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The 23rd meeting of the Group on Services (hereinafter referred to as “the meeting”) was held in Santiago, Chile from 27 to 28 February 2004.  The meeting was chaired by Mr Kim Jin-dong, Regional Cooperation Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Korea.  Twenty (20) economies were represented: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Republic of the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America and Vietnam.  Mr Alan Bowman, Chair of the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) attended part of the meeting on 27 February, and the APEC Secretariat was present during the entire meeting.

I. Opening remarks 

1. Mr Kim Jin-dong, as acting Convenor (for the purpose of this Summary Record only hereinafter referred to as the “Convenor”), opened the meeting.  He explained that former Convenor, Amb. Choi Seok-young, had been designated by Korea, the incoming host economy, as Deputy Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat, and as a consequence, was not able to carry out any role entitled to a member economy, including Convenorship of GOS.  The Convenor briefed the meeting on the on-going efforts to select a new convenor.  He appreciated the contingency work done by the APEC Secretariat in preparation for this meeting. 
2. Chile, as host economy, welcomed delegates from economies to the first 2004 GOS meeting in Santiago.
II. Adoption of the Meeting Agenda 

3. The meeting adopted the draft meeting agenda which had been circulated and discussed inter-sessionally (2004/SOMI/GOS/001).
III.  Summary Record of the previous meeting 

4. After making modifications regarding the discussion of services transparency standards as proposed by the United States (2004/SOMI/GOS/002), the meeting adopted the Convenor’s Summary Record of the 22nd GOS meeting held in Phuket, Thailand, on 14-15 August. The summary record was drafted by the Secretariat on behalf of the Convenor.

IV.  Leaders/Ministers/SOM decisions and CTI Priorities

5. The CTI Chair attended the meeting to inform participants of the CTI priorities, and to explain what the CTI expected from GOS in the implementation of those priorities.   He stressed that the CTI would expect GOS to be proactive in pursuing, inter alia, four of the five CTI priorities: Support for the WTO; Implementation of the Trade Facilitation Action Plan; Implementation of the Pathfinder Initiatives; and Implementation of APEC Transparency Standards. 

Support for the WTO

5.1. The CTI Chair commended GOS’s efforts to share information regarding the WTO services negotiations.  He asked GOS to go beyond information sharing and to think of common positions and develop language for the Ministerial Statement to move things forward in the WTO negotiations.  In this regard, he underscored the importance of capacity building activities related to the WTO services negotiations.

Implementation of the Trade Facilitation Action Plan

He reminded participants that GOS should work on two elements that all CTI sub-groups are expected to undertake; (a) reduction of five percent of transaction costs and (2) measurement of such reduction.  He also emphasized that this exercise would render benefits for the business community.  

Implementation of the APEC transparency

5.2. He commended GOS’s efforts leading to the adoption of transparency standards for services and stressed the importance of their implementation.  He explained that the CTI expects GOS (a) to undertake capacity building projects, (b) to work with the business community to identify the most important services transparency standards to implement, and (c) to review legal regimes of member economies against transparency standards with an eye to improvements.

Implementation of the Pathfinder Initiatives

5.3. He stressed that GOS is expected to play a special role in implementing the Trade and Digital Economy Pathfinder; GOS should help pathfinder economies make progress.  He stressed that capacity building might be a way forward. 
Implementation of the APEC Structural Reform Action Plan

5.4. He asked GOS to try to make a contribution in relation to the structural reform, though this priority CTI is expecting other sub-groups mostly to undertake this work.
Other important issues

RTAs/FTAs

5.5. He informed the meeting that RTAs/ FTAs would be one of the 2004 host economy’s priorities and that there would be a high level dialogue to be held at the margins of SOM II meeting.   He recommended that GOS focus on the transparency issue to make its contribution to this effort.

Midterm review

5.6. He informed the meeting that Korea, as next host economy, had been working on the preparation of the mid-term stock-take, for which APEC is to measure the collective achievement of the Osaka Action Agenda (OAA) including services.  He indicated that GOS can expect to be tasked to measure progress on servicesliberalization.  

