REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE TWENTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA

23-27 SEPTEMBER 2002

INTRODUCTION
Australia hosted the twenty-first meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group (TPT) over the period 23-27 September 2002.  The meeting programme included two days of Expert and Sub-Group meetings; two meetings of Shepherds, Heads of Delegation and Steering Committee Coordinators; and one meeting of the three Steering Committees.  An Opening Plenary Session, which was chaired by the Host economy, Australia, was held on the morning of Tuesday, 24 September, and the Closing Plenary Session was held on Thursday, 26 September. 

At the TPTWG/21 meeting, some 210 participants from 19 economies (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; Peoples Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Peru; the Philippines; Singapore; Russia; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; and Viet Nam) were in attendance.  The APEC Secretariat also attended.  

Macao, China participated as a guest economy. The International Air Transport Association (IATA), International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for the Asia Pacific (UN-ESCAP), International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA), International Multimodal Transport Association (IMMTA), International Organization of Motor Vehicle Manufacturers (OICA), and the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), participated as Official Observers. 

I.  WELCOME AND OPENING STATEMENT
The Australian Head of Delegation, Mr Peter Yuile, Deputy Secretary, Department of Transport and Regional Services chaired the Opening Plenary session on Tuesday 24 September.

Mr Yuile made welcoming remarks and an opening statement to the meeting, noting the meeting format changes proposed by Australia. Councillor Jim Soorley, Lord Mayor of Brisbane then addressed the meeting, welcomed delegates to Brisbane and encouraged them to respond to the challenges facing transport planners today, in particular the challenges of urban congestion and accessibility being faced in many cities in the APEC region. The Lead Shepherd: Lamberto Pia, APEC Secretariat Program Director: Sergey Shipilov, Deputy Lead Shepherd: Kevin Sample, and Steering Committee Coordinators: Ted Davies – Safe and Environment Friendly Steering Committee; Rafael Farromeque – Human Resources Development; and Peter Yuile – More Competitive Transport also made opening remarks to the meeting.

II.  CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA FOR CLOSING PLENARY

The Plenary reconvened on Thursday 26 September, with Peter Yuile in the Chair.  The Agenda for the remainder of the meeting was adopted. 

III.  REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/SCCs/HODs MEETING
The Lead Shepherd advised that the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs met on Tuesday 24 September and Wednesday 25 September 2002. Key points to be highlighted were:

(a) The TPT-WG would focus in this 21st meeting on addressing the priorities of Ministers as delivered at the 3rd Transport Ministers Meeting in Peru, May 2002, and would produce a summary of actions.

(b) The TPT-WG focussed on a number of concerns in project management processes, including rejection by the BMC of some of the Working Group project proposals submitted to the regular July BMC, and would be pursuing these concerns with the APEC Secretariat. 

(c) That no economy had so far volunteered to host the next meeting (TPT-WG22). Korea advised it would host a meeting in the fourth quarter of 2003.

(d) In addition, the Chair reported that it was agreed during the HODs meeting that follow up to the transport security questionnaire circulated by New Zealand would be handled in the Transport Security Experts Group.

The Plenary endorsed the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs Report (TPT-WG21/HOD/FINAL).

IV.  REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (including infrastructure). Australia, as co-ordinating economy of the Steering Committee, presented the Report of the meeting and drew attention to the projects close to being completed by the Steering Committee since the last meeting. It was noted also that the Republic of Korea would take on the chair of the RTHP and that there was a new Japanese chair of the port Experts Group.  

The Plenary noted the progress made by the following project and expert groups, and noted that a number of new project concepts were discussed within Expert Groups and would be put to the next TPT-WG meeting as project proposals:

(a)
Road Transport Harmonisation Project Group (and workshop);

(b)
Maritime Initiative;

(c)
Port Experts Group;

(d)
Electronic Commerce Group; and

(e)
Intermodal Task Force.

It also noted progress on the Efficiency in the Facilitation of International Seaborne Trade Project and the Non Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector Project, which reported directly to the Steering Committee.

A report on the Steering Committee’s Special Air Services Meeting held on Tuesday 24 September was presented to the Plenary which included the recommendation that the Lead Shepherd inform the Chair of the Committee on Trade and Investment that the TPT-WG could not reach consensus on the value of a trade policy dialogue on air services.

