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SUMMARY REPORT
Introduction

1. The Sixth Plenary Meeting of the APEC Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG), hosted by Mexico, was held on July 25-27, 2002, in Mexico City. Delegations from Australia, Canada, the People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Peru, the Republic of the Philippines, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States, and Vietnam participated in the meeting. The APEC Secretariat was also present. The list of delegates appears in Annex 1.

2. The meeting was co-chaired by Dr. Keiji Kainuma, Coordinator for the Lead Shepherd for the ATCWG, Adviser to the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, and Vice President, Bio-oriented Technology Research Advancement Institution, Japan; and Dr. Victor M. Villalobos Arambula, Coordinator for International Affairs, Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, Mexico.

Agenda Item I: Co-Chairs’ Opening Remarks
3. Dr. Kainuma commenced the sixth ATCWG plenary meeting by welcoming the delegations to the meeting, and expressing thanks, on behalf of the member economies, to Mexico for hosting the meeting. Dr. Kainuma touched upon two recent developments in APEC. First, Dr. Kainuma recalled the work on the ATCWG’s input into the update of the Osaka Action Agenda (OAA) Part II and thanked member economies for their substantial contribution to this work. Second, Dr. Kainuma noted that Mexico is contributing to APEC this year as the host economy of the Ministerial Meeting and the Economic Leaders Meeting. Dr. Kainuma expressed his appreciation to Mexico in this regard.

4. Dr. Villalobos also welcomed the delegations. He pointed out the importance of agriculture for all the APEC economies and, particularly, of all the actions taken to achieve the objectives from the OAA Part II. Also, Dr. Villalobos stressed the importance of these meetings of the ATCWG, as they provide a very good opportunity to coordinate mechanisms for cooperation among the economies from within the Asia Pacific Region. As this ATCWG is the first one held in a Latin American Economy, he highlighted this occasion to integrate different experiences in agricultural research and rural development from the entire region. Finally, Dr. Villalobos expressed his sincere hope for the successful performance and development of the meeting and its results.   

5. Mr. Tong Xianguo, Program Director, the APEC Secretariat expressed his willingness to contribute to this Meeting.
Agenda Item II: Adoption of the Agenda

6. The Meeting adopted the Draft Annotated Agenda which appears in Annex 2.

Agenda Item III: Business Arrangements

7. The Co-Chair explained the business arrangements for the meeting.

Agenda Item IV: APEC Secretariat’s Report

8. Mr. Tong Xianguo of the APEC Secretariat briefed the meeting about recent developments in the APEC arena since this working group’s last meeting in Beijing in May 2001.
Mr. Tong Xianguo indicated the panoramic picture of the APEC activities identified in his report was intended to assist this working group in carrying out the instructions of the Leaders, Ministers and SOM in a manner that coordinates with the entire process of APEC.

9. In his report to the meeting, Mr. Tong informed the meeting on instructions and guidance on future APEC directions given by the APEC Leaders and Ministers at their meeting in Shanghai, China, last October; on recent decisions of the SOM made at its first and second meetings of 2002; and on the latest activities of other APEC fora. 

10. The meeting was also informed of the background and progress of the Sponsorship Guidelines drafted by the APEC Telecommunications and Information Working Group and decision on it by the Management and Budget Committee (BMC) made at its April meeting this year. 
11. The meeting welcomed and took note of the APEC Secretariat’s Report. 
Agenda Item V: ATC-Related Issues in APEC
A.
The Updating OAA Part II

12. The Lead Shepherd briefed the meeting on the update of the OAA Part II and its Annex, and introduced Ministers instructions on the implementation of the OAA Part II at the Thirteenth APEC Ministerial Meeting in October 2001. The meeting recognized the importance of making ATCWG’s future activities consistent with the updated OAA Part II through the development of the Action Plans for respective priority areas.

B.
Development of Report of the ATCWG to SOM III 2002

13. The meeting endorsed the revised draft Report of the ATCWG to SOM III, 2002. Agreed report appears as Annex 3.

C.
Other ATC-Related Issues

14. The Lead Shepherd briefed the meeting on the report submitted by the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Gender Integration (AGGI) to SOM II, 2002, and introduced the Workshop on Ecotech and Capacity Building, to be held on August 15, 2002, in Acapulco, Mexico. In line with the AGGI’s report, the Lead Shepherd reiterated its request to submit evaluation reports, including the sex-disaggregated data, of not only APEC Central Funded but also self-funded projects. The Lead Shepherd also reported on Pakistan’s obtaining guest status in the ATCWG and asked hosts of meetings to invite Pakistan to these meetings. 

