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INTRODUCTION:

1.
The Seventh Plenary Meeting of the APEC Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG), hosted by Canada, was held on June 18-20, 2003, in Vancouver. Delegates from Australia, Canada, Chile, the People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States, and Vietnam participated in the meeting. The APEC Secretariat was also present. The list of delegates appears in Annex 1.

2.
The meeting was Co-Chaired by Dr. Se-Ik Oh, Coordinator for the Lead Shepherd for the ATCWG, Director, Agricultural Outlook and Information Centre, Korea Rural Economic Institute, Republic of Korea; and Ms. Sally Jorgensen, Director of the Asia-Pacific Division, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada .

AGENDA ITEM I:
Co-Chairs’ Opening Remarks

3.
Dr. Se-Ik Oh commenced the seventh ATCWG plenary meeting by extending his gratitude to the delegates participating in the meeting, and to Canada for hosting the meeting. He also provided a brief review of activities of the ATCWG over the past year and expressed deep appreciation to the former Lead Shepherds from Chinese Taipei and Japan. In addition, he recognized the work efforts of his predecessor, Dr. Kainuma. Recognising that the agricultural sector faces many challenges, Dr. Oh stressed the importance of joint activities and cooperation among APEC economies.

4.
Ms Sally Jorgensen also welcomed the delegates, and hoped that they would enjoy their time in Vancouver. She recognized the importance of agriculture for APEC economies, and expressed her appreciation to the Lead Shepherd for his work in the ATCWG. 

5.
Mr. Timothy Hsiang, Program Director, the APEC Secretariat expressed his willingness to contribute to this Meeting.

AGENDA ITEM II:
Adoption of the Agenda

6.
Participants adopted the meeting Agenda, which appears in Annex 2.

AGENDA ITEM III:
Business Arrangements

7.
The Co-Chairs explained the business arrangements for the meeting.

AGENDA ITEM IV:
APEC Secretariat’s Report

8.
Mr. Timothy Hsiang of the APEC Secretariat briefed the meeting on recent developments in APEC since the 6th meeting of the ATCWG, which was held in Mexico City in July 2002 (2003/ATC7/05). 

9.
In his report, Mr. Hsiang summarized the content of the Leaders’ Statement, agreed by APEC Leaders in Los Cabos, Mexico, in October 2002.
10.
Thailand is hosting APEC in 2003, under the theme: “A World of Differences, Partnership for the Future”. Delegates were briefed on the outcomes of SOM I and SOM II, as well as the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade (MRT), held in Khon Kaen, Thailand from May 30-June 1, 2003. At the MRT, Ministers stressed the importance of the Doha Development Agenda and the need for a successful 5th WTO Ministerial Meeting in Cancun. Recognizing the impact of SARS on the APEC Region, Ministers issued a Statement on SARS and endorsed the APEC Action Plan on SARS.
11.
The APEC Secretariat clarified the project proposal cycle, including the distinction between TILF and Operational Account funding. 

12.
The APEC Secretariat also outlined the Guidelines for Non-Member Participation. (Note: Revised Guidelines for Non-Member Participation can be found on the APEC Secretariat Website: www.apecsec.org.sg)

13.
The meeting welcomed and took note of the APEC Secretariat’s Report.

AGENDA ITEM V:
ATC-Related Issues in APEC
A. Report of the ATCWG TO SOM III, August 21-23, 2003

14.
The meeting endorsed the draft Report of the ATCWG to SOM III. The report is contained in document number 2003/ATC7/06, which is attached as Annex 3.

B.
Other ATC-Related Issues


1.
APEC Food System

15.
At SOM II, held in Khon Kaen, Thailand, on May 29-30, 2003, the United States proposed a way of moving forward the APEC Food System (AFS) (2003/ATC7/07). The AFS was endorsed by APEC Leaders in 1999. The US proposal comprises two actions: firstly, that APEC member economies conduct self-assessments of impediments to increasing productivity in food and agricultural sectors and obstacles to increasing trade in food. Secondly, the proposal suggests that APEC consider holding a meeting of APEC Ministers of Agriculture. Senior Officials took note of the proposal, and recommended that ATCWG discuss the proposal and report to Senior Officials at SOM III.

