22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

Busan, Republic of Korea, 1-5 September 2003

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 

04 September 2003

INTRODUCTION

 The Republic of Korea hosted the 22nd APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT/22) Meeting in Busan from 1-5 September 2003. The Expert Group Meetings were held for two days; the Shepherds/Steering Committee Coordinators/APEC Program Director/Heads of Delegation (S/SC/PD/HODS) Meeting for two days; Steering Committee Coordinators Meeting for one day and Cultural Tour for one day.  The Philippines as Lead Shepherd Economy chaired the Opening and Final Plenary Sessions.

At the TPT/22 Meeting, 181 delegates from the following economies attended this meeting: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Russia; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America (USA) and Viet Nam.  The APEC Secretariat also attended the meeting.

The following guest economies/associations were also in attendance: Macao, China; the Intermodal  Multimodal Transport Association (IMTA); International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA) and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

I. WELCOME AND OPENING STATEMENTS

Mr. Sang-yeong AHN, City Mayor of Busan, delivered his Welcoming Remarks and expressed his warm welcome to all delegates. He informed the Plenary about the current efforts of his city government to win the honor of hosting the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting and the Ministerial Meeting in 2005 when Korea will be the APEC Chair.  He also informed that Busan has been host to recently  concluded international events such as the FIFA World Cup and the Busan Asian Games.  It will host the ITU Telecom Asia in 2004.

Mr. Sung-Pyo Park, Assistant Minister for Planning and Management, Ministry of Construction and Transportation (MOCT), also extended his warm welcome to all delegates. He noted the dynamism and growth potentials of the APEC Region and challenged the APEC TPT-WG to expand cooperation among economies through active sharing of information, experiences and joint studies in the transportation sector.

Mr. Lamberto V. Pia, Lead Shepherd, delivered his welcoming remarks followed by the Deputy Lead Shepherd: Mr. Kevin B. Sample, Steering Coordinators: Mr. Martin Dolan, Australia-Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure); Mr. Ted Davies, United States of America- Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems; Mr. Jess Browning, United States of America, as interim Chair- Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including Research, Training and Education)

During the Final Plenary Session,  Mr. Tschang-Sup Kim, Director-General, Ministry of Construction and Transportation,  delivered the Welcoming Remarks and challenged delegates to continue cooperating to advance the work of the transportation sector in the APEC process.

II.
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Plenary reconvened on 04 September 2003, with Mr. Lamberto V. Pia, Lead Shepherd, in the Chair. The Plenary adopted the remainder of the agenda.

III.
REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/STEERING COMMITTEE COORDINATORS/APEC PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND HEADS OF DELEGATION MEETING (S/SC/PD/HODS)

The Lead Shepherd informed the Plenary that the Meeting of the S/SC/PD/HODs Meeting was held for two days: 1-2 September 2003. He informed that the following were the highlights of the meeting:

1.  HODs agreed to refer to relevant Expert Groups the proposal to streamline working group meetings and the possibility of combining work of some expert groups;

2. Chinese Taipei briefed the TPT-WG on its experience as Website Administrator. It expressed willingness to continue as Website Administrator for the TPT-WG;

3. HODs focused their discussion in a number of APEC Management Issues such as counter-terrorism and the implementation of the Shanghai Accord especially in the areas of trade facilitation, pathfinder initiatives and transparency standards with the view to assisting Economies to meet their commitments to the Bogor Goals of free and open trade by 2010 for developed economies and 2020 for developing economies. They also discussed issues related to non-member participation and preparations for future TPT-WG meetings;

4. HODs arrived at a common understanding on the concept of a “pathfinder initiative” after a clarification was made by the APEC Secretariat;

5. The United States of America will succeed the Philippines as Lead Shepherd economy for TPT-WG Management year 2004-2005;

The Plenary endorsed the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs Report, with minor adjustments.
IV. REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure) (TPT-WG22/PLEN/4) and noted the attendance of Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Peoples Republic of China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; and Vietnam at the Steering Committee Meeting of Wednesday 3 September 2003.

