REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE 20th MEETING OF THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

MANILA, PHILIPPINES

04-08 MARCH 2002
I. INTRODUCTION

The Philippines hosted the 20th Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) from 04-08 March 2002 held in Manila, Philippines.  The Meeting’s program included two (2) days of Expert and Sub-Group meetings; four (4) meetings of Shepherds, Steering Committee Coordinators and Heads of Delegation, an Intermodal Skills Workshop; and meetings of the three (3) Steering Committees, namely:  More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure) [SCCT], Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including New Technologies) [SCSE] and Human Resources Development (including Training, Research and Education) [SCHRD].   The Opening Plenary Session was held on 04 March 2002 and the Closing Plenary Session on 07 March 2002.

Two hundred ninety one (291) participants from nineteen (19) economies (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Peru; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Viet Nam). The APEC Programme Director was also present. One guest economy (Macao, China) also attended the meeting. The United Nations-Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP), International Air Transport Association (IATA), Airports Council International (ACI), International Labour Organization (ILO) and International Multimodal Transport Association (IMTA), and International Motorcycle Manufacturers’ Association (IMMA) attended as Guest Organizations.  Of the 291participants, 232 were men and 59 were women.

II.
WELCOMING AND OPENING STATEMENTS

The Opening Plenary Session was chaired by the Lead Shepherd, Lamberto V. Pia, Deputy Administrator for Operations of the Maritime Industry Authority, Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC).  

Mr. Wilfredo M. Trinidad, Undersecretary for Air, Rail and Water/Maritime Transportation of the DOTC, formally opened the meeting and remarked that it was a distinct honor and privilege for the Philippines to host the 20th APEC TPT-WG Meeting.    He expressed his optimism that with the full support and cooperation of all economies and guests, the meeting will be a success.

Mr. Pantaleon D. Alvarez, Secretary of the DOTC, exhorted the economies and the Experts Groups to consider in their deliberations, transportation security issues in the light of the September 11 terrorists attacks.  Likewise, he called on the TPT-WG to respond to the APEC leaders’ directives and mandates outlined in the Shanghai Accord to achieve APEC’s goal for free and open trade and investment in the Region. He welcomed all the delegates on behalf of the Philippine economy.

The Lead Shepherd conveyed his sincere appreciation to the APEC Philippine Hosting Secretariat for the excellent preparation in organizing the meeting. He acknowledged the presence of the economies, official observers and guest organizations. He likewise acknowledged the three (3) Steering Committee Coordinators and their respective Economy Coordinators.  He expressed his gratitude to Canada, which volunteered to be the Coordinator for the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including Research, Training and Education) for the TPT-WG20. 

The Lead Shepherd enumerated the current priorities of the TPT-WG, as follows: (1) to facilitate the harmonisation, coordination and transparency of transport policies, regulation, procedures and standards; (2) to promote timely and rational investment in the region transport infrastructure; (3) to encourage efficient use of existing infrastructure through facilitation techniques; and, (4) to promote transportation systems safety and security in the region to promote the basis of fair and equitable access in the markets and a  more competitive transportation operating environment.

He congratulated China and Chinese Taipei for their successful accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO). He welcomed Macao, China as APEC TPT-WG Guest Economy. Mr. Pia then invited comments from the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Mr. Kevin B. Sample, and the Steering Committee Coordinators, namely:  Mr. Peter Yuile (SCCT), Mr. Theodore H. Davies (SCSE) and Mr. Ted Cherrett (SCHRD).  

In response to the invitation of the Lead Shepherd for comments, the Deputy Lead Shepherd congratulated Mr. Pia and the Philippines in assuming the post as Lead Shepherd in the APEC TPT-WG.  He likewise thanked the Philippines for hosting this important meeting.  He expressed his appreciation for the expressions of sympathy he had received from the different economies for the 9/11 event.  He thus underscored the need to work together to improve the aviation industry, to promote international cooperation to suppress terrorism and explore ways to meet the challenges that confront the region.

Mr. Peter Yuile  (Australia), the Coordinator for SCCT, committed to complete existing projects and undertake new projects to address current issues, to work towards the promotion of efficient passenger and freight movement.

The Coordinator for the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including New Technologies), Mr. Theodore H. Davies (USA), informed the body on the recent status of the works of the Experts Groups under the SCSE, particularly on aviation and maritime security and safety.

Mr. Ted Cherrett accepted the Acting Chairmanship of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including Training, Research and Education) only for the   TPT-WG20.

III.
CONSIDERATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA

The Draft Agenda for the 20th APEC TPT WG Meeting was reviewed and adopted by the APEC Member Economies.  

