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SOM I Plenary Session

The First Senior Officials Meeting (SOM I) for the Sixteenth APEC Ministerial Meeting was convened in Santiago, Chile on 2-3 March 2004. Senior Officials from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; the Republic of the Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States and Viet Nam participated in the Meeting. The Chairs of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI), Economic Committee (EC), SOM Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation (ESC), and Budget and Management Committee (BMC) were present. The APEC Secretariat was in attendance. Representatives from the ASEAN Secretariat and the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) were also present as official observers. The list of principal delegates appears as Annex I.

I
Chair’s Opening Remarks (SOM Chair)

The Chair welcomed all participants to Chile.

1)
Address by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Chile

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Chile, Mrs. María Soledad Alvear, welcomed participants to Santiago, in the 10th anniversary year of Chile's participation in APEC. She reminded delegates of the significant role APEC has played as a driving force behind a successful economic development. Looking to the future there were many positive signs, yet some areas of weakness: the threat of terrorism; the possible resurgence of SARS; avian flu; and the lack of advance of the Doha Development Agenda, were of concern.

The Minister explained the choice of the APEC 2004 slogan 'One Community, Our Future' and outlined the priorities set under it.

Her address appears as Annex II.

II
Adoption of Agenda (SOM Chair)

The Agenda was adopted and appears as Annex III. To accommodate travel schedules, item 7.2 was advanced after item IV and the ABAC presentation and discussion to after item V.1.

III
Business Arrangements (SOM Chair)

The Chair announced the business arrangements for the meeting. He stressed the need to limit interventions to points specific to the issue under discussion and use the least time possible.

IV
Key Outcomes of the SOM Informal Session (SOM Chair)

The Chair outlined the key outcomes of the SOM Retreat as follows:

Support for the WTO

· Renew the political support for the successful conclusion of the DDA.

· Take action to support the WTO process in Geneva. 

· In Geneva, share information with relevant WTO groupings in the area of trade facilitation, transparency, capacity and confidence building.

· In Geneva, explain not only APEC activities but also the benefits.

· Welcome the list of activities to be undertaken by CTI towards the WTO process.

· SOM Chair will design a road map for APEC support of WTO to be distributed after SOM I, and will meet with the APEC Geneva Caucus before the MRT.

· Support for WTO should be ambitious and precise.

Inclusion of FTAs/RTAs Discussions

· SOM agreed to the proposal for addressing FTAs/RTAs in the APEC agenda. The 2004 FTAs/RTAs work program proposed by Chile received wide support.  However, with respect to formulating an APEC policy response to guide future FTAs/RTAs, some economies preferred that it take the form of best practices rather than a set of common understandings or guidelines.

· To facilitate the discussion at the 2nd SOM Policy Dialogue on FTAs/RTAs, SOM agreed that economies would provide information based on the template developed by Chile. The information is to be sent by 15 April. 

· Regarding the SOM Trade Policy Dialogue, it was agreed that the theme will be “Best Practices on FTAs”. It was also agreed that time for discussion between SOM should be maximized, and that presentations be preferentially limited to APEC insiders.
Implementing APEC´s Security Commitments
· SOM noted it was important to identify concrete actions to be taken in 2004 to implement the Leaders' 2003 Bangkok Commitments on security.  Several suggestions were made on this issue.

· SOM Chair welcomed the progress made by the CTTF and noted that the tasking matrix would be developed inter-sessionally so that at SOM II SOM could draw on the completed matrix to agree on a framework of specific tasks to implement the Leaders commitments

· Delegates welcomed Japan´s proposal to strengthen export controls on WMDs.

STAR

· SOM Chair noted the preparations on the program and expected outcomes for the Second STAR Conference to be held in Viña del Mar on 5-6 March.  


APEC Reform

· SOM agreed to prepare a matrix incorporating proposals presented at SOM I and any written comments received from economies by 15th of April. The objective  is to have a paper for SOM II. The paper will be distributed in advance of SOM II so that SOM has ample time to read and reflect on the Reform paper. By SOM III SOM should have a report with concrete proposals to present to Ministers.

SOM approved the decisions adopted during the Informal Session.