Trade and Security 
5.7. He clarified that the CTI had no specific proposals for services, but asked GOS to study the impact of security concerns and to be proactive about providing views.

APEC reform

5.8. He informed the meeting that, as a part of the reform process, the CTI would focus primarily on a priority agenda so that the CTI will have clear deliverables and make its meetings more efficient.  

Coordination with sub-fora

5.9. He informed that the CTI had decided to closely interact with its sub-fora.   

Change of Convenor

5.10. He encouraged GOS members to elect a new convenor among themselves, and explained the CTI would also be willing to help GOS in this regard.

1. Support for the WTO

6. According to the suggestion by the Convenor, the meeting discussed this agenda item together with agenda item V.5.

2. Implementation of the Trade Facilitation Action Plan

a. Inputs received from services-related Working Groups (Telecommunications, Transportation, Tourism, and Energy). 

7. For the information of the meeting, the APEC Secretariat tabled copies of the annual reports of services-related Working Groups (Telecommunications, Transportation, Tourism, and Energy: 3Ts 1E) and summarized their activities related to trade facilitation (2004/SOMI/GOS/003).  The Convenor encouraged GOS members, when developing future work plans of GOS, to take into account work being done by those four working groups.  The meeting noted the document.
b. Implementation of APEC Trade Facilitation Principles 

8. The Convenor urged that GOS be more effective in implementing the Trade Facilitation Action Plan, reminding the meeting that GOS was required to report its activities in this regard to the Ministers Responsible for Trade (MRT).  He suggested that though the Action Plan did not have a separate section for services, GOS could contribute to trade facilitation in APEC through work in areas such as mutual recognition.  He encouraged member economies to be creative in this regard, saying that GOS need not stick to the Plan per se.  

9. The United States underscored the importance of transparency with regard to trade facilitation, saying that transparency in domestic regulation plays a vital role in facilitating global services trade and that the APEC transparency standards for services were an important contribution to the goal of trade facilitation.   Chile echoed the United States’ idea and further suggested that GOS develop a directory of professional services which would provide information on procedures, restrictions or requirement on trade in services, not only at central but also at sub-central levels.  Chile added that this type of information would be important, particularly for the small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs).  Canada stressed that trade facilitation was set as one of the priorities this year and its project proposal on transparency in mode-4 would contributeto the goal of trade facilitation.  Canada also stressed the importance of capacity building efforts in services, and informed the meeting that Canada was ready to work on this issue with developing economies.  The Convenor also reminded the meeting that the current IAP chapters on services would  be useful as a guide to facilitating trade in services.   He encouraged like-minded GOS members to develop a proposal for an ion programme of action that GOS could approve and implement.  

10. The Convenor informed the meeting that each forum is to report to the Ministers Responsible for Trade (MRT) its progress in the implementation of the APEC Trade Facilitation Principles, and introduced a draft GOS report (2004/SOMI/GOS/004).  He made it clear that the draft should be a living document to be updated until it is submitted to the MRT by way of the CTI II, and advised that GOS was to finalize that document by GOS II.   The meeting noted the draft document.
3. Implementation of the pathfinder initiatives 

11. According to the Convenor’s suggestion, the meeting combined discussion of this agenda item with agenda item VI, Statement to Implement APEC Policies on Trade and the Digital Economy.   

12. The Convenor recalled that in 2003 Ministers Responsible for Trade had endorsed a United States' proposal on Next Steps for the Leaders' Digital Economy Pathfinder Agreement (2003/APEC/MRT/005) that included making offers in the WTO services negotiations that covered areas critical to e-commerce, and asked the United State to report progress in its   follow-up.  The United States presented a paper that provided the definition of express delivery servicesin the United States' GATS Schedule of Specific Commitments, saying that the paper was for information, and provided as an example for other economies to use for their own offers including express delivery services modified for their relevant conditions. (2004/SOMI/GOS/021)   Highlighting the significance of express delivery services in the context of international trade, the United States urged that economies provide clear definitions of express delivery service within their GATS schedule of specific commitments and recommended that this work begin with members updating the express delivery portion of the digital trade template.  

