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The APEC Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group (SMEWG) has had its 14th Meeting in Vina del Mar, Chile, on 3-5 April 2002. Representatives from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; the People's Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; the Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States participated in the meeting. The APEC Secretariat and PECC were also represented. Macao, China also attended the meeting. The meeting was chaired by The SMEWG Chair, Mr. Lic. Moises Gomez Reyna, General Director for Exportable Goods, Ministry of Economy, Mexico. 

The Meeting discussed the following issues:

1. Tasking Statement

The Goup discussed the statements from the SME Ministerial Meeting 2001, statements from the Annual APEC Joint Ministerial Meeting and the APEC Leaders Meeting in 2001. The Group also discussed the Shanghai Accord and discussed steps to follow up the tasks given. The Meeting agreed that the Groups’ work on tasks given were to be coordinated by one economy. 
2.
Work Plan

The Group agreed that the preliminary work plan which had been discussed intersessionally and submitted to SOM I in Mexico City to be adopted as SMEWG 2002 Work Plan. 

3. SPAN

The Group discussed a proposal on Enhancing the Integrated Plan of Action for SMEs (SPAN). The proposal included new elements to be integrated into the SPAN. They are namely:

· Additional tasks for the Chair, Vice Chair, Leaders and economy members, to ensure that the actions taken comply with the mandates and priorities of the Group; 

· Realignment of the Group’s objectives, strategies, lines of action and projects, which will give a clear overview of the current works of the Group, and set a sound basis for the implementation of prospective short term works. Policy Environment was to be added as the sixth priority areas for the development of SMEs;

· Defining closer cooperation with other APEC Fora. 

The Group agreed to work further on the proposal.

4. 
Implementation of Osaka Action Agenda

The Group discussed a paper on the Implementation of Osaka Action Agenda. The paper proposes that implementation of OAA was to be done through SPAN, as it was viewed that SPAN would be more relevant for economies and other APEC fora if it focuses more clearly on the long-term policy issues outlined in the OAA. 

The  paper also discusses weaknesses in SPAN that limit its effectiveness as a tool for economies and other APEC working groups for incorporating SME policy issues and projects in their action plans. They cover namely on the implementation mechanism and on policy environment. The paper also provides proposals to address these SPAN limitations. 

The Group agreed that discussion of implementation of OAA should not be separated from the discussion on how to enhance SPAN. The Group established a small group to work on on SPAN and OAA 

5. High Level Meeting on Micro-Enterprises

The Group was briefed on the objective of the meeting and discussed possible ways on how to contribute to the Meeting. The Group encouraged economies to participate actively in the high level meeting. 

6. Interaction with Private Sector

The Group discussed a paper on the SMEWG implementation of the Proposal for the Interaction with the Business Community that has been endorsed by the SME Ministerial Meeting in Shanghai in 2001. The Group agreed to a set of action plan on the implementation of the Proposal. 

The Group agreed to work closer with the ABAC SME Task Force, by inviting the representative of the Task Force to be present in the SMEWG Meetings.

7. Report on the Plan of Gender Integration in SMEWG

The Group discussed on ways to further SMEWG efforts in advancing integration of women in APEC. The Group agreed on a set of measures on gender mainstreaming in SMEWG, by appointing a gender focal point; encouraging economies to develop gender related SME projects; continuing to maintain a sex-disaggregated list of participants for the SMEWG and SME MM meetings; and ensuring that Guide produced by the AGGI on the planning of ministerial meeting take fully into consideration.

8. SMEWG Projects

The Group received reports economies on completed and ongoing SME projects: 

· Conference on Strategic Alliances for Efficient Supply Chain Management;

· Training and Certification for Small Business Counsellors –Phase III;

· APEC SME Profile 2000;

· Seminar on Opportunities and Challenges: APEC SMEs after China’s Accession to the WTO;

· Business Partnership Initiative for SMEs;

· Consumer Education and Protection Initiative;

· Voluntary Visit Program;

· Innovative Forum "International Business Cooperation in the Sphere of Innovative Entrepreneurship;
· APEC SME & New Business Support Workshop;

· APEC SME Business Matching and Advice Program;

· APEC SME Business Network Promotion Forum;

· Evolving Cooperation Initiatives for SME & New Business Support; and 

· Portal Hub.

The Group also discussed and approved three new project proposals:

· From Income Generation to Patent Creation: Incubating Innovative Micro-enterprises;

· Global Venture Investors Conference; and
· Consortium for Entrepreneurship.

9. Preparation for the Ninth Meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for SMEs

The Group was briefed on the preparation of the 9th APEC SME Ministerial Meeting (SME MM) and its related events. It was informed that Business Forum and SMEs Exhibition would also be held at the same time as the SME MM, on 22-24 August, 2002 in Acapulco, Mexico.

The Group was also presented with the Focus Paper for the SME MM. The proposed Theme for the 9th SME MM is: “Expanding the Benefits of Cooperation” with three work areas on: Policy Environment, Sustainable Growth and Regionalism. 

10. Outreach Program

The Group discussed and agreed on measures to enhance outreach program by providing press release for media after each working group meeting to announce on any new initiatives on encouraging the development of SMEs in the region; encouraging members to have a regular meeting with different audiences, including the SMEs, in their respective economies to inform them on what APEC in general and SMEWG in particular has done on this area; and encouraging to respond positively to any invitation from other international organization to disseminate information on the APEC’s achievement in this area.

11. Invitation to OECD

The Group discussed and agreed to invite OECD to attend the SMEWG Meeting in Acapulco, Mexico, August 2002. The attendance of OECD in the next SMEWG meeting would enable SMEWG and OECD to share experience, best practices and exchange information, in order to avoid re-inventing the wheels on how to encourage the development of SMEs. 

The Group agreed that a letter on this would be sent to the APEC Secretariat to seek SOM approval of the initiative. 
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