V
Trade and Investment Liberalization and Facilitation

1.
Committee on Trade and Investment

a)
Endorsement of 2004 Work Plan

b)
Update on status of implementation of the Shanghai Accord

· Implementation of the APEC Trade Facilitation Action Plan;

· Finalization and Implementation of the APEC Transparency Standards;

· Implementation of Pathfinder Initiatives 

CTI Chair briefed the SOM on the outcomes of the CTI Meeting held on 29 February -1 March. CTI adopted a work program based on a short list of 5 priorities to better focus its work in 2004: support for the WTO; trade and investment facilitation (including IPR); implementation of the APEC Transparency Standards; Implementation of Pathfinder Initiatives; and Contribution to the APEC Structural Reform Action Plan.  The 5 priorities respond directly to Ministers and Leaders and fit well with the SOM’s own list of priorities.  

On support for the WTO, SOM welcomed CTI’s offer to contribute to SOM’s efforts in developing strong statements for Ministers and support SOM’s interaction with the APEC Geneva Caucus.  In this regard, SOM agreed to amend the first bullet under objectives of  CTI’s Support for the WTO Work Plan to read “Make concrete contributions by CTI to the WTO sections of the MRT, AMM and AELM declarations for the successful conclusion of DDA, in the areas as agreed in the Bangkok Leaders’ Declaration”.  
For the proposed CTI Work Plan on trade and investment facilitation, SOM took note of some of the concrete actions and deliverables highlighted by the CTI Chair and the recommendation that IAP peer reviews include a discussion on the progress of implementation of the Trade Facilitation Action Plan.

CTI Chair reported that the proposed Work Plan on Transparency centered on implementation of what was agreed in Bangkok last year and Los Cabos in 2002.   SOM welcomed the progress on work undertaken to finalize Transparency Standards on Government Procurement.  It noted that consultations on the proposal for getting business input into the transparency work was still on-going and that the CTI Chair was hoping to get the proposal approved in a few weeks.

SOM noted that the proposed Work Plan on Implementation of Pathfinder Initiatives was aimed at promoting wider participation in the agreed pathfinders and stepping up their implementation. 

On CTI’s proposed contribution to the Implementation of the Structural Reform Action Plan, CTI Chair noted that the instructions from Leaders mandated work that would extend beyond CTI and as such, sought SOM guidance 

Besides the five key priorities, CTI Chair reported that CTI also discussed possible contributions to SOM priorities of “integrating RTAs/FTAs in the APEC work agenda” and the “mid-term review of progress towards the Bogor Goals and agreed to request further guidance from SOM on how best it could assist”. 

With regards to the developments in the three industry dialogues overseen by the CTI, SOM endorsed the CTI recommendation to approve the request from the Life Sciences Innovation Forum to respond affirmatively to the 18 December 2003 invitation from the International Conference on Harmonization to send a representative to its Global Cooperation Group (ICH GCG).  SOM took note that the CTI Chair would attempt to clarify within the next few days on the discussions in the Automotive Dialogue on adopting the ASEAN Cooperative Arrangement for Automotive Technical Regulation (ACAATR) as a Pathfinder Initiative. 

SOM thanked the CTI Chair for his comprehensive report and approved the CTI’s 2004 Work Program as contained in Document No. 2004/SOM/030, including the recommendations contained therein and the separate work plans that were developed for each of the 5 CTI adopted priorities.  SOM noted that these work plans were “living documents” that would evolve and be improved upon during the course of the year.  

SOM also welcomed the efforts undertaken by the CTI Chair to improve CTI work processes and took note of the concerns raised on the lack of participation by  relevant experts in some CTI sub-fora and the lack of resources available to support some capacity/confidence building projects.

2.
Preparations for the Mid Term Review of the Bogor Goals
Korea presented and requested SOMs endorsement on the modalities for undertaking a two-year Mid Term Stock Take of progress towards the Bogor Goals.
There was wide consensus on the sense of urgency. However, some economies considered it premature to decide on this matter at SOM I. Some expressed that the policy implications ought to be thoroughly considered, including the scope of the Mid Term Stock Take as well as the methodology for evaluation. There were also some exchanges about which forum would be the most suitable to handle this exercise, and even though there was some general sense that SOM should handle it, by way of fora like CTI or others, it was considered that more discussion was required before tasking.

As for the scope of the Review, an economy suggested that it not only include the TILF side but also ECOTECH. New Zealand recalled that a similar exercise had been conducted in 1999 and suggested that it would be good to revisit the results of that exercise for further consideration.

