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	Second Life Sciences Innovation Forum Expert Groups Meeting
Washington, D.C., United States

11-12 June 2004


Report of the Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF) Planning Group

The LSIF Planning Group met on May 26, 2004.  Representatives attended from Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States.  

The Planning Group Chair briefed on  developments since the February 28 Planning Group Meeting and provided a summary overview of the agenda.  The U.S. reported on preparations for the June 11-12, 2004 Expert Working Group Meeting in Washington D.C. and noted that an updated agenda will be circulated shortly.  Approximately 50 experts from Australia, Canada, China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and the U.S. have already registered.  The Chair noted that additional experts from economies would be welcome.  

The Planning Group Chair reviewed the draft LSIF Readiness Assessment template that will be discussed by the June EWG meeting for further definition of the operating principles and targets.  The template will be circulated again for review prior to the July-August commencement of pilot project assessments.  The drafting committee representative clarified that the template is a working document that could be further refined as a result of the project assessments.  Chile requested that all acronyms on the template be identified.  Thailand confirmed its interest in conducting a pilot readiness assessment.  China, Chinese Taipei, and the Philippines all indicated provisional interest.  

The Planning Group Chair reviewed progress on developing the LSIF Strategic Plan noting that it will be based on the consolidated outcomes from LSIF I and Khon Kaen EWG.  The June EWG meeting will further define the best practices that support the operating principles.  The June EWG will provide an overview tied to the goals of the LSIF, and an executive summary and explanatory notes. The Chair noted that the Vice Chairs reviewed the consolidated outcomes and that comments from the Government Vice Chair were subsequently incorporated.  This set of documents will constitute the Strategic Plan, which is due by the 2004 Ministers and Leaders Meeting.  The draft plan will be circulated to the Planning Group for review in the third week of June with comments due by July 31.  The drafting committee will incorporate comments and forward the revised plan to the Chair and Vice-Chairs for review and presentation to LSIF II with final review at SOM III.

The Planning Group discussed the ICH selection criteria and process for LSIF’s participation at the ICH Global Cooperation Group’s meetings.  The group agreed to a minor modification to the selection criteria and agreed to revise the selection process as follows:  the Planning Group would draw up an annual slate of candidates based on nominations from APEC economies.  Nominations must include CVs and a letter of justification.  The APEC Secretariat will serve as a clearinghouse for this process and will forward the nominees to the LSIF Chair and Vice-Chairs for final selection.  The group agreed that an alternate would be appointed from the slate of candidates.  The LSIF representative would serve for a term of one year.  A revised document reflecting the changes to the selection criteria and process will be circulated to the Planning Group for further review.

The U.S. reported progress on a possible fiscal year 2005 U.S.-funded capacity building project on Good Clinical Practice.

Malaysia confirmed its offer to host LSIF II in Penang on September 15-16, 2004.  More information will be circulated intersessionally including a call for suggestions for participants and speakers.

