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The first SCSC meeting for 2004 was held on 26 and 27 February 2004 in Santiago, Chile.  The meeting was attended by representatives from:  Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and, Vietnam.  The APEC Secretariat, representatives of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) were also in attendance.

Mrs. Ana Maria Vallina, Head Foreign Trade Department, Ministry of Economy, Chile and SCSC Chairperson for 2004, chaired the meeting.

1.
Opening 

The Vice-Minister of Economy, Government of Chile, Mr. Alvaro Diaz, welcomed SCSC delegates to Chile and outlined Chile’s objective in hosting APEC in 2004 and specific issues of relevance to standards and conformance. He explained the theme for APEC in 2004, one community, our future.

2.
Introduction of the Chair and Vice-Chairs

The Chair, Mrs. Vallina welcomed all the member economies, the APEC Secretariat and Specialist Regional Bodies (“SRB’s”) to the 1st meeting of the SCSC for 2004.

The Chair noted that the Vice-Chairs for 2004 are Mr. Surachai Thaleongchok of Thailand and Prof. Lee Kun-Mo from Korea and introduced them to the meeting. 

3.
Adoption of the Agenda

The SCSC adopted the agenda. Singapore asked that Agenda Item 5.2 FTA/RTAs to be removed from the Agenda as the SCSC may not be the most appropriate forum for this discussion, and the Chair added an item for SRBs to report.

4.
Business Arrangements

The Chair provided information on the business arrangements for the meeting and support for the delegates.

4a. Presentation by CTI Chair

Mr. Alan Bowman, CTI Chair, talked about the proposed CTI priorities for 2004 which have been developed to enable CTI to better respond to leaders’ objectives. The priorities are: (1) Support for WTO; (2) Trade and Investment Facilitation; (3) Transparency; (4) Pathfinder initiatives and (5) Structural reform. Mr. Bowman also talked about how the SCSC can make contributions to implementing these priorities, for instance by undertaking WTO capacity building projects, providing data on the success of trade facilitation initiatives such as MRAs and feeding into Ministerial Statements.

5.   Priority Areas to be discussed throughout the year 2004

The Chair also noted the theme for 2004 “One Community, One Future” and the sub-theme for SCSC “Sharing benefits through encouraging better practices based on reciprocal exchange of experiences” and led a discussion on the priority areas to be discussed throughout the year, reiterating those outlined by the CTI Chair. 

The following presentations were made, and actions agreed

1. WTO: How to contribute to the discussion on the WTO Doha Development Agenda from the SCSC point of view.

Mexico advised it would be circulating the survey template on performance-based regulations for completion by economies in March 2004

Japan presented a proposal on how the SCSC could contribute to the work of the WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to trade, highlighting, and in particular complementary discussions on: good regulatory practice; conformity assessment and technical assistance. 

It was noted that the WTO/TBT Committee meets March 22-23 in Geneva. The Chair suggested the SCSC give further consideration to Japan’s proposal intersessionally and in the light of the TBT Committee meeting.

China reported on the WTO/SPS meeting which was held on 29-30 October 2003.  The Chair proposed that SCSC can do some inter-sessional work following the next SPS meeting

2. FTAs / RTAs

Singapore noted that further guidance on what was required on this topic would be an outcome of SOM 1 and that this report should be deferred until SCSC 2 in September 2004

3. Trade and Security 
The United States noted that implementation of APEC’s Trade and Security commitments involved standards-related activities that were being pursued as part of the work programmes in the CTI Sub-committee on Customs, the Transport Working Group, the Experts Group on Business Mobility, and possibly others. SCSC members were invited to consider whether there were areas where the SCSC could contribute to the implementation of these commitments.

4. Trade Facilitation 

Vietnam proposed 5 actions to promote implementation of the trade facilitation plan. As a first step Vietnam suggested SCSC update its collective action matrix to provide a basis for analyzing gaps, if any, between the current status and targets and developing recommendations to improve the situation. Canada suggested adding 2 further actions, being the Online service contribution to Good Regulation Practice and reference to Agreements such as for example, the PAC MLA on quality management systems.

5. Transparency:

The United States presented a proposal to clarify elements of the APEC Leaders standards on transparency that should, if not already being done, be included in economies’ Individual Action Plan (IAP) and topics that could be discussed at future SCSC meetings. The SCSC noted that transparency had been a longstanding component of the IAP Chapter on Standards. New Zealand proposed that in addition to reporting the IAP the information could be gathered into one document which is revised annually. This document would provide a useful resource for industry and other stakeholders. 