SOM concluded that the issue was of importance and given the sense of urgency agreed, that this issue be worked on intersessionally with a view to discussing it further during SOM II.  In order to do so, it was agreed that members should submit comments/ideas to Korea for compilation and consideration by Korea. The APEC Secretariat was tasked to find the results of the previous exercise mentioned by New Zealand and to circulate it among members to facilitate further discussion.
3.
IAPs – Endorsement of arrangements for the next IAP Peer Review Sessions 

SOM approved the composition of the Review Teams for the IAP Peer Reviews of  Singapore and Chinese Taipei and the Timeline for the IAP Peer Review Process for the mentioned economies in 2004. SOM requested that the Discussant for Chinese Taipei be announced by the APEC Secretariat as soon as confirmed by CTI Chair.

SOM also endorsed the revised Individual Action Plan Peer Review Guideline.

VI
Economic and Technical Cooperation

1.
ECOTECH Sub-Committee of the SOM - ESC

a) Endorsement of 2004 Work Plan

SOM endorsed the ESC’s 2004 Work Plan and the recommendations contained in the ESC Chairs’ Report to SOM.

The SOM Chair agreed to APEC collaboration with International Financial Institutions. However, he stressed that in order to successfully engage with the ADB, the WB and the IDB it is important that APEC develop and provide a precise and concrete list of activities to IFIs so as to ensure that the appropriate IFI representatives are prepared to participate in the second ESC/IFI Roundtable.
b) Capacity Building (English as a Working Language for Business, Social Safety Nets)

3rd Education Ministerial Meeting

Chile reported on the progress of the preparations for the 3rd Education Ministerial Meeting to be held in Santiago, Chile from 29-30 April 2004, preceded by the “International Seminar on the Interaction between Language, Mathematics, Science and ICT” on 27 April 2004 and an Exhibition on Educational Technology Products and Solutions on 28 April 2004 at the Sheraton Hotel, Santiago, Chile. 

The main theme for the 3rd Education Ministerial Meeting is ‘Skills for the Coming Challenges’ and the four sub-themes are:

- Teaching English and other Foreign Languages

- Stimulating Learning in Mathematics and Science

- Using Technology for Teaching and Learning

- Governance and Systemic Reforms

During the comments, Canada reiterated the importance of giving equal consideration to all foreign languages.
SOM took note of the report by Chile on the efforts to advance English as a working language for business and learning of foreign languages and the preparations for the 3rd Education Ministerial Meeting to be held in Santiago, Chile from 29-30 April 2004. 

Social Safety Nets

Thailand reported on the progress of the preparations and agenda for the 2nd International Meeting of Experts on Social Safety Nets to be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 8-9 April 2004, with Korea as the co-host.
China informed SOM that the “APEC High-Level Seminar on Social Protection of the Vulnerable Groups in a Changing World’ will be held in Shenyang, China on 14-16 July 2004. 
c) Entrepreneurship within SMEs and Micro-enterprises 
Some economies emphasized the importance of cooperation among members for sustainable development of SMEs in the region. Russia informed members that it will hold International Conference “SME and Big Companies Interaction” in Moscow in June. Japan briefed ideas and instructions regarding policies for SMEs so that they can be shared by SOMs themselves as well as by SMEWG members.

d) Evaluation Framework (For information Purposes Only)
SOM took note on the progress achieved so far on the project assessment and on the elaboration  of an evaluation framework.
e) Engagement of APEC with IFIs

SOM approved the list of pilot projects recommended in the report by the APEC Secretariat  (Please refer to agenda item VI.1 a).
VII
Enhancing Human Security
1. Counter Terrorism Task Force - CTTF

a) Consideration of issues arising from the CTTF Meeting

b) Endorsement of 2004 Work Plan
SOM welcomed the report by the CTTF Vice Chair on the CTTF plans for 2004. These include specific actions for economies to implement the 2003 Bangkok Commitments on security, to continue work on the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) initiative, and to strengthen capacity building activities. SOM encouraged relevant APEC fora to actively participate in the thematic cross-analysis of the Counter Terrorism Action Plans. SOM endorsed in-principle the 2004 CTTF Work Plan.

SOM agreed that the project proposals on Secure Documents and a Security Roundtable be submitted to the BMC for urgent funding. Senior Officials agreed to consider and approve the CTTF Tasking Matrix by 30 April 2004.  SOM requested  that the executive summary in the CTTF Report be revised to reflect the oral report and the written report be amended to better reflect the discussions that took place during the meeting.
2.
Health Threats

a) Endorsement of the terms of reference of the ad-hoc Health Task Force.

The Chair of the Health Task Force briefed the meeting on the Terms of Reference prepared by the group and highlighted its four objectives  adding value and work across sectors, implementing priorities of Leaders’ and Ministers’, adopting a strategic approach  and not duplicating the WHO. 

