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AUSTRALIAN STATEMENT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen

Mining can make a significant contribution to sustainable development if economic development, environmental impact and community relations are well managed and productive relationships exist between governments, industry and stakeholders.  

This Statement will address:  

· the contribution of the Australian mining industry to sustainable development, 

· the Australian Government’s approach to sustainable development in partnership with industry and other stakeholders.

The mining industry makes a major contribution to the Australian economy.  Australia’s small population and industrial base mean that much of the mining industry is export oriented.  The minerals sector is in fact Australia’s largest export sector, accounting for 37 percent ($55 billion) of exports of goods and services in the 2002-03 financial year.  Mining accounted for 5.8 percent of Australia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2001-02.

Mining activity is largely based in remote parts of Australia.  The major iron ore mines are located in the Pilbara region of Western Australia, coal is a major regional industry in Australia’s eastern states, gold and nickel production are the major source of income for the Kalgoorlie region, Broken Hill and Mt Isa are historical sources of much of Australia’s silver, lead and zinc.  The list goes on.

Operating in these remote regions the mining industry has become highly innovative to remain competitive in global markets and to ensure it addresses the community values from which its licence to operate is derived.  

Mining companies are often the major non-government contributor to the development of regional Australia, providing a large part of the economic and social infrastructure in these remote areas, and employment opportunities for local and indigenous communities.  

The mining industry has a strong commitment to sustainable development.  Along with health and safety, sustainable development is a leading industry priority, with the Minerals Council of Australia setting up a Sustainable Development Committee to support members to further improve the contribution they are making to sustainable development.

The industry has already set standards for environmental management through the Australian Minerals Industry Code for Environmental Management which was released in 1996 and substantially revised in 2000.  All members of the Minerals Council are required to be signatories to the Code, which among other things requires annual public environmental reporting, a verified survey of environmental performance, strengthening community relations and applying Code principles to all operations, in Australia or the rest of the world.

The Minerals Council is building on the objectives of the Code by developing the Australian Minerals Industry Operational Framework for Sustainable Development, to integrate sustainable development principles into management and decision making.

A commitment to sustainable development is also a priority of Australian Governments.  Australia is a federation in which the State and Northern Territory Governments have much of the responsibility for the regulation of industry activity, including development approval, industry reporting requirements, site inspections and mine closure and rehabilitation.

The Australian Government is committed to sustainable development across all areas of industry activity.  The Government has established a Sustainable Environment Committee of Cabinet to provide a strong “whole of government” approach to sustainable environment issues.  The Committee provides strategic direction on issues as diverse as water quality and salinity (a major problem in Australia), climate change and biodiversity.

The Government has also set up the Business Roundtable on Sustainable Development, comprising industry CEOs and senior board members to advise the Government on sustainable development issues.

Mines Ministers from all Australian jurisdictions meet annually on the Ministerial Council on Mineral and Petroleum Resources (MCMPR), which has identified a sustainable mining industry as one of the priority issues in its Vision for the mining and petroleum industries to 2025.  

The Council is working with the mining industry and other stakeholders to build on Australia’s progress in developing a sustainable mining industry.  In conjunction with a world class regulatory regime providing a stable investment climate and stringent environmental requirements the government in cooperation with industry is developing a strategic framework setting out the leading principles for effective community engagement.  This framework is expected to be finalised in mid 2005.  This is being developed by the Council with industry and community organisation representatives, recognising that an informed and supportive community is vital for the longer term health of the industry.  It follows similar strategic frameworks on Mine Closure (2000) and Tailings Management (2003) and recognises that productive relationships between stakeholders are the most effective way to get good outcomes. 

The value of this partnership approach should not be underestimated.  The Australian Government has many good working relationships with industry and other stakeholders aimed at innovative outcomes to maximise the growth of Australia’s resources sector.  These include:

· The Coal21 Action Plan to develop low emission technology for coal based power generation in Australia,

· Participation in the Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum (CSLF), an international climate change initiative to develop cost effective technologies for the separation, capture and storage of carbon dioxide,

· Cooperative Research Centres (CRCs) which bring researchers and research users together to maximise the benefits of research through an enhanced process of utilisation, commercialisation and technology transfer.

· Government-industry Action Agendas to identify impediments to industry growth and development and recommend appropriate actions.  Mining related Action Agendas have addressed or are addressing light metals, mining technology services and mineral exploration, and 

· Working in partnership with the mining industry and indigenous communities to encourage sustainable relationships through increase awareness of good practice and agreement to pursue regional solutions.

The Australian delegation would be happy to provide more information on these initiatives to Forum members.

Innovation in ideas, practices and technologies will enhance the contribution mining can make to Australia’s future prosperity.  Sustainable industries build a sustainable nation, but it is not happening without planning and direction.

This Forum will offer a valuable opportunity to consider sustainable development issues in the APEC economies.  The Forum can be effective in comparing experiences and in responding to international developments from an APEC regional perspective.
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