IV.
REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/SCCs/HODs MEETING

Shepherds, Steering Committee Coordinators, Heads of Delegation and the APEC Programme Director met in Manila, Philippines on 04 and 06 March 2002.  The meetings were chaired by the Lead Shepherd and were attended by the following economies: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Peru; Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; and Viet Nam. Macao, China and the International Air Transport Association  (IATA) participated as Guest Economy and Guest Organization, respectively. The salient points of the meetings are reflected in TPTWG20/PLEN/3 (Rev.1):

· Report from the APEC Programme Director Mr. Sergey B. Shipilov;

· Brief discussion of several APEC Management Issues as outlined in the Leaders’ and Ministers’ Tasking Statement issued by Mexico in its capacity as APEC SOM Chair for 2002;   

· Discussion on some outstanding TPT Management Issues; 

· Arrangements for the 3rd APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting, Lima, Peru, 6-9 May 2002;

· Brief oral reports from Steering Committee Coordinators on the results of their respective meetings; and,
· Hosting of the 21st APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) Meeting in Brisbane, Australia from 23-27 September 2002.

The Plenary approved the Shepherds/Steering Committee Coordinators/Heads of Delegation Report of the TPT-WG20 Meeting.

V.
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE) [SCCT] HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 6 MARCH 2002

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee for More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure) (TPTWG20/PLEN/3.1) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting held on Wednesday, 6 March 2002:

Australia (Coordinator); Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Peru; Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; and Viet Nam.
A. 
PROJECTS COMPLETED SINCE LAST TPT-WG MEETING

The following projects have been completed since the last meeting:

· Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport Project
· Facilitation of International Shipping Project

B.
PROJECT EVALUATIONS COMPLETED SINCE LAST TPT-WG MEETING

The following project evaluation has been completed since the last meeting:

· Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport Project
C.
ON-GOING PROJECTS

Plenary considered the reports on On-going Projects from the Steering Committee and, on the basis of the recommendations from the Steering Committee, agreed to:

Road Transport Harmonisation Project Group (Japan / United States of America)

· note the work of the RTHP, and in particular the need for a new Chair for the group.

Maritime Initiative (Japan)

·  note the progress of the Maritime Initiative Group.

Intermodal Task Force (United States)

· endorse the process for achieving international container standards for intermodal information exchange; identification, tracking, and security of containers through the International Standards Organization (ISO).

Port Experts Group (Japan)

· note the three (3) on-going projects will move forward as planned and will be completed by 2003;

· note that a new project will be initiated shortly and another project put under evaluation among the member economies; and,

· note that presentations of three (3) international organizations were very informative and the Group will try to increase interaction with external organizations.

Electronic Commerce (Australia)

· recommend APEC funding under the TILF Special Account for the project proposal Electronic Intra-port Community Discussion Group Pilot Project and that the two-year disbursement deadline be waived to enable effective implementation and evaluation of the project over three (3) years;

· approve the final report on the Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport Project; and,
· note the progress report on the Paperless Trading Demonstration Project and that economies that are interested to participate in the SANCRT trial contact Australia as soon as possible.

Efficiency in the Facilitation of International Seaborne Trade Project (Australia)

· note the progress report on the Project.

Investigation of non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector Project (Australia)

· note the progress report on the Project.

Air Services

· note that, in addition to the annual implementation reports prepared by the Coordinator, and the opportunity of revisiting the issue of APEC-wide coordinated action, the voluntary submission of reports by individual APEC member economies on implementing the eight recommendations on more competitive air services become a permanent part of the agenda of the TPT-WG, in keeping with the SCCT’s encouragement to submit such reports.

D.
SUMMARY OF NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

The Plenary on the basis of the new project proposals submitted by the Steering Committee agreed to recommend APEC funding under the TILF Special Account for the project proposal Electronic Intra-port Community Discussion Group Pilot Project and waive the two-year disbursement deadline to enable effective implementation and evaluation of the project over three (3) years.

VI.
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (INCLUDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES) [SCSE] HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 06 MARCH 2002

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including New Technologies) (TPT-WG20/PLEN/3.2) and noted the attendance of the following economies and guest organizations at the Steering Committee meeting held on Wednesday, 6 March 2002:

Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Peru; Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States (Coordinator) as well as a representative of the Airports Council International (ACI). APEC Programme Director was also present.

A.
PROJECTS COMPLETED SINCE THE LAST TPT-WG MEETING

Pending official APEC Secretariat review, the following report was completed: the Korean project “To identify Optimum Maritime Administrative Structures and the Legal Framework for Safer Shipping in the Asia Pacific Region”. 

