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Chair's Summary Report

The 13th Meeting of the APEC Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group (SMEWG) was convened in Shanghai, China, on 27 August 2001. Representatives from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; the People's Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; the Philippines; the Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei;  Thailand; the United States and Vietnam participated in the meeting. The APEC Secretariat, PECC and PIF were also represented. Macao, China also attended the meeting. The meeting was chaired by Madame Zhang Ruiying, Deputy Director-General, Foreign Affairs Department of the State Economic and Trade Commission, People's Republic of China. The List of Delegates appears as Annex A.

1. Chair’s Welcome and Opening Remarks

The Meeting received a warm welcome to Shanghai from the Chair. In her opening remarks she outlined the agenda of the meeting and the expected outcome form the meeting. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

3. Reports from the Chair (SOM III Outcomes) 

The Chair reported on issues related to SMEs and the work of the SMEWG which were discussed in SOM III held in Dalian, China in 22-24 August 2001  (Annex 2). 

It was reported that issues related to SMEs and SMEWG which were discussed include:

· The instruction from SOM that key cross-cutting initiatives such as sustainable development, gender integration, and the APEC Food System, need to be reflected in the revised document;

· The encouragement by SOM to relevant APEC fora to apply in their future work, the outcomes of the Seminar on Best Practices for Entrepreneurship and Start-up Companies held on August 2 – 3, in Taipei;

· The instruction of SOM to further implement the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC by all APEC fora;

· The adoption of the APEC Communication and Outreach Strategy to be applied across APEC member economies and fora; and 

· The adaptation of the Telecommunications Working Group Sponsorship Guidelines by SMEWG.

The meeting took note of the report. The meeting also discussed the need of getting acknowledgment from SOM on the good work that SMEWG has done in the development of SMEs in APEC Region. The meeting also agreed to have a closer collaboration with other APEC fora to work together on SMEs issues. 

4. Management Review as it relates to the SMEWG

4.1  SMEWG Terms of Reference

The Meeting received a briefing by Brunei on the revised draft Terms of Reference (TOR). The Meeting thanked Brunei for their excellent work and unanimously adopted the document and agreed to seek Ministers and SOM endorsement of it as the new Terms of Reference for SMEWG. (Annex 3) 

4.2  Interaction with Private Sector

Brunei and China briefed the meeting on their revised paper on the Interaction with Private Sector, which have incorporated comments and suggestions of changes from members economies. The Meeting thanked Brunei and China for their work. The meeting raised the issues of:

· Organizing a symposium or a workshop on the margin of SMEWG meeting should be left optional, so as not to become additional burden to the host;

· Closer collaboration with other APEC working group, especially on the outreach program to business community;

The meeting agreed to have Brunei and the APEC Secretariat to incorporate the suggestions/concern raised into the paper. The final paper would be tabled in the SME Ministerial Meeting and SOM for their endorsement. Once endorsed by the SME Ministers, it would form an annex to the Joint Ministerial Statement.

5. Report on the Plan on Gender Integration in the SMEWG

Malaysia briefed the meeting on its efforts in integrating gender in their policy on the development of SMEs. The meeting welcomed the report made by and agreed to encourage member economies to exchange experience on the integration of women in their economy. It is acknowledged that the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC is the effective means for integrating women into the SMEWG in particular and in APEC in general. 

6.  Discussion on the proposed steps in relation to the Beijing initiative on Human Capacity Building.

Brunei presented a discussion paper on the proposed steps in relation to the Beijing Initiative on Human Capacity Building. There were three proposals on the follow-up that SMEWG could undertake:

· Sharing resources, exchange information on best practices, develop, promote and expand projects on IT for SMEs and micro-enterprises;

· Establishment of learning network for SMEs and micro-enterprises; and

· Development of tripartite arrangement in the human capacity building activities

The meeting welcome the proposals and agreed to look further into those proposals for implementation.