16.
USA provided some background information on the AFS. The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) originally proposed the idea of the AFS, in recognition of the importance of the food system in APEC economies, and the need to strengthen progress in this area. The AFS envisions greater efficiencies in agricultural production, supply, and trade, including the importance of technology, adding value to agricultural production, and improving infrastructure. The current proposal is a way of moving forward on the AFS.

17.
Following discussion of document (2003/ATC7/07), there was no consensus on the need for self-assessment as some delegates indicated that this proposal might duplicate work that is already being carried out elsewhere. Thailand acknowledged that convening a meeting of APEC Ministers of Agriculture could further the work of the Doha round, but there was no consensus reached to convene a Ministerial meeting at this time. As an alternative, it was suggested that APEC consider holding a High-Level Meeting on Agriculture. The agenda could include issues relating to rural poverty and starvation, food safety and food security, trade, rural development, sustainable agriculture, natural resource conservation, multifunctionality of agriculture, and a range of other impediments to agricultural and food production. 



2.
The Further Review of the Scope of ATCWG activities

18.
The ATCWG is mandated to review its scope of activities, priority areas, and all aspects of operations every three years. As a follow-up to discussions of the group at the 6th ATCWG meeting in 2002, delegates discussed the scope of current ATCWG’s activities, along with the possibility of expanding the scope of these activities. In the past, working group members have suggested that priority areas could be expanded.  However, to this point, detailed concept papers and specific work plans have not been proposed by member economies.  

19.
In the absence of any detailed papers, ATCWG agreed that priority areas for the working group would not be revised this year. 

AGENDA ITEM VI:
Progress of and Further Plans for the Seven Priority Areas

20.
The Co-Chair began discussion on this issue by encouraging delegates to consider preparing project proposals for APEC funding. Projects submitted to the BMC by the ATCWG in 2003 (for the year 2004) totaled only one-third of money that is notionally available to this working group. Therefore, there is still capacity to fund more projects in subsequent years.

21.
Given the level of technical detail included in reports presented on the priority areas, participants also agreed that it is important to ensure that information on all priority areas is circulated widely in APEC economies, to ensure that appropriate experts are aware of progress and activities in all areas.

22.
Furthermore, while certain economies are taking the lead in each of the seven priority areas, all ATCWG members are encouraged to develop projects in any priority area. 


A.
Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources (Led by Chinese Taipei and Mexico)

23.
Chinese Taipei reported on progress in this priority area (2003/ATC7/08), as well as on the outcomes (2003/ATC7/10) and evaluation report (2003/ATC7/09) of the 4th Workshop on Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources which was held in Taipei from October 29th to November 2nd, 2002. The workshop focused on the utilization of aquatic genetic resources. A booklet entitled the Relationship Between Indigenous Animals and Humans in the APEC Region will be produced by Chinese Taipei by the end of 2003 (2003/ATC7/11). 

24.
Chinese Taipei also presented the draft action plan on the priority area of Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources (2003/ATC7/12).

25.
In summary, the meeting noted the progress of this sub-group, and endorsed the draft action plan. In addition, the meeting noted the outcomes and the evaluation report of the 4th Workshop on Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources. The meeting also welcomed the preparation of the booklet on the Relationship between Indigenous Animals and Humans in the APEC Region by Chinese Taipei. The meeting welcomed Mexico’s offer to co-host the 6th Workshop on Plant Genetic Resources with Chinese Taipei, and Malaysia’s intention to host the 5th Workshop (the second aquatic meeting) back to back with the 7th Asian Fisheries Forum, on November 29-December 3, 2004 (NOTE: This is subject to confirmation).