Agenda Item VI: Cross-Cutting Issues in the ATCWG
A.
Joint Holding of Workshops with Public Institutions

15. Referring to the Joint Symposium and Workshop on Agricultural Biotechnology by the ATCWG and the JIRCAS (Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences), a public institution, held in September 2001, in Bangkok, Thailand, and emphasizing the importance of developing guidelines in order to facilitate smooth holding of other joint workshops with public institutions, the Lead Shepherd briefed the meeting on the draft “Guidelines on Joint Holding of Workshops with Public Research Institutions.” The meeting endorsed the revised draft guidelines. The agreed guidelines appear as Annex 4. 

Agenda Item VII: Progress and Self-Review of the Seven Priority Areas
A. Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources

16. Chinese Taipei presented the Progress Report and the draft Self-Review Report on the priority area of Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources. Chinese Taipei also announced the program of the “Fourth Workshop on Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources,” to be held from October 28 to November 3, 2002, in Keelung, and the plan for the booklet, entitled “The Relationship between Indigenous Animals and Humans in APEC Region,” and encouraged member economies to participate in these initiatives. 

17. The meeting endorsed the draft self-review report and noted the progress report. The meeting welcomed Chinese Taipei’s initiatives on the workshop and the booklet. The progress report and the agreed self-review report appear as Annex 5 and 6 respectively.

B.
Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology

18. Canada presented the Progress Report and the draft Self-Review Report on the priority area of Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology. In addition, Thailand, the host of the workshop, briefed the meeting on the results of the “Fifth Workshop of the ATCWG Sub-Group on Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology,” held in September 2001, in Bangkok, Thailand. This workshop was held under the APEC TILF Funded project, entitled “Workshop on Capacity Building, Risk Assessment and Communications in Agricultural Biotechnology,” implemented in 2001. In line with the report by Thailand, Canada briefed the meeting on the Implementation Plan Update, originally developed at the workshop and finally endorsed by the ATCWG in November 2001. 

19. Chinese Taipei, the host of the upcoming workshop, briefed the meeting on the preparation for the “Workshop on Technical Cooperation and Information Exchange on Safety Assessment in Agricultural Biotechnology,” to be held from August 26 to September 4, 2002, Taipei. This workshop is to be held under the APEC TILF Funded project, being implemented in 2002. The U.S. informed the meeting of the progress of the High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology, to be held in February 2003, hosted by Thailand. 

20. The meeting endorsed the draft self-review report and noted the progress report. The meeting also noted the Implementation Plan Update, and the results of the year 2001 project. The meeting also encouraged member economies to participate in the workshop to be held in Chinese Taipei. The progress report and the agreed self-review report appear as Annex 7 and 8 respectively.

C.
Production, Processing, Marketing, Distribution and Consumption of Agricultural Products 

21. Japan, on behalf of the Co-Shepherds of the priority area, presented the Progress Report and the draft Self-Review Report on the priority area of Production, Processing, Marketing, Distribution and Consumption of Agricultural Products. Japan also briefed the meeting on the results of the “Workshop on Food Processing,” held on March 14-15, 2002, in Tokyo, and introduced the plan for the development of “Good Practices Concerning the Pollution Caused by Food Processing Industry,” with template and a mock up version of the good practices. Thailand briefed the meeting on the progress of the APEC Operational Funded project, entitled “APEC Institutional Linkage for Human Resources Development in Postharvest Technology,” which has been implemented from 2000 to 2002.

22. The meeting endorsed the draft self-review report and noted the progress report, the results of the workshop held in Japan and the progress of the project. The meeting welcomed Japan’s initiative on development of the good practices and asked member economies to provide Japan with their comments on the template no later than August 30, 2002. The progress report and the agreed self-review report appear as Annex 9 and 10 respectively.   
D.
Plant and Animal Quarantine and Pest Management

23. The U.S. presented the Progress Report and the draft Self-Review Report on the priority area of Plant and Animal Quarantine and Pest Management. Australia presented the results of the “Workshop to Contain Transborder Movement of Plant Pests: Diagnostics,” held in July 2001, in Brisbane. Chinese Taipei presented the preparation for the “APEC Symposium on Detection, Monitoring and Management of Invasive Plant Pests,” to be held on September 30 - October 3, 2002, in Taipei. The meeting endorsed the draft self-review report and noted the progress report and the results of the workshop held in Australia. The meeting encouraged member economies to participate in the symposium, to be held in Chinese Taipei. The progress report and the agreed self-review report appear as Annex 11 and 12 respectively.