Delegates stressed the importance of no duplication, value added of this Task Force and its efficiency. 

Chinese Taipei offered to host the first APEC Health Task Force Meeting in April in Taipei and invited economies to attend the meeting.   

Members thanked the Chair of the Health Task Force for finalizing the TOR and endorsed them.  

b) SARS

The APEC Secretariat reported the findings of the survey on APEC’s response to the 2003 SARS Outbreak and the APEC Crisis Communications Response Framework. 

Economies were requested to pass comments to APEC Secretariat to have the Framework finalized and available by SOM II.

c)   Avian Influenza

Thailand and China briefed members on their respective experiences and work done in response to Avian Influenza. 

Members agreed to the suggestion of tasking the Health Task Force to respond to Avian Influenza and work with other fora as it addresses Health Security issue. The Task Force is to be responsible for Avian Influenza outbreak issues and make it a pilot test for its work.  


VIII
Macro Economic Issues

Economic Committee - EC

Endorsement of 2004 Work Plan 

The EC Chair presented the highlights of the Economic Committee’s (EC) 2004 Work Program.

A two-day international symposium will be organized in June in Santiago, Chile in conjunction with the preparation of the 2004 APEC Economic Outlook, particularly Chapter 2 on FTAs/RTAs.

The EC will be embarking on two new research projects, namely: the “International Mobility of High Powered Human Resources in APEC” proposed by Canada, and the “Economic Impact of Terrorism on the APEC Economy”, proposed by Korea and designed to be the structural theme of the 2005 APEC Economic Outlook.  In response to suggestions by some economies, Korea agreed to present at SOM II a revised proposal for this study.

Senior Officials endorsed the Economic Committee’s 2004 Work Program, as well as the committee’s two new research projects.

IX
Cross Cutting Issues

1. Development of a SOM Database on Implementation of APEC commitments

The Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat presented a prototype APEC Task Implementation Database, developed by the Secretariat. The database was well-received by economies, but one economy suggested that a more powerful database might provide Senior Officials with a valuable management tool.  SOM was asked for direction: whether to use the prototype, or to explore commercial development of a professionally designed, more advanced database.

While praising the Secretariat’s efforts to develop the prototype, SOM expressed interest in a more advanced database, and noted both benefits and challenges of pursuing such a project.  It was suggested that perhaps a limited-scope version might be a way to trial and assess such a database.

In conclusion, it was decided to use the prototype Task Implementation Database for the time being.  Additionally, SOM asked the Secretariat  to present by SOM II options elaborating on potential benefits and savings, and estimating development costs.

2. 
Interaction with APEC Fora and  stakeholders (FMM, ABAC, ASCC)

ABAC

ABAC Chair Hernan Somerville presented ABAC’s 2004 workplan and noted efforts to engage more with APEC.  He emphasized ABAC’s consensus view that the successful conclusion of the WTO Doha Development Agenda negotiations is singularly important and urgent.  Therefore, this year, ABAC members felt it critical to urgently communicate ABAC’s collective concern to Leaders, not waiting until ABAC’s traditional year-end recommendations.  The ABAC Chair’s letter to Leaders was intended to convey this strong message, and the ABAC Chair appreciated Chilean President Lagos’ support in highlighting this message to other Leaders.

In ABAC’s view many other challenges facing APEC, especially the proliferation of FTAs/RTAs, result from lack of progress in multilateral trade negotiations.  Should the DDA process fail, a greater burden would fall on APEC, and APEC should be prepared to consider bold options to provide leadership and mitigate the damage of a collapse of this round of negotiations.  One such measure might be to reconsider APEC’s voluntary nature.

There was also discussion about the importance of ABAC and APEC engaging broadly with the business community, and ABAC Chair described activities in which he and other ABAC members have been doing this. CTI offered specific ideas on practical APEC-ABAC cooperation. 
The 2004 Chair of the APEC Study Centers Consortium (ASCC) informed the meeting that the ASCC is working closely with the PECC Trade Forum and with four regional banks in coming up with a unified program for the ASC Annual Conference to be held in May 2004 in Viña del Mar, Valparaiso.  The results of the conference will be reported to SOM II.

 3. Implementation of the Structural Reform Action Plan.
Japan briefed the meeting on the preparations to hold the APEC High Level Conference on Structural Reform, to be held in Tokyo in September 2004, funded by an urgent APEC TILF project. (BMC I 2004). 