B.
Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology (Led by Canada)
26.
Canada presented the progress report and the draft action plan for the priority area of Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology. Chinese Taipei also presented the results of the APEC-funded Workshop on Technical Cooperation and Information Exchange on Safety Assessment in Agricultural Biotechnology, which was held in Chinese Taipei in August 2002. Mexico updated delegates on preparations for the Conference on Agricultural Biotechnology in Centers of Origin, which will be held in Mexico City, Mexico in November 2003. China also provided an update on preparations for the 7th Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology Sub-Group Workshop, which is an APEC-funded project that will be held in Beijing, China in September 15-23, 2003.

27.
Canada briefed the group on the outcomes of the Second High-Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB), which was held in Thailand in February 2003. The HLPDAB is a related, yet parallel activity to the ATCWG. A steering committee has been established, consisting of Canada, Korea, Thailand, and the United States, to assist with the preparation of the next HLPDAB, to be held in Chile in 2004. The steering committee met on June 19th in Vancouver.

28.
In summary, the meeting welcomed the progress report, and endorsed the draft action plan for this group. As well, delegates noted the outcomes of the High-Level Dialogue on Biotechnology, and agreed that a closer link be established between HLPDAB and ATCWG to ensure informed discussion on policy and technical matters. Correspondence will be sent to the HLPDAB by the RDEAB to initiate this link, and will report back to the ATCWG. Delegates also noted the results of the 6th Workshop on Technical Cooperation and Information Exchange on Safety Assessment in Agricultural Biotechnology, which was held in Chinese Taipei in August 2002, as well as reports on preparations for two events: the Conference on Agricultural Biotechnology in Centers of Origin”, which will be held in Mexico City, Mexico in November 2003, and the 7th REDAB Workshop, to be held in Beijing, China from September 15-23, 2003. The meeting encouraged member economies to actively participate in both workshops.

C.
Production, Processing, Marketing, Distribution and Consumption of Agricultural Products (Led by USA and Japan)

29.
On behalf of the Co-Chairs of this sub-group, Japan presented the progress report (2003/ATC7/17), and both Japan and the USA presented draft workplans (2003/ATC7/24 and 2003/ATC7/46). 

30.
The workplan presented by the USA (2003/ATC7/46) includes continuation of work on the Cold Chain Technical Assistance Program, an update on the work of the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC), and provision of information on best practices regarding pollution caused by the Food Processing Industry. The US highlighted the high-quality reports produced by PECC and encouraged ATCWG participants to make use of these documents.

31.
Japan presented a discussion paper (2003/ATC7/23), which compared work in this priority area with the FEEEP (Impact of Expanding Population and Economic Growth on Food, Energy, and Environment) and the APEC Food System. As a result of this comparison, Japan recommends that the sub-group develop a concrete action plan to accomplish original objectives of the priority area by identifying areas where the sub-group has a comparative advantage, abandoning inefficient activities, and making productive partnerships with other fora. Specifically, the plan proposes a partnership with the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC), an internet gateway to existing data sources on supply and demand of food, and continued capacity building on policies and services to support farmer organizations on product marketing. 

32.
Japan also briefed the meeting on the outcomes of the Workshop on Linking Farmers to Markets: the Role of Farmers Organization, which was held in Tokyo, Japan in March 2003, and summarized the results of the evaluation report (2003/ATC7/18 and 2003/ATC7/20). 

33.
Vietnam briefed the meeting on preparations for the workshop on Strengthening Cooperation in Post-harvest Technology Transfer within APEC economies, which will be held in Hanoi, Vietnam, on October 28-31, 2003.  

34.
Thailand presented both the progress report and the evaluation report (2003/ATC7/21) for the APEC-funded project on APEC Institutional Linkage for Human Resources Development in Post Harvest Technology, which was overseen by Thailand from 2000-2002. Major achievements include establishment of Masters and PhD programs, the development of curricula, and the convening of a number of international training courses between 2000 and 2002. The evaluation found that the original objectives of the project were met.

