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1. The 15th Meeting of the Group on Services was held in Shenzhen, People’s Republic of China, on 28-29 May 2001. The GOS Convenor, Prof. Connie G. Yang of Chinese Taipei, chaired the Meeting.

2. Representatives from the following economies attended the Meeting: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei, Thailand; the United States of America and Viet Nam. The APEC Secretariat was also present and PECC attended as Observer (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/033). 
I. Convenor's Opening Remarks

3. The Convenor welcomed all delegates and reported on intersessional activities to the Group as follows.

· The two projects seeking 2002 TILF fund were both endorsed. The “Phase III of Development of the Menu of Options” proposed by Chinese Taipei was ranked number one, and the “Study on the Cost and Benefits of Services Trade Liberalization” proposed by Indonesia was ranked number two.  Such endorsement and ranking result was submitted to the CTI at the same time when the Convenor announced the result at the expiry of endorsement process. 

· The Summary Report of the 1st set of discussion papers for Phase II Menu of Options had been circulated to member economies for comments following the last meeting of the GOS.  In response to the comments received, the Convenor suggested that Part I Main points in discussion of the Summary Report be revised to better reflect the ideas of the papers actually discussed during the meeting.  For Part II Areas of consensus, some member economies expressed their concern over the inclusion of certain points that may not have been fully agreed by all economies.  The Convenor noted that it was possible that some members having reservations had made no comment during the meeting itself, given the time constraint. Therefore, the Convenor urged member economies to provide their comments in writing with specific reference to the text by 18 June 2001, so as to finalize this part.  For Part III Suggestions forwarded for further GOS work, the Convenor suggested that this be considered by the Group in due course.

· The WTO Watch Group, the formation of which was proposed by the Convenor at last meeting to keep momentum on implementation of CAP Item V, now has four members - the United States, New Zealand, Australia, and Hong Kong, China.  The Convenor welcomed more participants.

· The Convenor introduced Mr. Jose F. Poblano, delegate from Mexico, who will be the new GOS Convenor after confirmation of the Group.  

· The Convenor was invited together with the Convenors of SCSC and IEG by the CPDG to give presentations at the CPDG meeting held on May 27 to enhance the cooperation on competition policy related work.  The Convenor's presentation was circulated for member economies’ reference (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/026). 

II. Consideration and Adoption of the Agenda

4. The draft agenda (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/001) was adopted with some modifications.  Specifically, the item of "the Convenor’s participation in the CPDG" was moved from Section III to Section I, and one new item: " the discussion of modifications of services section of OAA" was added to Section II (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/031). 

III. Implementation of the Services Collective Action Plan

CAP I): Develop and Implement the Menu of Options for Voluntary Liberalization, Facilitation and Promotion of ECOTECH in Service Trade and Investment

Six discussion papers were presented by services experts

5. Dr. Sherry Stephenson from the PECC, Coordinator of Phase II of the “Menu of Options”, refreshed the Group on the nature and past development of the Menu of Options. She also explained that as agreed by the Group, there would be six discussion papers presented at this meeting. These were related either to the pillar of Trade Facilitation or to the pillar of ECOTECH.   
6. The Panel of Services Experts who attended the second GOS Meeting of 2001, as well as the titles and numbers of the papers they presented for discussion are as follows:

· Mr. Javier H. Illescas presented the discussion paper entitled “Competition Laws and Policies” co-authored with Dr. Kerrin M. Vautier (2001/SOMII /CTI/GOS/008).
· Ms. Soohwa Yi presented the discussion paper entitled “Recognition in the Services Sector” co-authored with Dr. Sherry Stephenson (2001/SOMII /CTI/GOS/018)

· Dr. Anming Zhang presented the discussion paper entitled “Application of Electronic Technology and Simplification of Customs and Other Administrative Procedures” (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/009).  

· Dr. Christopher Findlay presented additional points for the discussion paper entitled “Issues in Domestic Regulation of Services” (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/018), coauthored with Professor June-Dong Kim, and responded to the comments received at the last meeting.  

· Mr. Naoki Shimoi presented the discussion paper entitled “Development of Human Resources and Promotion of Advanced Technologies” (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/010) co-authored with Professor Motoshige Itoh.  

