2006/SOM3/MAG/003
1

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 23rd MEETING OF 

THE MARKET ACCESS GROUP

24 May 2006, Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam

1. The 23rd meeting of the Market Access Group (MAG) was held on 24 May 2006 in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam, in conjunction with CTI2 of 2006. Dr Walter Goode of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia was convenor of the meeting. 

CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS

2. The convenor welcomed MAG delegates to the second MAG meeting of 2006. He told the meeting that an APEC Public-Private Dialogue on Trade Facilitation was held in parallel with MAG2. Taking into account that many MAG members would be interested in participating in the dialogue, he planned to wrap up the MAG meeting by lunch time.  

ADOPTION OF AGENDA
3. The Annotated Agenda (Document 2006/SOM2/MAG/002) was adopted without change.
ADOPTION OF SUMMARY RECORD OF 22nd MAG MEETING
4. The Summary Record of the 22nd Meeting of MAG held in Ha Noi, Viet Nam on 23 February 2006 (Document 2006/SOM2/MAG/003) was also adopted without change.

WORK PROGRAM FOR 2006

WTO: MAG support for progress in the DDA and contribution to MRT statement
5. In the period leading to CTI2, the CTI Chair had encouraged sub-fora to develop ideas, including possible draft texts in support of the multilateral trade negotiation process. MAG members agreed that the group should contribute to the progress in the DDA and the APEC MRT statement.
6. Many member economies also said that the APEC MRT statement should be mainly an indication of the political will of the region. It would be unadvisable for people in this forum to prejudge the progress in the DDA negotiations. 

7. The MAG convenor noted that APEC experience had shown that the APEC MRT statement would be a balanced consensus of all APEC members. 

Model measures for RTAs/FTAs

8. Australia put forward draft APEC model measures for RTAs/FTAs: market access for goods (Document 2006/SOM2/MAG/004) for MAG members to consider. This chapter of draft model measures covers market access for goods. It assumes that preferential rules of origin, safeguards, customs cooperation, any remaining trade facilitation principles and transparency will be handled in separate chapters.

9. Responses from the MAG members to the Australian paper were mixed. Some members were skeptical whether MAG should take the lead to draft its chapter of model measures before CTI gives clear direction on this issue. 

10. MAG members agreed that before MAG did anything in this respect, CTI’s endorsement ought to be sought. 

Possible work program on agriculture

11. The MAG Convenor reminded the meeting that MAG members agreed at its meeting in Hanoi on 23 February 2006 to explore the possibility of a work program on aspects of market access for agricultural products. In light of that, MAG members further developed the idea and found that there was strong synergy between those APEC fora such as ATCWG, SCSC, and APEC Food System in this respect. MAG members agreed on a plan to have a joint session (maybe half a day) with SCSC at MAG3 in Nha Trang. 
Software and Databases for Trade Negotiations
12. Australia informed the meeting that the proposed workshop on the availability of software and databases for trade negotiations was designed to meet two objectives. Firstly, the purpose of this workshop was to give participants a better understanding of the main databases suitable available on the Internet which can be used to assist the formulation of trade policy particularly in the goods area. This part of the workshop would deal with tariffs, non-tariff measures and statistical information. It would cover both interactive and static sites. Secondly, the workshop would offer a brief introduction to the principal economic models used for trade policy purposes (Document 2006/SOM2/MAG/005).  

13. The project proposal received strong support in the group. Singapore, Canada and the United States volunteered to co-sponsor the project. Singapore offered to host the workshop in Singapore with timing to be determined at later stage.  

14. MAG will conduct the workshop on software and databases for trade negotiations in 2007, subject to the availability of APEC funding.

Topics of MAG Seminar to Be Held in Conjunction with MAG3
15. MAG members agreed on a plan to have a joint session (maybe half a day) with SCSC at MAGIII in Na Trang (see paragraph 11). The APEC Secretariat was instructed to liaise with SCSC to formulate inter-sessionally a program of the MAG/SCSC joint session on market access for agricultural products.  
16. MAG also agreed to hold a workshop on aspects of trade in goods in free-trade agreements on the margins of MAGIII in September (Document 2006/SOM2/MAG/007, entitled Approaches to Tariff Elimination and Trade Remedies in Free-Trade Agreements). Some delegates noted that APEC trade facilitation activities should neither duplicate with nor interfere with the ongoing WTO negotiations undertaken in Geneva.  

17. The convenor concluded that the workshop proposing economy—Australia would consult MAG members further on the workshop contents after this MAG meeting.  
MAG Collective Action Plan (CAP)
18. MAG members agreed to continue to update the MAG Collective Action Plan (CAP) as it did in the past. 
CAPACITY-BUILDING IN SUPPORT OF mag priorities

19. MAG members were asked to discuss their experiences with capacity-building activities in the trade area. The MAG Convenor led the discussion by saying that all of us are engaged in capacity building activities, either as consumers or producers, or sometimes both. Capacity building activities in the trade area would also contribute to trade facilitation and removal of trade barriers. The United States has made great efforts in trade capacity building over the years and would like to share its experiences with other MAG members. He then invited Ms Elena Bryan, Deputy Assistant USTR for Trade Capacity Building, to make a presentation on capacity building in the trade area. 
20. Ms Elena Bryan told the meeting that in addition to supporting the work of the WTO, the US also had programs to promote good bilateral trading partnership with countries in the APEC region, such as Viet Nam. She also told the meeting that in the United States, private sector played an active role in economic life. Capacity building activities wee mainly carried out in business sectors.

21. The convenor concluded that if the MAG members deemed this kind of discussion useful, the group would continue to list the topic on the agendas of future meetings. He proposed that MAGI of next year could set aside half a day and invite one or two experts to elaborate the approaches of capacity building that MAG should assume. In response to comments from the MAG members, the convenor also agreed to a further discussion of capacity building at the next MAG meeting.

APEC TARIFF DATABASE

22. The APEC Secretariat reported on the updates of the APEC Tariff Database done by the MAG members over the period from MAG1 held last February to MAGII of May this year.
OTHER ISSUES 
23.  No other issues were raised at this MAG meeting.  
DOCUMENT ACCESS

24. Members considered the public release of documents at end of the session.  Apart from some working papers and project proposal to be further revised, most of the documents as listed in the Document Classification List (Document 2006/SOM2/MAG/000) were authorized for public access.
DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
25. The Convenor indicated that the next MAG meeting would be held in the margins of SOM III and CTI3 in Nha Trang (the meeting venue was later on officially changed to Da Nang), Viet Nam, in September 2006.