24. Australia informed the meeting on the progress of the proposal on the electronic transmission of sanitary and phytosanitary certificates and encouraged member economies to support the continuation of capacity building work in this area. Some economies welcomed Australia’s initiative and the Co-Chair asked Australia to discuss this initiative under the Sub-Group on Plant and Animal Quarantine and Pest Management and report the results of discussion to the seventh plenary meeting, to be held in 2003. Australia also informed the planned activities on plant health information. The detailed information will be sent to member economies for their support to the inclusion of these activities in the action plan of this priority area.  

E.
Cooperative Development of an Agricultural Finance System

25. Japan, on behalf of the Co-Shepherds of the priority area, presented the Progress Report and the draft Self-Review Report on the priority area of Cooperative Development of Agricultural Finance System. Japan also briefed the meeting on the results of the “Second Training Course on Agricultural Finance,” held from August to September 2001, in Tokyo, and the preparation for the “Third Training Course on Agricultural Finance,” to be held from August 27 to September 19, 2002, in Tokyo. The meeting endorsed the draft self-review report and noted the progress report, the results of the training course held in 2001, and the preparation for the training course to be held in 2002. The progress report and the agreed self-review report appear as Annex 13 and 14 respectively. 

F.
Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training

26. Japan and Indonesia, the Co-Shepherds of the priority area, presented the Progress Report and the draft Self-Review Report on the priority area of Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training. The meeting agreed that the “Workshop on Intellectual Property Right on Plant Variety Protection,” originally proposed to be held under this priority area, is more appropriately to be discussed under the priority area of Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources and incorporated the contents in the themes of the “Fifth Workshop on Plant and Animal Genetic Resources,” to be held in 2003. The meeting endorsed the revised draft self-review report and noted the progress report. The progress report and the agreed self-review report appear as Annex 15 and 16 respectively.

G.
Sustainable Agriculture and Related Environmental Issues

27. Japan, on behalf of the Co-Shepherds of the priority area, presented the Progress Report and the draft Self-Review Report on the priority area of Sustainable Agriculture and Related Environmental Issues. Japan introduced the plan for the development of the “Good Examples of Agricultural Practices that Affect Sustainable Agricultural Development,” with template and a mock up version of the good examples. 

28. P. R. China, the host of the workshop, briefed the meeting on the “Workshop on Sustainable Agricultural Development and Technical Training,” originally planned to be held on September 16-24, 2002, in Beijing. This workshop is to be held under the APEC Operational Funded project, being implemented in 2002. In its brief, China informed the meeting on the possibility of postponing the workshop. The consultation on an appropriate date would be done via e-mail communication soon. 

29. The meeting endorsed the draft self-review report and noted the progress report. The meeting encouraged member economies to participate in the workshop to be held in P. R. China. With welcoming Japan’s initiatives, the meeting asked member economies to provide Japan with their comments on the template no later than August 9, 2002, and submit their good examples by the end of September 2002. The progress report and the agreed self-review report appear as Annex 17 and 18 respectively.

Agenda Item VIII: Review of the Scope of ATCWG’s Activities and all Aspects of its Operations

30. The meeting discussed the review of the scope of ATCWG’s activities, including its priority areas, and all aspects of its operation. As the possible new areas ATCWG could pursue, the areas of farmers organizations, rural infrastructure, rural welfare and agriculture-related electronic commerce were raised. The area of rural development was also raised as the aggregated area including the areas of farmers organizations, rural infrastructure and rural welfare. The possibilities of including these areas in current priority areas and/or creating new priority areas were discussed. Since detailed concept papers and specific work plans are necessary to discuss how to deal with these proposed areas in the ATCWG, the meeting decided to further study these areas intersessionally toward the consensus at the next plenary meeting.

31. Recognizing the importance of continuation of the works on current priority areas, the meeting agreed that ATCWG’s current priority areas are not to be revised in this year. The meeting also agreed the draft new Terms of Reference (TOR), which is the same as current TOR, except for the reflection of the name-change of the group, which was made in November 2000. The ATCWG’s decision with the new TOR will be sent to SOM III, to be held on August 20 and 21, 2002, in Acapulco, Mexico, for SOM’s endorsement. The agreed new Terms of reference appears as Annex 19.

32. The meeting endorsed the following proposal. When project conceived by an overseer and receives funding approval from BMC and that project is transferred to a host economy to implement, funding administration can be undertaken directly between the host and BMC.
Agenda Item IX: Action Plans for the Priority Areas

33. The Shepherds and Co-Shepherds presented draft Action Plans for respective priority areas. The meeting endorsed these draft Action Plans. The agreed action plans appear as Annex 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26.

Agenda Item X: APEC-Fund Seeking Project Proposals in 2003
34. The project overseers briefed the meeting on the following project proposals, seeking the APEC Central Fund.