· Professor Meng Xia presented the discussion paper entitled “Building Infrastructure” (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/011) co–authored with Professor Gong Zhankui.

7. The GOS members welcomed and congratulated the Team of Services Experts on their papers.  A productive round of discussion and question and answer session followed the presentation of each paper.  Member economies also pointed out new ideas and experiences that could benefit the expansion of the Menu of Options for the GOS. The Coordinator of the Team of Services Experts informed the GOS that the papers presented would be revised to include comments and points that were noted by each of the presenters during their briefing to the GOS. 

8. Dr. Stephenson made a summary of the main points raised in the discussion of the six issue papers.  A more detailed summary report would be circulated to member economies for comments within two weeks after the meeting.  
9. The Coordinator expressed to the GOS that through this exercise, a set of common understandings should have emerged during the discussions at the meeting that could be incorporated into the expanded version of the Menu of Options.   

10. It was pointed out to the Group those areas of the Menu of Options that had been suggested for additional work in Phase III, based on the discussion of the various issue papers, were transparency and domestic regulation, in particular an examination of means to enhance transparency, an examination of what constitutes “good regulation”, and how to best sequence regulatory reforms and to carry out regulatory impact analyses.  This work would be designed to further APEC’s role in promoting transparency in the services area and to improve the understanding of the importance and elaboration of an appropriate regulatory framework for services.  

11. The Convenor informed the members of the Group that the final meeting of the GOS 2001 would be devoted to a discussion and finalization of Phase II of the Menu of Options.  After receiving the revised Summary Records of Discussion for the first and second set of papers, there would then be another two weeks for member economies to provide their comments in writing.  These written summaries would be the basis for the expansion of the Menu.  A draft of the expanded Menu of Options document would be available for comment by member economies by the end of July. 

12. By SOM III, GOS members should be in the position to discuss and finalize the revised and expanded Menu of Options document.

Competition Policy and Regulation Impact Analysis

13. Australia presented a paper entitled "Australia's Experience in Competition Policy Development” (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/012).  In response to the questions whether competition policy is complementary to trade liberalization and how to measure the benefits of adopting competition policies, Australia stressed the complementary role of the competition policy and the high costs not having it.  The Convenor advised members to refer to document 2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/008 for the issue of measurement and the issues specific to services area.

