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BUSINESS MOBILITY 

CONVENOR’S SUMMARY REPORT TO 2ND CTI MEETING 2004

1. Major Developments since the 1st CTI meeting (including the major outcomes of the sub-forum meetings at Pucon prior to the 2nd CTI meeting) with respect to progress made in their 2004 work programs/plans, particularly in response to CTI Priorities: 
(a)
Support for the WTO;

The BMG is implementing various agreed standards that facilitate trade through streamlining the movement of business people.  The standards are consistent with objectives of the WTO General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), specifically Mode 4.  These include: 

· The APEC Business Travel Card scheme, or visa waiver or 3 year multiple entry visas for short term business entry; 

· The agreed 30 day processing service standard for temporary visa applications for intra company transferees (executives, managers and specialists (the latter group as defined by each economy);

· agreement to consider streamlining access for spouses of intra company transferees to work rights; 

· agreed standards for progressive implementation of e-commerce arrangements; 

· implementation of agreed standards for travel document security, professional service, immigration legal infrastructure and travel document examination;

· implementation of Advance Passenger Information systems; and

· progressing work to develop a regional movement alerts list system.

Developments since SOMI:

APEC Travel Card

Indonesia commenced operations on 1 May 2004, bringing the total number of participating members which are operational to 14.  More announcements of participation are expected this year and both Singapore and PNG are expected to become operational within the next 6-12 months.

Singapore’s Trade Minister is to formally sign onto the ABTC scheme at the MRT meeting on 2-3 June 2004.

Travel Document Security 

A second workshop was held on 10-12 March 2004 in Sydney to assist economies undertake a self assessment of their existing regimes against the standards which were agreed at SOMI 2004.  This is the second phase of the TILF project to improve economies’ travel documents, related systems and the application of biometrics, as called for by Leaders in their 2002 STAR Initiative. 

Legal Infrastructure 

The BMG agreed on Legal Infrastructure standards at its SOMI meeting 2004.  As further agreed, economies are currently self assessing their legislation against the standards and the BMG is currently considering how best to meet economies’ capacity building needs in this area.  

Advance Passenger Information (API) systems 

See below under ‘Pathfinder Initiatives’ for update.

Regional Movement Alert List System

The BMG is developing a pilot project as a first stage towards the development of a regional movement alert list system.  The first stage pilot will utilise an existing alert information system (CAPERS) which Chile is to pilot in 2005.  The CAPERS system is currently managed by the Customs agencies of Australia, NZ and the US and will be expanded to include immigration alert information. 

The intention is to make CAPERS available to all economies pending a successful evaluation of the pilot – the evaluation is expected to be wholly successful and that other economies will be able to join the initiative in 2005 when they are ready and able to do so.  

A TILF proposal is submitted to the CTI which seeks APEC funds for training purposes to assist economies participate in the CAPERS initiative in 2005-2006.  

(b)
Trade and Investment Facilitation (including IPR);

BMG identified Trade Facilitation Actions and Measures as options for member economies to draw on for their Trade Facilitation Action Plan.  The BMG is assisting economies to implement through capacity building  assistance in respect of:

· Temporary Entry Arrangements, Including The APEC Business Travel Card Scheme And/Or Agreed Short Term Entry Arrangements; 

· E-Commerce;

· Advance Passenger Information Systems;

· Professional Service;

· Travel Document Security, Including Biometric Applications; 

· Document Fraud Examination; and  

· Immigration Legal Infrastructure.

Major development s since SOMI 2004: see under (a) above for progress report. 

(c)
Implementation of the APEC Transparency Standards;

The BMG agreed on specific business mobility transparency standards in 2003.  At SOMI the BMG agreed to self assess their Immigration regimes against the agreed standards before SOMII.  Of those economies that have completed their self-assessment, most reported that they fully meet or mostly meet the BMG Transparency standards. 

The BMG considered a proposed IAP template incorporating the standards at SOMII. 

Implementation of Pathfinder Initiatives (where appropriate); and


Progress continues to be made on implementation of the agreed API  Pathfinder Implementation Plan by the BMG.  
· APEC standards for the implementation of API systems were agreed in May 2003.  The agreement meets Leaders’ directive for standards in their 2002 STAR Initiative.  
· As at April 2004, API feasibility studies have been conducted in 7 economies: Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, Korea, Chinese Taipei and Chile.  Final reports have been presented to Thailand, Chile and Indonesia.  Other reports are nearing completion. 

· A further 6 economies are scheduled for studies in 2004: China, Peru, Singapore, Brunei Darussalam, Mexico and PNG. 
· Australia will be working cooperatively with Hong Kong to implement an API system.
· Economies which have implemented or formally announced their commitment to implementation at Leaders meetings in 2003 included Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Thailand and the United States.  Thailand advised at SOMI 2004, it is to implement an API system at Bangkok Airport in October 2004.  Korea has also advised it will implement an API system by January 2005.  Malaysia has implemented an API system for sea arrivals.
· Further announcements of commitment to implement API are expected this year. 
(e)
Contribution to the implementation of the APEC Structural Reform Action Plan (where applicable). 
Not applicable to the BMG.

2.
Budget Proposals for the 2nd BMC Meeting of the Year

TILF proposal is submitted for decision by CTI:

TITLE: IEGBM - APEC Capacity Building – First Stage Regional Movement Alert system  - Training Assistance

REQUESTED BUDGET: APEC US$ 27,700 (self financed: $US 30, 400)

3.
Forecasts of TILF Outcomes/Deliverables for 2004

· Expansion of participation in the APEC Business Travel Card scheme 

· Further commitments by economies to API implementation 
· Significant progress on implementation of first stage pilot of a regional movement alert list (RMAL) system  
· Agreement on IAP reporting on Transparency standards 
· agreement on standards for travel document security and legal infrastructure and progressive implementation of standards (achieved at SOMI) 
· updated entries from all economies on economies’ temporary entry regimes in the APEC Business Travel Handbook 
· agreement on a BMG promotional strategy 
· progressive implementation of travel document examination and professional service standards in accordance with agreed standards
· implementation of agreed standards for streamlined temporary entry by member economies. 
4.
Decision Points Needed from CTI
Decision required on proposed TILF proposal: TITLE: “IEGBM - APEC Capacity Building – First Stage Regional Movement Alert system  - Training Assistance”
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