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DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA

Eighteenth Meeting of the APEC SMEWG, 
9-10 March 2004 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada


1. Chair’s Welcome & Opening Remarks 

The SMEWG Chair will outline the meeting.

Mr. John Connell will welcome the delegates to Vancouver and inform about meeting arrangements.

2. Adoption of the Agenda

3. Reports from Chair (ISOM, MAG TPD, SOM I and ESC meetings) and the APEC Secretariat 

The Chair will brief the delegates on the results from the meetings of ISOM, MAG TPD, SOM I, ESC and the ESC/Working Group Coordination meeting.

The APEC Secretariat will present an update on the activities within APEC that are particularly relevant to SMEs and the SMEWG.

4. Tasking Statement 

The Group will discuss the tasking from the 2003 APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting, the APEC Ministers Joint Statement and the SME Ministerial Meeting.

· The Group to discuss how will address the counterterrorism issue.
5. Work Plan

Chile may present the Theme for 2004 on Entrepreneurship Development.

The Group will discuss the Work Plan for 2004.
6. APEC Agenda for Entrepreneurship

The Group will discuss papers to develop best practices on Entrepreneurship Development the following key issues:

6.1. Regulation (Indonesia, New Zealand)

6.2. Innovation & Technology (Australia, Chinese Taipei)

6.3. Finance (Canada, Thailand)

6.4. Human Resources (China, USA)
7. APEC Micro-enterprises Action Plan

The Micro-enterprises Sub Group Chair will briefly report on the outcomes of the Second Meeting of the Sub Group.
The Group may wish to address how the MESG recommends handling the instructions from APEC Economic Leaders’ and APEC Ministers Joint Statement on Micro-enterprises issues:

· Coordinate micro enterprise financing and capacity building initiatives, in collaboration with IFIs and other relevant parties, in order to leverage resources for implementation of the Micro-Enterprises Action Plan (11th AELM)

· Explore the possibility of establishing an APEC Fund for Micro-Enterprises Capacity Building (15th AMM
8. Address and Evaluate the identified impediments to trade for SMEs

Dr. Chris Hall (Consultant) will update the delegates on activities undergoing.

· Policy Dialogue with APEC Market Access Group held in February 2004.
The SMEWG Lead Shepherd to report on the dialogue.

9. Address the concerns of SMEs in meting the standards and conformance requirements.

· Chile may wish to update the delegates in the preparations for the joint session activity with the Standards and Conformance Sub Committee to address the concerns of SMEs in meeting the necessary standards and conformance requirements.

· Brunei Darussalam may wish to inform about the capacity building workshop on reducing compliance costs to be held in 2005. 

· USA may wish to update on the 2004 US Standards Education Seminar for APEC SME Government Officials.

10. Cooperation with the Finance Ministerial Technical Working Group in areas such as: sharing information and expertise, and providing trade facilitation and fiscal and financial cooperation.

Members may wish to discuss mechanisms to improve cooperation with the Finance Ministers’ Process.

11. Cooperation with OECD with the aim to develop and Action Plan.
The OECD may wish to provide a list of topics; research reports that their Working Party on Small Business and Entrepreneurism has prepared over last several to help identify matches and synergies.
12. Update on recommended actions from the APEC Business Advisory Council.

12.1. APEC Interaction with Business Community

China to report on APEC SME Service Alliance
13. Implementation of framework for the Integration of Women in APEC and recommendations from the Women Leader’s Network 

The SMEWG Gender Focal representative (USA) may wish updates the group.
14. Implementation of the SPAN

Economies are invited to report voluntarily on their implementation of SPAN. 

Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and Malaysia  

15. Review of Projects Underway in SMEWG

15.1. Completed Projects

The Group will review the evaluation reports on completed projects presented by responsible economies:

15.1.1. APEC funded projects.

· SME 01/2002.  APEC SME Portal Hub (Canada - PECC)

· SME 01/2003T. From Income Generation to Patent Creation – Incubating Innovative Micro-enterprises (Chinese Taipei)

15.1.2. Self funded projects

· Best Practice Guidelines for Financing Chain (Chinese Taipei)

15.2. On-going Projects

The Group will review the progress reports on on-going projects presented by responsible economies:

15.2.1. APEC funded projects

· SME 01/2003 APEC  Entrepreneur Consortium (USA/PECC)

· SME 01/2004T SME Impediments Monitoring System (Australia)

· SME 02/2004T The Need and Availability of Micro-Finance Services for Micro-Enterprises: Bringing Multi Level Good Practices into Local Context (Indonesia)

· SME 03/2004T From Income Generation to Patent Creation:  Incubating Innovative Micro-enterprises (year 2) (Chinese Taipei)

· SME 01/2004 Implementation and Program Enhancement of APEC-IBIZ (Canada

· SME 02/2004 Enabling e-Micro-enterprise Environment: Through Survey and e-Community Based Capacity Building (Korea)

· SME 03/2004 U.S. Voluntary Visitors Program for APEC SME Government Officials (United States)

· SME 04/2004 International Conference on “Small and Big Business Interaction” (Russia)

15.2.2. 
Self funded projects

· Consumer Education and Protection Initiative (CEPI) (USA)

· APEC SME Business Matching and Advice Program (Japan)

· APEC SME Business Network Promotion Forum (Japan)

· APEC Symposium on Best Practices for Enhancing Financing Chain for SMEs at Different Growing Stages (Chinese Taipei)

· The Meeting on Exchange of Information on SMEs´ Overseas Investment (Japan)

· The 3rd APEC SME Technology Conference and Fair (METC)

15.3 New Project Proposals

· For urgent BMC decision (Indonesia)

Proposals for 2005
· APEC Symposium on Industrial Clustering for SMEs (Chinese Taipei)

· APEC Workshop for SME Program Managers on Reducing SME’s Compliance Cost (Brunei)

· MSME financing: a tool for mainstreaming the informal sector (Peru)
· Training Plan for Development of APEC Small and Medium Enterprises in traditional Chinese medicine (China)
· APEC Training Course for Micro-Enterprises Policy-Makers and Micro-enterprises supporting agencies on building APEC’s best practices to enhance the business environment for micro-enterprises in the Asia Pacific Region (Vietnam)
· Philippines 
16. Preparation for the Eleventh Meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for SMEs 

The group will receive a briefing from the Chair on the program and schedule for SME Ministerial Meeting.
17. Other Business

18. Closing Remarks 

The SMEWG Chair will provide an overview on the outcomes of the meeting and thank members for attending the meeting.