B.  
PROJECT EVALUATIONS COMPLETED SINCE LAST TPT-WG MEETING

Progress reported by experts groups. 

C.
ON-GOING PROJECTS 

Plenary considered the reports on On-going Projects from the Steering Committee and, on the basis of the recommendations from the Steering Committee, agreed to:

Aviation Safety Experts Group (United States)

· urge all economies to complete the Approved Maintenance Organization (AMO) survey; and,

· encourage economies' aviation safety oversight organizations to seek an aviation industry perspective on the benefits of APEC pursuing reciprocal acceptance agreements with regard to AMO.

Experts Group on Maritime Safety (Canada)

· note that a booklet detailing the work and accomplishments of the Group will be distributed at the forthcoming APEC Transportation Ministers Meeting;

· revise the draft Ministerial Statement to reflect the Group’s expanded work and so as not to confine future activities;

· note that the Korean project “To Identify Optimum Maritime Administrative Structures and the Legal Framework for Safer Shipping in the Asia Pacific Region” has been completed;

· note that the project “Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region” will be completed soon and a final report submitted to TPT-WG21;

· recommend the following project proposals for funding approval:

i. “APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies.”

ii. “Port Baseline Demonstration Project.”

iii. “Shipboard Ballast Water Sampling Project.”

· note that intersessional work will continue in conjunction with IMO Meetings and that the group will provide input, where necessary, to the Transportation Security Experts Group on matters related to Marine Security.

ITS Experts Group (United States) 

· commend the ITS Experts Group activities;

· approve the updated Action Plan for the ITS Experts Group;

· endorse the procedure for establishing APEC priorities for ITS standards development;

· recognize the continued strengthening of the relationship between APEC TPT and ISO TC204;

· endorse the Group's proposal to proceed with a workshop in collaboration with ISO TC204;

· maintain prominence of ITS in the Ministerial statement;

· affirm the strong support for ITS as an important agenda item at the upcoming Ministerial meeting;

· encourage the development of the noted demonstration project proposal on container tracking and tracing with the Intermodal Task Force and E-commerce Group;

· in collaboration with the ITF, endorse the process for achieving international container standards for intermodal information exchange; identification, tracking, and security of containers through the International Organization for Standardization (ISO); and,

· support the ITS Experts Group in its effort to stand ready to cooperate and jointly work with other groups and task forces in APEC TPT in necessary actions to ensure more secure transportation systems.

Road Safety Experts Group (Chinese Taipei)

· endorse the RSEG report (TPTWG20/SCSE/3.4) and note its progress to date;

· endorse a new project proposal entitled “Initiatives for Improving Road Safety – Phase I” for APEC funding;

· encourage economies to invite their industrial sectors to attend the RSEG meeting for sharing information;

· encourage economies to visit Singapore and United States to share experiences on their respective road safety initiatives; and,

· encourage economies to consider chairing the RSEG.

Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee (United States)

· endorse the SN&C Advisory Committee report (TPTWG20/SCSE/SNC/2-4);

· note economies’ progress in regards to implementing GPS as a means of navigation for en route and non-precision approaches;

· recognize the GNSS Experts Group was renamed the GNSS Implementation Team (GIT), which will lead efforts for regional GNSS implementation;

· endorse the GIT’s goals and objectives, and terms of reference; 

· encourage economies to prepare for WRC 2003 in regards to spectrum protection;

· urge economies to submit appropriate contact information for SN&C/GNSS experts to the SN&C Secretariat;

· encourage maritime and land transport representatives to participate in SN&C Advisory Committee meetings; and,

· encourage economies to consider chairing the SN&C Advisory Committee.

Transportation Security Experts Group (United States)

· encourage economies to forward appropriate aviation and maritime transport security points of contact to the TSEG’s Aviation Security Experts and the Maritime Security Experts Subgroups;

· note the work of the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup and the decision to focus on two objectives, Human Factors and Checked/Hold Baggage Screening, because of their immediate importance to aviation security;

· urge economies to fully commit to implementing the four (4) project proposals; and,

· endorse Ministerial input especially in regards to the APEC Leaders’ Statement on Counterterrorism and the Declaration from the APEC Leaders October 2001 Shanghai meeting.

Urban Transport Forum – Best Practices Manual (Republic of Korea)

· note the Urban Transport Forum is dissolved.

D.
DRAFT WORK PROGRAM/FUTURE PROJECTS

A draft Korean proposal was submitted for the establishment of a maritime training center in the Asia Pacific region where courses could be offered to interested economies.