13. Economies pointed out that the United States' proposals could have significant implications and they needed to consult with relevant domestic authorities.  The meeting agreed to ask the United States to further clarify its suggestion in writing with respect to making commitments in GATS negotiations so that economies may go through necessary domestic consultations.  The United States reminded the meeting that Leaders has already endorsed the Digital Economy Pathfinder Initiative, and agreed to bring more specific proposals to the next meeting.  The meeting took note of the United States' paper and its suggestion on the GATS negotiations.  The meeting agreed to further discuss this issue at the next GOS meeting. 

14. The meeting discussed if GOS could explore a new pathfinder initiative.  There was no specific proposal in this regard from member economies.  The Convenor recalled that GOS had discussed the possibility of new pathfinder initiatives based on PECC’s proposals on the Menu of Options (MOOs).  In order to further discuss this matter at the next meeting, he asked economies to refer to discussions and papers that GOS had in 2003.

4. Implementation of the APEC Transparency Standards for Services 

15. The United States tabled a paper on transparency (2004/SOMI/GOS/022) to follow up the Transparency by 2005: Implementing Leaders’ Transparency Standards document (2003/APEC/MRT/008) that had been endorsed at the MRT in 2003.   The United States’ proposed five first steps as initial proposed actions in the paper and made additional suggestions for concrete action verbally for this purpose, including: 

· GOS to draft language to add to the services chapter of the IAP template based on transparency standards for services agreed in 2003.  The United States asked GOS members to provide their inputs for the United States' proposed addition by the end of March 2004, to be submitted to the GOS by 15 April 2004 and welcomed GOS members to produce their own proposals.

· GOS to conduct capacity building through having information sharing sessions beginning with GOS II 2004 concerning how each member implemented the transparency standards with regard to their domestic legal regimes and how they addressed impediments they faced for  implementation.

· Another option could be a GOS project focusing on capacity building for transparency standards for services which could be undertaken jointly by a group of member economies to capture the diversity of APEC.

16. Malaysia, Philippines and China expressed their concern that they would be unable to agree on any work plan in this regard at this stage without domestic consultations with relevant authorities.  The United States pointed out, in response, that all the language in its written proposal was  endorsed by Ministers to implement Leaders' decision obligating member economies to implement the transparency standards and should be familiar to member economies.   Economies also asked for further clarification from the United States concerning the proposed addition to the IAP template and that the proposed steps conveyed verbally be conveyed in writing with more details on methodology, etc.  Summing up, the Convenor reminded the meeting that transparency standards were not a new issue but had been discussed in APEC and endorsed by Ministers and Leaders.  He stated his view that GOS should limit its debate to how it would implement the standards.  The meeting did not reach consensus on on the United States' proposal but took note of it as well as responses from Malaysia, Philippines and China.  The meeting decided to continue to discuss implementation of the services transparency standards at GOS II 2004.

17. Australia informed the meeting, in this connection, that the Market Access Group (MAG) had produced a short paper on commonality of domestic consultation processes of member economies, and indicated that Australia might consider if it could make a presentation at the next meeting on a possible similar approach in GOS. 

5. Implementation of the APEC Structural Reform Action Plan 

18. Japan briefed the meeting that the APEC Structural Reform Action Plan was adopted at CSOM, endorsed by the AMM and recognized by ALEM in 2003 (2004/SOMI/GOS/006).  Japan further informed the meeting that it planned a high level symposium on structural reform in September 2004 (2004/SOMI/GOS/018) and asked active participation of experts from member economies.   The United States commented that lack of transparency was the most often cited structural impediment to services trade and investment and suggested GOS examine such impediments.  The United States further cited the recent GOS  work on Part III of its Menu of Options so that APEC members could build up transparent and impartial regulatory frameworks as particularly relevant in this regard.

19. Without prejudging the possible outcome, the Convenor recommended economies to consider how GOS could make contributions to the implementation of the Action Plan.