14. Australia presented a paper entitled "Regulatory Impact Analysis in Australia” (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/013) and provided each member economy with a brochure entitled “A Guide to Regulation” published by Australia for reference.  Several members shared with the Group their experience in applying Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) to regulation.
15. Member economies recognized the importance of Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA), especially for services area, which is more regulated than other areas. It was noted that the RIA should be conducted in a comprehensive way. In other words, the impact to the government, business, consumer, and economy should be considered as a whole and meanwhile, the impact to foreign trading partners should not be neglected. Members also stressed the importance to complete the RIA within the timeframe and the transparency of RIA.  
16. Regarding whether there should be an independent authority for RIA, the views were different.  Some members deemed it important to have an independent authority to conduct RIA objectively and efficiently.  Some other members thought that as long as each government agency can implement RIA upon the development of regulations, there should be no need for an independent authority.
17. Member economies also discussed how to assess the impact accurately and how to develop a RIA more specific to services regulations. Noting the need to further explore these issues, the Convenor drew the Group's attention to the fact that Phase III of Menu of Options project would aim at capacity building in this area.  In order to better execute this part of Project (Phase III of the Menu) , the Convenor requested each member to provide the contact information of its RIA authorities. An email of such request will be circulated to members after the meeting. The Convenor also reminded members to advise the RIA authorities of the contact of the PECC (the project’s coordinator) and the purpose of such contact to ensure cooperation of the RIA authorities with the PECC. 
Modifications to the service chapter of OAA
18. The Convenor requested member economies to review three OAA related documents for discussion ((2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/003, 2001/SOMII/CTI/ GOS/004 and 2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/028). The Convenor briefed the Group that she originally limited the GOS' review to horizontal section of the service Chapter of the OAA, however, under the instruction of the CTI Chair, the GOS expanded its review to the 3T+E specific service sectors intersessionally.  Despite its intersessional efforts, the GOS failed to reach consensus and need more discussion especially on the 3T+E areas.  The Convenor urged member economies to finalize the work at the meeting with focus on the section other than 3T+E, given the fact that the CTI needs to submit immediately its recommendation for SOM and Trade Ministers’ decision.  With regard to the 4 specific services sectors, the Convenor suggested to postpone the decision to the time when 3T+E Working Groups each can have a chance to discuss the OAA review and reach consensus within each Group.
19. Some members argued the need to review the "objective" and "collective action" section of the OAA, given that the Leaders/Ministers only mandated on reviewing the "guidelines" section.  The Convenor noted that this concern was not unique to the GOS, but quite generic to all fora/subfora, and had been discussed in the CTI. It was recognized in the CTI the need to modify the "objective" section to reflect the change of  "guidelines" section.  For “collective actions” section, the CTI Chair also instructed the GOS to extend the review into the "collective actions" section, including 3T+E, if there was a need.  Therefore the Convenor suggested the Group to review all these three sections with a view to making recommendations as appropriate and leave the decision to the CTI/SOM whether to adopt the recommendations of change on the sections other than “guidelines”.
20. Some members came forward to explain the rationale to review both the “objective” and “collective actions” sections in addition to the "guidelines" section. Some other members also emphasized the importance to extend the review beyond “guidelines” sections taking into account the progress the GOS has made in the services area for the past two and a half years.  Given the time constraint, upon suggestions from members, it was agreed that the Convenor should chair a side meeting during lunch with participation of concerned members to continue discussion and the discussion should aim to produce a clean text at least in the "objective" and "guidelines" sections.
21. After the lunch side meeting, the Convenor reported back to the Group that among the eleven member economies attending the lunch meeting, it was agreed to have reference to the Policy Framework and Menu of Options respectively in the "objective" and "guidelines" sections.  However, consensus could not be reached in other points. It turned out to be four proposals for the “objective” section and two proposals for the “guidelines” sections.  It was recommended by the side meeting that these proposals along with the text in the collective actions, including 3T+E were all submitted to the CTI in bracket for CTI's decision. 
(Note: In CTI, there were two side meetings held respectively on May 30th and 31st to discuss the proposal submitted by the GOS in order to produce clean text. Both side meetings were chaired by CTI Vice Chair, Mr. German King from Chile, with the assistance of GOS Convenor, Prof. Connie Yang for the first side meeting and Mr. Jose Poblano for the second side meeting. The final clean text produced by such CTI side meetings is attached hereto)

Gender Integration projects

22. Dr. Fung-yea Huang from Chinese Taipei presented the preliminary report on the project “Firm Expatriation Policy and Practice in Services Trade: the Gender Dimension” (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/014).  Members thought it a useful study and noted its relation to mobility of business people.  Some members sought elaboration on the measures that governments can adopt on personal safety and family movement, which were identified as major barriers for female expatriates, to facilitate this kind of movement.  The Convenor indicated that a final report would be circulated to member economies after appropriate revision.  She will report to the CTI that the project has been completed and is one of GOS’ deliverables for 2001 as agreed at the last GOS meeting. The Convenor will also issue a letter with the report enclosed to the Chairs of AGGI and BMG as a contribution of the GOS to their future undertaking of related work.

CAP I c): Identification of measures affecting trade and investment in all service sectors

Education

23. The Group reviewed the Responses proposed by Australia, which was request by the Convenor at the last GOS meeting to consider the Recommendations Contained in the Report: Measures Affecting Trade and Investment in Education Services in the Asia-Pacific Region (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/015).  Given the time constraint, the Group only discussed recommendation item 1.1 to item 1.4.  The Convenor concluded that from item 1.5 to item 2.4 would be discussed at the next GOS meeting.

24. For recommendation 1.1: a standstill commitment on measures which apply to the cross-border supply to support the growth of trade in all service sectors, the Group agreed to consult domestic relevant authorities on this issue generally and collect the information on the extent to which education services is supplied in a cross-border manner. Such consultation and information collection will make the Group better assess the costs and benefits of the standstill commitment and facilitate the Group to decide how to make contribution in this area. The Convenor will issue a reminder of this task before the next meeting. 