The Plenary adopted the Report - with modifications agreed during the meeting - and accepted the recommendations as set out in TPTWG21/SC/CT/REPORT/FINAL/REV1.

V.  REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

The Plenary received the Report of the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems. The United States, as the coordinating economy presented the report of the meeting and drew attention to the projects being progressed within the Steering Committee since the last meeting. It was noted also that the United States was stepping down as chair of the SN&C Advisory Committee after six years, and that Japan would commence as chair next meeting.
The Plenary noted the progress made by the project and expert groups, and noted that a number of new project concepts were discussed within Expert Groups and would be put to the next TPT-WG meeting as project proposals with the potential of one project proposal being considered urgent and submitted intersessionally:

(a)
Experts Group on Maritime Safety;

(b)
ITS Experts Group;

(c)
Road Safety Experts Group;

(d)
SN&C Systems Advisory Committee; and the

(e)
Transportation Security Experts Group.

The Plenary adopted the report and accepted the recommendations as set out in TPTWG21/SC/SE/REPORT/ FINAL/REV1.

VI.  REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING TRAINING, RESEARCH, EDUCATION)

The Plenary received the Report of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research, Education). Peru, as coordinating economy of the Steering Committee, presented the report of the meeting and drew attention to key issues that were discussed.

The Plenary noted progress on the following ongoing projects and noted that a number of new project concepts were discussed within Steering Committee and would be put to the next TPT-WG meeting as project proposals:

(a)
Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications;

(b)
Gender Project Team;

(c)
Seafarers Training Project;

(d)
Bilateral Aviation Training Projects Register; 

(e)
Identification of needed intermodal skills and development of required training programs

(f)
Aviation Law Training Project; and

(g)
Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling. 

The Plenary adopted the Report and accepted the recommendations as set out in TPTWG21/SC/HRD/REPORT/FINAL/REV1.

VII.  TABLING OF REPORTS BY MEMBER ECONOMIES
The Chair noted the updates provided by member economies and encouraged all economies to utilise this agenda item to share innovative transport policy developments in their respective economies.

VIII.  APPROVAL OF THE TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The Working Group reviewed and approved the TPT Operational Plan, subject to the typographical amendments and revisions raised during the Plenary Session. The Lead Shepherd will submit the plan to the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat. Australia, as meeting host economy, will ensure that it is posted on the TPT-WG website. (TPT-WG21/PLEN/OPPLAN/FINAL/REV1)

IX.  TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL PRIORITIES

The Working Group approved the concept of developing a matrix which outlines working group projects and actions which deliver against the six priorities identified by Ministers at the 3rd Transport Ministerial meeting in Peru, May 2002. The working group noted the draft document circulated by the chair and agreed to its general format and style. The Steering Committees Coordinators will pass drafting comments to the chair (Australia) by 15 October 2002, with view to a revised draft being issued to all member economies by mid-November 2002.  The Lead Minister will circulate a report to counterpart Transport Ministers by the end of the year.

In preparing a revised draft economies suggested that:

(a)
the report needed to be put in context;

(b)
pathfinder language should be reviewed;

(c)
timelines for actions be added;

(d)
only substantive actions be included (avoiding preliminary ideas.

(TPT-WG21/PLEN/MIN/PRIORITIES/DRAFT).

X.  ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUTURE TPT-WG MEETINGS 
Arrangements for TPT-WG22 will be pursued out of session.

Korea informed the Working Group that it would host TPT-WG23.

XI.  OTHER BUSINESS

In response to a letter received from Jack Short, Secretary General of the European Conference of Ministers of Transport seeking linkages with APEC, the Working Group agreed to respond positively to the suggestion to explore developing closer ties between the two organisations.

The meeting noted communication from the Lead Shepherd of the Energy Working Group to the TPT-WG Lead Shepherd concerning enhancement of the security in sea lanes near Indonesia. It was agreed that a response be developed by the Chair of the Maritime Safety Expert Group.

XII.  APPROVAL OF CHAIR’S REPORT

The Final Chair’s Report was approved by the Plenary with appreciation being expressed for the contribution the Australian Secretariat made to the success of the meeting (TPTWG21/PLEN/CHAIRS REPORT/FINAL).
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