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1.
The Third Senior Officials Meeting (SOM III) for the Thirteenth APEC Ministerial Meeting was convened in Dalian, China on 23-24 August 2001. Senior Officials from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; the Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States and Viet Nam participated in the Meeting. The Chairs of the SOM Sub-Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation (ESC), Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI); Economic Committee (EC) and the Budget and Management Committee (BMC) were present. The APEC Secretariat also attended. Representatives from PECC were also present as observers. The list of principal delegates appears as Annex 1.

I. Chair’s Opening Remarks
2.
The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Wang Guangya, Vice Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China. After welcoming all participants to Dalian, the Chair highlighted APEC’s achievements so far this year and identified key outstanding issues including the “Shanghai Accord” initiative. Meanwhile, the Chair emphasized the importance of this meeting as a critical juncture in making preparations for the Ministerial and Leaders’ Meetings in October, and called on members to be realistic as well as flexible with a sufficiently balanced and rightfully ambitious agenda.

II. Adoption of Agenda

3.
The draft annotated Agenda was approved and is attached as Annex 2.

III. Business Arrangements

4. The Chair briefed Senior Officials on the arrangements for the Meeting.

IV.
Key Outcomes of the SOM Retreat 


5. The Chair briefed the meeting on the key outcomes of the retreat, at which the Senior Officials conducted extensive discussions on the “Shanghai Accord” initiative. 

6. The Chair described the brainstorming session as helpful, informative and constructive. It helped to deepen the understanding by member economies of each other’s concerns and interests. Senior Officials also explored the objective, status, general guidelines and major elements of the initiative (Annex 3,4,5).

Advancing Trade and Investment 

V. Trade and Investment Liberalization and Facilitation

A. Strengthening the multilateral trading system

7. SOM recalled the determination expressed by Ministers Responsible for Trade last June to ensure that the WTO new round be launched successfully at Doha, and agreed that the Ministerial and Leaders’ Meetings in October provide another opportunity for APEC to make a further contribution to achieving that goal by building on the MRT statement.  As to how APEC should frame its contribution to the launch of the new round at Doha in specific terms, SOM agreed that it depends to a large extent on how the Geneva process will further play itself out. Several member economies briefed the meeting on their assessment of the developments in Geneva. The general feeling is that gaps, though narrowing, still remain, and that it will require an intensification of efforts by all parties concerned to advance agreement on the launch of the new round.   In this connection, the possibility of convening a special Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade devoted to the WTO new round on the margins of October Ministerial Meeting was raised, while recognizing that the value of such a meeting could only be determined at a later date.

8. SOM reaffirmed the importance of APEC WTO-related capacity building programs as an unique, substantial and value-adding contribution to the confidence building for the new round, and welcomed the progress made by WTO Capacity Building Group on the implementation of the Plan, especially the 12 specific projects approved. SOM called for further progress in this regard and agreed to accord priority to the use of TILF fund on an urgent basis to implement the Strategic APEC Plan during the coming year. SOM also agree to continue to invite the Asian Development Bank， World Trade Organization and the World Bank to its next meeting.

B. Individual Action Plans

9. SOM endorsed the CTI’s recommendations on improving and refining the e-IAP system (Annex 6) and noted that the system will be fully operational and accessible by the October Ministerial Meeting. SOM urged all member economies to submit their IAPs in accordance with the new format by 20 September 2001.

10. SOM reached wide agreement that the IAP peer review process needs to be strengthened, increasing its effectiveness without compromising the voluntary nature of the exercise. Considering the different views expressed upon the details, SOM asked the CTI Chair, in consultation with Japan and other interested member economies to continue their discussions in order to reach full consensus as soon as possible (Annex 7). 

11. CTI Chair reported on successful completion of the review process of the OAA Part I (Annex 8), subject to a technical confirmation from the Telecommunications and Information Working Group. SOM expressed its appreciation for the spirit of cooperation demonstrated in the exercise and agreed to report the results to the Ministerial Meeting in October for endorsement.

C. Collective Action Plans

12. SOM thanked Mr. Joseph M. Damond, the outgoing CTI Chair, for his contribution to the work of the CTI in the past two years. SOM acknowledge the need to select a new CTI Chair as soon as possible and urged member economies to intensify consultations in this regard.

