Australia)

· Note progress on the Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport project, and the interest in participation by member economies.

Virtual Centre for Transportation Research, Development and Education (Chinese-Taipei)

· Note that management of the Virtual Centre for Transportation Research, Development and Education website has been successfully transferred from Australia to Chinese Taipei for two years from May 2000; and 

· Encourage economies to work with Chinese Taipei on providing ongoing research/project information or linkage addresses.

Summary of Proposals for New Work
Concept Paper Identification of Competency Standards for Perishables Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs (Australia) (TPT-WG18/SCHRD/2)

The objective of the Identification of Competency Standards for Perishables Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs is to improve supply chain management practices through better understanding, partnerships and qualified personnel, thereby promoting greater trade opportunities in perishable goods within the APEC region.  Australia gave a brief explanation on this and on the proposed methodology of the project and sought the support of other economies.  There was general consensus that this may be a beneficial project for the Transportation Working Group, and Australia will prepare a project proposal for the TPT-WG 19 in Brunei Darussalam.

Proposal to Establish a Bilateral Training Projects Register (Australia) (TPT-WG18/SCHRD/4) 

Australia’s proposal to develop a bilateral training projects register identifying all existing bilateral training projects being undertaken between APEC economies would provide economies with details of existing bilateral training projects and raise awareness of existing training projects.  Most economies seemed to agree on the usefulness of the proposed register and agreed to Australia proceeding to begin work on developing a bilateral training projects register.  The Steering Committee will encourage economies to provide support by identifying existing training projects that are being undertaken by their economies with other APEC economies.

Australia also proposed that an aviation law training project being developed between Australia and Indonesia could be further developed as a project proposal for other APEC economies.  Economies responded that their respective aviation authorities would need to be consulted and Brunei, in particular, expressed interest in further exploring this matter with their aviation authorities.  No decision being taken by the Steering Committee, additional comments and opinions will be sought intersessionally by Australia from interested economies.

Summary of New Project Proposals

None.

VIII.
APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECTS PROPOSALS (IF ANY)

There were no new project proposals at TPT-WG 18.

IX.
TABLING OF REPORTS BY MEMBER ECONOMIES
Reports were received from Australia (TPTWG18/PLEN/4) and Chinese Taipei (TPTWG18/PLEN/5).

X.
APPROVAL OF THE TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The Working Group reviewed and approved the TPT-WG Operational Plan (TPTWG18/PLEN/10), subject to the amendments raised during the Plenary Session.  The Lead Shepherd will submit the plan to the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat.

XI. ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE THIRD TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL MEETING 

The Lead Shepherd reviewed the discussion of the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs regarding themes, issues and structure of the Third Ministerial meeting.  He indicated that the “next steps” would be for a small group to act as “Friends of the Host” and prepare further material on options for the meeting, which would be circulated to all economies for consideration.

In respect of the timing of the meeting, the Lead Shepherd had received advice from Peru that it could be flexible and host the meeting either in the first half of October or the first half of November.  Several economies expressed a preference for the first week of October.  Other potential conflicts with other commitments were raised.  The Lead Shepherd undertook to raise these with Peru, but cautioned that while full participation by all economies was desirable, there might still be conflicts, in which case economies would have to consider alternative representation if their Ministers are unavailable.

A related issue was that Peru also wished to host the TPT-WG 20, but a decision had to be made whether that meeting should occur before or after the Third Ministerial.  There were advantages and disadvantages to both options.  There was consensus that TPT-WG 20 should occur after the Third Ministerial.  Several economies expressed concern that Peru was faced with a heavy burden to host two meetings and there were suggestions of ways to mitigate this including running the meetings “back to back” and making TPT-WG 20 an “abbreviated” meeting that would deal only with matters arising from the Ministerial.  The Lead Shepherd undertook to discuss all these aspects within the “Friends of the Host” group and advise members intersessionally.

The United States then indicated that it would consider hosting TPT-WG20 should Peru be unable to proceed with hosting that meeting.

XII.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUTURE TPT-WG MEETINGS 
Arrangements for TPT-WG19

It was confirmed that TPT-WG19 would be held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam, over the period 2-6 April 2001.  

TPT-WG20 and Future Meetings

As noted above, Peru intends to host TPT-WG/20.  Australia confirmed its willingness to host either the 21st or 22nd meeting.

XIII.
OTHER BUSINESS

Air Services Report to SOM Chair

The Lead Shepherd presented the draft text of a report to the SOM Chair on the progress the Group had made on air services at this meeting (TPTWG18/PLEN/11).  With an editorial deletion to the explanatory note, the text of the draft report was approved for submission by the Lead Shepherd to the SOM Chair.

Appreciation

The Lead Shepherd expressed his appreciation for the work of the Coordinators and Steering Committee Chairs, and Project/Expert Group Chairs in ensuring a successful meeting.  He especially thanked Japan for its hosting of the meeting, the quality of the meeting arrangements and its warm hospitality to delegates.

The representatives of three Guest organisations expressed their appreciation to the TPT-WG and APEC Secretariat for accepting their participation in the meeting.

The APEC Secretariat expressed its gratitude to Japan for the excellent arrangements and cordial hospitality extended to all meeting participants.

XIV.
APPROVAL OF CHAIR’S REPORT

The Final Chair’s Report (TPTWG18/PLEN/12Final) was approved by TPT-WG members.