6. Statement to Implement APEC Policies on Trade and the Digital Economy 

20. The meeting discussed this item together with the agenda item IV. 4. (See point 11 through 14)

7. ABAC Recommendations 

21. The Group reviewed ABAC’s recommendations for 2003 that the APEC Secretariat had summarized in a paper (2004/SOMI/GOS/007).  The Convenor said that, though ABAC does not directly interact with APEC sub-fora, GOS is expected to respond to ABAC’s recommendations.  He highlighted some of the services-related recommendations made by ABAC.  The United States pointed out that its  proposal on express delivery services, if adopted, would contribute to GOS’s response to ABAC's recommendation to do futher work on the classification of new service sectors.  The United States also planned to propose that the MRT push forward services liberalization negotiations in GATS, and encourage APEC members which had not made offers in GATS negotiation, to do so before the AELM in Santiago.

V. Collective Action Plans (CAP)

1. 2004 GOS work plan on Services CAP 

22. The meeting discussed the 2004 work plan of the Services CAP that the APEC Secretariat drafted in the absence of the Convenor (2004/SOMI/GOS/008).  The Convenor said that the paper would need to be continuously revised to reflect progress of GOS’s works until it is submitted to Ministers through the CTI. 

23. Chile proposed that GOS have a database for tracking progress t on the Services CAP, referring to the SCCP, which had developed one.  It suggested that such a document would help GOS not only to implement CAP in accordance with clear deadlines, but also to understand what economies have already done to liberalize services and who implementation is going.  The Convenor informed the meeting that at the SOM level there were on-going efforts to introduce a tasking database as a management tool, and commented that it would be useful if GOS could have a tool to improve its own planning.  The meeting welcomed Chile’s volunteering to put more concrete ideas forward at the next meeting and encouraged economies to join Chile’s work inter-sessionally.

2. CAP I) Develop and implement the Menu of Options for Voluntary Liberalization, Facilitation and Promotion of Economic and Technical Cooperation in Services Trade and Investment (Phase III). 

a. Follow-up of the Menu of Options (MOO) 
24. The meeting discussed how to follow up the MOOs that  GOS adopted in 2003.  The Convenor briefed the meeting that GOS completed the MOOs through a three-phase project.  He stressed that, though the MOOs did not require action on the part of member economies, follow-up of the MOOs would enrich discussions in GOS regarding: identification of further action items on trade in services; and the implementation of priorities of CTI and SOM.   He also reminded that PECC, as the project coordinator, had put forward suggestions on the follow-up of the MOOs such as (a) transparency in services through the e-IAPs and (b) capacity building in the area of regulatory impact analysis.  The United States noted that its proposal on implementing the services transparency standards could also serve as a follow-up action item of the MOOs, and further suggested that GOS pursue a harmonized format for the services chapter of the IAPs.   The Group noted the published MOOs papers and the suggestion from the United States.  

b. Project Evaluation Report of MOOs phase III 

25. Chinese Taipei presented the evaluation report of CTI 04/2002T, and informed the meeting that the project had been completed in time (2004/SOMI/GOS/009).  The meeting adopted the report. 

3. CAP I d): Study and carry out work concerning the development and adoption of common professional standards, in conjunction with professional accreditation bodies and needed legislative measures.

Trade in Health Services

26. Japan briefed the meeting on the outcomes of the APEC Seminar on Trade and Health Services which was held on the margins of SOM III 2003 (2004/SOMI/GOS/010);   

· Experts from economies and international organizations such as the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the International Council of Nurses (ICN) attended and discussed the importance, expectation and benefits of trade in health services.   They touched upon issues such as a multi-layered approach (combination of multilateral, regional, bilateral approach) and an interdisciplinary approach.  

· Several speakers suggested that work on information exchange, better data collection and dissemination, transparency, education and cooperative work on national standards would be helpful for APEC members.  Participants of the Seminar shared the view that it would be appropriate to continue to pay attention to this issue, and to consider  follow-up in the future on some of the matters discussed at the seminar. .  

