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(BUSINESS MOBILITY)

CONVENOR’S SUMMARY REPORT TO 2ND CTI MEETING

1. Major Developments since the 1st CTI meeting (including the major outcomes of the sub-forum meetings at Jeju prior to the 2nd CTI meeting) with respect to progress made in their 2005 work programs/plans, particularly in response to CTI Priorities: 
(a) Support for the Multilateral Trading System
The BMG supports the multilateral trading system through various agreed standards and capacity building initiatives, aimed at streamlining and enhancing the transparency of temporary business entry arrangements, including through: 

· The (continued expansion of the) APEC Business Travel Card scheme, or implementation of visa waiver or a 3 year multiple entry visas for short term business entry.  
Since SOMI 2005, a new economy has confirmed its intention to join the ABTC scheme and will sign at SOMIII.  
· The agreed 30 day service standard for intra company transferees (executives, managers and specialists (as defined by each economy).  
At SOMII, all economies reported they meet the 30 day standard.
· agreed standards for e-commerce arrangements.  

At SOMII, Australia provided further information to members on its e-commerce facilities for temporary residence.  Economies have agreed to continue to share information on e-commerce developments. 
· its capacity building strategy in respect of implementing standards in travel document security, professional service, immigration legal infrastructure, travel document examination and advance passenger information.  (see under (b) and (c) below for update.) 
(b) Trade Facilitation
The BMG is assisting economies and collectively implementing the Actions and Measures, through its Capacity Building Strategy and various agreements on standards development and implementation, including in travel documentation examination, professional service, travel document security, immigration legislation, arrangements for intra-company transferees and short term entry, including the APEC Business Travel Card, e-commerce and API.  (See also under (a) and (c) for update.)
API Pathfinder

Economies which have had an API feasibility study,  reported on API consideration and/or progress on implementation of API systems, including Thailand, Korea, China, Chile, Indonesia , Chinese Taipei .  

Machine Readable Travel Documents (MRTDs) 

Economies reported at SOMII on their progress in implementing Machine Readable Travel Documents (MRTDs), in accordance with the APEC  objective to introduce MRTDs.  All economies issue MRTDs from their capitals and most economies have /or are introducing arrangements for offshore MRTDs issue. 

RMAL

The BMG will oversee the conduct of a pilot of the regional Movement Alert List (RMAL) system by Australia and the United States from August to end October 2005 and a report will be presented to Leaders.   The RMAL and API systems will enhance border security and facilitate the travel of genuine business travelers.  

These various BMG projects are expected to reduce costs to business either directly or indirectly, through providing improvements in service standards, border management, immigration clearance and security, travel documentation, integrity of passenger movements, professional service and a reduction in the number of undocumented passengers and related compliance actions where API systems are implemented.

ILO cooperation

The BMG has TILF funding (sponsor is Korea and co-sponsors Australia and the US) to raise awareness of international standards applicable to the conduct of Immigration Liaison Officers (ILO) and best practice bilateral and multilateral cooperation arrangements.  This project will assist economies seeking to establish or join existing ILO arrangements in the region and elsewhere, to enhance border security and passenger safety.   
(c) Transparency and Anti-corruption
At SOMII, a number of economies identified an outstanding Anti Corruption (Professional Service) standard which they will implement as a priority or are implementing as a priority. The BMG has TILF funding (to end December 2005) to assist economies with implementation of these standards.  

Proposed (revised) TILF Proposal on Temporary Entry 
At SOMII, the BMG agreed to a revised TILF proposal to seek 2005 funds if possible, to engage a consultant to undertake a review of economies temporary entry conditions.  

The key objective of this project is to identify the temporary business entry and stay requirements of all economies and to examine ways to ensure that this information is available in a clear and transparent form, accessible to business people engaged in trade and investment activities in the APEC region.  This proposal seeks to enhance the mobility of business people, thereby, facilitating trade in the region.  

(d) Digital economy and strengthening intellectual property rights.              Not applicable to the BMG 

2.
Budget Proposals for the 2nd BMC Meeting of the Year

IEGBM -  TILF proposal “Review of temporary entry conditions”.  
Requested budget: US$13,000.  
3.
Forecasts of TILF Outcomes/Deliverables for 2005
· Expansion of APEC Business Travel Card scheme in 2005, with one additional economy joining in 2005 (making a total of 17 member economies) and at least one other existing economy member  commencing operations in 2005;

· The conduct and completion of formal Advance Passenger Information feasibility studies in 4 economies. The presentation of up to 6 feasibility reports to economy governments in 2005, bringing the total number of API feasibility studies completed to 11;     

· The commencement of API operations in an additional three or more economies by end 2005.  By end 2004, there were 5 economies with an operational API system, of a total of 10 economies which had committed to API implementation.    

· The development and piloting of the Regional Movement Alert List (RMAL) system and the presentation of a report to Leaders; 

· Development of a draft APEC Framework for Data Sharing, to enable economies to join RMAL in 2006;  

· The successful testing and implementation of  an enhanced CAPERS alert information system by Chile and the US;

· Identification of ways to ensure greater transparency and clarity of temporary entry procedures and conditions, subject to TILF funding ; 

· Identification of best practice options for Regional Immigration Liaison Officer cooperation arrangements, with conclusion of this TILF funded project;

· The identification of Anti Corruption capacity building needs and progress in implementation of TILF funded projects and agreed standards for Transparency, Professional Service and Travel Document Security.
4. Decision Points Needed from CTI

Endorse TILF proposal for 2005 or BMC 2 consideration for 2006 funding:

· IEGBM – Review of Temporary Entry Conditions. 
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