Projects Completed Since the Last TPT-WG Meeting

The Plenary noted that the final Report of the Phase V Stage 3  Project was approved by the RTHP group and APEC Overseer. 

The Plenary also noted that the report of the Electronic Port Manifest project had been finalized.

Ongoing Projects and other issues

Plenary reviewed the progress reports of the various Expert Groups and Project Groups of the SC-CT and agreed to:

Air Services Group (Australia)

· note the positive progress towards liberalisation evidenced in the attached reports from New Zealand, Vietnam and China on air services liberalisation;

· note that this progress was reflected in the latest Annual Survey on Implementation of the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services;

· encourage all member economies to contribute to the Annual Survey to make it as effective as possible;

· note that the recommendations of the ICAO Fifth World Wide Air Transport Conference may necessitate changes to the Eight Steps for More Competitive Air Services, and that a draft of possible changes would be a matter for consideration at the next ASG meeting;

· note the reservations of some economies about cargo-only accession to the Multilateral Agreement on the Liberalisation of International Air Transportation (MALIAT), and note that there should be further discussions at the next ASG meeting, with the proposed text of such an arrangement to be provided, if available, to ASG members in advance of that meeting;

· note the intention of Australia to step aside as Chair of the ASG before its next meeting and encourage members economies to give positive consideration to nominating for the role of Chair; and

· note that there was no need for amendment to the Operational Plan for Air Services as a result of the latest meeting of the ASG.

Maritime Initiative (Japan)

·  note that the Volumes 1 and 2 of the TILF Special Account Project Facilitation of International Shipping Project were finalized inter-sessionally and that Volume 3 is still in a position of a working paper

· note that the MI also agreed to defer discussing project proposals for the studies “Harmonization of Liner Shipping” and “Support and Promotional Measures” to the next MI meeting and

· note the progress of the Maritime Initiative Group

Port Experts Group (Japan)

· note the new project of ‘Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region’ was proceeding to plan. 

· note that final reports of the “Port Investment”, and the “Port and Inter-modal Interface” projects would be finalized by the spring of 2004

· note progress of the on “Technical standards for the APEC region”, with the project to have one year of working schedule before completion.

· note the progress of the Port Experts Group, and take actions as appropriate:

Road Transport Harmonisation Project (RTHP)

· note that Mr. Chul-Hwan KIM was elected as the new chairman of RTHP;

· note that the final report of Phase V Stage 3, prepared by JASIC, was approved by the group;

· note that the RTHP is a responsible body for promoting harmonization of regulations;

· recommend that APEC economies be encouraged to develop their action plan towards promotion of harmonization on regulations under WP29;

· recommend that APEC economies not engaged in RTHP activities be encouraged to do so; and

· note that the RTHP opposes the proposal to merge the RTHP and the RSEG.

Intermodal Task Force (United States)

· note that four intermodal projects (1) “Phase I Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology”; (2) Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs; (3) Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Required Training Program Phase 2 are in process and progress is being monitored. Number (4) Intermodal Skills Case Study has been funded and is underway.

· note that the project on Mutual Recognition of Transport Professionals Stage 5 Intermodal and Logistics Managers model testing of Stage 4 has been approved for funding by BMC.

· note that the ITF, ITS and E-Commerce groups will continue to share and work together on intermodal issues of mutual interest with particular emphasis on secure and efficient transportation issues and projects.
· note that economies are encouraged to submit project proposals either jointly or individually on several items listed under future work that have not been addressed – namely “Intermodal Benefits”, “Passenger concerns including conflicts with freight movement”, “Air Cargo and Marine Land Connections”, and more recently “Short Sea Shipping to improve efficiency and reduce road congestion.”
· note work on the project Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills Phase 2 Development of Required Training Programs has progressed substantially and a final report is in process.
· support the ongoing projects of the ITF and endorse the future and joint work of the ITF as noted above.
Electronic Commerce (Australia)