27. Korea commented that issues raised in the seminar could be useful for members’ preparations for GATS negotiations and requested Japan to share materials presented during the seminar.  Japan agreed to disseminate such materials to all GOS members.  The meeting noted Japan’s briefing.

28. Canada informed the meeting that the outcomes of a similar seminar on health services whose outcomes Canada had offered to share with GOS members were not published yet.  It further confirmed that Canada would share that information once it became available.  The meeting noted and appreciated Canada’s offer.

Recognition in the area of professional services

29. Chile tabled a project proposal for urgent funding concerning a symposium on mutual recognition to be held on the margins of SOM III (2004/SOMI/GOS/011 rev2).  The purpose of that symposium is to provide an overview of recognition regimes in each economy, in particular, regarding licensing.  The United States informed the meeting that it had consulted with Chile on this project proposal intersessionally and summarized particular points.   These concerned the necessity to discuss both governmental and professional association approaches to MRAs; prevention of impact on on-going negotiations; focused scope of the project; and budgetary implications.  Korea suggested that this project not duplicate work being done in other APEC fora including by the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) on engineering services.  Chile incorporated suggestions made by economies and accordingly submitted a revised project proposal.  The APEC Secretariat advised that, if necessary, it may need to comment on the budget items before it is submitted to the BMC.  The meeting agreed to put forward this project to the CTI for its further approval.

30. Indonesia tabled a project proposal on skill standardization for the nursing profession which GOS had begun to discuss in 2003 (2004/SOMI/GOS/023).  It explained that the project was designed to introduce a capacity building programme in terms of training related professional associations.  The Convenor informed the meeting that GOS would make a decision on this project at GOS II.  Indonesia asked for inter-sessional comments from members.  The meeting took note of the project proposal.  
Sharing information with other APEC fora

31. According to the decision made at GOS III 2003, for the information of the Group regarding the mutual recognition issue, the APEC Secretariat tabled the copy of the annual report of the Human Resources Development Working Group (HRDWG) to SOM (2004/SOMI/GOS/012).  The Convenor pointed out that the reportdid not actually refer to any MRAs but gave an idea of the Working Group's work related to MRAs.  The meeting noted the report and the comment of the Convenor. 

4. CAP III) Improve understanding of the impact of liberalization of services.

a. Project: Evaluation Report of the Studies on the costs and benefits of services trade liberalization 

32. Indonesia briefed the meeting on the progress of each sectoral study in detail, and informed that the project had been completed successfully and that the expert's final evaluation report was being published soon (2004/SOMI/GOS/020).  It asked the APEC Secretariat to distribute the final product at the next GOS meeting.  

33. The Convenor asked the GOS small group for project evaluation to submit its comments on this evaluation report so that GOS could submit its own final evaluation report to the Budget and Management Committee (BMC).  The APEC Secretariat advised on the procedure of project evaluations.  The meeting took note of the expert's evaluation report at this meeting envisaging a final GOS project completion approval at the next meeting after receiving comments by the small group.

b. Project: Progress Report of trade liberalization and facilitation of  environmental services on APEC Economies 

34. China briefed the meeting on the progress of the project that experts had almost finished literature studies but had yet to complete field trips.  It asked for assistance from relevant economies regarding visas for the experts.  It also informed the meeting that more replies to the questionnaire of the project team would help the team produce better outcomes.  The Convenor asked economies that had not replied to provide their inputs to the project team to do so.  The meeting noted the progress report from China. 

5. CAP IV) Where appropriate and possible to the WTO’s work on services, including through: identification of APEC services related work projects as inputs to consideration of services trade issues by the WTO Council for Trade in Services and its subsidiary bodies; and information exchange and technical assistance, to support GOS Members´ preparations for successful participation in WTO services negotiations.