13. SOM endorsed the 2001 CTI Annual Report and the recommendations therein to Ministers and noted the progress achieved by CTI and its sub-fora in revising and enhancing the Collective Action Plans (CAPs). SOM recognized the positive outcomes of activities with a view to increasing the relevance of CAPs to the business sector such as the Investment Mart held in Yantai (Annex 9), the Customs-Business Dialogue held in Shanghai (Annex 10) and the progress made in the area of Business Mobility. SOM welcomed the pilot project on Advanced Passenger Processing as a deliverable for Leaders and encouraged the participation of member economies. SOM welcomed the announcement by Chinese Taipei to join the APEC Business Travel Card programme. 

14. SOM encouraged member economies to publicize the APEC Trade Facilitation Principles and requested CTI and its sub-fora to take them into account when developing their work programs next year.

D. New Initiatives
15. SOM affirmed the importance for APEC to demonstrate its continued commitment to the Bogor Goals and its ability to respond to changes in the regional and world economy, embracing particularly the opportunities and challenges of globalization and the new economy. They agreed that the “Shanghai Accord” initiative has the potential to serve this purpose and help inject dynamism into the APEC process as it enters its second decade of development.

16. SOM agreed on some of the general guidelines on developing the substance of the initiative, including: 

· Preserving the integrity of the APEC principles of voluntarism, consensus building, flexibility, concerted actions, gradualism and differentiated timetables for developed and developing economies;

· Taking a strategic, forward-looking approach;

· Balance of interests; and 

· The need to be realistic and ambitious at the same time.

17. On the status of the initiative, members agreed that the “Shanghai Accord” could be either part of the Leaders’ Declaration or a stand-alone document appended to the Leaders’ Declaration, pending further discussion on the substance. They emphasized that in either case, the Leaders’ Declaration will be the central document to result from the Leaders’ Meeting.

18. SOM also exchanged ideas on the major elements to be included in the initiative. Sharpening and updating the APEC vision, updating the roadmap for achieving that vision and strengthening the implementation mechanism have been proposed. Senior Officials recognized that a consensus was yet to be reached on the details, and agreed to work inter-sessionally in the lead up to the October meetings. SOM endorsed as the basis for further work a SOM Chair’s Working Paper on the Shanghai Initiative and a supplementary paper, which captured the progress in the discussions so far and outlined the next steps to be taken (Annex 11,12). 

Sharing the Benefits of Globalization and New Economy

VI. Human Capacity Building Initiative

A. Follow-up to the “Beijing Initiative”

19. SOM was briefed by China on its follow-up project to the “Beijing Initiative”, which was tentatively named as “Human Capacity Building Promotion Program”. SOM applauded the effort of China and relevant parties in developing this program, and called on other economies to make their efforts and translate the shared vision of APEC into action.

B. 4th APEC Human Resources Development Ministerial Meeting

20. SOM thanked Japan for its briefing on the preparations underway for the 4th APEC Human Resources Development Ministerial Meeting, and took note of the meeting’s main theme and encouraged members’ full participation at the meeting. SOM recommended that the Meeting build on existing efforts and take full account of the outcomes in related APEC events to deliver concrete outcomes. 

C. APEC Education Foundation

21. The Meeting thanked APEC Education Foundation for its presentation on recent activities and plans. SOM commended the progress in sponsoring the cyber education programs and welcomed the establishment of the APEC Cyber Education Cooperation Consortium (Annex 13,14). SOM also recognized the possibility of interaction between this initiative and the follow-up project to the “Beijing Initiative”. 

D. APEC HCB Strategy

22. SOM was briefed by Ambassador Escala, head of the HCB Coordinating Group, on the formulation of APEC Human Capacity Building Strategy (Annex 15). SOM appreciated the progress made in developing the Strategy, and urged HCBCG to finish as scheduled for submission to SOM, so that it can be delivered to the Ministers.

VII
 Ecotech Issues

A．Work Program of the ESC

23. SOM was briefed by the ESC Chair, Dr. Medhi, on its three major achievements of the year: the update of OAA Part II, the introduction of Ecotech Action Plan (EAP), and the development of the Human Capacity Building Strategy (Annex 16). SOM endorsed the 2001 Ecotech Report and its recommendations.