25. For recommendation 1.2: identifying and participating more widely in the conventions on recognition of qualifications, and the best teacher and student exchange arrangements, Dr. Sherry Stephenson from the PECC, upon the request of the Convenor, agreed to expand her study on “Recognition” under Phase II of the Menu of Options to the area of education services. Members who have mutual recognition agreements in the area of services were requested to provide such information.  Working together to expand the study, Professor Christopher Findlay and Dr. Stephenson will compile the data and report to the Group at the next GOS meeting.

26. For recommendation 1.3: extension of the APEC work program on business mobility to include professionals from the education sectors, some members indicated that this issue was related to immigration and required more consideration.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Convenor would issue a letter to request the BMG to consider education service suppliers when it expands the APEC Travel Card to cover specialist.  Since some members expressed the wish to consult with domestic authorities in charge, it was also agreed that this letter would be circulated to member economies for their comments before the dispatch to the Convenor of BMG.

27. For recommendation 1.4: a joint review of the impacts of impediments to trade in educational materials, which could lead to further commitments to remove those impediments, the Group agreed that Australia would draft a letter on behalf of the GOS to request the HRDWG Education Network to undertake further study of the impacts of impediments to trade in educational materials on the provision of educational services. The HRDWG will be advised in the letter to have any work it is going to undertake to be cross-referred to the work of the APEC Intellectual Property Rights Experts Group and also forwarded to the GOS for reference. Australia should circulate the draft letter intersessionally to member economies for comments before it can be provided to the HRDWG.

Service innovation

28. The APEC Secretariat briefed the main points mentioned in the four papers (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/020-024) presented at the Joint OECD/Australia Workshop on innovation and Productivity in Service held in October 2000 and provided a list of elements/questions drawn from these papers (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/034) for members’ consideration. It was agreed that this list would be discussed at the next GOS meeting.
CAP IV): Pursuant to SOM instructions, GOS will provide support to the ongoing EVSL initiatives

29. The United States, on behalf of the core group for Environmental EVSL, reported on the development of WTO negotiation on environment service.  It was reported that the classification issue remained a difficult one and the classification of water related services was especially controversial and sensitive. 
30. Ms. Soonhwa Yi presented a paper entitled "Measures affecting Environmental Services" (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/027), which identified characteristics and barriers of this service sector.  Some members doubted how to identify measures affecting environmental services, given that the scope of this service sector has yet confirmed. The Convenor clarified that this exercise was purely for capacity building and therefore could focus the discussion on the area of a clear scope. She did not feel the need for the GOS to go into the classification controversy, which currently blocked the progress of the WTO, in its capacity building process.
31. The Convenor drew member economies’ attention to her letter of April 10, which was circulated to the members of the core group for environmental EVSL and copied to other GOS members.  In the letter, the Convenor suggested members of the core group to consider inviting environment services experts from the government or the private sector to enhance the understanding of GOS members.  Recognizing that the insights of the experts can facilitate future discussion of environmental services in both the APEC and WTO, the Group agreed that the core group should start invite experts from next meeting. Members also suggested that the topics essential to the WTO negotiations should be given priority. 
CAP V): Monitor, and where possible and appropriate, contribute to the WTO's work on services

32. The United States, a member of the Watch Group for WTO services negotiations, reported to the Group on the agreements reached in the WTO March stocktaking meeting, including the beginning of the second phase of negotiations by discussing proposals submitted and time arrangement for the future meetings.  It was noted that the proposals submitted were available in the WTO website.   The Convenor thanked the United States for its presentation and suggested the members of the Watch Group to identify, upon reporting, possible actions or work that the GOS can undertake to contribute more actively to the WTO process.  Some members also stressed the usefulness of the report in identifying key issues expected to be in the WTO process for the next few months and encouraged the Watch Group to do so.