United States, New Zealand and Chile agreed to further develop this proposal intersessionally. Mexico offered to share their experience on transparency at the next SCSC meeting

6. Midterm Stocktake review:

Korea discussed issues relating to the Midterm Stock take review to be done by 2005. The review is to measure progress against the Bogor Goals as further defined by the Osaka Action Agenda. Korea proposed a preliminary report by economies and the final reports by SCSC 1 in 2005 using the IAP, CAP and other existing reporting formats. Australia suggested seeking guidance from CTI and Mexico suggested circulation of the Bogor Goals and Osaka Action Agenda to remind economies of the objectives of the review.

It was agreed Korea would circulate a draft template to be used to collect the information and that it would also advise economies of a timeframe for providing the information

7. Interaction with APEC stakeholders: 

Japan presented a proposal on how to make the SCSC work more responsive to business needs. The Policy Dialogue with ABAC to be held in September was one approach. Interaction with the business community could be promoted by inviting ABAC to be observers at SCSC meetings and fostering the relationship between SCSC and PASC.

Chile presented a paper on a proposed policy dialogue with the SME Working Group focusing on compliance costs reduction for SMEs. To inform this policy dialogue, Chile proposes to distribute a questionnaire on SMEs compliance costs. 

Australia advised it had initiated a project on the issue and indicated they would provide an update on their initiative at SCSC 2

8.   SRBs

The SRBs present spoke to a paper outlining alignment of work by SRBs in the APEC region with APEC and APEC SCSC objectives and suggested a stronger and longer-term linkage of projects proposed by SRBs to meet APEC goals and that the outcomes of these be clearly measured. It was agreed that the recommendations from the paper be adopted with the addition that the SRBs should provide their experience and linkages to assist SCSC.

Hong Kong China provided an update of work being carried out by APLAC, in particular MRA’s and the linkage with IAF and ILAC in developing a world mark of accreditation to recognize these MRA’s and to present a paper on this at the Standards and Conformance conference in September. It was noted that SCSC and SRBs should look to the overall priorities of APEC in developing and prioritizing projects for TILF. 

The paper from Malaysia was accepted with the above additions.

9. APEC reform: 

Chile presented a paper suggesting how SCSC could contribute to APEC reform. Examples of the points  to be considered include review of the four priority areas noted by CTI, the effectiveness of MRAs, the way to consider the “really” responsive projects to meet Bogor Goals, strengthening the policy discussion to meet the APEC agenda, “behind the border” issues, and relations with the SRBs.

The United States suggested reference be made to Canada’s paper to the WTO TBT Committee on its experience with MRA’s and Canada agreed to make the paper available.

New Zealand presented a paper proposing the establishment of a strategic working group and sector working groups to create a more focused and integrated approach to developing programmes for reducing TBT’s in the region as a mechanism to develop a robust framework for how work is to be done inter-sessionally. 
China said there is a need to build on transparency principles in making documents available in a timely manner, as well as in the work intersessionally. Transparency initiatives should be consistent with WTO transparency principles, and SCSC should use and promote a common template in a format compatible with WTO requirements.

6. SCSC Work program for 2004

Members were invited to discuss the Work Programme for 2004, the drafts of which were already circulated by the lead shepherds. The four objectives were reported by the Lead Economies for each item and sub-item. 

· Review of the Implementation of Member Economies alignment of their standards with international standards

Japan proposed the following work program for alignment with international standards:

· Japan to circulate draft VAP report format after SCSC I; 

· SCSC to agree on VAP format for 2004 by March; 

· Members to submit VAP reports to Japan and APEC Secretariat by end of July; and

· SCSC to hold policy dialogue with ABAC at SCSCII and discuss the results of the policy dialogue at that time. 

· International Standards in the area of Building and Construction 

New Zealand advised that as part of the work programme for TG3 it would prepare a proposal for a seminar for regulators in the fire safety and building sectors on the fire safe use of timber in construction and sought members’ initial comments on this proposal. The seminar will be held in February 2005. Korea, Canada, Thailand, Mexico expressed their interest for this project.  New Zealand will submit a formal project proposal for TILF funding for endorsement by BMC. 

· Active participation in the International Standardization activities to project Asia-Pacific views to International Standardization

Korea presented a discussion paper on how to facilitate participation and cooperation in the international standardization activities. Korea and Japan propose the following joint action plans:

· a capacity building project to review the past and current participation/co-operation activities in the international standardization activities by the APEC member economies; 

· a training project to provide technical assistance in a key standardization area – environmental products standards and the EU directives; and

· a dialogue channel for the discussion of the key issues for major standardization fields. 

 Canada, Mexico, China, NZ, Singapore, Vietnam, Australia, Thailand, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong China expressed interested in participating in the dialogue channel;

-
Recognition of Conformity Assessment in the Regulated Sector

Australia presented a draft work program on conformity assessment in the regulated sectors and a report on economy participation in MRAs which it offered to update twice-annually. 