24. On updating OAA Part II and Annex, SOM asked ESC to continue its consultation with Working Groups and submit the final version to SOM by 14 September. SOM would then invite member economies to give further comments and finalize the package before 21 September.

25. SOM noted that the ESC would review its mandate under the leadership of New Zealand to reflect its evolving responsibilities and will report to SOM.

26. SOM expressed appreciation to Dr. Medhi for his excellent contribution over the past two years as the ESC Chair and wished him well in his future endeavors. SOM also welcomed the offer by the Philippines to serve as the Vice Chair of ESC next year.

B．Ecotech Action Plans

27. Recognizing that the formulation of EAPs by member economies is an evolving exercise, SOM commended the submission of EAPs by 9 economies and encouraged other members to do likewise to deliver a broad-based outcome. SOM asked relevant members to further revise their EAPs and submit the final version to the Secretariat by 21 September so that they can be consolidated and submitted to Ministers as a major deliverable in this year’s process. 

C. APEC Food System

28. SOM thanked the APEC Secretariat for drafting the report (Annex 17) and called on those member economies and APEC fora that have not yet submitted their report on implementation of the AFS to do so by September 14 for the APEC Secretariat to finalize the report before ISOM in October. SOM also agreed to give further thought to ways of increasing the momentum in AFS implementation.

D. Biotechnology

29. SOM endorsed the concept of holding a policy-level dialogue on agricultural biotechnology proposed by the US (Annex 18) and asked the US to consult further with interested members to reach full consensus on the details of the dialogue. SOM took note of Thailand’s initiative to host the APEC-JIRCAS Joint Symposium and the Workshop on Agricultural Biotechnology between 3-12 September 2001 in Bangkok. 

E. Infectious Disease

30. SOM took note of the progress report of the ISTWG (Annex 19) and the US paper on the formulation of an APEC Strategy to address HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases (Annex 20). SOM urged economies to consult at capitals and provide their feedback on US paper for IST to finalize the strategy before ISOM, focusing on such areas as networking and capacity building where APEC can add value.

VIII
Strengthening the Functioning of Markets


· The Cooperative Initiative on Regulatory Reform jointly with the OECD

31. SOM took note of the report made by Peru on the progress made regarding the cooperative initiative on regulatory reform jointly with the OECD, including the preparatory work of the First Workshop of the APEC-OECD Co-Operative Initiative on Regulatory Reform to be held in Beijing on September 19 and 20, and future plans in implementing the initiative for year 2002 (Annex 21).  
· The Cooperation Framework for Strengthening Economic Legal Infrastructure

32. SOM took note of the work of the coordinating group on Strengthening Economic Legal Infrastructure (Annex 22). It welcomed Australia’s project on capacity building in commercial laws (Annex 23) and encouraged Australia to proceed with first self-funded stage of the project. SOM encouraged continuous efforts in building capacity and skills of individuals, institutions and agencies in developing and applying rules on commercial, corporate and competition law principles. 

· The Cooperation Program in the area of SME and New Business Support

33. SOM took note of the report made by Japan on the outcomes of the SME and New Business Support Workshop held in July 2001 (Annex 24), as well as the Status Report on the Cooperation Program on Management and Technology Development by Japan (Annex 25). SOM also encouraged further work in reviewing the implementation of the program on information sharing and capacity building

· Improving Economic and Corporate Governance

34. SOM commended the progress made by PECC on formulating the Framework for A Code of Corporate Governance (Annex 26), and urged PECC to work closely with the APEC Finance Ministers’ Process to increase synergy, taking into account the comments from member economies.  SOM agreed that the initiative would be submitted as a deliverable to the Leaders’ Meeting in October. 

· Facilitating an Environment Conducive to Entrepreneurship and Start-up Companies

35. SOM took note of the report from Chinese Taipei on the outcomes of the Symposium on Best Practices for Entrepreneurship and Start-up Companies held on August 2-3, and welcomed the draft proposal on APEC Best Practice Guidelines for Entrepreneurship and Start-up Companies (Annex 27).  SOM further encouraged relevant APEC fora to apply the Guidelines into their future work.