33. New Zealand proposed to modify the text of the CAP item V (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/030) so as to give more specific guidelines for the work that the GOS could undertake in order to contribute more actively to the WTO.  Some member indicated that, in addition to the examples listed in the New Zealand’s proposal, GOS could actively participate in the APEC Strategic Plan for Capacity Building for WTO negotiations by proposing related programs.

34. The Group agreed that the CAP Item V was modified as below and would be submitted to the CTI for recognition.

CAP Item V: Where appropriate and possible, contribute to the WTO’s work on services, including through:

i) identification of APEC services related work projects as inputs to consideration of services trade issues by the WTO Council for Trade in Services and its subsidiary bodies; and

ii) information exchange and technical assistance, to support GOS Members’ preparations for successful participation in WTO services negotiations.

IV. Other Business

35. The Group reviewed the Convenor’s Summary Report to 2nd CTI Meeting (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/016) and Forecast of 2001 TILF Deliverables (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/017), which both had been submitted to the CTI as requested.  The Group agreed to modify the section of "Decision Points Needed from the CTI" in the Convenor’s Summary Report to reflect the development of these two days. "Major Developments" section would also be modified accordingly.  No change was made to the Forecast of 2001 TILF Deliverables.
36. The Convenor, who was obliged to monitor and supervise the maintenance of the GOS web page, reported to the Group on the current structure and substance of the GOS web page having been developed so far. She encouraged member economies to work closely with the APEC Secretariat to maintain the accuracy of the information on the web page. She also urged members to provide their domestic service-related websites to be linked to the GOS web page, which could be cross-referred to the information of E-IAP. 

37. The Convenor proposed to modify the section of “Contact Information” of the web page (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/025). Some member proposed to include E-Commerce Steering Group, ESC and Group on Economic Infrastructure as service-related fora.  Both proposals were adopted.
38. Some member economy suggested members of Core Group for Environmental EVSL and Watch Group for WTO Services Negotiations to take turn in accordance with the order arranged in the GOS’ web page.  It was so agreed.

V. Election of new Convenor

39. Mr. Jose F. Poblano from Mexico was elected as new GOS Convenor and will take the office from July.

VI. Agency Reports

40. The APEC Secretariat informed the Group of the July BMC meeting.

VII. Future Meetings

41. The GOS III meeting would be held in Dalian, People’s Republic of China, on August 18-19.

VIII. Meeting Documents distribution

42. The list of Meeting Documents was marked with notes along the sides of the documents for public release (2001/SOMII/CTI/GOS/032/Rev).
IX. Summary and Conclusion

43. The Convenor thanked member economies for their support to her convenorship and expected that the new Convenor would bring more progress and success to the GOS in the future. The Convenor reminded member economies the work need to be done intersessionally, including 

· Submitting comments on the Summary Report of Discussion on the 1st set of Menu of Options papers by June 15th,

· Reviewing and submitting comments within two weeks on the Summary Report of Discussion on the 2nd set of Menu of Options papers, which is expected to be available around mid-June, 

· Provision of contact information of RIA authorities,

· Consultation with education authorities for the issue of standstill commitment on cross-border supply,

· Considering the remaining sections of the Australian paper: Proposed Response to Recommendations Contained in the Report: Measures Affecting Trade and Investment in Education Services in the Asia-Pacific Region, 

· Considering the issues prepared by the Program Director for services innovation,

· Identifying and inviting environmental service experts by EVSL core group for the presentation at the next meeting. 

The Convenor also indicated that she would issue letters to AGGI, BMG, SCCP and the TFTF to contribute some of the work of the Group before she turns the office to the new Convenor in July.

ANNEX
Proposed Modifications to the Service section of OAA

3. SERVICES

OBJECTIVE


APEC economies, in accordance with the APEC Policy Framework for Work on Services, will achieve free and open trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region by:

a.

progressively reducing restrictions on market access for trade in services;  

b.
progressively providing for inter-alia most favored nation (MFN) treatment and national treatment for trade in services; and
c.
providing, in regulated sectors, for the fair and transparent development, adoption and application of regulations and regulatory procedures for trade in services.
GUIDELINES 