Japan also advised SOM of the need for relevant APEC fora, including the Finance Ministers Process, to prepare, in due course, a progress report on Structural Reform as  implementation of the action plan. It was suggested that the report be compiled by CTI for submission, through SOM, to AMM and AELM in 2004.

 

In addition, acknowledging that Structural Reform was given due priority in the Bangkok Leaders’ Declaration in 2003, member economies engaged in discussing on how to properly manage this issue within the APEC process by seeking the possibility to assign a particular fora to handle it. 

On Strengthening Economic Legal Infrastructure (SELI) activities, Japan informed SOM that the SELI Coordinating Group will develop lines of interaction with business people, through discussion of the study on Debt Collection Litigation/ Arbitration in APEC Economies - conducted in 2003 - at the ABAC/PECC Symposium on Developing Bond Markets in APEC to be held in May 10-11, 2004, in Chinese Taipei. 

On the agreed reporting mechanism, Japan encouraged member economies to endeavor in preparing their respective reports for submission at the forthcoming SELI meeting at the margins of SOM II. 

With regards to the above mentioned issues, SOM made the following decisions: 

· endorsed the APEC High Level Conference on Structural Reform to be held in September 2004, in Tokyo, including the draft program and called on economies to provide inputs and to participate at the conference;
· took note that  the proposed high level conference will be put forward to the BMC for APEC funding as an urgent SOM project; 

· welcomed the proposal for APEC fora to prepare a progress report on the implementation of the APEC Structural Reform Action Plan. 
· instructed all relevant fora and the Financial Ministers' Process to draft in due course their respective reports and submit them to CTI for compilation and further reporting  to SOM; and
· to discuss further at SOM II where best to locate the issue of Structural Reform within the available APEC fora.
X   
Management Issues

1. APEC Secretariat

Endorsement of 2004 Operational Plan

The United States circulated at SOM I a document on APEC interaction with international fora (2004/SOM/041) in response to the APEC Secretariat’s request for guideline. The document was revised in consultation with the APEC Secretariat during the meeting and the revised copy was circulated to all the member economies for consideration. The US asked the meeting to approve the revised document if possible, or otherwise approve it intersessionally before SOM II. China requested more time to scrutinize the paper intersessionally and bring this matter to SOM II for a decision. The SOM Chair decided to have the paper discussed intersessionally with a view to reaching a decision by SOM II.

2. Budget and Management Committee - BMC
The Interim BMC Chair reported on the business transacted intersessionally by the BMC in paper 2004/SOM I/025. He highlighted the areas proposed for discussion at BMC I on 24-25 March 2004 in Singapore. Of particular note were the items on receiving the audited accounts for 2003; the urgent funding of 2004 projects; the expenditure level and sources of funding for 2005 TILF projects; and further follow-up on the evaluation frameworks discussed at ESC I and the ESC WGCM prior to SOM I.

On action required at SOM I, he said that SOM needed to decide on ranking the projects approved earlier in the day by SOM, before presentation to the BMC. The five projects could be ranked together as SOM TILF projects or the projects could be taken as two belonging to SOM; two belonging to CTTF and one to ESCG. With the withdrawal by Korea of a project on the Mid-Term Stock Take, SOM decided to follow the second alternative which would not require separate ranking. The projects approved for presentation to the BMC for consideration of the funding requests, in competition with other urgent projects were:

SOM APEC Conference on Structural Reform (Japan) US$231,150 (+ US58,000 from cancelled EC 01/2003T) 

CTTF #1 Document Security (Canada) US$ (to be determined after consideration of capacity training requirements: estimated at less than US$40,000)

CTTF #2 APEC Government Roundtable on Measures to Secure Trade (Hong Kong, China) US$97,000 

ECSG APEC Symposium on ebXML for Internet Paperless Trading and Collaborative e-Business (Thailand) US$134,012

The exact funding levels would be recommended by BMC

Members discussed the implications for the mid-term stocktake of the withdrawal of the project. Members agreed that more work was required to clarify the scope of the review and any projects to assist in this process. 

The Chair expressed his concern on the capacity of the SOM Chair's Office together with the incoming SOM Chair's Office to work on this without outside assistance. The meeting agreed that valuable lessons could be taken from the way in which the 1999 Stocktake proceeded. The meeting agreed to propose to the BMC that uncommitted funding from the TILF Special Account could be set aside for use to fund project(s) concerning the mid-term stocktake. Such funding could be available at BMC I or later, if required. Korea would reflect on this.