These documents were noted and supported in principle, subject to further explanation and the formal submission of complete proposals and updates.

Mexico suggested the use of video conferencing and other electronic means of communication be used in developing the above to allow as many economies as possible to participate by minimizing travel costs.

PASC offered to make their Business Plan available to the SCSC to enable awareness of PASC work and provide areas for further development that PASC might assist in.

-
JAC-EEMRA and approval of the JAC Chair report to SCSC

The JAC Chair presented a report on the 8th JAC meeting held on 26 February 2004. The JAC Chair asked SCSC to encourage member economies to actively participate in the EE MRA and to fill in the stock-take survey. Based on the information from the stock-take survey, the JAC will hold a workshop to further promote the progress of the EE MRA.

Japan is to distribute papers they have prepared for WTO on this issue to member economies.

· Review of APEC MRAs. 

Thailand advised that Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Australia, Vietnam and Chinese Taipei had expressed an interest in participating in the Pathfinder on Sectorial Food MRA. The Secretariat clarified that member economies could join the umbrella Food MRA at the same time as joining a Sectorial Food MRA. 

-
Recognition of Conformity Assessment in the Voluntary Sector

Malaysia presented a report on the SRB’s work program for 2004.  

-
Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development

Australia tabled the report. The Chair noted that economies should review the participation in view of discussion during this SCSC session

7.
SCSC Projects

Canada reported that consultations with Japan and China have shown that while the establishment of fixed criteria to select appropriate TILF funded projects in the SCSC remains important, this process requires greater discussion amongst all members n the SCSC meetings with a focus on objectives aligned to APEC SOM, CTI and SCSC policy directions. Canada wishes to conduct further consultations with Japan and China regarding this issue before reporting to APEC SCSC II meeting on the results of these consultations for consideration by member economies. Canada wishes to put forward the suggestions following consultations with Japan and China that the SCSC look at the APEC Guidebook for Projects and the Osaka Action Agenda for guidance.

New Zealand will circulate a draft template for project overseers to use when briefing their BMC representatives on SCSC project. The template is designed to explain projects in non-technical language highlighting the key features and benefits of the project. New Zealand asked member economies for comments on whether the template can be improved and encouraged project overseers to use this template for projects to be considered by BMC from this year forward.  

Preliminary proposals were considered. Chile proposed a project on “Publication and Internet Dissemination of the Blueprint for APEC SCSC”. Japan proposed projects on “International Comparisons of Metrology Standards between NMI’s in Developing Economies” and “Seminar and Training Courses in Legal Metrology”

Various economies expressed support for the above proposed projects.

The APEC secretariat outlined the process for formal applications and the timeframes within which this should be achieved.

8.
Information Exchange

Chile reported on the current status of the preparation on for the 3rd Conference in Good Regulatory Practice and the 5th Conference Standards and Conformance for comments by members.

A final deadline for comments and speakers will be established within the next week.

Chile proposed an Agreement on Mutual Acceptance of Oenological Practices in the Winery Industry for consideration by members. It was noted the agreement had been developed by the World Wine Trade Group.

Canada is a signatory to this Agreement and supports Chile’s proposal of the MAA on Oenological Practices and WWTG Principles for the free trade in wine embodied in the WWTG Agreements for consideration by APEC members. The mutual acceptance of each countries wine making regulations is the best way to facilitate international trade in wine. The endorsement of this agreement by APEC members will demonstrate the acceptance of the wine making practices and standards in place in the country where the wine originates and allow members to fend off demands to establish wine import standards which favor one wine producing country over another. Australia, also a signatory to the MAA, suggested that the WWTG could be asked to present a paper on this Agreement at the Conferences in September 2004 and also suggested that they will look at providing a speaker. 

Mexico announced that it will be part of this Agreement. New Zealand expressed its intention to sign up to this Agreement. 

The WWTG will be meeting in April and would welcome the attendance of economies who are interested in participation. USA will circulate information on the upcoming meetings of the WWTG. 

The Chilean representative on the World Wine Trade Group provided some more information on the Agreement and encouraged member economies to attend the Group’s meeting to get a better understanding of the Agreement and the Group itself. 

9.
Adoption of SCSC Work Programme for 2004

Reflecting the discussions at this SCSC meeting lead shepherds are to modify the draft work program. On this basis members adopted the SCSC Work program for 2004 taking into account priority areas.

10.
Other Business

The Chair advised the tentative schedule for the next meeting to be held in the margin of SOM III meeting in Santiago will be in late September, with tentative dates for conferences on 25-27 September, SCSC 28-29 September and 2 Policy Dialogues on 30 September. If possible the Policy dialogue with ABAC will be held on 28 September (in the morning).

Korea noted that documents must be circulated earlier to foster debate. Speakers should use Powerpoint presentations rather than read the documents. The agenda and listing of documents should be circulated early.