35.
In summary, the meeting noted the progress report for this priority area. Participants endorsed the need for a combined Japan/USA draft action plan. In addition, the meeting noted progress and evaluation reports presented by Japan (Workshop on Linking Farmers to Markets: the Role of Farmers Organization), and by Thailand (APEC Institutional Linkage for Human Resources Development in Post Harvest Technology).  Participants noted recommendations presented by Japan (2003/ATC7/23), and agreed to provide their comments to the Lead Shepherd no later than July 31, 2003. Taking comments into consideration, the Lead Shepherd will report back to the group on whether the comments constitute endorsement of these recommendations. This information will be included in the ATCWG’s report to SOM III. 

D.
Plant and Animal Quarantine and Pest Management (Led by Australia and USA)

36.
The progress report of this priority area was presented in two parts by the co-shepherds: one presented by the USA (2003/ATC7/25) and one presented by Australia (2003/ATC7/ 25a).  The workplan was also presented in two parts by the co-shepherds (2003/ATC7/48 and 2003/ATC7/48a). The workplan includes a suggestion to host an International Standards Workshop during 2004-2005. Japan requested that ATCWG participants be given time to consult with their economy experts on workshop objectives. Economies should provide comments on the workshop objectives to the Lead Shepherd by July 31, 2003.

37.
Chinese Taipei presented the outcomes and evaluation report (2003/ATC7/26 and 2003/ATC7/26a) of the Symposium on Detection, Monitoring and Management of Invasive Plant Pests, which was held in Chinese Taipei, from September 30th – October 3rd, 2002. The Co-Chairs requested that economies submit information on action taken on the recommendations from the symposium to the Co-Shepherds so that it can be incorporated into the workplan of this priority area. Several economies intervened to highlight work being carried out in their economies as a direct result of this symposium. Chinese Taipei established and maintains a website, containing lists of invasive plant pests, information on practical management measures for invasive pests, and symposium proceedings and papers. Following the symposium, Canada drafted a discussion paper on the development of pest alert systems. The discussion paper has been distributed to Symposium participants.

38.
Australia announced that an AusAID-funded workshop on diagnostic standards will be held in Malaysia in August, in conjunction with a related event. 

39.
Chinese Taipei also briefed the meeting on preparations for the APEC Symposium on the Management of Golden Apple Snail (2003/ATC7/47), which will be held in October 2004.

40.
Australia presented on E-CERT, a web-based system for electronic health certification of agricultural exports, which was developed in collaboration with New Zealand. It provides a mechanism for electronic access to SPS certificate data, providing an unprecedented level of food supply chain security. E-CERT brings significant benefits to both government and industry, including a secure “paper trail” and reduced transaction costs. A CD of E-CERT, containing both information on the initiative and associated software design, was distributed to all economies. Participants agreed to circulate the CD to economy contacts responsible for SPS software development, and to those who generate and/or receive SPS certificates. 

41.
E-CERT relates to the pathfinder initiative on paperless trading which APEC Leaders in Los Cabos endorsed in October 2002. The official launch of the initiative will take place in Chinese Taipei in September 2003. A number of APEC working groups and sub-fora are implementing projects on paperless trading, including the E-Commerce Steering Group, the Transportation Working Group, and the Committee on Trade and Investment. Given the relevance of paperless trading to the work of the ATCWG, Australia agreed to continue to provide updates on implementation of E-CERT. 

42.
In summary, the meeting noted the progress report for this priority area, and endorsed the workplan of the group with two caveats: firstly, participants requested that activities resulting from Symposium on Plant Pests, held in Chinese Taipei, be incorporated into the document, and secondly, participants noted Japan’s request for an opportunity for economies to provide comments on the objectives for the US-proposed International Standards Workshop.  Economies should provide comments on the workshop objectives to the Lead Shepherd by July 31, 2003. Delegates noted a number of upcoming activities and agreed to encourage broad participation in these events. Finally, participants welcomed Australia’s presentation on E-CERT, and agreed to circulate the CD (which contains E-CERT information) to appropriate experts in their economies. 


