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Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen’s, 

At the outset, I would like to express  my warm welcome to all of participants to “APEC Workshop on Best Practices in Trade Policy for RTAs/FTAs: Practical Lessons and Experiences for Developing Economies” held from Feb 27 through 1st March 2006 in Ha Noi Horizon Hotel. Your interest and consideration, especially those of you have traveled a long way to join us today are mostly appreciated.
As you know, although encouraging progresses have been obtained, especially in agricultural subsidies, so far the multilateral rounds of  trade liberalization (Doha Round) has still been impeded by various issues where countries could not arrive at a common stand and thus, could not be finished as scheduled on 1 January 2005. This fact is really a stumbling-block to global integration process. Under this circumstance, many countries have turn to regional trade arrangements/ free trade agreements (RTAs/ FTAs) as a way to find new market opportunities, expand their trade and economic relations, attract more investment for economic development. Therefore, it is no wonder as this special form of trade relation is enjoying a boom and recognized as an irrevocable trend in international trade. 

Also in APEC framework, RTAs/ FTAs have been a focus for cooperation, especially in the coming time. The 13th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in Busan, Korea in 2005 put a high note on this priority by endorsing the Busan Roadmap to the Bogor Goals, of which promotion of High-Quality Regional Trade Agreements and Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs) was highlighted. Our Leaders also welcomed the APEC Trade Facilitation Model Measures for RTAs/FTAs that would serve as a meaningful reference for negotiating RTAs/FTAs, and called for the development of model measures for as many commonly accepted FTA chapters as possible by 2008.

As a cooperation forum for 21 economies around Asia-Pacific rim, APEC is a unified community of diversified economic development as well as cultural and political identities. In order to realize a regional Community, APEC has attached priority to strengthening capacity of its developing member economies, as one of three main pillars of cooperation. This is a strongpoint, distinguishing APEC over other forums. In this connection, the support in capacity building and information sharing concerning RTA/FTA negotiations are of great importance for developing members in realizing Bogor goals. 

Bearing that in mind, this Workshop will be a good chance for participants from APEC economies to exchange views with competent experts on the policy-making process for RTAs/ FTAs. I sincerely hope invaluable knowledge obtained at the Workshop will help participants, especially those from developing APEC members, in securing the best benefit from trade liberalization process and mitigate possible negative impact of RTAs/ FTAs to economies. 

On this occasion, I would like to express sincere thanks to APEC experts for their enthusiastic cooperation at this Workshop. My thanks also go to APEC Secretariat for their support to Viet Nam in organizing this Workshop as well as in other activities in APEC year 2006. 

I wish you all fruitful discussion at the Workshop and a pleasant stay in Hanoi.

Thank you for your attention./.