Chinese Taipei presented its proposition on “APEC Life-long Learning Passport”, a program to encourage entrepreneurs and staff of SMEs to take advantage of on-job vocational training. The meeting welcomed the proposition and encouraged member economies to adopt Chinese Taipei’s proposition. 

7. Discussion on New Project Proposals

7.1. Voluntary Visitor Program for APEC SME Government Officials (US)

The US presented a project proposal on Voluntary Visitor Program for APEC SME Government Officials, which aims at:

· To introduce the participating APEC SME Government Officials to U.S. federal and local government, private sector, and academic organizations responsible for the development of U.S. SME policies and programs.;

· To share information and experiences on development of SME programs and policies while in the United States and to have participating government officials gain first-hand knowledge of U.S. policy and program development;

· To build the human capacity and skills through exposure to new ideas and concepts enabling entrepreneurs and SMEs to grow and develop as a backbone of the U.S. economy; and

· To support APEC Leaders’ and Ministers’ calls for greater interaction with business sector in development of programs.  

The meeting supported the proposal and agreed that the project would bring a lot of benefit to member economies. The meeting agreed to submit the proposal to the SME Ministers for their endorsement. It was also agreed that once the Ministers’ endorsement was secured, the proposal would be submitted to the BMC for inter-sessional approval.

7.2. SME Portal (PECC/Canada)

PECC and Canada briefed the meeting on their project proposal on SME Portal. The project is to establish and maintain and easily accessed site of annotated links to other key website (a portal hub), which can in turn provide growth-oriented SMEs with access to relevant information, advice and services to help them expand their businesses in APEC Region.

It was reported that the initial discussion of the concept of the project was discussed among some members of SMEWG and the ABAC representative.  The meeting agreed that once the project proposal developed, it would be circulated to SMEWG members for approval before submission to the BMC. 

Similar to the US’ project proposal, the meeting agreed to submit the proposal to the SME Ministers for their endorsement and later to be submitted to the BMC for inter-sessional approval.

8. Status of Implementation of SPAN

The Meeting took note of Hong Kong's reports on their efforts in the implementation of SME Integrated Plan of Action (SPAN).

9. Preparation for the 8th Meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for SMEs, 

The Meeting received a briefing by Representative from China on the final arrangements for the 8th SME Ministerial Meeting to be held on 29-30 August in the same venue of the WG meeting. China also provided information on preparation of SME Business Forum and Exhibition to be held in conjunction with the SME MM on August 27-30 in Shanghai.

10. Discussion on the Next SMEWG Meeting 2002

The Meeting thanked Chile for its offer to host the next SMEWG meeting in 2002. Chile informed that the meeting was scheduled to be held in April 2002, in Villa Del Mar. 

Mexico informed the meeting that the 2002 SME Ministerial Meeting would take place in Guadalajara, 22-25 August 2002. Mexico also briefed the meeting on the proposed theme for the 2002 SME MM.

11. Other Business

11.1. Non-Member Application from WASME

The Chair reported that there was no consensus with regard to the non-member application from WASME. The decision would be reported to the APEC Secretariat to be conveyed to the applicant. 

11.2. APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation

Hong Kong briefed the Meeting on the APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation. The meeting agreed that the Principles would be taken into consideration when working on the SMEWG work plan for 2002.

11.3. Telecommunications Working Group Sponsorship Guidelines

The Chair of the BMC has written to all APEC fora requesting comments on the TELWG Sponsorship Guidelines for adaptation as APEC Guidelines. The meeting in principle agreed to the adaptation of the Guidelines as APEC’s and invited SMEWG members to submit further comments/suggestion to the APEC Secretariat by October 2001.

12. Closing Remarks

The Chair thanked all the participants for their contribution to the Meeting and thanked all SMEWG members for their cooperation throughout the year. The Meeting congratulated Madame Zhang for her excellent leadership and thanked China for the warm hospitality. 