E.
Approval of New Projects

The Plenary approved the following projects:

· A Port Baseline Survey Demonstration Project to assist in reducing the risk of harmful organisms and pathogens being introduced and transferred to and from ports (Australia);

· A Shipboard Ballast Water Sampling Project to assist in reducing the risk associated with mid-ocean transfer of ballast (Australia);

· An APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies in compliance with international law and recommended practices; and,

· An Initiative for Improving Road Transportation Safety in the region.

F.
OUTSTANDING ISSUES

New Zealand asked the SCSE to consider developing a questionnaire requesting information on counter-terrorism initiatives undertaken by the economies since              11 September 2001. The results would provide information for use by the Ministers to develop a statement to leaders, which would represent actions taken by the economies relative to the directions and actions issued at Shanghai in October 2001. The Chair noted that a core team would be formed that included the Chairman of the TSEG, New Zealand, and the USA to draft the questionnaire and manage the distribution and collection of results.     

G. 
MANAGEMENT ISSUES

The Chair reminded the Experts groups to review their contact lists to ensure that the designated representatives of the economies are receiving the necessary materials that are generated by the groups. The members are requested to provide any changes/deletions to the SN&C Chair at Ted.Davies @faa.gov or the SN&C Secretariat at Shannon.Ballard@faa.gov.

The Chair asked economies to contact their Heads of Delegations (HODs) to review the tasking list recently distributed at the Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) held in Mexico City, Mexico. 

Third Ministerial Preparation

The meeting discussed the preparation of the Joint Ministerial Statement and encouraged the members to provide any comments, revisions or additions directly to the Chair for incorporation.
VII.
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING TRAINING, RESEARCH, EDUCATION) [SCHRD] HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 06 MARCH 2002
The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including Training, Research and Education) (TPTWG20/PLEN/3.3) and noted the attendance of the following economies and guest economy/ organization at the Steering Committee meeting held on Wednesday, 6 March 2002:

Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada (temporary Coordinator); People’s Republic of China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Peru; Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States of America.  Macao, China attended as guest economy. APEC Programme Director was also present.

A.
PROJECTS COMPLETED SINCE LAST TPT-WG MEETING

SCHRD noted that the Pilot Project on Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport had been completed as reported to the SCCTI by the Electronic Commerce working group and endorsed the recommendation that TPT-WG consider options for appropriate follow-on actions, such as repeat courses and production of a variety of short, interactive, web-based tutorials that focus on specific e-commerce applications and called on economies to provide comments and suggestions to Australia.   An evaluation of the Pilot Project on Electronic Commerce Training was completed.

B.
PROJECT EVALUATIONS/PROGRESS REPORTS COMPLETED SINCE LAST TPT-WG MEETING

No evaluation/progress reports have been completed since the last TPT-WG meeting.

C. 
ONGOING PROJECTS  

Plenary considered the reports on On-going Projects from the Steering Committees and, on the basis of the recommendations from the Steering Committee, agreed to:

Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications

· note that the project group ‘Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications’ met briefly at TPT-WG20;

· note that the project group were provided with a report of key aspects of the work-to-date by the project consultant, and,

· note that the project group was advised of the project overseer’s anticipated timetable and sequence of activities required to complete the project in time to discuss next steps (if appropriate) at TPT-WG21.
Gender Project Team 

· note that New Zealand had assumed the Chairmanship of the Gender Project Team and will shortly circulate a paper for discussion by the Gender Project Group at TPT-WG-21 in Brisbane in September and in the meantime, it would welcome intersessional comments from any economy.

Seafarers’ Training Project
· note that Indonesia intends to submit an updated version of the Seafarers Training Project for discussion at TPT-WG-21 following circulation of a draft proposal and comment by economies.  

Bilateral Aviation Training Projects Register 

· note that Australia intends to post the registry on the TPT-WG website and to encourage other economies to provide input to the Registry.

Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs (TPT 03/2002T) 

· note the progress on the project since TPT-WG-19 and the project’s key milestones.

Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and the Development of Required Training Programs: Phase II – Development of Required Training Programs 

· note the progress on the project since TPT-WG-19 and the project’s key milestones.

C.
 NEW PROJECTS 

Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies

· that the TPT-WG resubmit to BMC the project proposal on Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies.

D. 
OUTSTANDING ISSUES

The Plenary agreed that the previously developed future work plan document should be updated as a forward looking strategic planning tool for the group and that it should include actions to take account of the requirement to broaden the Osaka Action Agenda, the e-APEC Strategy, the Human Capacity Building Strategy for the New Economy, and the work of the AGGI on gender mainstreaming.