IX
New Economy Issues

A.
New Economy
· e-APEC
36. The e-APEC Task Force (eATF) Chair, Mr. Chen Yin, reported to SOM the outcomes of its second meeting on August 21, as well as progress to date in formulating the e-APEC Strategy (Annex 28). He highlighted that the e-APEC Strategy would cover the following three main themes:

I. Creating an environment for strengthening market structures and institutions;

II. Creating an environment for infrastructure investment and technology development;  and

III. Building human capacity and entrepreneurship development.

37. The meeting commended the tremendous efforts and progress made by the Task Force in formulating the e-APEC Strategy, and endorsed the progress report of the Task Force as well as its recommendations, including those on the main structure and major content of the e-APEC Strategy. SOM agreed to forward the draft e-APEC Strategy to the Finance Ministers’ process and other relevant fora for comments.

38. SOM urged the eATF to complete the formulation of the e-APEC Strategy by September 28, and called on member economies and relevant fora to give their full support for the work of the Task Force.

39. SOM noted the proposal to organize a Showcase Event to promote the e-APEC Strategy at the Ministerial Meeting and the CEO Summit in October. SOM urged the Task Force and interested economies to work out the details of this showcase event as soon as possible.

40. The meeting requested the Task Force to look into the institutional arrangement for implementing the Strategy beyond the term of the eATF and to make recommendations before ISOM.

· Implementation of Other Related Initiatives

41. SOM heard progress report on the following initiatives related to the New Economy, namely:

I. A report by Chinese Taipei on the results of the first phase of the project, a 4-day workshop/symposium on Transforming the Digital Divide in a Digital Opportunity, focusing on the application of e-commerce (Annex 29). 

II. A report by Korea on the status of the APEC Cyber Education Cooperation (Annex 30).

III. A report by Australia on the progress on which Australia is working within the Agricultural Technical Working Group (ATC) to explore the scope for adoption of electronic mechanisms for transmitting sanitary and phytosanitary health certificates (Annex 31). 

42. The meeting welcomed the progress made in implementing the related initiatives. Since these initiatives are closely related to work being done by the eATF, SOM urged the eATF to cooperate fully with the lead economies of these initiatives with a view to enriching the e-APEC Strategy. The meeting also encouraged lead economies to continue to work in these areas and called on economies and APEC fora to participate actively in these various initiatives and to explore ways of utilizing the ideas being presented for their benefit. SOM also welcomed two new initiatives proposed by Korea on Strengthening APEC Cooperation for Establishing E-Government (Annex 32) and Empowering people with Disabilities in the IT Age (Annex 33).

B.  E-commerce

43. SOM welcomed the report of the ECSG on promoting e-commerce and coordination across APEC fora, in particular the 2001 Stock-take of E-commerce Activities in APEC, progress on paperless trading IAPs, and the proposal to strengthen economic and technical cooperation in the area of E-commerce, as well as other elements as contained in ECSG’s work program (Annex 34). SOM encouraged the voluntary submission of Paperless Trading IAPs following an agreed and streamlined template, the convening of an E-Commerce Legal Infrastructure Workshop in Hanoi, and the establishment of an APEC E-Commerce Business Alliance. SOM agreed to reflect the above achievements and work program, including the 2001 E-commerce Stock-take, in its report to the 13th Ministerial Meeting in October.

Promoting Sustainable Economic Growth

X
Macroeconomic and Financial Issues

A.  Economic Committee


44. The EC Chair briefed the Meeting on the progress of the Committee’s four core projects: (1) 2001 APEC Economic Outlook; (2) the New Economy; (3) Benefits of TILF; (4) the Implementation Plan for KBE Recommendations (Annex 35,36). 

45. SOM welcomed the efforts and progress made by the Committee in preparing the 2001 APEC Economic Outlook Report and conducting the other three projects.  SOM noted that the 2001 APEC Economic Outlook Symposium on Financial Development and Economic Growth took place in Hong Kong, China on June 28-29.  SOM thanked the Committee for its work in implementing the above four projects and encouraged the Committee to complete them promptly. 