Each APEC economy will:

a. contribute positively and actively to the WTO negotiations on trade in services;

b. expand commitments under the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) on market access and national treatment and eliminate MFN exemptions where appropriate; 

c. undertake further actions, where appropriate, to implement the APEC Menu of Options for Voluntary Liberalization, Facilitation and Promotion of Economic and Technical Cooperation in Services Trade and Investment;

d.  make efforts to provide for the participation of concerned parties in regulations and regulatory processes, the fair and transparent application of regulations, and the prompt consideration of applications; and

e.
support APEC capacity building efforts to supply services by, inter-alia, strengthening infrastructure, promoting the use of advanced technologies and developing human resources.
COLLECTIVE ACTIONS

APEC economies will take the following Collective Actions with regard to services in the telecommunications, transportation, energy and tourism sectors
, and continue to seek Collective Actions in other sectors.  APEC economies will also endeavor to:

a. avoid duplication of service-related work, 

b. integrate relevant Collective Actions as a whole for coherence of issues with cross-cutting nature, 

c. increase interaction with private sectors, including business communities, and 

d. maintain balance among three APEC pillars for all Collective Actions taken.

OR

APEC economies will take the Collective Actions below with regard to services in the telecommunications, transportation, energy and tourism sectors1, and will continue to seek Collective Actions in other service sectors.  APEC economies will also:

a.
identify industries in which the progressive reduction of barriers may have a positive impact on trade in services and economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region; and

b.
build the capacity of APEC economies to supply services by, inter alia, strengthening infrastructure, promoting the use of advanced technologies, and developing human resources.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS


In accordance the Cancun Declaration, APEC economies will:

a.
Work to bridge the digital divide at the domestic, regional and international levels, and to cooperate and collaborate with the business/private sector in this effort. 

b.
Foster discussion between business/private sector and governments on appropriate means to assess and reward the value of products and services exchanged in the provision of converged Internet services among APEC economies, consistent with the APEC Principles on International Charging Arrangements for Internet Services. 

c.
Foster the development of effective competition policies that support market convergence in the telecommunications and information industries. 

d.
Accelerate the pace of implementation of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment for Telecommunications Equipment (MRA)

e.
work to ensure that policy and regulatory environments better foster the uptake of e-commerce. 

f.
Implement, within voluntary time frames the APEC Interconnection Principles and consult on the need for further discussions on interconnection

g.
Give attention to user requirements for open standards and systems to support interoperability.
OR

APEC economies will:

a.
conform, where appropriate, to:

-
telecommunications regulatory principles reference paper;

-    APEC interconnection principles agreed to at the Cancun APEC Telecommunications Ministerial;

-
The Guidelines for Trade in International Value-Added Network Services (IVANS); the Guidelines for Harmonization of Equipment Certification;

b.
continue to work jointly to:

-
develop transparent and procompetitive wireless licensing procedures;

-
harmonize administrative procedures governing certification of customer telecommunications equipment; 

-
unbundle the local loop, including the provision of line sharing;

-
study the benefits of competitive backhaul provisioning and supportive pro-competitive regulatory approaches;

-
design procompetitive regulatory principles for the provision of telecommunications services;

-
establish, in each member economy, a regulator independent of operators as well as policy-making divisions of government;

c.
implement on an elective basis the model Mutual Recognition Arrangement on conformity assessment

OR

[APEC economies will:

a.
conform, where appropriate, to:

· telecommunications regulatory principles reference paper;

· APEC interconnection principles agreed to at the Cancun APEC Telecommunications Ministerial;

· The Guidelines for Trade in International Value-Added Network Services (IVANS) the Guidelines for Harmonization of Equipment Certification;

b.
continue to work jointly to:

· develop transparent and non-discriminatory wireless licensing procedures;
· harmonize administrative procedures governing certification of customer telecommunications equipment; 

· unbundle the local loop, including the provision of line sharing;

· study the benefits of competitive backhaul provisioning and supportive pro-competitive regulatory approaches;
· design procompetitive regulatory principles for the provision of telecommunications services;

· ensure that a regulator is independent of any operators in each member economy;

c.
implement on an elective basis the model Mutual Recognition Arrangement on conformity assessment.
TRANSPORTATION (Being considered by the Transportation Working Group) 


