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1. Report of the 2nd Life Sciences Forum. 

The LSIF Chair will present the summary outcomes of the 2nd Life Sciences Forum held September 16-17 in Penang, Malaysia. Nobel Laureate Dr. Lee Hartwell, President and Director of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center was a keynote speaker and important contributor to the Forum’s work. The Forum discussed the draft LSIF strategic plan and the prospect for collective actions going forward.

2. Review of the Draft Strategic Plan (Discussion led by LSIF Chair)

In October 2003, Ministers and Leaders directed officials to complete the LSIF strategic plan for their review at their meeting in November 2004 in Santiago. The LSIF Chair circulated a draft strategic plan to the LSIF Planning Group on August 2, 2004 for comments by economies no later than August 30, 2004. Comments were incorporated into the draft plan and the revised version was circulated to the Planning Group on September 10 and reviewed by the LSIF II September 16-17, as instructed. 

The suggestions made by LSIF II will be circulated to the Planning Group in summary form by September 22, 2004. The Planning Group will review the strategic plan and LSIF II suggestions with a view to endorsing these in principle. SOM will be asked to direct the drafting group to complete the strategic plan by October 18, 2004 for circulation and comment by delegations and intersessional approval by the SOM.

3. LSIF Readiness Assessments (Chinese Taipei, Thailand)

Chinese Taipei and Thailand are invited to present the results and conclusions of their LSIF Readiness Assessment Pilot Projects conducted in August/September 2004 with facilitators Dr. Ellick Wong and Dr. Edward Bramley-Harker. Suggestions for revisions of the LSIF Readiness Assessments to improve their workability will be discussed by the Planning Group in the context of developing a final version of the template in October 2004. 
4. ICH Selection Criteria (Discussion led by the APEC Secretariat)

The Planning Group will review a redraft of the ICH Selection Criteria and discuss candidates for participation in the ICH meeting. Revised draft criteria will be circulated in the week of September 15.  In the interest of maintaining regional balance, ICH strongly prefers that there be minimal overlap in economies’ representation and that there be some continuity in representation.  Up to two representatives may participate, one of which will be funded by ICH. Thus far, Australia, Indonesia, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Korea, and China have indicated interest in ICH participation.

5. Other business

The Planning Group will discuss how the interests of the medical equipment sector could be advanced in the LSIF.   
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