B.
Social Impact of the Crisis






46. The Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc Task Force (Korea and Thailand) reported to SOM the results of the third meeting of the Task Force (Annex 37). SOM commended Korea and Thailand for conducting the research on SSN and noted the recommendations presented by the Task Force. SOM endorsed the recommendations put forward by the Task Force, including the establishment of an APEC SSN Capacity Building Network (CBN) that would function virtually, and the possibility of individual economy or economies convening an International Meeting to address specific capacity building issues. The meeting further urged the Task Force to carry on its work in the areas of SSN.

C.
Energy

47. SOM agreed that energy security is an important issue for economic development and regional prosperity and called on economies to encourage greater private sector involvement in the development and implementation of the energy security initiative. SOM also called on participation of member economies in the workshop in Bangkok in mid-September and looked forward to the reports of further progress made in this regard by the workshop as well as the 27th EWG Meeting to be held in PNG at the end of September.

XI
Interaction with the Finance Ministers’ Process

48. Ms. Zou Jiayi, representative of the Chair of the Finance Deputies Meeting briefed the SOM on the preparations for the forthcoming 8th APEC Finance Ministers Meeting (AFMM), scheduled for 6-9 September in Suzhou, China (Annex 38). Ms. Zou informed the meeting that under the policy theme of Growth with restructuring, stability and equity, the Finance Ministers were to discuss and address policy issues on global and regional economic situation, including challenges and policy responses. The 8th AFMM will submit three reports to the Leaders’ Meeting in October, including the Joint Ministerial Statement, APEC Finance Ministers’ Input to APEC Economic Leaders’ Declaration, and Progress Report on International Financial Architecture Reform. 

49. The meeting noted the important role played by the Finance Ministers Process in creating favorable macroeconomic environment for sustainable development in the region and the need for close coordination given the increasing number of crosscutting issues. SOM looked forward to constructive outcomes and inputs from the 8th Finance Ministers Meeting to be included in the Leaders’ Declaration in October. 

Other Issues

XII
 Interaction with the Community

A.
Dialogue with ABAC






 

50. The ABAC Chair, Mr. Qin Xiao provided written remarks introducing the contents of the draft 2001 ABAC Report to APEC Economic Leaders, which would be finalized at the upcoming ABAC meeting in Singapore, 27-29 August 2001 (Annex 39). By identifying a number of new and serious challenges facing APEC, the 2001 ABAC report intended to deliver the following two messages to the Leaders in October:

1) ABAC strongly advocates that APEC stay on track with globalization; and

2) A balanced approach to globalization that combines market opening, capacity building and full participation is essential as they reinforce one another. 

51. SOM also considered a report on ABAC Recommendations and APEC Actions (Annex 40). It urged member economies and APEC fora to make greater efforts to respond to those recommendations.

B.
Automotive and Chemical Dialogues

52. SOM noted the developments in the Automotive Dialogue and looked forward to its revised progress report for the Ministerial Meeting in October. SOM also welcomed the progress in the preparations for the 1st Chemical Dialogue to be hosted by Mexico at the MRT in 2002.

C.
Communications and Outreach Strategy





53. SOM endorsed the APEC communications and outreach strategy together with the recommendations put forward by the Secretariat (Annex 41), including options for staffing of the proposed new communications team within the Secretariat.  Member economies were encouraged to notify the Secretariat by the end of November if they were able to provide secondees with the requisite skills for the identified new job.  In the event that the job was unable to be filled suitably by secondment, the option of open recruitment would be pursued. With regard to the sufficiency of the estimated costs for implementing the new outreach program, it was agreed that the Secretariat would keep this under review.  

54. SOM also took note of the call for support from the APEC Secretariat for outreach activities within member economies and asks the Secretariat to take it into account in its future work.  SOM reiterated the necessity to include the clause of obtaining intellectual property rights from consultancy when such contracts are signed.

55. Australia made a short presentation of an audio-visual material explaining the benefits of trade and investment liberalization. SOM commended the work of Australia as a model for what member economies can do individually and collectively to communicate more effectively with the public on the impact of globalization and market opening.  