· note the report of the electronic port manifest project has been finalised;

· note that economies have been requested to provide Australia with information on paperless trading initiatives so that Australia can update information on the EC web-page;

· note the proposal to re-offer the pilot electronic commerce training in maritime transport project, is deferred for consideration to the next meeting of the EC (TPT-WG23); and

· note that Canada, the United States of America and New Zealand will inter-sessionally investigate whether to submit a project proposal to examine transport’s progress in implementing the paperless trading goals of 2005/2010

· encourage economies to provide comments to Australia by 1 October on the draft final report of the APEC Paperless Trading demonstration - Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT message. 

· note the recommendations of the APEC Paperless Trading demonstration report will be considered in depth at TPT-WG23. 

· note the progress reports of the two: Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing;, and Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups projects. 

· note Australia’s paper and its initiative concerning the application of EAN.UCC standards; and 

· note Australia’s intention to step down from the chair of the EC group.

Investigation of Non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector Project (Australia)

· note that economies should provide Australia with comments inter-sessionally on the draft final report on the Investigation of non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector, and that the revised report and its recommendations be discussed in detail at TPT-WG23.

RESPONSE TO MINISTERIAL PRIORITIES

The Plenary agreed that the proposed list of TPT Actions in response to Ministers’ priorities in the areas of responsibility of the Steering Committee on Competitive Transport (including Infrastructure) would be finalized and reported to the Lead Shepherd out of session.

updating of the tpt-wg operational plan

The Plenary reviewed and approved the updates to the Operational Plan proposed as a result of the discussions of the Steering Committee on Competitive Transport (including Infrastructure).

V. REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (INCLUDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES)
The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including New Technologies) (TPT-WG22/PLE/CLOSING/5) and noted the attendance of the following economies at the Steering Committee meeting on Wednesday, 03 September 2003:


Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States.

A.
Projects Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting

Pending official APEC Secretariat review, the following project was completed: “100% Hold Baggage Screening Symposium” (TPTWG22/SCSE/3.6).

B.
ONGOING PROJECTS – NEXT STEPS

Aviation Safety Experts Group (United States)

· accept recommendation not to pursue the AMO project (TPTWG22/SCSE/3.1); 

· acknowledge that although aviation safety is important, the current work of the Aviation Safety Experts group in now complete; and

· consider reconstituting the group should an economy propose aviation safety projects in the future.

Experts Group on Maritime Safety (Canada)

· endorse the inter-sessional report of the Experts Group on Maritime Safety (TPTWG21/SCSE/3.2);

· recognize that AMNET has been awarded the contract for the project “Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies” and that an interim report was submitted to the Steering Committee;

· acknowledge that the “Port Baseline Demonstration Project” and the “Shipboard Ballast Water Sampling Project” were not approved and are being considered for re-submission;

· acknowledge EGMS’ successful presentation of “Maritime Security Initiatives by APEC” at the January 21-23, 2003 Conference on International Maritime and Port Security held in Singapore;

· recognize that the EGMS Chair has responded to the APEC Energy Working Group’s letter regarding security of Sea Transport Lanes with an offer to work cooperatively; and 

· request that another economy step forward to lead the EGMS.

ITS Experts Group (United States) 

· endorse the ITS Experts Group report (TPTWG22/SCSE/3.3);

· approve the development, on an inter-sessional basis, of a proposal for Phase 3 of the Secure Trade project in collaboration with the Intermodal Task Force and E-commerce Group. The development of this Secure Trade Project is consistent with direction from the APEC Transport Ministers through their joint statement issued in Lima, Peru;

· endorse the Group's upcoming joint workshop with ISO TC204 during the upcoming ITS World Congress in November in Madrid, Spain; and 

· endorse the preparation of a project proposal to develop an ITS World Standards Report.
Road Safety Experts Group (Chinese Taipei)

· endorse the Road Safety Experts Group’s report (TPTWG22/SCSE/3.4);

· note the progress of the TPT 01/2003 project;

· encourage all economies to provide comments on the proposal and RFP of project, “Initiatives for Improving Road Transportation Safety - Phase II”, and opinions of holding a new multi-day workshop; and

· encourage another economy to consider chairing the RSEG.

Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee (United States)

· endorse the interim SN&C Advisory Committee and GIT report (TPTWG22/SCSE/3.5);
· note economies’ progress in regards to implementing GNSS as a means of navigation for en route and non-precision approaches; 

· note the progress of funding mechanisms to initiate GIT work program;   

· encourage economies to prepare for WRC 2007 in regards to spectrum protection;

· urge economies to submit appropriate contact information for SN&C/GNSS experts to the SN&C Secretariat; and

· support the inclusion of the GIT program as a Pathfinder Initiative.

Transportation Security Experts Group (United States)
· endorse the TSEG’s Final Report (TPTWG22/SCSE/3.6);

· note the work of the TSEG and progress made in Human Capacity Building/Training Database and Checked/Hold Baggage Screening and Crisis Management;

· support the TSEG plan to continue outreach efforts in the area of 100% HBS, including a potential second symposium using existing or remaining funding and other self funding mechanisms;

· urge economies to actively participate in the pending APEC-sponsored counter-terrorism projects; and

· endorse the Subgroup’s nomination for observer status on the ICAO AVSEC Panel.

C. DRAFT WORK PROGRAM/FUTURE PROJECTS

Members of the TSEG recognize the need for continued outreach efforts in the area of Hold Baggage Screening with developing economies within APEC and also with the economies from which passengers arrive at the airports of APEC economies. A project proposal will be developed for urgent funding to enhance the recent successful 100% HBS Symposium and, through outreach efforts, conduct a second symposium with organizations such as the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).  APEC support for travel of developing economies may also be included in the project proposal.  A team consisting of Canada, Japan and New Zealand was formed to develop this project for submission inter-sessionally.

The Chair reviewed a proposal arising from the Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) requesting APEC fora to review their respective counter-terrorism action plans with the view to harmonize the TPT-WG’s efforts to provide consistency across the economies.  Canada has agreed to provide the TPT-WG with additional information on the review requested by the CTTF.  A proposal to review the action plans at a joint workshop of the economies is being developed.

The SCSE approved the development of the following projects for submission to the TPT-WG:

a. 100% Hold Baggage Screening (HBS) as a Pathfinder Initiative to take advantage of developing technologies and meeting the increasing needs of the economies growth;

b. International Ship and Port Security (ISPS) workshop as an urgent project proposal to prepare economies for the IMO’s July 2004 deadline to have ship and port security plans in place; and

c. Baggage/Hold Cargo Authorization study to determine if it is feasible for economies to implement programs that ensure baggage authorized by security authorities is placed on the correct aircraft, thereby minimizing rerouting of baggage.

D.
OUTSTANDING Issues

There were no outstanding issues.

      E.  MANAGEMENT ISSUES

The Chair reported on Australia’s proposal to restructure the TPT-WG, including an assessment of the TPT-WG’s working arrangements and, where possible, developing strategies for consolidation of Expert Groups and streamlining processes.  While the Steering Committee agreed with the concept, the current proposal, however, was not endorsed by the SCSE.

Guest status was addressed with the view that specific goals and objectives be understood and areas of guest participation be identified and coordinated with the Heads of Delegation (HODs), Steering Committee’s (SCs), and Expert Groups.

The Chair provided information and direction on newly instituted project and project management guidelines.  The Chair suggested that if the opportunity arose, members should visit the Secretariat’s offices in Singapore with the view to gain a better understanding of the process.

Chinese Taipei provided the Heads of Delegation (HODs) with a presentation on the administration of TPT-WG’s web site.  During the presentation, it was recommended that links be established to provide more information on the SN &C’s and ITS standards activities.  The Chair requested both groups to provide the required information to the website manager in Chinese Taipei.   