APEC economies will:

a. promote the implementation of International Civil Aviation Organization and International Maritime Organization standards, regulations and safety measures;

b. complete the Transportation Road Transport Harmonization Project and encourage the development of mutual recognition arrangements for road vehicles;

c. encourage involvement in dialogue with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and strive to move towards harmonization of road vehicle regulations within an appropriate international forum;

d. examine the possibility of taking appropriate steps to facilitate privatization or corporatization of transportation infrastructure projects;

e. after completing in 1995, Phase II of the Transportation Electronic Data Interchange Study identifying barriers to transportation industry use of Electronic Data Interchange, initiate a pilot Electronic Data Interchange trial program, and determine future direction in the adoption of Electronic Data Interchange as widely as possible throughout the transport sector in the region; and

f. seek to eliminate the requirement for paper documents (both regulatory and institutional) for the key messages relevant to international transport and trade as soon as practicable within the next 10 years. 

ENERGY (Being considered by the Energy Working Group)


APEC economies will:

a.    facilitate investment in the energy sector by:

(i) identifying, by the end of 1996, institutional, regulatory and procedural impediments that affect investment in electricity infrastructure;

(ii) developing, by the end of 1996, a guidance framework to facilitate investment;

(iii) developing, by the end of 1999, coordinated solutions to more complex issues based on the outcomes of the above activities, and extending these activities to other aspects of the energy supply chain where appropriate; and

(iv) considering, in the long-term, issues associated with facilitating transborder infrastructure and the financing thereof; 

b. accept equivalence in accreditation and increase harmonization of energy standards by;

(i) establishing, by the end of 1996, the basis for the mutual recognition of testing protocols and the accreditation of laboratories, and the acceptance of the test results arising from them;

(ii) reaching, by the end of 1999, agreement on the mutual recognition of testing protocols and the accreditation of laboratories, and the acceptance of the test results arising from them; and

(iii) extending, in the long-term, work on energy standards to specific products starting from domestic appliances and going on to selected items of industrial and commercial equipment. 

TOURISM


APEC economies will:

a.
Remove impediments to tourism business and investment by:

(i)
promoting and facilitating the mobility of skills, training and labor;

(ii)
promoting and facilitating productive investment in tourism and associated sectors;

(iii)
removing regulatory impediments to tourism business and investment; and

(iv)
encouraging liberalization of services trade related to tourism under General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)

b.
Increase mobility of visitors and demand for tourism goods and services in the APEC region by:

(i)
facilitating seamless travel for visitors;

(ii)
enhancing visitor experiences;

(iii)

promoting inter- and intra-regional marketing opportunities and cooperation;

(iv)

facilitating and promoting e-commerce for tourism business;

(v)
enhancing safety and security of visitors; and

(vi)

fostering a non-discriminatory approach to the provision of visitor facilities and services.

c.
Sustainably manage tourism outcomes and impacts by:

(i)

demonstrate an appreciation and understanding of natural environment and seek to protect the environment

(ii)

foster ecologically sustainable development opportunities across the tourism sector, particularly for small and medium sized enterprises, employment and providing for open and sustainable tourism markets

(iii)

protect the social integrity of host communities with particular attention to the implications of gender in the management and development of tourism

(iv)

recognize, respect and preserve local and indigenous cultures together with our natural and national cultural heritage

(v)

enhance capability building in the management and development of tourism.

d.
Enhance recognition and understanding of tourism as a vehicle for economic and social development by:

(i)

Harmonizing methodologies for key tourism statistical collections, consistent with activities of other international tourism organizations

(ii)
facilitating the exchange of information on tourism between economies

(iii)
promoting comprehensive analysis of the role of tourism in member economies in promoting sustainable growth

(iv)
expanding our collective knowledge base on tourism issues in order to identify emerging issues and assist in the implementation of the Seoul Declaration on an APEC Tourism Charter.]

�  The following Collective Actions have been extracted from the annexed Action Programs of Working Groups in which substantial progress has already been made in services, in order to illustrate liberalization and facilitation related activities to be undertaken in these sectors.  Activities in these sectors are also dealt with in Part Two.
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