Project Proposals Seeking Operational Fund

· Seminar on Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training (Training project, Overseer: Indonesia) 

· Strengthening Cooperation in Post-harvest Technology Transfer within APEC members (Post-harvest project, overseer: Vietnam) 

· APEC Regional Study on Gender and Globalization in Agriculture (Gender project, Overseer: Vietnam) 

Project Proposal Seeking TILF Fund

· Workshop on Technical Cooperation, Capacity Building, Risk Assessment/Management, and Emerging Issues in Agricultural Biotechnology (Overseer: Canada)

35. The Lead Shepherd informed that the ATCWG submitted these project proposals to the BMC on July 2, 2002, with ATCWG’s ranking of the three project proposals seeking Operational fund. The training project had taken the first place, the post-harvest project the second place, and the gender project the third. 

Agenda Item XI: The Lead Shepherd of the ATCWG and the Shepherds of the Priority Areas in the Year 2003-2005
36. Informing that the term of Japan’s Lead Shepherd will be terminated at the end of the year 2002, and referring to ATCWG’s decision that the term of the next Lead Shepherd is to be from the year 2003 to 2005, the Co-Chair invited volunteers for the next Lead Shepherd. Responding to the invitation, Korea expressed its willingness to be the next Lead Shepherd as one of Korea’s contributions to the APEC.  

37. The meeting welcomed and appreciated Korea’s willingness and agreed that the ATCWG nominates Korea to be the next Lead Shepherd. Appreciating the agreement of the meeting, Korea asked member economies to actively contribute to the works to be done under the ATCWG. Furthermore, Korea informed that it had nominated Dr. SE-IK OH as the prospective coordinator for the next Lead Shepherd. The meeting thanked Dr. Kainuma and his team for their works done as the Lead Shepherd. The nomination of the next Lead Shepherd will be sent to SOM III 2002, for SOM’s endorsement.  

38. The Co-Shepherds invited member economies to volunteer the new Co-Shepherds of priority areas. Responding to the invitation, Australia expressed its intention for the Co-Shepherds of the priority area on Plant and Animal Quarantine and Pest Management; and Mexico for the Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources. Welcoming their intentions, the meeting agreed that Australia and Mexico become new Co-Shepherds. Korea expressed its consideration to be a Co-Shepherd in a number of priority areas while Mexico expressed its consideration to be a Co-Shepherd of another priority area. The meeting welcomed their considerations. After finalizing internal consultations, their proposals on this regard are to be transferred to member economies for further discussion and endorsement. Priority areas and agreed Shepherds (Co-Shepherds) are as follows.  

· Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources (Co-Shepherd: Chinese Taipei, Mexico)
· Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology (Shepherd: Canada)
· Production, Processing, Marketing, Distribution and Consumption of Agricultural Products (Co-Shepherds: Japan, U.S.)
· Plant and Animal Quarantine and Pest Management (Co-Shepherd: Australia, U.S.)
· Cooperative Development of Agricultural Finance System (Co-Shepherds: Japan, Chinese Taipei)
· Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training (Co-Shepherds: Indonesia, Japan)
· Sustainable Agriculture and Related Environmental Issues (Co-Shepherds: P. R. China, Japan, the Philippines, Chinese Taipei)
Agenda Item XII: Management Issues
A.
Preparation of Documents

39. The Co-Chair asked member economies to submit documents for the plenary meeting in a timely manner. 

B.
Updating the ATC Contact List and Communication

40. The APEC Secretariat asked member economies to update the contact list and submit the updated list to the Secretariat. The meeting shared the importance of communication via e-mails.

Agenda Item XIII: Adoption of the Summary Report

41. The meeting adopted the Summary Report.

Agenda Item XIV: Other Matters

A.
Date and Place of the Next Meeting

42. Canada offered to host the Seventh Plenary Meeting in Vancouver, British Columbia, in 2003. Expressing its appreciation, the meeting accepted Canada’s offer. The date will be decided through consultation among Canada, Japan, incumbent Lead Shepherd, and Korea, new Lead Shepherd nominated.

B.
Classification of Documents

43. The meeting adopted the Classification of Documents.

C.
Explanation of the Field Trip from the Host

44. Mexico provided an explanation of the field trip which is to be held on July 27, 2002.

D.
Explanation of the Workshops Convened in the Near Future from Conveners

45. China, Japan and Chinese Taipei explained the workshops, symposium and the training course to be held in the near future. Mexico and the U.S. introduced the “World Agricultural Forum 2002 Congress,” planned to be held on September 18-19, 2002, in Guadalajara, Mexico, to the meeting.

Agenda Item XV: Closure of the Meeting

46. All delegations expressed their sincere and heartfelt appreciation for the hospitality and efforts put forth by Mexico.
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