VI. REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING RESEARCH, TRAINING AND EDUCATION)

The plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research and Education) – SCHRD (TPT-WG22/PLEN/6. The attendees included 22 delegates representing 17 APEC member economies: Australia; Canada; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong; China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Vietnam. The APEC Secretariat Programme Director was also present as well as an observer from IMTA.

A. PROJECTS COMPLETED SINCE LAST TPT-WG MEETING

None 

B. ON-GOING PROJECTS – NEXT STEPS

Mutual Recognition of Qualifications for the Intermodal/logistics Manager (Australia)

· Note the progress report.

· Ask member economies to advise Australia if they are interested in participating in the project.

Gender Project Group (New Zealand)

· Urge all economies to nominate gender contact persons and submit contact details to New Zealand. 
· Ask other economies to volunteer to assume the role of TPT-WG Gender Focal Point.
Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies (Australia)
· Note the report on Aviation Law Training in APEC economies.

Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs (Australia)

· Note the progress of the project since the TPT-WG21 and the project’s milestones.

· Encourage economies to respond to surveys and interviews in order to support the project development.

Bilateral Training Projects Register (Australia)

· Note the progress report of the project.

· Encourage economies to continue to provide information to Australia and update regularly the Bilateral Training Projects Register.

Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs (CANADA)

· Note the progress of the project since the TPT-WG21.

· Encourage member economies to actively participate in the work of phase 2 of the project. 

 International Air Services Negotiations Training Course (Australia)

· Note the progress report.

· Ask member economies to advise Australia if they are interested in participating in the project.

 Intermodal Skills Workshop Kit (United States)
· Note the progress report.

C. NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

Seafarers Training – Phase III (Indonesia)

· The SCHRD approved the proposal for the Seafarers Training Project (Phase 3) with the understanding that the project proposal needs to be amended in consultation with the APEC Secretariat, to conform to BMC requirements and TPT guidelines, as well as to meet the Operational Account budget cycle. The approval is also conditional upon the action of a special session of the HOD following the HRD meeting at TPT-WG 22 to discuss the guidebook requirements for all TPT projects to be reviewed by experts groups.

· Note that the HOD meeting on September 3, 2003 (TPT-WG22) approved the project proposal subject to review and consultation by the APEC Secretariat and that the proposal be submitted at TPT-WG 23 for final approval and ranking.

D. TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN

· Endorse TPT Operational Plan Updates proposed in the areas of responsibility of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development.

E. RESPONSE TO MINISTERS PRIORITIES

· Endorse the proposed list of TPT Actions in Response to ministers’ Priorities, in the areas of responsibility of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development.

VII. 
APPROVAL OF THE TPT-WG OPERATIONAL PLAN

The TPT-WG reviewed and approved the updates to the Operational Plan, subject to typographical amendments and revisions raised. Korea, as host economy was requested to transmit the finalized version of the Operational Plan for uploading at the TPT-WG Website.  

VIII.
APPROVAL AND RANKING OF NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

The Plenary approved the re-submission to the APEC Secretariat the following project proposals:

The Plenary ranked the following new project proposals and approved to endorse them to the BMC for funding consideration during their next meeting.

IX.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TPT-WG MEETINGS

China will host the 23rd APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting in March or April, 2004, subject to clearance from appropriate authorities. Thailand will host the 24th APEC TPT-WG Meeting, the dates and venue will be communicated at a later date. Indonesia will host in Bali the 4th Transportation Ministerial Meeting in late July or early August, 2004 with the following economies reconfirming  as  “Friends of the Host”: Philippines, the United States of America, Australia, Peru and Canada.
XI.
APPROVAL OF THE CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chair’s Final Report was approved by the Plenary. The Lead Shepherd delivered his closing remarks and thanked again the host economy for hosting the TPT/22 Meeting as well as  the Meeting Secretariat for their excellent management of the meeting.

He expressed support of the Steering Committee Coordinators and Heads of Delegation they have extended to him and the Philippines as Lead Shepherd economy.
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