E. 
OPERATIONAL PLAN

The HRD Steering Committee Operational Plan will be updated to reflect the outcomes of TPT-WG 20.

F.
MANAGEMENT ISSUES
The Steering Committee Coordinator and the Lead Shepherd drew attention to the importance of quickly identifying an economy to assume the role of Coordinator for the SCHRD, as Mr. Ted Cherrett of Canada assumed the position only for the 20th WG meeting. Economies were encouraged to give careful consideration, in the spirit of volunteerism to this matter for discussion in the Plenary. 

The Lead Shepherd offered to Peru the Chairmanship and after consideration was accepted by Peru with the understanding that Canada and the Philippines would assist.  The Lead Shepherd committed to write the Executive Director of APEC through Mr. Shipilov requesting extension of the guest status of the following organizations which will expire in December 2002:

1. International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO);

2. International Air Transport Association (IATA); and

3. International Maritime Organization (IMO)

VIII. APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECTS PROPOSALS (IF ANY)

The six (6) new project proposals at TPT-WG 20 were ranked, as follows:

Under the APEC Operational Fund:

Rank 1:  
Initiatives for Improving Road Safety Phase I

Rank 2:  
Aviation Law Training in the APEC Economies

Rank 3:  
A Port Baseline Survey Demonstration Project to Assist in Reducing the Risk of Harmful Organisms and Pathogens being Introduced and Transferred to and from Ports

Rank 4:  
APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies 

Rank 5: Shipboard Ballast Water Sampling Project to Assist in Reducing the Risk associated with Mid-ocean Transfer of Ballast

Under the APEC TILF Special Account:

Rank 1:  Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Group Pilot Project

IX. TABLING OF REPORTS BY MEMBER ECONOMIES

Economy Reports were received from Australia, Japan, the Philippines and the United States.  Other economies were earnestly requested to submit their Economy Report intersessionally.

X. APPROVAL OF THE TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN

The Steering Committee Coordinators reviewed and updated the TPT-WG Operational Plan (TPTWG20/PLEN/6), subject to the amendments raised during the Plenary Session.

The Lead Shepherd will circulate the Operational Plan to the economies for comments.

XI. ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE THIRD TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL MEETING

The Lead Shepherd reviewed the discussion of the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs regarding the draft programme for the 3rd Ministerial Meeting, as proposed by the small groups, “Friends of the Host Economy”, Peru, chaired by the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Mr. Sample. 

The Plenary considered and agreed to some revisions to the draft Joint Ministerial Statement (JMS).  It was agreed that the Deputy Lead Shepherd will consolidate the revisions and submit the revised draft to the Lead Shepherd for circulation to economies for final comments.

The Plenary also considered some revisions on the draft program of the Ministerial meeting in Peru taking into consideration the following:

· The economies were requested to provide the complete names of the speakers;

· A separate program shall be provided for Symposium and the Ministerial Meeting; 

· To delete information in the draft program of the Ministerial Meeting that the meeting will be chaired by Peru since all sessions will be chaired by said economy;

· Singapore requested a correction by deleting the word “Civil” from the Singapore Civil Aviation Academy;

· That the Senior Transport Officials meet before the Ministerial Meeting; and,

· That the 5th Draft Programme be commented intersessionally. The economies confirmed the attendance of the speakers of the following economies:  Japan, Mexico and the attendance of the following Ministers: Brunei, USA, Philippines.

It was also agreed that Peru, as the host economy for the 3rd APEC Ministers’ Meeting, will prepare the draft press release on the event to be disseminated and considered intersessionally by the economies for comments.

XII. ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUTURE TPT-WG MEETINGS

Arrangements for TPT-WG21

It was confirmed that TPT-WG21 would be held in Brisbane, Australia on 23-27 September 2002.

The Lead Shepherd encouraged economies to host the 22nd and 23rd TPT-WG meetings.

XIII. OTHER BUSINESS

Appreciation

The Lead Shepherd expressed his appreciation for the work of the Coordinators of the three (3) Steering Committees, and Experts Group Chairs in ensuring a successful and fruitful meeting.  He especially thanked the Philippines for the efficient hosting of the meeting, the quality of the meeting arrangements and the warm hospitality to the delegates. In addition, delegates expressed their appreciation to the warm hospitality extended by the host economy.

XIV. APPROVAL OF CHAIR’S REPORT

The Final Chair’s Report (TPTWG20/PLEN/12) was approved by TPT-WG members. 
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