35. (According to the suggestion by the Convenor, the meeting discussed this agenda item together with the agenda IV.1.)  Chile briefed the meeting on the outcomes of the APEC Geneva Caucus held on 19 February 2004 where APEC members discussed issues on (a) APEC’s political support for the WTO, (b) areas where APEC and the WTO can produce synergy, (c) participation of Geneva-based APEC missions in APEC seminars, (d) Russia’s accession to the WTO and (e) the next meeting.  The meeting noted and appreciated Chile’s briefing.
a. Progress in the ongoing WTO services negotiations

36. Korea and Chile as Watch Group reported to the meeting about the recent progress in the WTO services negotiations.  Korea reported that there had not been significant progress in the services negotiations in the WTO; the single undertaking was not successful in the Cancun Ministerial Meeting, though the negotiations in services area had been rather smooth compared to other areas and APEC had successfully sent a strong message to the WTO negotiations.  Korea also informed that, although the special session in Council of Services Trade did not take place, the negotiations were officially restarted as new chairs of negotiation groups were chosen.  Korea commented that fifty-five (55) WTO members have submitted their offers, but both n terms of the number and the quality of offers, there should have been more effort from the WTO members.   It further commented that the unsatisfactory level of offers might be caused by the lack of technical capacity of some economies, and consequently suggested that GOS find a way to assist economies in building capacity to make offers in services. Korea also suggested that GOS review progress on the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) in order to enhance APEC members’ negotiation in the WTO.

37. Chile also briefed the meeting on recent developments in WTO services negotiations, in particular, works undertaken by subsidiary bodies.  It explained the current status of discussions regarding GATS rules such as subsidies, safeguards, government procurement, and elaborated on discussions regarding specific service sectors.   Chile commented that it had an impression that the WTO services negotiations did not yet provide meaningful commercial opportunities, and that developments had been slow.  It suggested that members maintain patience and that GOS help economies to better participate in those negotiations.
38. China added its observation regarding the dynamics of the WTO services negotiations, and commented that, though there had been some progress, the services negotiations  faced  difficulties, in contrast to the market access negotiations, in the area of rule-related issues.  The United States proposed that GOS members who are also WTO members table services offers by the 2004 AELM.  This will help GOS continue to contribute to the near-term goals of receiving meaningful offers from a majority of WTO members.  
39. Malaysia underscored that among other issues that the WTO negotiations had dealt with, the emergency safeguards measures (ESM) would be of particular interest to developing economies.  Malaysia indicated that it would bring some ideas and/or proposals to the next GOS meeting so that GOS could make contribution in this regard.  Indonesia supported Malaysia’s idea.  Chile suggested that GOS concentrate on those issues on which  members shared a common interest such as mode-4 or subsidies.  The Convenor suggested that it would be easier for GOS to focus on public-goods-type issues that are of interest of all members in the area of ESMs while  continuing to explore ways to contribute to other services negotiations issues.  He encouraged members to bring a list of their issues of interest to the next GOS meeting so that GOS could identify issues of shared interest and concern.  The meeting welcomed Malaysia’s volunteering to explore ideas on the ESM at the next meeting.  The meeting further appreciated Malaysia’s accepting the request for a volunteer to provide a WTO Watch Group report at GOS II. 
Subsidies in services

40. Chile tabled a paper that it had submitted to the WTO designed to provide basic information on types of subsidies (2004/SOMI/GOS/013).  Chile said that in the case of services the nature of subsidies is difficult to define and that this exercise might help economies discuss solutions to issues concerning Article 15 of GATS.  While welcoming the idea on an exchange of information regarding the inventory of subsidies on a voluntary basis, the United States expressed its strong reservation against any possible counter-notification approach where economies attempt to define subsidies in other economies.  The meeting agreed to continue the discussion at the next GOS meeting with the voluntary provision of information by economies, and asked Chile to take the lead at the next meeting.  Chile will ask economies’ inter-sessional assistance in preparation for the discussion.

