CHAIR’S SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE 

ECOTECH SUB-SOMMITTEE

20-21 August 2001

Dalian, China

The third meeting of the Ecotech Sub-Committee (ESC) this year was held in Dalian, China, from 20-21 August 2001.  It was attended by representatives from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; The People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; the Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States.  The APEC Secretariat also attended. The official Observers were not represented on this occasion.  The list of delegates is attached at Annex A.
2.
Dr Medhi Krongkaew, Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics, Thammasat University, chaired the meeting.

I. Chair’s Opening Remark

3.
The Chair recalled political changes that had taken place in several member economies this year. Reflecting on developments in Thailand, he noted that the Prime Minister would be able to use his popular support to raise 'the Comfort Level' of the Thai people to accept his brand of economic liberalisation and globalisation.  The Chair felt that members could learn from that example and raise the comfort level of the people in the region to accept what APEC and ECOTECH does.  To that end he noted that APIAN was working closely with Mexico, which was convening a symposium on 'Perspectives for APEC 2002', in Mexico City, in September, with a view to fostering closer cooperation between APEC and the academic world. 

4.
The Chair advised that although he would be completing his term at the end of the year, he hoped to continue his association with the ESC through his new appointment as Coordinator of the new Community Building Forum of the PECC.  He said that it was particularly satisfying to him that over the past two years, the level of consciousness on Ecotech in APEC had been elevated to be 'on par' with TILF.  Members thanked Dr Medhi for his contribution to the deliberation and work of the ESC and asked that their appreciation be recorded in the Executive Summary of the 2001 Ecotech Report.

II. Adoption of the Agenda

5.
The draft Agenda was approved and is attached as Annex B.

III. Business Arrangements

6.
The Chair and the Secretariat briefed members on the business arrangements for the meeting.  With respect to the Participants' list that is circulated at ESC meetings, the Secretariat was asked to make provision for participants to record their gender.

IV. Evaluating and Developing ECOTECH Activities

i) Developing OAA Part II
7.
The ESC considered the updated OAA Part II and Annex and agreed that a separate section in the Annex for Economic Infrastructure was not necessary as it was a cross-cutting issue involving several working groups and the GEI.  Moreover, as the future viability of the GEI had not yet been resolved, it questioned the inclusion of a specific reference to continuing work on the RISE program in the OAA Part II section on Economic Infrastructure.  The ESC considered that the infrastructure section should be drafted in more general terms so that other relevant Working Groups eg EWG, TELWG and TPTWG could broadly adopt it.  It proposed, therefore, that the third dot point under (c) in the Joint Activities for Economic Infrastructure should be deleted.  As the GEI Chair was not present and as GEI members had not yet had a chance to comment on the OAA update or the future options for the group that were put forward at its May meeting, the ESC agreed to defer further discussion on the future of the GEI.

8.
The ESC observed that most APEC working groups had not incorporated fully into their OAA Action Programs the ECOTECH elements of key mandates agreed by Ministers and Leaders including; sustainable development, gender integration and the APEC Food System.  For example: the ATCWG did not include a specific reference to its responsibilities under the AFS; only the FWG, GEI, ISTWG and TPTWG had references to the implementation of the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC; the MRCWG Action Program was a good model on sustainable development that groups like the ISTWG and TWG could follow; and the HRDWG should include in its Action Program planned activities arising from the Beijing Initiative.  The ESC complimented the TPTWG, TWG and SMEWG for their intention to work closely with relevant international organisations, and the HRDWG for its inclusion of Performance Indicators.  The Chair agreed to remind Working Groups and the GEI of the need to reflect mandated activities when finalising the OAA update.

9.
The ESC agreed to change the order of the sectoral groupings in the OAA Part II and Annex so that they are listed alphabetically.  It approved the requests of the EWG, ATCWG and the GEI, for amendments to the Common Policy Concepts and agreed to convey them as recommendations in the 2001 Ecotech Report, for endorsement by SOM and Ministers.

ii) Ecotech Action Plans
10.
The Chair expressed satisfaction that development of the EAP was accomplished in Shenzhen and nine economies had now submitted their draft EAPs for consideration, with several others expecting to submit theirs in September.

11.
Sharing its experience in preparing the EAP (SOMIII/ESC/004), the US observed that the task was time consuming because of the large number of projects that it was involved in.  While extracting information on APEC projects was manageable because of its availability through the Ecotech Clearing House, obtaining information on cooperative projects conducted through other international organisations or on a bilateral basis proved more challenging.  Moreover, it had difficulty finding a central source of information because of the decentralised nature of the US Government.  The US proposed that members should focus on APEC projects, supplemented by outstanding examples of other activities, rather than to attempt to provide an exhaustive listing of projects.  It suggested that the HRDWG's Best Practice Guide on projects, when developed, could be a useful tool to help members assess which projects to include in the EAP.

12.
Members found the preparation of the EAP as a worthwhile exercise, which provided an opportunity to strengthen their inter-agency processes.  The EAP template was considered to be flexible enough to allow members to decide on what and how much to report. Moreover, the EAP provided an opportunity to explain the rationale of the initiative and analyse the effectiveness of development cooperation.  Members agreed to finalise their EAPs and submit them to the Secretariat by 21 September so that they could be consolidated and submitted to Ministers as a major deliverable this year.  Members also agreed that there was a need to update their EAPs annually to ensure the most recent data is available.  