E.
Cooperative Development of an Agricultural Finance System (Led by Japan and Chinese Taipei)

43.
Japan, on behalf of the Co-Shepherds of this priority area, presented the progress report (2003/ATC7/28) and the draft action plan (2003/ATC7/32) on the priority area of Cooperative Development of Agricultural Finance System. In addition, Japan briefed the meeting on the outcomes and the evaluation of the 3rd Training Course on Agricultural Finance, which was held in Tokyo, Japan in 2002 (2003/ATC7/29). Vietnam briefed the meeting on preparations for a new training Course on Agricultural Finance, which will be held in Hanoi, Vietnam from November 17-28, 2003.

44.
In summary, the meeting noted the progress report and endorsed the draft workplan of this priority area. Participants also noted the outcomes of the 3rd Training Course on Agricultural Finance in Japan, and welcomed preparations for the upcoming Training Course on Agricultural Finance, which will take place in Vietnam, with a view to continuing the program for an additional three years.


F.
Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training (Led by Indonesia and Japan)

45.
Indonesia, on behalf of the Co-Shepherds presented the draft action plan (2003/ATC7/35) on the priority area of Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training. No progress report was submitted.

46.
Indonesia reported the on the progress of the APEC-funded project, the 2nd Seminar on Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training (2003/ATC7/34) to be held in Bali, Indonesia on July 24-26, 2003. This seminar is follow-up to the 1st Seminar that was held in February 2001.

47.
In summary, the meeting endorsed the draft action plan. Participants also welcomed the preparation for the 2nd Seminar on Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training.


G.
 Sustainable Agriculture and Related Environmental Issues (Led by China, Japan, and Chinese Taipei)

48.
China presented the progress report (2003/ATC7/36) and draft action plan for this priority area (2003/ATC7/39). The evaluation report (2003/ATC7/37) of the Workshop on Sustainable Agricultural Development and Technical Training was included in the presentation of the progress report.

49.
Vietnam reported on progress made in the APEC Regional Study on Gender and Globalization in Agriculture (2003/ATC7/38). A summary of the discussion on this item is included under Agenda Item VII, Projects Seeking APEC Funds.

50.
Chinese Taipei announced that the 3rd Workshop on Sustainable Agricultural Development (2003/ATC7/39) will be held on November 16-23 in Taichung, Taipei. All economies are invited to provide comments on the workshop.

51.
Japan presented an outline of a self-funded study on Biomass Utilization for Sustainable Agriculture Production (2003/ATC7/55).

52.
Participants noted that often only a few economies participate in activities coordinated under this priority area. Given the importance of sustainable agriculture for APEC economies in general, and the emphasis that was placed on this issue by World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), the meeting agreed that all economies should make a concerted effort to fully engage in the activities of this priority area.

53.
In summary, participants endorsed the draft action plan and noted both the progress report for this priority area and the evaluation report of the Seminar on Sustainable Agriculture. All economies are encouraged to participate in the 3rd Workshop on Sustainable Agricultural Development, to be held from November 16-23 in Chinese Taipei. 

AGENDA ITEM VII:
Projects Seeking APEC Funds in 2004 
54.
The ATCWG will submit a total of four projects to the July 2003 BMC meeting: three projects seeking Operational Account Funding, and one seeking funding from the TILF account.


Project Proposals Seeking Operational Account Funding

· APEC Training Program on Post-harvest Technology and Quality Management of Agri-Food Products (Overseer: Thailand) (2003/ATC7/40)
· APEC Workshops on Sustainable Technical Cooperation in Post-harvest Technology Education and Industry Development (Overseer: Thailand) (2003/ATC7/42)
· APEC Training Workshop on Agricultural Technology Transfer (Overseer: Indonesia) (2003/ATC7/41)

Project Proposal Seeking TILF Account Funding

· Workshop on Technical Cooperation, Capacity Building, Risk Assessment/Management, and Emerging Issues in Agricultural Biotechnology (Overseer: Korea) (2003/ATC7/43)

55.
Vietnam provided an update on progress of the APEC Regional Study on Gender and Globalization in Agriculture (2003/ATC7/38). This project was submitted for APEC funding to the 2002 BMC meeting, and was awarded a reduced level of funding. Vietnam suggested resubmitting this project to the BMC with a request for increased funding. Following a lengthy discussion, the meeting concluded that, given that funds have already been awarded, Vietnam would proceed with a scaled-down version of the project. Additional project phases could be submitted to future meetings of the BMC if deemed necessary.