WTO Capacity building; exchange of views on scheduling commitments in GATS

41. Chile raised an issue of interpretation regarding commitment schedules for services market access, presenting examples of how differently economies interpreted their own regulations or restrictions in the context of GATS.  Chile proposed that GOS go through a discussion regarding problems on scheduling commitments and seek a possibility of a better understanding.  Philippines reminded that the WTO had already arranged a programme to help its members understand matters related to scheduling.  Korea and the United States echoed Philippines’ point but supported Chile’s proposal, saying that, in case existing guidelines could not provide a sufficient solution, GOS should discuss matters that could encourage economies to submit their commitments.  The meeting welcomed the Chile’s offer to lead a discussion at the next GOS meeting.  The Convenor asked Chile to prepare written material to facilitate understanding and discussions among economies. 

b. Transparency for Mode 4 initiative

42. Canada presented a project proposal on a symposium on transparency for mode 4 to be held on the margins of SOM III in which economies would discuss how to meet the challenges in the negotiations on GATS schedules, and how to release information on mode-4 commitments (2004/SOMI/GOS/019 rev2).  It explained that the purpose of that symposium is ultimately to develop a template usable for all APEC member economies which provides information on mode-4 commitments and that the proposal would be in direct response to two key priorities of Leaders, Ministers -- in particular, to the Ministerial statement 2003 -- and SOM: (a) trade facilitation and (b) transparency.   The meeting agreed to put forward this proposal to the CTI for its further approval.

43. The United States agreed that Canada’s proposal to develop a common approach for voluntarily providing additional information concerning measures that pertain to each economy’s Mode 4 commitments would address various stakeholders’ indication that such additional information would be useful.   Even though many economies publicize their relevant information, it is can sometimes be difficult to access such information.  The United States further proposed that the information compiled through the symposium could appear on the APEC website.  Korea and China reminded that the Informal Expert Group on Business Mobility (IEGBM) might be the more relevant forum to handle Mode 4 issues, except for issues related to specific professions or licensing authorities. The Convenor suggested that this project, if approved, touch upon other Mode 4 related issues such as labour issues.  Canada said that the IEGBM primarily deals with technical aspects related to immigration rather than trade policies on services, and confirmed that its project proposal was designed to involve the IEGBM and to incorporate labour issues. 
VI. Other business

1. GOS documents to be presented at CTI

44. The meeting discussed the draft Convenor’s report to the CTI I (2004/SOMI/GOS/014 rev2).  After having it modified to incorporate progress made during this meeting, the meeting agreed to put forward this report to the CTI I. 
45. The meeting ranked the project proposals as follows through unsigned submissions of opinions from attending member economies:

	Rank
	Project Proposal

	1
	Symposium on Mutual Recognition Agreements

	2
	Transparency Of Mode 4 Commitments


2. Broaden contact list on service experts

46. APEC Secretariat briefed the meeting on the latest GOS contact list (2004/SOMI/GOS/015, 016) and requested each member to update, as often as necessary, any changes made in their services experts.  The meeting noted the latest contact lists.
3. Work plan with outside organisations 

47. The Convenor encouraged economies to deliberate ways to respond to Minister’s call for greater engagement with the business sector, other organisations and stakeholders.  The meeting will continue to discuss this topic at the next GOS meeting.
4. Briefing on recent developments in APEC 

48. The APEC Secretariat tabled a report on recent APEC-wide developments including decisions made in the upper fora (2004/SOMI/GOS/017).   The APEC Secretariat highlighted that the APEC Secretariat strengthened its outreach and communications activities through an e-news letter, and requested GOS members and its project overseers to provide news-worthy information.  The meeting noted the APEC Secretariat’s report.
VII.  Future meetings 

49. Chile as host economy briefed the meeting that the 2004 GOS II will be arranged in Pucón at the end of May 2004.

VIII.  Meeting Documents

50. The Meeting considered the public release of documents tabled at the meeting (2004/SOMI/GOS/000), and decided to release all documents except for three draft documents which had yet to be finalized (2004/SOMI/GOS/018; 022; 023).  The APEC Secretariat will distribute those classified document only to GOS members upon request.

IX.  Summary and conclusions

51. The Convenor expressed his gratitude to member economies for their cooperation during the meeting, and expressed the wish that another economy take on the role of Convenor from the next meeting.  He also expressed his appreciation for support from Chile as host economy and from the APEC Secretariat.  
______________________________
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