D.
Youth









56. China and Canada briefed the meeting on the APEC Youth Festival/Young Leaders and Entrepreneurs Forum held in Beijing and Shanghai, China on 9-14 July 2001. SOM thanked China and Canada for their excellent organization and agreed that the event was useful and encouraged member economies to organize more similar activities to support youth involvement in APEC.

E．Framework for Integration of Women

57. The Chair of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Gender Integration (AGGI), Ms. Rosemary Calder, briefed the meeting on the Implementation of the Framework in APEC (Annex 42), and presented the draft SOM report to the Ministerial Meeting. SOM commended efforts and progress made by AGGI in the implementation of the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC since 1999. SOM endorsed AGGI’s draft report to the Ministers on the Implementation of the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC. SOM also endorsed its recommendations including the extension of AGGI’s term for another year. SOM also noted an initiative from Korea on fostering SMEs and micro-businesses through IT capacity-building for women.

XIII  Sectoral Ministerial Meetings

A.
Other Sectoral Ministerial Meetings in 2001

58. SOM took note of the report by China on the preparation of the 8th SME Ministerial Meeting and the associated Business Forum and Exhibition. It also noted the report by Peru on preparation for the 3rd APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting (Annex 43). SOM looked forward to fruitful outcomes from both Meetings.

B. Review of Implementation of Initiatives From Sectoral Ministerial Meetings

59. SOM thanked the APEC Secretariat for preparing the Review of Implementation of Initiatives from Sectoral Ministerial Meetings (Annex 44). SOM agreed to submit the document to the 13th APEC Ministerial Meeting. 

XIV Management Issues

A.
Report by the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat

60. SOM noted and welcomed the report by Ambassador Zhang Yan, Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat (Annex 45). SOM expressed its appreciation to Amb. Zhang for his contribution and to all the Secretariat staff for their dedication and support to the APEC process.

61. The APEC Secretariat was requested to explore the possibility of improving APEC documentation, such as inclusion of authors on cover page of all APEC documents, and cross-reference in both cover page and agenda.  It was also noted that provision of soft copy of APEC documents would help member economies to manage the files.

`



B.  Report of BMC









62. The BMC Chair briefed the meeting on the work of the Budget and Management Committee (Annex 46).  SOM approved the recommendations as contained in the BMC Chair's report, and instructed the BMC to continue its work on examining the issues of non-member participation guidelines.
C. Working Group Activities

63. SOM took note of the reports from the Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group, the Human Resources Development Working Group, the Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group, the Industrial Science and Technology Working Group (ISTWG), the Fisheries Working Group (FWG) and the Marine Resources Conservation Working Group (MRCWG). SOM endorsed the recommendation of the FWG and MRCWG, and thanked Korea’s offer to hold the APEC Ocean-Related Ministerial Meeting towards the Sustainability of Marine and Coastal Resources on 23-24 April 2002 in Korea. SOM endorsed the recommendation of the ISTWG and urged all member economies to participate in the APEC Science and Technology Forum in Penning on October 8-9, 2001 (Annex 47).

XV
Other Matters

A.
Briefing on Future Meetings


64. China briefed the Meeting on the arrangements for the 9th Leaders’ Meeting to be held in Shanghai in 20-21 October 2001 as well as the Advance Visits in early September.
65. SOM then heard a briefing by Mexico on the preliminary calendar of APEC Meetings and Events (Annex 48), priority issues for APEC 2002 (Annex 49) and the Symposium on Perspectives for APEC 2002 (Annex 50).

B.
Update from Official Observers






66. PECC briefed SOM on the latest development in its work since SOM II (Annex 51). In collaboration with APEC, under its three broad agenda themes of trade, finance, and community building, PECC had completed some activities, which include the meeting on Regional Trading Arrangements (RTAs) in Bangkok in June, joint collaboration with GOS on the Menu of Options projects. PECC also thanked the Senior Officials and the APEC Secretariat for their continuous support.

67. SOM also noted a briefing by Chile on a voluntary exercise held on the margins for the exchange of information on RTAs.

C.
Classification of Documents



68. SOM endorsed for public release the documents as indicated in Annex 52.

XVI Adoption of Chair’s Summary Report

69. The Summary Conclusions were adopted on the basis of consultations with all member economies.
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