XI
Other Issues

1. Sectoral Ministerial Meetings (For Information Purposes Only)
Science Ministers; Education Ministers; Ministers Responsible for Trade (MRT); Transportation Ministers.

SOM took note of the preparations for these sectoral ministerial meetings.

2. Dialogue on Non-Ferrous Metals

Russia informed SOM that the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the Non-ferrous Dialogue had been developed and comments received from a number of economies (Thailand, US, Canada, Japan Chinese Taipei). All comments were incorporated into the TOR. It was agreed that the Dialogue will operate under the umbrella of the CTI.

The primary goal of the Dialogue is to establish close cooperation between business and officials. 

There were new amendments presented by the US. Russia asked the Secretariat to fine tune the final version of TOR and circulate it to all interested parties. The Russian Senior Official also called for economies to nominate contact points to APEC Secretariat by March 15. He informed that the Steering Committee is being scheduled at the margins of SOM II. SOM I endorsed TOR in principle with the request to Secretariat to fine tune it.

3. Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG)

SOM endorsed the recommendations included in the ECSG report without comments from the floor.   This includes endorsement of: the establishment of a Subgroup within the ECSG to manage paperless trading work within APEC; the Implementation Plan for the APEC Electronic Certificate of Origin (ECO) Pathfinder; the establishment of the APEC Public-Private Partnership Dialogue on Paperless Trading; and, the revised APEC Blueprint for Action on Electronic Commerce.  SOM also noted the outcomes of the APEC Data Privacy Implementation Symposium, and the report of the APEC ECSG Information Privacy Subgroup, and approved the ECSG’s request to invite Macao, China to attend the APEC E-Commerce Fair.
4. APEC Leaders’ Commitment to Fight  Corruption

As a response to APEC Leaders’ commitment in Bangkok to fight corruption, it was proposed to include this issue in the list of SOM's initial set of priorities for 2004.

Since there was consensus on this matter, the issue of fighting against corruption will be included into the list of priorities for SOM during 2004. The SOM Chair added that this matter needs to be further worked on during the year.

5. Acknowledgement of “For Information Items”

SOM took note of documents submitted “For Information Items”, as follows:

	Document No.
	Title

	2004/SOMI/003
	The Establishment of the APEC Digital Opportunity Center (ADOC)

	2004/SOMI/004
	Australia’s Response to the Avian Influenza Outbreaks

	2004/SOMI/005
	Key Outcome Of The Ministerial Meeting On The Current Poultry Disease Situation, Bangkok, Thailand, 28 January 2004

	2004/SOMI/007
	Report of the APEC Education Foundation

	2004/SOMI/008
	Progress Report APEC Social Safety Net Capacity Building Network

	2004/SOMI/016
	Workshop on Trade and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity

	2004/SOMI/017
	HPAI Outbreaks and Control Measures in China

	2004/SOMI/018
	3rd APEC Education Ministerial Meeting

	2004/SOMI/019
	Sustainable Development APEC 2004

	2004/SOMI/021
	PECC Statement to SOM I

	2004/SOMI/022
	Report of TEL to SOMI - 2004

	2004/SOMI/028
	Summarization of APEC Workshop on the Development of Science and Technology Intermediary Mechanism

	2004/SOMI/029
	Joint Press Statement Of China-ASEAN Special Meeting On HPAI

	2004/SOMI/031
	Report Of The Life Sciences Planning Group

	2004/SOMI/032
	Report Of The Chemical Dialogue Steering Group

	2004/SOMI/040
	Address By ASEAN Secretariat At SOMI

	2004/SOMI/043
	Intersessional Items Of Work


6. Official Observers

The ASEAN Secretariat informed the meeting that the ASEAN Economic Integration Agenda in 2004 represents the group’s concrete actions towards the realization of the ASEAN Economic Community.  While integrating internally, ASEAN continues to open up to the world economy.  In this regard, ASEAN looks forward to strengthening cooperation with APEC.

The PECC representative expressed PECC’s strong commitment to support Chile in its leadership of APEC in 2004.  The issues that have been identified as priorities in the 2004 themes and sub-themes are subjects which PECC will also be addressing over the year and are issues in which PECC has a strong background.

The meeting was informed of the work being done in PECC’s three main areas of work, namely:  Trade, Finance, and Community Building. 

XII
Classification of Documents

The Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat presented the meeting with a proposed classification for the documents circulated both at the Informal Session and the Plenary of SOM I.
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