56.
The APEC Secretariat asked members to ensure that economy BMC representatives are well briefed on projects requesting funding, especially on budget issues.
57.
In summary, the meeting endorsed the four project proposals seeking APEC funding for submission to the July 2003 BMC meeting. The three projects submitted to the Operational Account will be ranked in the following order: 1) APEC Training Workshop on Agricultural Technology Transfer (Overseer: Indonesia) (2003/ATC7/41), 2) APEC Training Program on Post-harvest Technology and Quality Management of Agri-Food Products (Overseer: Thailand) (2003/ATC7/40), 3) APEC Workshops on Sustainable Technical Cooperation in Post-harvest Technology Education and Industry Development (Overseer: Thailand) (2003/ATC7/42). 

AGENDA ITEM VIII:
Management Issues


A.
Communicating Results of ATCWG Activities

58.
The Co-Chairs reminded participants that summary reports of all ATCWG activities should be submitted to the Lead Shepherd, so that this information can be communicated electronically to all working group contact points.

B. Submission of Evaluation Reports

59.
In order to ensure continuous improvement of activities within the ATCWG, a project evaluation process is in place. Project overseers are to submit evaluation reports, including sex-disaggregated data, at the completion of both APEC-funded and self-funded projects. In addition to the project overseer’s report, an additional evaluation report should be completed by a small group of economies, recruited by the project overseer. The result of the small-group evaluation report should be made known to the ATCWG members.

C. Preparation of Documents

60.
The Co-Chair reminded member economies that it is necessary to submit meeting documents well in advance of the plenary meeting, to facilitate document preparation and distribution.

D. Updating the ATC Contact List and Communication

61.
The Co-Chairs asked member economies to ensure that contact lists are up-to-date, and to submit any changes to the Secretariat. Intersessional work is essential to this fora, and it is necessary to have accurate contact lists to ensure effective electronic communication.

AGENDA ITEM IX:
Adoption of the Summary Report

62.
The meeting adopted the Summary Report.

AGENDA ITEM X:
Other Matters

A. Date and Place of the Next Meeting

63.
The meeting welcomed Thailand’s offer to host the 8th ATCWG Meeting in Chiangmai, Thailand, from June 15-18, 2004. 


B.
Classification of Documents

64.
The meeting approved the list of Document Classification.


C.
Explanation of the Field Trip from the Host

65.
Canada provided an explanation of the field trip, to take place on June 20, 2003.


D.
Summary of Upcoming Workshops 

66.
The Co-Chairs provided a summary list of all upcoming workshops coordinated by the ATCWG. All economies are encouraged to publicise these events widely in their economies, and participate as actively as possible.


July 24-26, 2003
2nd Seminar on Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training, Bali, Indonesia


September 15-23, 2003 
7th RDEAB Workshop, Beijing, China 


October 28-31, 2003
Strengthening Cooperation in Post-harvest Technology Transfer within APEC economies, Hanoi, Vietnam


November 5-8, 2003
Conference on Agricultural Biotechnology in Centers of Origin, Mexico City, Mexico 


November 16-23, 2003
3rd Workshop on Sustainable Agricultural Development, Taichung, Chinese Taipei


November 17-20, 2003
3rd Country Training on Ag Finance, Hanoi, Vietnam
AGENDA ITEM XI:
Closure of the Meeting

67.
Participants expressed appreciation for the leadership shown by the Co-Chairs, and for the meeting arrangements made by Canada. 
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