13.
Korea suggested that in expanding the coverage of the EAP to include the remaining 11 areas of the OAA in future, the ESC could divide them into 2-3 groups and aim to report on 1 per year.  The Chair mentioned that if in future the ESC required an external body to assess the first round of EAPs, APIAN had indicated that it would be willing to carry out that task.  Members considered that it was more important at present to encourage broader participation in the EAP process than to be considering assessments.

iii) Human Capacity Building (HCB)
14.
The Chair of the Human Capacity Building Coordinating Group (HCBCG), Ambassador Elard Escala, reported on the outcome of the group's meeting the previous day and presented a revised draft strategy (SOMIII/ESC/007).  He advised that with further inputs to the revised draft from relevant fora and members, he expected to complete a high quality document for submission to SOM by 3 October.  Members commended the HCBCG Chair for his efforts and offered to provide comments on the draft strategy by 7 September.  They concurred that the quality of the final document was paramount and it should not be held hostage to time. Recalling the Brundtland report, members noted the importance of including elements of equity and sustainability so that the needs of the present generation could be met without compromising those of future generations.

iv) APEC Education Foundation

15. Dr Ahn Hyung Do, Executive Director of the APEC Education Foundation (AEF) briefed members on the AEF's recent efforts for revitalization and its grants program that had initiated the establishment of the Consortium for APEC Cyber Education Cooperation (ACEC), to which the AEF had approved a grant of US$600,000 (SOMIII/ESC/008).  Supplemented by contributions from participating economies, some US$2 million worth of projects were now up and running.  A presentation on the ACEC by its Chair, Dr Kim Young Hwan, followed (SOMIII/ESC/021).  Dr Kim advised that the ACEC, composed of 5 economies, had been endorsed by the HRDWG's EDNET.  To narrow the digital divide and promote multilateral cooperation, the ACEC would provide multi-lingual services for teachers, policy-makers and researchers through a web portal to serve as a knowledge bank, on and off-line educational communities and human capacity building projects.  More active participation of member economies was encouraged.  

16. The United States welcomed the launch of the ACEC, and noted the need for further financial support to revitalize the APEC Education Foundation.  Several member economies, including Brunei and Chile, expressed interest in participating in ACEC activities to help educators in the effective utilisation of the ICT and the Internet.
v) APEC Food System (AFS)

17.
Members expressed concern about the GEI report on the implementation of the AFS, notably the section dealing with future actions.  As the future of the GEI had not yet been resolved it was agreed that the 'Future Actions' section should be deleted when submitting the report to the APEC Secretariat for inclusion in the AFS report to SOM (SOMIII/ESC/009 Rev1).

18.
In presenting the overview paper on the AFS, the US noted that only one of the eight ABAC recommendations were taken up by APEC fora and members this year.  The Secretariat pointed out that not all ABAC recommendations were ‘endorsed’ by Leaders, as a result the reports by fora and members were in response to the tasking set out by SOM in February.  Following a small group meeting, the draft ESC overview paper was finalised and approved for submission to the APEC Secretariat for inclusion in the AFS report to SOM (SOMIII/ESC/010 Rev1).

V. Disseminating the Benefits of ECOTECH
i) SOM 2001 report on Economic and Technical Cooperation
19.
The draft 2001 Ecotech Report was approved, following adoption of the Executive Summary and recommendations as amended. 

20.
The ESC decided against having a separate 'Conclusions' chapter that would be forward looking, as the ESC's future role had not been considered during the year.  New Zealand agreed to coordinate discussion intersessionally among interested members on the role and mandate of the ESC, with a view to preparing a draft paper for consideration at the ESC meeting in February 2002.  Members agreed, however, to advise Ministers through the Ecotech Report of the ESC's need to continue to expand its working relations with organisations within and outside the APEC process.

VI. Other Business

i) Sponsorship Guidelines

21.
The request from the BMC for comments on the Sponsorship Guidelines adopted by the TELWG was noted.  Members agreed to provide comments on the guidelines and examples of any past experiences relating to sponsorship of APEC events, by 28 September.  In response to a question, the Secretariat briefed the meeting on the guidelines governing the use of the APEC logo.

ii) Vice Chair of ESC

22.
Members unanimously supported the nomination of the Philippines as the Vice Chair from next year.  The Chair agreed to seek SOM's endorsement of the nomination.
iii) Meeting Documents

23.
Members agreed to the public release of most of the meeting documents including the draft EAPs, but not the draft reports (OAA, AFS, Ecotech Report, HCBSG Strategy) which were to be finalised intersessionally for submission to Ministers in October.

iv) Next Meeting

24
Members agreed to meet next in Mexico, at a date in February 2002 that would be confirmed intersessionally.
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Action Arising

	Para #
	Action By
	Task
	Due

	8
	ESC Chair
	Remind Working Groups and the GEI of the need to reflect mandated activities when finalising the OAA update.

Advise the GEI of the recommendation to delete the third dot point under (c) in the Joint Activities for Economic Infrastructure.
	End August

	12
	Members
	Finalise EAPs and submit them to the Secretariat.
	21 September

	14
	Members
	Provide comments on the draft HCB Strategy.
	7 September

	21
	Members
	Provide comments on the TELWG Sponsorship Guidelines and examples of any sponsorship arrangements.
	28 September

	24
	Mexico
Secretariat
	Confirm date for next meeting
	January 2002

	20
	New Zealand
	Prepare paper in consultation with interested members on the role and mandate of the ESC. 
	January 2002

	17
	Secretariat
	Delete 'Future Actions' section in the GEI's AFS report.
	21 August

	23
	Secretariat
	Arrange for the upload of non-classified ESC documents on to the APEC Secretariat website
	September
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