Discussion suggested asking CTI for an earlier indication of agenda issues to allow an earlier circulation of the draft agenda and therefore time for preparation of the papers.

It was agreed that the agenda will be circulated at least 2 months in advance of the meeting and papers are recommended to be submitted no later than 1 month before the meeting unless there are exceptional circumstances.

APEC Secretariat will investigate use of the APEC website and post papers when they are received.

The APEC Secretariat informed member economies of the tentative schedule for the inter-sessional consideration of the adoption and ranking of the project proposals for the year 2005 which is:

	26-27 February
	SCSC I meeting

	30 April
	Deadline for the submission of the project proposals to the APEC Secretariat

	  4-7 May
	Intersessional consideration by members

	  7 May
	In principle Approval by members

	11 May
	Members to rank the projects 

	14 May
	Completion of ranking

	21 May
	Submission of the final proposals to be tabled to CTI

	26 May
	Submission of projects to CTI


· All the project proposals will be circulated to members on 30 April. No extension will be granted.

· 7 May to 10 May is reserved for the consultation among members if comments would be submitted to certain proposals. If such proposals fail to reach consensus by 10 May, such proposals should be deemed as rejected.

· 7 May to 21 May is reserved for the cleaning-up of the project proposals. No fundamental change is allowed once it is approved by SCSC intersessionally.

· The SCSC Chair would submit the proposals endorsed by SCSC, to the CTI II Meeting, seeking the endorsement. 

· Subject to change, with the confirmation of the timeline set by CTI.

11.
Meeting Documents

The Sub-Committee considered the public release of documents and agreed that all documents may be made publicly available except for the following:-

	Document No.
	Title
	Agenda Item
	Reason of non public release

	
	
	
	

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/005
	Letter of the CTI Chair to SCSC Chair
	5
	Personal

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/007
	Discussion Paper on the Contribution to WTO Doha Development Agenda by SCSC
	5,1
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/007 appendix
	Discussion Paper on the Contribution to WTO Doha Development Agenda by SCSC
	5.1
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/008
	Discussion Paper on the FTAs/RTAs from SCSC point of view
	5,2
	Cancelled

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/009
	Discussion Paper on the Possible Contribution to Trade and Security by SCSC
	5,3
	Cancelled

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/010
	Discussion Paper on the further steps to promote implementing measures in  the Trade Facilitation Action Plan
	5,4
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/011
	Proposal for the Implementation of the Transparency Standard in SCSC and work program related
	5,5
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/012
	Draft Proposal for reviewing the SCSC works toward the Mid Term Stock Take Review
	5,6
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/013
	Discussion Paper on the further involvement of business sectors to the SCSC work
	5,7
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/014
	Discussion Paper on the further involvement of IT business sectors to the SCSC work
	5,7
	Cancelled

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/015
	Discussion Paper on the possible reduction of the compliance costs for SMEs
	5,7
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/016
	Project of Policy Dialogue
	5,7
	Subject to approval by BMC

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/017
	Discussion Paper on the possible Contribution for APEC Reform
	5,8
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/018
	Draft Work Program-Alignment
	6
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/020
	Questionnaire with Members Information on Performance Based Regulations
	6
	Cancelled

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/021
	Draft Work Plan for TG3  
	6
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/023
	Draft Work Program-Recognition of Conformity Assessment on regulated sector
	6
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/027
	Updated Report on Trade Facilitation in IT Products
	6
	Cancelled        

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/028
	Draft Work Program-Recognition of Conformity Assessment on voluntary sector
	6
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/034
	Draft Work Program-Infrastructure Development
	6
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/035
	Proposal for the evaluation of the project proposals by SCSC for endorsement and ranking
	7
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/038
	Proposal for the Agreement on Mutual Acceptance of Oenological Practices in the Winery Industry
	8
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/041
	Draft SCSC Report to CTI
	12
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/044
	Updated Contact Points List
	13
	

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/045
	Draft Project Proposal: SCSC Blue Print
	7
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/046
	Draft Project Proposal: International Comparisons of Methodology Standards between NMIs in Developing Economies
	7
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/047
	Draft Project Proposal: Seminar and Training in Legal Metrology
	7
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/048
	Discussion Paper on SCSC Contribution to APEC Reform
	5.8
	Working document

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/049
	Proposition From SRBs
	5.8
	

	2004/SOMI/SCSC/050
	Summary of the Stocktaking Issue
	5.6
	Working document


12.
Adoption of the SCSC Chair’s Report of the 1st SCSC meeting in 2004

The Sub-Committee considered and adopted the SCSC Chair’s Report of the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2004

13.
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14. Adjournment

The SCSC Chair then adjourned the meeting.

